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THE 



^3K AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



OsEAT cities require public theatres, and romances 
are necessary to a ctHTupt people. I saw the manners 
pf the times, and have published these letters. Would 
to heaTeu I had lived in an age when I ought ratiier to 
have thrown them in the fire I 

Though I appear only as tiie editor of this work, I 
confess I have had some share in the composition. But 
am I the sole author, and is the entire correspondence 
fictitious? Ye people of the world, of what importance 
is it to jou ? Certainly to you it is all a fiction. 

Every honest man will avow the books which he pub- 
lishes. 1 have prefixed my name to these letters, not 
with a design to Approp'riale them to myself, but that I 
might be answerable for them. If they deserve censure, 
let it fall OQ me : if they have any merit, I am not am- 
bitious of the praise. If it is a bad book, I am the more 
obliged to own it : I do not wish to pass for better than 
lam. 

Astothereality of the history, I declare, that, though 
J bare been several times in the country of tlie two 
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lovers, I nerer heard either of Baron d'Etange, his 

daughter, Mr. Orbe, liord B , or Mr. Wolmar. I - 

must also inform the reader tliat there are several topo- 
graphical errors in this work ; but, wbethei they are 
the effects of ignonuice or desi^^ I leave uadetermined. 
This is 9II I am at liberty to saj : Let every one think . 
as he plcBses. - 

The book seems not calculated foT'an extraaive circu- 
latioo; as itis-notadapted to the -generality of readeiw 
The style will o&nd people of taste ; to uaaiert mm the 
matter will be alarming, and all Uie sentimeals vriU Beeni 
unDdmal.to those wbo< know not wbat'is meantbythe 
wordviBDUfi. ' Itoughttodispieasethe^leToteeythtilv 
bertine,thephUofioplier ; to shock all-theladi^ofgal^ 
lantry, and tu scandalize every mode«t^womaa. By 
whom, therei(H«, wiliitbe approved?: Perhaps only by 
mysetf. Certain J am,, however, that it will not meet 
with modero/f approbation firomanyonie. 

Whoever may resolve to read these letters, oHgbi to 
ana himseif with patience against iaults of langui^y 
riuticity of style, and pedantry of expression ; heought 
to ronembet thotthe writers^are neither natives of France, 
wits, academicians, nor philosophers ; but that they are 
young and unexperienced inhabitants of a remote village, 
who micrtake the romantic ezliavngance of their own 
imagination for philosopby. 
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>OTHOn S PAEFACE. Tli ' 

. Whyshoaldl &ar to speak my thoughisf Thiacol- 
ledioQ of letters, ffith all their Gothic air, will better 
in it a manied lady than books of philosophy : It may 
even be of service to those who, in an irregular course 
of life, have yet preserved some affection for virtue. 
As to 'yoOog ladies, they are out of the question ; no 
chaste f irg^ ever read a rooiance : but if perchance any 
yoong pi\ should dare to read a single piige of this, she 
is inevitably lost. Yet, let her not accuse me as the 
canse of her perdituH : the mischief was done before ; 
and since she faas-b^^n, let her proceed, for she has no- 
thing worse' to fear. 

May the ' austere reader be disgusted in the Srst to^, 
lume, revile the editor, and throw the book into the fire. \ 
1 ^U not complain of injustice ; for, probably, in his 
place, I might have acted in the same manner. But if, 
aflerhavingread to theend, anyoneshonldthinkitfit to | 
blame me for having published the book, let him, if he ; 
pleases, decUre his opinion to all the world, except to \ 
rae ; for I perceive it would never be in my power to \ 
esteem such a man. 
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PREFACE 

BY THE TRANSLATOR. 

Xt is bj no means my design, to snell the Yolmae^ or de> 
lain tbe resder from the pleaBur^he may ftwjMwaMy ex- 
pectin the peni^ of this voik : I say retaanably, be- 
caose the author iBlsifritfx of. pKat^ieimiation^ Uy 
soleiiatraitioDuto giTeafoacHe. account sfiay coadsct 
ia4heex«cutioB af this aiduoiu task; andtoaBtnapote 
euoh BccBsaUoos ai may natoially be-.eipectBd i&om 
wpietttolcFB : I iaean these iriuaie jbotlimpiarfictlyac- 
gaaiated irlth'tbe.Ffendi langaagej^M irtio happen to 
.enlertBiin.lm!tioperideiiaafitnitdat3oii'iiu:geBa:^. 'v:; 
. 1 U.it Iwd-choKii to pnatxTK ihe. origtiutLtitle, it vonld 
hare^jtaodthna:: Ju&i,- ory. theuemiMSouafhribo^ 
rimiiJti/)^jpBgpi:aodi in^tfaepatticolaKrtme^Ztifhrso/ 
tteo loveri, inhnhUlmts of a:nialii-allag€. ab^tie>jbot itf 
the Alps, collected and pul^hed^iScci .'K^haterBrob- 
jeetiottlmjght luveJtad to thiat^ upanthe wholey my 
pOBcipal TeasoD'ifbc pre&ningthe namesfsfiloiaa to 
th^t.«f iJnlia^inu, ibecaose ihetpablicfseanod uoaAi- 
mMm ia diitlingubhiiig'- tiiervoik by fliofbnner tather 
than lhfl.lattie^<3Dd'I wa8.the morereasDy delennined, aa 
it i^A natter i)f no. importance to the reader. '. ~ 
■ Tfie'Xngiidi' nobleman who octsa cbnsidenble.purt 
in this^romaace, b called, in the originail, Lead Bomston, 
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wbicli I suppose M. Rousseau thought to be aa English 
name, or at least very like one. It may possibly souDd 
well enough in the ears of a Frenchman ; bat I belier* 
the English reader trill not be offended irith me for ha- 
ving substituted that of Lord B in its room. It is 

amazing that the French novelists should be as ignorant 
of our common names, and the titles of our nobilify, as 
they are oC oiir manners. They seldom mention otti 
' coniatry, or iftempf to introduce an English chai&cter, 
without exposing themselves to our ridicule. I have seen 
' one of their celebrated romances, in which a British no- 
bleman, c^ed the Duke of ffbrkimbeton, is a prindpal 
personage ; and another, in which the one identical lo- 
ver of the heroine is sometimes a Duke, somrtimes an 
Earl, and sometimes a simple Baronet. Caiombridgt 
isy with them, an English city ; and yet they endeavour 
to impose upon their readers by pretending their noveli 
are translations from the English. 

With regard to this chcfd'auvre of M. Roosseui, 
it baa been received with uncommon avidity, in Fiance, 
Italy, Germany, Holland, and, in short, in every part 
of the Continent where the French language is under- 
stood. In England, besides a very considerable num- 
ber first imported, it has been many times reprinted ; 
but, how much soever the world might be delighted 
with the origiiial, I found it to be the general opinion of 
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ny coaatrTmen, that it 'vras ooe of those, books wlpcfe : 
could not possiblj be translated with any tol^'able de- 
gree of justice to Ihe author : aoA Has general opinion^ , _ 
I own, was a motire with me for undertaking the work. 
There are, in this gr^ city, a consideiabie number oi 
iodustiious labourers, who maintain themselves, and 
perh^^ a numerous fiunily, by writing for the book- 
ieUer8,-by wbran they are ranged in separate classes, ac- 
uoding to their difierent abilities ; the very lowest class 
of all being that of Translators. Now, it cannot be 
supposed} that men, who are deemed incapaUe of better 
employment, can be perfectly acquainted either with 
their own or with any other language : besides, were 
they ever lo well qualified, it becomes their duty to ex- 
ecute as much work in as little time as possible; f(sr, ^. 
all events, they must hare bread : therefore, it were un- . 
reastmable to expect they should spend their precious 
moments in poring over a difficult sratence, in order to 
lender their Tersiou the more elegant. This I take lo 
be the true reason why our translations from the French 
are in general so extremdy bad. 

I conless, the idioms of thetwolangui^es are very difi, 
ferent, and that therefore it will, in some instanpes, be im- 
possible io reach the delicacy of expression in an elegant 
Fienchwriter ; but, iu return, theiihu^uage is frequently 
to vague and diffuse, that it must be entirely the &ult of 
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the EngtiBli translator, if be does not ofl^ irapiore upon 
bis original ; but this win never be the case, unless we 
ett down 'with a design to translate the ideas rather than 
the words of our enthor. 

' Most of the truislRtions which I hare read, appear 
lilce a thm gauze st>read over the original ^ Uie French 
language appears through every paragraph t but tins' it 
entirely owing to the yrtoA of attentiony br want of 
alrility in the banstator: Mr. Pope, and'scune few odiers, 
have shewn the world j -that not tmly the ideas of the 
most suUime writers may be accurately expressed in a 
tran^^oni but that it is possible to improve and adorn 
themwith beauties pecaliar-to the' English language.- 

- If, ia the following ftages, the reader expect to find » 
serrSej literal transUtion, he wiU be mistaken. I never 
could, uid never will copy the i^ii^of my author, be 
his reputatitm ever so great, 'in'tfaose instanceswhere they 
evidffitly proceed from -want of attention. M. Kousseau 
writes with ^eat el^tiDce, but- he sometimes -wants pro- 
priety- of thougfat,-aBd accoiacy of expression. 

As to the real merit oftbia performance, "the universal 
approbation it has met with is- a stronger reoommenda- 
tioB &Bn any thii^ I CQidd say in its praise. 
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JUdAN OF LETTEttS • 
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OIT ^E 

SUBJECT OP ROMANCES. 

PubUahed unce hia Elpisa, aiid intnided as « Pbuicb 
to that Work. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The foUoaing Dialogue mw originally intended tu a 
Preface to Eloi$a ; but itt form and length permitting 
me to prefix to that work only a few extract* from it, I 
note publish it entire, in hopet that it will be found to 
tontain tome useful hints concerning Romances in gene, 
ral. Besides, I thought it proper to wait till the book 
had taken iU chance, before I discutteditt incoaveniencet 
and advantages, being anwilling either to injure the 
bookseller, or supplicate the indulgence of the public. 
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iV^.'X'HESE, iake ^onr maunscript ; I hare read it quite 
throng]!. 

it. Quite through ? I nndentimd yoa : yon think there 
&re not many resders will follow yonr example. 

H. Vel duo, vel nemo. 

R. Turpe et miserabile, Bot let me bare your sincere 
opinion. 

f!, I dare not, 

R, You have dared to the utmost by that single word : 
pray, expl^ yourself. 

N. My opinion depends on your answer to this question : 
Is it a real, or fictitious correspondence i 

R. 1 cannot perceive the consequence. In order to give 
one's sentiments of a book, of what importance can it be to 
know how it was written ? 

N. In tiiis case it is of great importance. A portrait has 
its merit if it reaemblea the original, be that original ever 
so strange ; but in a picture which is the prodace of imagi. 
nation, every human figure should resemble human nature, 
or the picture is of no value ; yet supposing them both good 
in thdr kind, there is this difference, the portrait is inle. 
teiting but to a few people, whilst the picture will please 
tbe public in general. 

B 2 
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4 DIALOGUE ON THE 

it. I coac^re your meaning. If these letters are portnltt, 
Oiey are nnintereeting ; if fbfey are ^ctnrea, thejr are ill 
done. ]» it not so ? 

N. Predselj. 

R. Thus I shall snatch your answers before you speak. 
Bn^ as I caimot reply directly to yoar question, I must 
beg leare to propose ooe In my turn. Suppose the worst : 
My Eloisa— 

JV. Oh I if she had really existed. 

R. Well. 

N. But certaialy U b no more than a fiction. 

R. Be it so. 

N, Why then there never was any thing more absnrd : 
the letters are no letters, the romance is no romance, and 
the personages are people of aaother world. 

^, I am sorry for it, for the sake of this. 
. N. Console yourself ; there b do want of foob among ns ; 
but yours bare no exutence in nature. 

R, I could No, I perceive the drift of your curiosi^. 

But why do you judge so precipitately ? Can yon be ignorant 
how widely human nature differs from itself ? how apposite 
its characterbtics ? bow prejudice and manners vary accor. 
ding to times, places, and age i Who is it that can prescribe 
bounds to nature, and say, Thus far sbalt thou go, and no 
farther! 

jV. If snch reasoniag were allowed, monsters, giants^ 
pigmies, and chimeras of all kinds might be specifically ad. 
mitted into nature : every object would be dbfigured, and 
we should hare no common model of ourselres. I repeat it, 
in a picture of human nature,' every figure should resemble 
mao. 

R, I confess it ; but then we should dbtioguish betwen 
the variety In human natnre and that which b esgendal to it. 
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What would 700 . imj of one vlio. sbonld 00I7 be ■M« to 
know muikind in the picture of a Frenchiiun ? 

N. What would 7011 sa^ of one, who, without expresdog 
feature! or shape, ibonld paint a hnmaa figure coTer«d witH a 
TeU i Should we not hare reason to aak, where is the man ! 
R. Without ezpresBing features or shape ? — Is this just i 
There b no perfection in human nature ; that is, indeed, 
chimericaL A 70iuig Tirgin in tove with virtoe, yet swer. 
ving from its dictates, bi^t reclaimed by flie horror of a 
greater cAne — a too easy friend punished at last by her own 
heart for her culpalde indulgence— a young man bonest and 
sen5il>le, but weak, yet in words a philosopher — an old 
gentleman bigoted to bis nobility, and saciUdng every thing 
to opinioD— a generous and brave Engliibman, passionately 
wise, and, without reason, always reasoning. 

N. A husband, ho^itable and. ^y, eager to introdnco 
into his family bis wife's quondam paramour. 
R. I refer you to the inscription of the plate. 
If. hei bellet amei — Vastly fine 1 

R. O philosophy I What pains thou takeit to contract 
the heart, and lessen human nature I 

N, It is follacioudy elevated by a romantic ima^natioD. 

But to the point — The two friends What do yon say of 

them ? — and that sadden conversion at the altar ? — Divine 
gnce no donlrf. 
R. But, Sir.— 

N. A jHoas Christian, not instracdog her children in 
tbeir catechism ; who dies without praying ; whose death 
BSTertbeleas edifies the parson, and converts an Atheist — 1 
R. Sir. . 

N, As to the reader i>eing interested, his concern is uni- 
versal, and therefore next to none. Not one bad action ; 
pot one wicked man to make us fear the good. Events so 
B 3 
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6 DIALOGUE ON THE 

mtnTBl, md lo simple, Oat tkby m»rce dewrre tiie mntr 
of erents — no nupriw — no dranuUic artifice — erery ftiBg 
biqipeiu -jort as U km expected. Is It wortb whUe to 
regigter null actions u eTerjr man nMT- see any day of Ui 
life in bii own hoMe, or ia ttet Of Us neigfabonr i 

R, So the n yoa weatd hare common men, and uncommon 
ermtB ? Now, I dmnid nt Oter"dCT lre the coatmy. Vou 
took it for a romuiee : is It not a romance ; but, as jon 
laid before, a collection of letters? 

^ N. Wbick are no letttrs at all : Ob, I tlunk, I said also. 
What an episHriaiy style t How full of bMHbast 1 What 
ezclaaations ! What preparation ! Hew emi^tical to ex- 
press commMi ideas ! What big words and weak reason!^ t 
SVeqnentty neiUter sense, occniacy, art, energy, nor depth. 
Sublime language and groreUing tiioagbts. If your per. 
Bonagcs are in natare, confess, at least, that their styl« is 
mnnatural. 

R. I own, that in tte light in whkfa yon are pleased to 
view them it must appear so. 

N, Do yoa suppose the pnblic w!tl not jndge in the same 
manner : and did yon net ask my opinion ? 

R. I did, and I answer yon with a design to have it more 
explicitiy : new, it appears that you wonld be better pleased 
with letters written on purpose to be printed. 

JV. Perhaps I might ; at least, I am of ojnnion that no- 
thing shoald be printed which is not fit for tile press. 

R. So that in books we dMrald behold mankind only as 
they choose to appear. 

N. Most certainly, as tt> the author ; those whom he re- 
presents, such as they are. But in these letters this is not 
tte case. Not one strong delineation — not a single perseaage 
Itrikingly characterized— no solid obserratjims— no know- 
ledge of tiie world. What can be learnt in the Uttle sphere 
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■f two or tbnv ioT«n or finooda coaatMsOj MBplojcd io 
ntBtters only reUdTe to thenueWei i 

R, We nof leira to lore hnsao arture, wUU hi exten. 
lire society m leun to bate lamkiad. Tosr jsdgBient ii 
MTere; thaiof Oepnblie on^t* be lUainoi* lo. WiOo^t 
c«npkuy«g(rfiBJiutice, I will tell yon, is ny tiu% in whrt 
Ugbt tbese letters ^^>Mr tin me ; not so niRGb to excsw tk«r 
defects, «s to discoTer tbeir SMirce. 

The percqitloiu of pemau In rettreqwat or* Tsry diSereat 
from tbMe of pe^le In tiio gf«et world ; their puiioni, 
being diffisraitly modified, are diSerently expressed ; tbdr 
imag^adoM, ctmstantly impressed by tbe same ^tgectSy 
are more riolenHy afiected. The same snwU aamber of 
intages constmtly rettim, n^ widi erery kkft, and create 
those strange and false notions so remarkable in pei^ who 
spend their lives In solitude. But dees it fallow that tbsir 
langnage is energetic ? Ho ; it is oidy extraordinary. It is 
hi ear conversatfam wlfli the world that we leera tp speak 
with energy ; first, becanse we most speak di&r^ntly and 
better than ethers ; and; tbra, beSag every mosaent obliged 
to affirm what may not be beliered, and to express s«itiinentB 
which we do not feel, we ^ideavonr at a persuaaiTe manner 
which anj^lies the place of interior persnasion. Do yon be- 
liere that people of resl senidbility express themgelves with 
Out viracity, energy, and ardonr, which yon so mnch ad- 
mire iB onr drama and romances i No ; tme passion, foil 
of itself, is radier difiu^e than emphatical ; it does not even 
think of persnasion, as it never supposes Qiat Its existence 
can be donbtfnl. In expreidng its feelip^, it apeaks rather 
(or the sake of its own ease, than to inform others. Love is 
pabted with more vivadly in large cities, bat is it in the 
village therefore less violmt ^ * 

B4 
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N. So, then, the we«kuefB of the cxpreg^n it a pnwf at 
the itrength of the pasuon ?' 

R. SometiDm, St leut, it ia ui indicfttion of it> ttaSty. 
Read but a loTe-letter written b^ on anthor who endeaTOni* 
to shine as a ram of vit ; if he hu any warmth in his- biain, 
his words wiQ vet fire to the paper ; bnt the flante will spread 
BO farther: yon may be charmed, and perhapsaUttlemored; 
hot it will be a fleeting a^tatianj which will leaye nothing 
except the remembrance of words. lOn the contrary, a letter 
really dictated by love, written by a lorer inflaenced by ■ 
real patsion, will be tame, difiiuc, praUx, nncoiUKcted, and 
fnB of repetMons : his heart overflowing withj^^goe seik 
4iment , cmutantly ret&ms to ^e same expMiiloas, apd, lilw. 
a natBratfoHiit«iii,fl<nTscoBtiaii^ywitl>ottt being eihanite d.^ 
Nothing brilliant, notliing remarkable ; one remenA^s 
neither words n^r phrases ; there is notUng t» be admised^ 
noQiing striking : yst we are moved mtbout bowi^ w^. 
Tboogh we are not struck with strength of sentim«it, wears 
touched with its tmth ; and our hearts, in spite of us, sym. 
pathize with the writer. But men of no seoHbilitf, who 
know notiiing more than the flowery jargon of the pasaionB, 
are ignorant of those beauties, and despise tbem. 

N. I am all attention. 

A. Very well. I say, that in real love-letters, the 
thoughts are common, yet the style is not familiar. Jjove. is 
nothii^ more than an Uludon. It creates for it»elf another 
nniverse ; it is sarrounded with objects which have no exis. 
teace but in imagtnatioii, and its laugvage is always fign. 
rative ; bnt its figures are neither just nor regular : ks 
eloquence consists in its disorder ; and when it reasons least, 
it is most convindog. Enthusiasm is the last degree of this 
paiiion. When it is arrived at its greatest height, its object 
appears in a state of perfection ; it then becomes its idol ; 
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it i» placed in die heaTens ; and fia the entbasksm of derotion 
borrovs tiie langnnge of lore, the eatbauum of toie also 
boirowB the Ungnage of derotion. Its ideas preaeat nothing 
bat paradiM, angels, the nrtne of saints, and the delights ot 
hearen. . In sndi traasport, larrounded bj sacb imagei, b 
it not oatnral to eipect sublime language i Can it possibly 
debase its ideas b^^ Tolgai: expression ? Will it not, on Ae 
contrary, nuse its style, and speak with adequate dignity ? 
What then becomes of yonr epittolarg ilt/Ie f It would 
do mighfy well, to be sure, in writing to the object of oae'8 
adoTation : in that case they are not letters, bnt hymns. 

N. We shajt see what the world will say. 

R. No t rather see tbe winter on my bead. There is an 
.age for experience, and another for reodlection. Oar sensi. 
bility may be eitingnished by time ; bnt the soul which was 
once capable of that sensibility, remains. BBt to return to 
onr letters ; if you read them as tbe work of an author who 
endeavonrs to please, or piqnes himself on his writing, fhej 
are certainly detestable. But, take than for what they are> 
and judge of them in their kind. Two or three yoang peo> 
.pie, simple, if yon will, but seiuible, who, nntiudly tx^ 
presaiiig tbe real sentiments of thdr hearts, have no intendon 
to disfday thrir wit. They know and lore each other too 
well for self..Bdmiration to have any influence among them. 
They are chjldren, and therefore think like children. They 
are not natives of France, hew then can tbey be supposed 
to write correctly } They lived in solitude, and therefore 
could know but little of (he wOTld. Entirely filled with one 
■ingle sentiment, they are in a constant deliriam, and yet 
presume to phibMophlze. Would you have them know how 
to observe, to judge, and to refleet ? No : of these they 
are ignorant ; but they are versed in the art of love, and all 
Iheit words and actions are connected with that passion. 
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Their Ideu are eztnra^aiit, but is not tbt hnportince yihiA 
ihty give to tfaeM romantic notions ntore amuingdiaB «lltlie 
wit tbey could han displayed 7 They speak of ereiy tlting ; 
thty are constancy roistaken ; tbey teach ni nodnng except 
die knowledge of tlienselTes ; but, in Baking tbemsdres 
known, tbc^ obtain our affection. Their errora are nore 
engaging than the wisdom of the wite. Their honest bearte, 
even in their transgressions, bear stUI tlw prejudice of virtne, 
always confident and always betrayed. Nothing answers 
their expectationj) ; erery event serves to undeceive them. 
They are deaf to the voice of discoura^og truth : they find 
nothing correspond with their own feeling, and, dierefore, 
detaching themselves from the rest of the universe, they 
create in their separate society a little world of their own^ 
which presents an entire new scene. 

N. I confers that a yonng fellow of twenty, and girls of 
^hteen, though not uninstracted, ought not to talk like 
philosophers, even though they may suppose themselves sach. 
I own also, for ttis disdnction has not escaped me, that 
these girls became wives of merit, and the young mvi a better 
observer. I make no comparison betweva the beginning and 
the end of this work. The detail of domestic oocnrrences 
may efface, in some measure, the faults of Aeir younger 
years : the chaste and tcnsHde wiJ«, the worthy matron, 
may oblitelrate Ihe remembnuice of former weakness. But 

ieven this is a subject for criticism : the oondusicn of the 
work renders Ae beginning reprehensible : one would ima^ 
I ginc them to be two different books, wbi<^ ought not to be 
read by the same people. If you intended to exhibit rational 
personages, why would you expose them before they were 
become so ? Our attention to the lesions of wisdom is d^ 
■stroyed by the child's play by which they are preceded : we 
are scandaliipd at the bad before the good can edify us. In 
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Aort, the r«ader is offended, ajod throws Uie book aside, in 
fte very momcat when it might became teiriceable. 

R, On tba coatrary, I am of opinioB, that to those who . 
tire disgusted witii the beginning, the end would be.entirely 
•operflaons.; and that the bcginniiig will be agreeable to 
thoBQ reailera to whom the Conclusion may be useful. So 
that those who do not read to the end will hsTc lost nothing, 
beauise it is ui improper book for them ; and those to whom 
it may be of seirice, would never have read it, if it had 
t>Q[aawith more gravity. Onr lesaons can never be nsefol, 
unless they are bo written as to catch the attention of those 
for whose benefit they were calculated, 

I may have changed the means, and not the object When 
I endeavoured to speak U> men, . I was not heard ; perhaps 
in speaking to chUdren I shaU gain more attention ; aud 
children would have do more relish for naked reason, than 
for medidnes ill disguised. 

Coii alP egrofanciul porgiamo atptrn 
Di toave Hter gP orii del void ; 
Sttcddamari imgaanatoin tmt» ei-bne, 
E daU' ittgtmtw ma vita riteot. 

But, on the margio of Uie cup 
Let honey drop, by stealth ; 
Drinking the bitter potion up. 
They're cheated into tiealdi, 

N. Here agun I am afraid you are deceived : they will 
aip on the edge of the vessel, but will not drink the liquor. 
_ R. Be it so : it will not be my fault : I shall hare done 
all in my power to make it palateable. My young folks are 
amiable ; but to love them at thirty, it is necessary to have 
known them when they were ten years younger. One must 
bave lived with them a long lime, to be pleased with their 
B 6 
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compwiy ; and to teste tbeir Tirtnes, it Is necetnry we 
dhould firat hare deplored tiwir ftilings. Their letters ne 
not interesHng at firrt j hut -we grow attached by dt^reej, 
and can neither continue am quit them. They are netther 
rf<^nt, easy, rational, sensible, nor eloquent ; bbt there 
is a sensibility which gradually communicates itself td our 
hearts, which at last is found to supply the place of all the 
rest. It is a long romance, of which no one part has power 
to move US, and yet the whole produces a proper efiect. 
At least, such were its effects upon me. Pray, were not 
yon touched in reading it ? 

N. No ; yet I can easily conceive your being affected : 
if you are the author, nothing can be more natural ; and if 
not, I can still account for it, A man of the world caa have 
no taste for the extraya^int ideas, the affected pathos, aDd 
false reasonbg of your good folks ; but they will suit a re_ 
' clusp, for the reasoa which you have giren : now, before 
yon determine to jniblish the manuscript, you would do well 
to remember that the world is not composed of hermits. All 
yon can expect is^ that your young gentleman will be taken 

for a Celadon, your Lord B for a Don Quixote, your 

young damsels for two Astreas, and that the world will laugh 
at them for a company of fools. But a continued folly can- 
not be. entertaining. A nuu should write like Cervantes, 
before he can eipect to engage bis reader to accompany him 
throu^ four volumes of nouBcnse. 

R, The very reason, which would make you suppress *fcit 
work, will indnce me to print it. 
N, What ? the certain^ of its not b^g read f 
R, A little patience, and yon will understand me. As 
to morals, I believe that all kinds of reading are useless to 
people of the world ; first, because the number of new books 
which they nin fhroagh, so generally contradict each other. 
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th>t tbeir effect ia reciprocally destroyed. The Tew dioIc« 
books wluch dbMire ■ second peruul, kre eqoally ine^ctnal ; 
for, if they are wrHtenin support of receiTed opinions, they 
sre auperflooni ; uid if in opposition, they ueof no use ; 
tbey are too weak to break the cluin wliich attaches the 
reader to 4e Tices of society. A man of ^le world may 
poisSily, for a moment, be led from his wonted path by the 
dictates <^ morality ; but he will find lo many obstacles in 
the way, that be wiH speedUy retom to Ms former course. 
I am persaaded there are few people, who have had a tole- 
iftble education, that have not made tiiia essay, at least once 
in their trres ; but, findiag tbeIr efforts vain, they are dis- 
couiaged ^m any fntare attempt, and consider the monriity 
of books as the jargon of Idleness. The farther we retreat 
from badnos, great nties, and nnmerons societies, the mon 
the obstacles to morality diminish. There is a certain point 
of distance where these obatades cease to b« inninnoantable, ' 
and there it is that books may be of use. When we lire ia 
solitude, as we do not then read with a deaign to display, onr 
reading, we are legs ajuioni to change our books, and bestow 
on tkem more reflection ; and as tlieir principles £nd len 
opposition from withoot, their tatemal impression is more 
effectnal. In retirement, the want of occupation obliges 
tbose who hare no resource in thenuelres to hare reconrao 
to books of amosement. Romances are more read in the 
prorincial towns than at Paris, in towns less than in the 
coaittiy, and tiiere they maike die deepest impression, — the 
reason is pUin. 

' Now it happ^is unfortunately, that the boaiks whkb 
' mi^t amuse, instruct, and console the people In r«@r«ment, 
who' are unhappy onfy iu'. their own imagination, are gene- 
rally calculated to make them still more dissatisfied. with thenr 
situation. People of rank and fashion are tbe sole per. 
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•onages of ill our rosanceK; Tiw nfined taste of great 
(jtiM, court muinu, th? splendoar of luxury, and Epicuite* 
morajity ; tteta «r« their prec«pt«, tb«»e tbdf lewons of 
initmctioB. Tfae coloaiiog of tbeir biae ntiatt lAmblie* 
their real ones. PoUt« muiBers wf snbatitQted for real dn> 
tiet, fne leatinients for gooi odjoiu, md nrtnonB itmplieity 
U deemed wut of breeding. 

Wlut effect iBDSt Boch lepregentatioiu produce in Hut 
Diind of a country gmtienuin, in wlucli his freedom and hoe,, 
intali^ ue turned into ridicule, «od tbe joy wUdi he Bpiw«4s 
tbraugk hit netgUraurtiood is presoDnccd to be a low and 
contemptible aBDsemeiit ? What iaSuenee mut Ihey not 
have upon bis wife, when she is taught that the care of her 
fiunily is beneath a lady of her rank ; and on his dHoghter, 
who, being initnicted in tiie j ar^n and affBctfttioa of the city, 
cUsdains for his clownish b^vriour the honest net^banr 
whom she wonld otherwise ha*B married; With one consent, 
ashamed of their nuticUy, and disgusted witJi their Tillage, 
they leara lieir andont mansim, which soon becomes a rain, 
l« redde in the metropolis ; where the father, with his croBs 
of St. Louis, from it gentleman becomes a sharper ; the m^ 
ther kieeps « gamiBgi.houae ; the daughter amuses herself 
with a circle of gamesters : and frequently all three, after 
havmg led a life of iobmy, die in misery and dijhonaar. 

■Authors, men of letters, and philosophers, are centinually 
insinua^ig, that in order to fal£l the duties of society, and 
to ienfe our fdlow^reatures, it is necessary that we should 
live in great cities ; accordiog to them, to fly from Paris is 
to hate mankind ; people in the country are nobody, in their 
eyes.; to hear them talk, one would imagine Aat where there 
ue no pensions, academiee, nor open tables, there is no 
oxJBttnca. 
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All onr prodmctioQS rerge to Ae lame goal. Tales, rou 
■nnces, conodiM, all an levelled at tlie ceaatry ; aU coik i 
■pin to ridicnie nutic siaplici^ ; they all display abd extol 
the pleasures of tbe greatworld: itia ajliaaieaet to know 
diem ; and swt to enjoy tkem a migfartane. How many of 
those shirpen and prostitHtci, with wbicb Paris is so tm^ 
prorided, were first sedaced by tke expectation of tliese inMU 
gtnary pleasures i Thus prejudice aad opinion contiibste to 
effect tke political system^ by attracting the inbabitants of 
each country to a ^gle point of territory, leaving all the 
rest a desart : thus nations are depopulated, that tbdr ca- 
^talB may flonrish ; and Ibis friroloos splendour, with whicli 
fools are captinted, makes Europe verge witfa celerity to. 
wards Ita rain. The happinws of maokiad requires that we 
should endeavour to itop tUs torrent of pemicioDS mazims. 
The e^rioymmt of the clergy is to tell us that we Bust be 
good oMd wise, without concerning tbemsdvee about tiie 
•access of tbdr discourses ; tmt a good citizen, who is really^ 
audans to pniiaote virtue, should not only tell iu to be good, I 
bat endeavour to make tite path agreeable which will lead ns| 
to ba^ineis. 

N. Pray, my good friettd, take breath for a mommit. I 
am no enemy to usefol deaigns ; and I have been so attentive 
to jomr reasoning, that I brieve it will be in my power to 
contioruA your argument. Yoo-are clearly of opinion, that 
to gWe to works of imaginatiou the (uity utiUty of whidi they 
are capable, fliey must hove an oQect diametrieally opposite 
to that which tb^ authors generally propoae ; Aey mait 
combat every human instkution, reduce all tiuogs to a state 
of natore, make mankind in love with a life of peace and 
aimplicity, destroy tbek prejudices and opinions, inspire 
them with a taste for true pleasure, keep tiiem distant from 
each other ; and instead of exciting people to crowd into 



bf Google 



IS DIALOGCE OK T«E 

Itrge dtiei, pertnade them to sprewl thenueWei tl\ orei* the 
kingdom, that tmry part ma}r be eqoa'ly enlWened. I alw 
comprehend, that it ia not yoar intention to create a Torld 
of Arcadian shepherds, of illostrioni peasants, labovring ob 
their ovn acres, and philosopliizing on the works of niUnre^ 
nor any other romantic beings which exist only in twoks ; 
but to conrince mankind that in rural life there are mmj 
pleasures which they know not how to enjoy ; that tlieM 
pleasures are n«ther so insipid nor so gross as they ima^e ; 
that they are snsceptihle of taste and delicacy ; that a aeik 
rible man, who should retire with his family into the coKirtry, 
Knd become his own farmer, might enjoy more Mtiontd felL 
city than in the midst of the amusementi of a great city ; 
that s good housewife may be a most agreeable woman ; that 
Ae may be as graceful and as charming as any town coquet 
at them all ; in short, that the most tender sentiments of 
the heart will more efTectoally animate society, than the ar- 
tificial langnage of polite drdei), where the ill-natgred langh 
of satire is Ae pitifnl sabstitDte of that real mirth which uo 
longer eiiits. — Hare I not htt the mark i -. 

R. It is the very thing ; to which I wili add Imt one i^ 
fiectlon. We are told that romances disturb the brain : I 
believe it true. In continnally displaying to the reader the 
ideal charms of a sifoation very different. from his own, ha 
becomes dlmtiafied, and makes an imagiDary excbw^e for 
that whkh he te taught to admire. Dendog to be that Which 
lie is not, he soon belteves bama^ -actually metamorphosed, 
and so becomes a fool. If, <hi the contrary, romances wen 
only to exhAit the jrictures of real objects, of TJrtnes and 
pleanres witiiin onr reach, they wonld then make us wiser 
and better. Books which are designed to be read in solitude, 
■koald be written in the langnage of retirement ; if they ara 
want ttt instract, they ■hoald make u in Iot« with onr situ- 
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atioa ; they nhotfkl combst and destroy the nuximti of the 
great irorld, bj shewing them to be Mse and despicable, as 
tbey really are, Thos, Sir, a romance, if it be well written, 
or at least if it be nsefnl, must be hissed, damned, and despi- 
sed by the ptriHe world, as being a mean, extraTOgant, and 
ridlcnlons performance ; and thns what is folly in the eyes 
of the world, is real wisdom. 

N. Yonr.GonclDsion is ielf.«Tident. It i> impossible bet. 
(er to anticipate your fall, nor to be better prepared to foil 
with dignity. There remains but one difficnlty : pec^e in 
the country, yoa know, take their cue from us. A book 
cdealBted for them must first pass the censure of &% tovrn : 
if we tUak fit to damn it, its circulation ii entirely stopped. 
What do yon say to that ? 

• JR. Hie answer is quite sinqde. Yon speak of wilt who 
rciid^ in the conntty ; whilst I would be understood to mean 
real codntry folks. Ton gentiemen who shine in the c^iitat, 
hare certain prq>os sessions of iriiich yon must be cured : yon 
imagine th«t you gorern the taste of all France ; wiien in 
hct three fourtiis of the kingdom do ilot know that yoa exist. 
The books which are damned at Paris, often make the fortune 
of country booksellers. 

N, But why will yoa enrich diem at the expence of onrs ? 

R. Banlei' me-as yon please ; I shall persist. Those who 
a9[Hre to ^le, must calculate Meir works for tite mertdian of 
Paris ; but those who writa with a new to do good, mntt 
write for the country. How many worthy people are there, 
who pus ibtir lives in cnmrating a few paternal acres, Ui 
distant flrom the metropolis, and vho think tbonsclTes extted i 
by the partiality of fortune ? During the long winter ere^- ' 
ingS) deiMdved of society, they pass the time in reading 
fuchbQokisof ftmosement. as happen to fall into their hands. 

In their rustic simplicity they do not pride themselves oa 
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their wit or leuning ; they read for entertunment radier 
than imtractioD ; books of morality and pliiloso[diy are en- 
tirely aakaowo to them. As to your romances, they are lo 
far from being adapted to their sitoation, that they serre 
only to render it insupportable. Their retreat is repieaented 
to be a desart ; Bo that, whilst they afford a few hoars amnse. 
ment, they prepare for them whole months of regret and 
discontent. Why may I not sappose, that, by some for- 
tunate accident, this book, like many others of stiU less 
merit, will fall into the hands of those iohabitstits of the 
fields, and that the pleasing picture of a life exactly resenb 
bling theirs will render it more toleraUe i 1 hare giett 
pleuore In the idea of a married couple reading thfa nord 
together, imbibing fresh courage to support their conmOB 
labours, and perhaps new designs to render them nsefut. 
How can they possibly contemplate the representation of • 
happy ftmilj without attempting to imitato the pleaung 
model ? How can they be affected with the charms of con. 
jogal union, eren where love is wanting^ without increasing 
and confirming their own attachment i In quUting their 
I>ook, they will neither be discontented with their sitnatioD, 
nor disgusted at their labour : on the contrary, every object 
ground them will assume a more delightful aspect ; their 
dnties will seem ennobled ; their taste for the pleasures of 
nature will revive ; her genuine sensations will be rekindled 
in their hearts, and, perceiving happiness within their reach, 
tbey will learn to taste it as they ought ; they will perform 
die same functions, but with another soul ; and what they 
did before as peasants only, they will now transact as real 
jiatiiarchs. 

N. So far you sail before the wind. Husbands, wives, 

matrons but, irith regard to young girie ; do you say 

BDthing of those ! 
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it No, A modett g;irl will never retd booka of lore. If 
sbe shoaldcomplun of haTing been Injsred hy the pernsU of 
tkete ToIunM, ghe ii imJBit : she bks lost no Tirtne ; for 
she bu none to lose, 

Ji. PradlgiooB ! Attend to tbl>, all ye ainoroiB writwn ; 
for tbns ye are ali jnstified. 

R, Provided they are jnrtifled by tkeir om bearti, and 
fte abject of their wiitiogi. 

N. And is that the case witii jtm t 

R. I am too prond to annrer that ([aeation ; bnt Skbk 
bad a certain rale by which she fbrmed her jndgraent of 
books : if yon Itke it, nse it In judging of this. Aothon 
bare endeftronred to make the reading of romances wii f lc *. 
aMe to yontb. There nerer was a more Idle prcject. It is 
jast setting fire to ttte hoase in order to employ tbe eatgfatef. 
Hating conceired this ridicnlons idea, instead of directing 
the moral of thrir writing! towards Its proper otiject. It fe . 
constantly addressed to yonng girls*, without conriderbig 
that these have no share in the irregularities complained of. 
In general, tbongh their bearti may be corrupted, their con- 
dnct is Uameleu. They obey their mothera, in expectation 
of tte time when It Will be in their power to imitate tiiem. 
If tbe wires do Aelr duty, be aasnred the ^rls will not b* 
wanting in thdrs. 

JV. Obserration is agalnit yon in tids point. The'whol* 
sex^em to require a time for libertinism, rither in one state 
or tbe other. It is a tMd learen, irtdcfa mast ferment soon 
or late. Among a civilized people, tlie girls are eaay, and 
the wires dlfficalt, of access ; bnt where mankind are lesa 
polite, it is jast tbe reverse : Ae first consider the crime 
only, and the latter tbe scandal. The prindpal qnestioB is, 

* This regards only the modera English 
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how to be belt secured from temptfttioa : u to tiie crime, it 
ia of DO coiuideratioB. 

R, 11 we were to judge by iti conieqnences, one would 
be apt to be of aoother opinion. But let ua be just to tke 
woneo : the cause of their irregularities u leas owing to 
themselTea than to our bad institutioiu. The extreme ine. 
quality in the di&rent members of the same fandly mnrt 
oeces»arilj' atifle the aentiments of nature. The ricea and 
misfortiniea of children are owing chiefly to the fatiier's 
>""wt«ral deapotiam. A young wtfe, nnaoitablj esponied^ 
and a Tictim to the avarice or ranity of her parents, ^oriea 
in d&dng the scaikla] of ber former rlrtne by her present 
irregrdaTities. If yon would remedy this eTil, proceed toiti 
BOiirc?. Public nAmners can only be reformed by begmalBg 
with private rices, which naturally arise from parents. Bat 
onr reformers ne«r proceed jn this manner. Your cowardly 
authors pnatii only to tke oppreaaed ; and tlieir moralily 
aa have oo ^ect, because duy hare not the art to addi«sa 
the mort powcrfut, 

■W. Yon, Sir, however, ran no risk of b^ng accused of 
MTTiUty ; but .may yon not possibly be too ainceie ? !■ 
striking at the root of tUa eril^ may you not be the came 
of more— — 

il. Evil ! to whom ? In times of epidemical contb 
gioD, when all are infected from' their; infancy, would it 
be [ffndent to hinder the distribution of salutary medidnes, 
nDder« pretience that they mi^t do harm to people in health i 
You and I, Sir, di&r so widely on tbia point, that if it were 
reasonable to expect that these letters put meet with any snc 
ceas, I am persnaded tiiey will do more- good than a 
better book. 

N. Certainly your females are excellent preachers. I an 
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ftleWed to see jvn reconciled witii tba ImiUea ; for I wM 
really concerned wben yon imposed rileace on tbe sei.* 

R. Yon >re too Krere : I mnit hold my tongne : I ub 
ndlher w> wise nor so foolisli as to be always in &b right. 
Let ni leave this bone for the critics. 

N. With all my heart, lest they ahonld want one. But, 
suppose yon had nothing to fear from any other qnarter, how 
will yon ezcnse, to a cert^ severe censor of tte stagey 
those warm deacripdons, and impanioBed sentiments, wUdi 
are so freqaent in theseletters ? Show me a scene in any of 
onr theatrieal pieces egnal to that in the wooc) at Clarens, 
or Aat of tbe dresnng.room. Read tbe letter on tiiaatrieal 
amnsemeBta ; read tbe whole coUection. In short, be coft> 
dstent, or renounce yoar former o^nioni. What would 
yen have one tbink ? 

R. I wotild have tbe criticB be conaisteiit with tbemselvea, 
and not jndge till they have tboronghly eiamined. Let me 
entreat yon to read once more with attention Um parts yo« 
have mentioned ; read again the prefoce to Nmrcttie^ aad 
yon will there find an answer to the actuation of incon. 
nttency. Those forward geaUemen, who pretend to dis- 
cover that &ult in tbe Devin du Village^ will nndo^tedly 
tbink it mncb more glaring in this work. They wiD only 
ut in character ; bnt yon 

N. I recollect two passagest. Ton do not mncb eite«a 
yonr contemporaries. 

R. Sir, I am also their contemporary ! 0, i^y was I not 
bom in an age in which I ought to have burnt this collection ! 

N. Extravagant as nsual t However, to a certain degree, 
yonr maxims are just. For instance ; if yonr Elolsa had 
been chaste from the beginning, she would have afforded w 

* Sec the letter to M. d'Alembert lur UtSpectackt. 
t Preface to Warrirae— Lrttre i M. d'Alembert 
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leaf instractioit ; for to whom woHld ihe Inn eerred u ft 
model i In the moit corrupt Hge^ manlund aro fond of tlu 
most perfect lessom of monlitf ; theory nip[riie« the place 
of practice ; ud, it the small eqwace of a little leisure, 
reading, they satisfy the remnast of their taite for virtue. 

it. Sublime authors, relax a little your periect models, 
if you expect that we sfaonld endeavour to imitate them. To 
nrhat pnrpaw do you vaunt unspotted purity ? Rather shov 
OS that which may be recovered, and perhapi there are some 
who will attend to your instructions. 

N, Yoor young hero has already made those reflections ; 
but no matter ; yon wtmld be thought no less culpable in 
having shown us what it done, in order to show what ougU 
to be done. Betides, to inspire tiie girls with love, and to 
make wires reserved, is overturning the order of things, and 
recalling those trifling morals wUdi are now totally pro. 
scribed by philosophy. Say what you will, it is very in. 
decent, nay scandalous, for a girl to be in love : nothing 
but a husband can authoriae a lover. It wu certainly very 
impolitic to be indulgent to the unmarried ladies, who are 
jiot allowed to read you, and severe upon the married ones, 
by whom you are to be judged. Believe me, if yon were 
fearful of success, you may be quite easy : you have taken 
sufficient care to avoid an affront of that nature. Be It as it 
nay, I shall not betray your confidence, I hope your Im- 
prudence will not carry you too far. If you think yon have 
written an useful book, publish it ; but by all means con. 
ceal your name. 

R. Conceal my name < Will an honest man speak to the 
pnblic from behind a curtain ? Will he dare to print what 
he does not dare to own i I am the editor of this book, and 
I shall certainly fix my name in the title-page. 

N. Your name in the title-page i 
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R. Tea, Sir, in tin tid«-page ! 

N, ¥oa»re luivly injest! 

A. I BB poiitirel; ia wmMt. 

N. Whrnf, jwar real ^Bune ? Jeoft Jacqaet Roustetu 
at tail Ici^ ! 

Jt. Jean Jaequet Rouiteau at full lengtii. 

N. Yon surely don't thiok— Wkrt Trill the woiid laif 
of yon ? 

J?. Wliat tkey pleate. I don't print my name with « de- 
sign to pais for the author, but to be aniwer^e for the bocA. 
If it contains any thing ba^, let it be imputed to me j if 
good, I desire no praiie. If the worlt in general deg«Tei 
censure, there is to much more reacon for prefixing my 
name : 1 hare no ambition to pass for better than I am. 

N. Are you content -with that answer ? 

R. Yet, at an age when it is imponjble for any one to 
begood. 

If. HaTC yon foi^t let belle* antet f 

R, By nature belies, but corrupted by your iofititotianB. 

If, And BO we shall behold in the title.page of a boolt at 
lo*e.epistles, By J, J. Sautteaa, Cittaen of Geneva! 

it. No, not Citizen of Geneva. I ihall not pctrfane the 
aame of my country, I nerer prefix it but to those writing* 
by wUch I think it will not be dtihonoured. 

N. Your own name is no disbonoorable one, and you 
iwie some reputation to lose. This mean and weak per- 
ionsuoce will do yon no serrice. I wish it was in my power 
to diwuade yon ; bat, if yon are determined to proceed, I 
^prore of yoor doing it boldly, and witii a good gr^oe. At 
iMit this wUl be 'm character. But a.propos, do yon intend 
to paefix yonr motto i 

R. Mj bookidler asked me the same qnestion, wd I 
ttoog^ it 10 hnmouroDB, that I promised to gire Mm the 
credit of it No, Sir, I shall not prefix my motto to thl» 
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book ; nerertheleiB, I am now lest incUned to relioqtudi it 
than ever. Remember tiiat I thonght of pnbliihing tiiese 
lettersat the rery time when I wroteagainitthe theatrei, and 
that a desire of sccoBing in one of mj writings has not made 
me disgnise truth in the other. I have accused myaeUT before 
hand, perhaps with more sererit; than any other person 
will accose me. He who prefers truth to fame, may hope to 
prefer it to life itself. You say that we ought to be conaik 
tent : I doubt wliether that be possible to man ; but it ii not 
impassible to act with invariable truth. This I irill en- 
deavour to do. 

N. Why then, when I ask wbether you are &m aaQu» of 
these letters, do you evade the queation ? 

it. X wiU not lie, even in that case. 

N. Bat yon refuse to speak the truth. 

Jt, It is doing honour to' tmQi to. keep it went. . Tou 
would hare less difficulty with one who made no Bcnq>le of n 
lie. Besides, you know men of'taste w« nerer nustsik«o ia 
the pen of an antiipr. How can yon ask a qncrtion which it 
' Is your business to resolve 1 

N. I have no doubt with regard to some of.Ae letters I 
they are certainly yours : but in others you are quite invw 
uble, and I much doubt the pMsibility of disguise in this 
case. Nature, who does not fear being known, frequtfitly 
duDges her appearance ; but art is often discovered, by 
attempting to be too natufaL These e{Mstles aboniul with 
faults that Uie most anaut scribbler would have avoided. 
Declamation, repetition v,.-'contradictioiis, &c. ; in abort, it 
is impossible that a man who can write better could ever i^- 
Bolve to write so ill. What man in hb senses would -have 
made that foolish Lord B advance, such a shocking pro- 
posal to Eloisa .' Or what author would not have cornected 
the ridiculous behaviour of this young hero, who, though 
po^tively res<dved to die, takes good care to apprise all dM 
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worid of his intentioD, and finds himself tt lut in perfect 
health ? Would not any writer hare known that he ought to. 
rapport luB character! with accuracy, and rary hia style ac. 
cordioglf, aod he would then in&llibly have excelled eyea 
aatore herself t 

I hare obaerred, that in a reij intiniate lodety, both style 
and characters are eitremelj' similar, and that when two 
Mais are closely united, their thoughts, words, and actions 
will be nearly the same. This Eloisa, as she is represented, 
ought to be an absolute enchantress ; all who approach her 
ought immediately to resemble her ; all her friends shonM ' 
spea^ one lu^age ; but these effects are much easier felt 
than imagined ; and even if it were possible to express them, 
it would be imprudent to attempt it. An author mnst be 
governed by the conceptions of the multitude, and therefore 
all refinement is improper. This is the tonchstone of truth, 
■nd in this it is that a judicious eye will discover real 
nature. 

R. Well, and so you conclude—^ 

N. I 60 not conclode at all : I am in doubt ; and this 
doDbt has tormented me inexpressibly, during the whole time 
I spent in reading these letters. If it be all a fiction, it is a 
bad performance ; but say that these two women have really 
existed, and I will read their epistles once a year to the end 
of my life. 

R. Strange ! what signifies it whether they ever existed 
or not ? They are no where to be found : they are no more. 

JV. No more t So they actnully did exist. 

A. The conclusion b conditional ; if they eror did exist, 
they are now no more. 

M. Between you and I, these little subtilties are more 
cordnsire than perplexing. 

Vol.. I. C 
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R, They are such as yon force m« to tm, Ibat I trkj 
nather betray myself nor teli an untrath. 

N. In abort, you may do as you tbink proper ; your tide 
is sufficient to betray you. 

R. It discoTeri nothing retatire to the matter in question ; 
for who can tell whether I did not find this title in the mann. 
script i Who knows wliether . I hare hot tlte same doubts 
which you have i whether all this mystery be not a pretext 
to conceal my own ignorance ? 

N. But, howerer, you are acqudnted with the scene of 
action. You hare been at fevai. In fhe Payt de Faud. 

R. Often ; and I declare that I nerer lieard either of Ba- 
ron d'Etange, or his daughter. The name of Wolmar is 
entirely unknown in that country. I have been at Clarent, 
but never saw any house like that which is described in these 
Vetters, I passed through it, in my return from Italy, in 
the very year when Qte sad catastrophe happened, and I 
fonnd nobody in tears for the death of Eloisa Wolmar. ' la 
short, as much as I can recollect of the country, there are, 
in these letters, several transpositions of places, and topo- 
graphical errors, proceeding either from ignorance in the 
author, or from a design to mislead the reader. Thb Is all 
yon will learn from me on this point, and you may be assured 
that no one else shall draw any thing more from me. 

N. All the world will be as curious as I am. If you print 
this work, tell the pnblic what yon have told me. Do more, 
write this conversation as a Preface : it contains all the in. 
formation necessary for the reader. 

R. Yon are in the right. It will do better than any thing 
I could say of my own accord. Though these kind of apo- 
logies seldom succeed. 

N. True, where the author spares himself. But I haTC 
taken care to remove that objection here. Only, I would 
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(drise j^ou to truupoie (he parts. Pretend thftt I mated ts 
periuade you to publish, «ad that you objected. Thii will 
be more modest, and will have a better effect. 

A. Would that be coDsisteat with the character for which 
fOD praised me a while ago i 

N. It would not. I spoke with a desi^ to try yon. 
Ltnq things as they are. 
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LETTER I. 



TO ELOBA. 
I Mirsi fly from yon, Etoin ; I fed I mnat I ought not 
to have stayed with you so long ; or rather, I ought never 
to have behehl you. But now, what caa I do ] ' On what 
shall I determioe ! Yon have promised me your friendship ; 
cooaider my perplexity, and give me your advice. 

You are sensible that I only came iato the family in con- 
sequence of an invitation from your mother. Believing me 
possessed of some little knowledge, she thought I mi^t bo 
of service in the education of her beloved daughter, in a si. 
tnatioa .where proper masters were not to be obtained. Proud 
to be instrumental in adding any embellishment to so £ae n 
natural genius, I ventured on the perilous task, nnmindfnl 
of tlie danger, or at least fearless of the consequence. I wiU 
not tell yoa that I begin to suffer for ray presumption, I 
hope I shall never so far forget myself, as to say any thing 
which yon ought not to hear, or ful in that respect which is 
due to your virtue, even more than to your birth orperson^ 
charms. If I must suffer, I have the consolation at least of 
suffering alone ; nor could I enjoy any ha[^iaesi at the 
expence of yonr's. 

And yet I see and converse with yon daily ; in the mean 
wliile I am but too sensible that yon innocently aggravate a 
misfortune which yon cannot pity, and of which you ought 
to be ignorant. It ig true, I know what pmdence dictates 
io a casp like this, where there is no hope ; and I shall cer- 

c a 
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tainly fellov her advice, if I coald reconcile it to my notions 
of probity. But, liow can I irith decency quit a family into 
wUcli I was BO kindly inTited, where I have receired lo many 
obligations, and where, by the tenderest of motliers, I ani 
thonght of Hme utility to a daughter whom she lorei more 
than all the world 7 How can I resolTe to deprire this affect, 
tionate parent of the pleasure she proposes herself in one day 
snrpridng her husband with your improTementa, which sh? 
now conceal! from his knowledge with that view i Shall I 
Impolitely qniithe honse without taking leave of her ? Shall 
I dehlaf e to her the canse of my retreat, and wonld not sIU) 
hare reason to be offended with this confestion from a man 
whose inferior birth and fortune prevent hEs aspiring to ihb 
happiness of being your's ? 

There seems bat one method to extricate me from tUs em. 
tmrrusment : the hand which involved ine In it mast olao 
relieve me. At yon are the canse of my ofieoce, j6n must 
inflict my pnnisfament : ont of compasshin, at least deign to 
banish me f^om your presence. Show my letter to your pa- 
rents ; let yodr doors be shot against me : spam me from 
yon in what manner yon please : from yon I can hear any 
Uting ; but of my own accord I have no power to fly 
from yon. 

Spurn me from you 1 fly yonr presence I and why J Why 
should it be a crime to be sensible of meijt, and to love Out 
which we cannot M\ to esteem 7 No, charming Eloisa I 
jronr beauty might have dazzled my eyes, but it never would 
have misled my heart, had it not been animated witK some- 
tblrg yet more powerfnl. It is that captivattiig union between 
a lively sensibility and inTsriable sweetness of dispositioD; 
it is that tender feeling for the distresses of your fellow.crea- 
tures ; it is that amazing justness of > sentiment^ and that 
exquisite taste ; which derive their excellence from the purity 
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ofyaut ftoul : it is, in a word, those cluuini of your mind A 
more tbftn tbose of yoar person which I adoTe. 'I confeu 
it may be possible to imagine beauties sdU more tranacend- 
ently perfect ; but more amiable, and more deserving the 
heart of a wise and virtuous man— no, no Eloisa, that is 
imposnble. 

I am sometimes inclined to flatter myself, that as there is 
a pari^ in our yean, and a similitude In our taste, there ii 
■bo a secret sympathy in our affectloni. We are both so 
yenng that our nature can hitherto hare receiTed no Atlse 
luas fix>ni any thing adventitious, and all our inclinations 
seem to coincide. Before we have imbibed the uniform pre. 
jndices of the world, our general perceptions seem uniform ; 
ind why may I not suppose the same concord in our hearts, 
which in our judgment is so strikingly apparent ? Some- 
times it Itappens that our eyes meet ; invotuntary sighs betray 

oar feelings, tears steal from O I my £loisa ! if this 

niuson of soul should be a dirine impulse if heaven should 

We destined us all the power on earth Ah, pardon 

lie I I ain bewUdeied : I have mistaken a vain wish for 
hc^ ; the ardour of my desires gare to their imaginary ob> 
jcct a solidity which did not eiist. I foresee with horror 
the torments which my heart is preparing for Itself. I do 
not seek to indulge my wetness ; if it were In my power^ I 
would hate it. You may judge of the puri^ of my sentiments 
by the favour I ask. Destroy, if possible, the source of the 
pnsoa that both supports and kills me. I am determined to 
effect my cure or my death, and I therefore implore your I 
rigorous Injunction, as a lover would supplicate your passion , 

Yes, I prombe, J swear, on my part, to do every thing 

in ray power to recover my reason j or to bury my gromng 

anxie^ in the isniost recesses of my soul. But, for Heaven's 

rake, torn me from those lovely eyes tliat pierce me to the 

C 4 
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heart ; suBer me no longer to gaze upon that face, that mieiT^ 
those arms, those hands, those flowing locliB, that engaging 
gesture : disappoint the imprudent avidity of Taj looks ; no 
longer Ibt me hear that enchanting voice, which cuinot be 
heard without emotion : be, alas ! in every respect, ano^r 
woman, that my soul may return to its former traHquillify, 

Shall I tell you without apology f when we are engaged 
in the puerile amusements of these long ereningt, yon cmelly 
permit me, in the presence of the whole family, to increase 
a flame that is already bnt too violent. You are not more 
reserved to me than to wiy other. Even yesterday yon 
almost suSered me, as a forfeit, to take a kiss : you made 
but a faint resistance. Hapjaly I did not persist. I per- 
ceived, by my increaHog palpitation, that I was rushingupon 
my ruin, and therefore stopped in time. If I had dared to 
indulge my inclination, that kiss would hare been accom. 
panied with my last sigh, and I should bate died the happiest 
«f mortals. 

For heaven's sake let ns quit those childish amuscmentSf 
since they may possibly be attended with such fatal con. 
sequences : even the most simple of them is not without its 
danger. I tremble as often as our bands meet, and 1 know 
not how it happens, but they meet contianally. I start the 
instant I feel the touch of your finger ; I am seiaed with a 
fever, or rather delirium, in these sports ; my senses gn. 
dually forsake me, and when I am thus absent, what ean I 
■ay, what can I do, where hide myself, or how be answerabltt 
for my conduct 3 

The hours of instruction are no less dangerous than those 
of amusement. Your mother or your cousin no sooner leave 
the room than I obserre a change in your behaviour. Yon 
at once assume an air so serions and coM, that my respect, 
and the fear of offending, destroy my presence of mind auA 
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deprive me of my judgment ; so tliat it Ib irith difficulty uid 
trembling that I gabble orer a lesson, which eren your ex- 
cellent talentR arp onable to pursue. This affected change 
in your beb&Tionr is hurtful to us both : yon confound me, 
and deprive yoi^self of instruction, whilst I am entirely at a 
loss to account for this sudden alteration in a person natu- 
rally BO even.tempered and reasonable. Tell me, pray, tell 
me, why yon are so' sprightly in public, and so reserved 
when by ourselves I I imagined it onght to be iust the con! 
trary, and that one shonld be more or less upon one's guard 
Id proportion to the number of spectators. But, instead of 
this, when we are alone yon are ceremonious, and familiar 
when we join company. If you deign to be more equal, 
probably my torment will be less. 

If that compassion which is natural toelerated minds, can 
neve yon in behalf of an unfortunate youth, whom yon have 
honoured with some share in your esteem, you have it in yonr 
power, by a small change in your conduct, to render his 
situation less irksome, and to enable him, with more tran- 
qoillity, to support his silence, and his sufferings ; but if you 
find yourself not touched with his situation, and arq deter- 
mined to exert your power to ruin him, he will acquiesce 
without murmoring : he would rather — much rather, perish 
by your order, than incur your displeasure by his indis. 
cretion. Now, though you are become mistress of my futur* 
destiny, I cannot reproach myself with having indulged tluB 
least presumptiTe hope. If you have been so kind as to read 
my letter, yon have complied with all I should have dared 
to request, even though 1 bad no refusal to fear. 
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TO ELOISA. 
floT itrangely was I deceived in my first letter ! Instead 
of alleTJating my pain, I have increased my distress, by in. 
curring yoar displeasure : and, alas I that, I find, is the 
4east supportable of alt misfortunes. Your silence, your 
cold and reserted bebanoar, but too plainly indicate my 
doom. You hare indeed granted one part of my petition, 
but it was t« punisli me with the greater severity. 

E pai ch' amor tS mc vijict accorta 

Fur % bondi captUi atlor velati, 

EV ^MroniguardomUTotoUo. . _ -.- ' 

At distance keep from my presumptuous love, 
Your &ir ^d flowing locks do more are seen. 
And every kind and tender look rentraiu'd. 

YoQ have withdrawn tbat innocent fiimiliarity in public, of. 
wUcb I foolkhly complained ; and in prirate yon are become 
still more severe : yon are so hageniootly crael, that both 
your complaisance and reserve are equally intolerable. 

Were it possible for yon to conceive how mnch your in. 
dWerence afiects me, you would certainly think my punish- 
ment too rigorous. What would 1 not give to recall that 
unfortunate letter, and that I had borne my former sufferings 
without complaint I So fearfnl am I of addins to my offence, 
that I shoold never hare ventured to writ«n second letter, 
if I did not flatter myself with the hopes (f expiating the 
crime I committed in the first. Will yon deem It any satis- 
faction if I confess that I mistook my own intention i or 
shall I protest tiiat I never was in loie with you g— — ! 
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BO ; I MB ncm- be gaUtf of mcli ft borrid peijoy I Tha 
hevt wiacb is irapreued with your fur image, mvit not be 
polluted with a lie. I am doomed to be onhftpi^'— be itso. 
I cannot stoop to any thing meftn or deceitful to extennite 
my &nlt My pen refue* to disarow the tranigreirion of 
which my heart ia bat too jnitly accnted. 

Methinka 1 already fe«l the Weight of yonr Indignation, 
and await its final consequence ai a favour which I have sodm 
r^ht to expect : for the passion which coninmes me deserrei 
to be punished, but not desiHsed, For hearen't sake, do 
not leave me to myself; condescend, at least, to determine 
my fate ; deign to let me know your pleasure. I will obey 
implicitly whatever yon think pr<^>er to command. Do yon 
impose eternal silence i I will be silent as the grave. Do yon 
banish me your presence ? I swear that I will nerer see you 
more. Will my death appease you ? That would he ef all 
things the least difGcult. There are no terms which 1 am 
not ready to subscribe, unless they should enjmn me not to 
love you ; yet, even in that I would obey yon— if it were 
pouible. 

A hundred times a day I am tempted to throw mysdf tki 
your feet, bathe them with my tears, and to implore yonr 
pardon, or rec^e my death : but a sudden terror damps my 
resolutloD ; my trembling kneea want power to bend ; my 
words expire upon my lips, and my soul finds no lupport 
agidnst the dread of offending you. 

Was ever mortal in so terrible a situation ! My heart is 
bnt too sensible of its offence, yet cannot ceaie to oflend : my 
crime and my i^d^rse conspire in its a^tation^ and, ignorant 
of my destiny, l^m cruelly suspended between the hope of 
yonr compassion and the fear of punbhment. 

Bot, no 1 I do not hope— I have no right to hope — I ask 

no indulgence, but that you will hasten my sentence. Let 

C 6 
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your just revenge be satisfied. Do yOQ think me auffidentlj 
wretched, to be thus rednced to solicit TengeaDce on My owti 
bead ? Panith me ; it is your duty ; bst if yon retain the 
least degree of compassion far me, do not, I beseecli yon, 
driTe me to dejipair witii those cold looks, and thatair of re- 
serre and discontent. Wben once a. criminal is -condemned 
t« die, all resentment shontd cease. 



LETTER III. 

TO ELOrSA. 
Do not be impatient, madam : this is the last importnaity 
you will receire from me. Little did I apprehend, in the 
dawn of my passion, what a train of ills I was preparing for 
myself ! I then foresaw none greater than that of a hopeless 
passion, which reason, in time, might OTercome ; bnt I soon 
eiperienced one much more intolerable in the pain which I 
felt at your displeasure, and now the discoTery of your un. 
easiness is infinitely more afflicting than all the rest. O 
Eloisa 1 I perceire tt with bitterness of soul, my complaints 
affect yonr peace of mind. Yon continue invincibly silent ; 
bnt my heart is too attentive not to penetrate into the secret 
'^igitations of yonr mind. Your eyes appear gloomy, thought, 
ful, and fixed upon the ground ; sometimes tbey wander, 
and fall undesignedly upon me ; yonr bloom fades, an un- 
usual paleness overspreads your cheeks ; your gaiety forsakes 
yon, yftu seem oppressed with grief; and the unalterable 
sweetness of yonr disposition alone enables you to preserve 
the shadow of your usual good-hnmonr. 

Whether it be through sensibility, disdain, or even com. 
passion for my safierings, I see you are affected by them» 
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I fear, however, to aspBent yonr ^itreaB ; and am Bum 

wthK^j, on thii accoDat, thaa flatterad with the kope tt 
might pouibly occuioD ; for, if IIuidw myielf, yonr happb 
ness is infinitely dearer to me tlian my own. 

I now I)egia to be seaaible that I judged very erroneously 
of the feelings of my heart, and perceive too late, tiiat what 
I at first took for a fleetiag phrenzy, is bnt too inseparably 
iaterwoven with my future destiny. It it your late melao-- 
choly that has made the increasing progreis of my malady 
apparent. The lustre of youreyes, Um delicate glow of yoar 
complexion, yonr ^cellent understanding, and all the en- 
chantment of your former vivacity, could not have affected 
me half so much as your present manifest dejection. Be as- 
sored, divine maid, if it were possible for you ttt feel the in- 
tolerable flame which yonr last eight pensive days of langaor 
and discontent have kindled in my soul, yon yourself wontd 
shudder at the misery you have caused. Bnt there is bow 
no remedy : my despair whispers, that nothing but the cold 
tomb will extinguish the raging fire within my breast. 

Be it so : he that cannot command felicity may at least 
deserve it. You may possibly be obliged to honour with 
your esteem the man whom you did not deign to answer. I 
am young, and may, percbiuice, one day, merit the regard 
of which I .am now unworthy. In the mean time, it is ne- 
cessary that I should restore to you that repose which I have 
kist for ever, and of which you are, by my presence, in 
spite of myself, deprived. It is but just that I alone should 
suffer, since I alone am guilty. Adieu, then, too dtarming 
Elirisa ! Resume yonr tranquillity, and be again happy. 
To-morrow I am gone fur ever. But be assured, that 
my violent, -spotless passion for yon, will end only with 
my life; that my heart, full of so divine an object, will 
never debase itself by admitting a second impression ; that it 
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will diyide all its fotnre homage between yon tnd virtoe, and 
tliat no other flame shall' erer pFofane the altar at'-vhidi 
Eloiu wu adored. 

BILLET I.. . 

. FROM ELOISA. 

Bi not too potitire in jour opinion that yonr absence is 
become necewary. A Tirlnons heart would overcome its 
foUyf or t>e Bileat, and thus .might become, perh^w, too 
formidable. — But you — And yet yoi may stay. 

ANSWER. 

I-wABaloog time silent; yonr cold iddifierence forced 
me to speak at la^t. Virtue may possibly get the better of 
folly, but who can bear to be despised by (hose they love ? 
I. must tfc gone. 

BILLET IL 

FROM ELOISA. 
No, Sir ; after what yoa have seemed to feet ; after what 
you hare dared to tell me ; a man, inch' as yon feign your- 
•elf, will not fly ; be will do more. 

ANSWER. 

I BATS feigned nothing except a moderate passion in a 
heart filled with despair. To.morrow you will be satisfied ; 
and, notwithsUnding what you may then say, I (bail hare 
done less than it would be to fly from yon. 
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FROM ELOISA. . ' 
Foolish yonth ! if mj life be dear to tbee, attempt not 
th^ own. I mm .beset, and can neither speak nor write to 
you tiil to-morrow. Wait ! 



LETTEa IV. 

- FROM ELOISA. 

Most I then, at lut, confess.the fatal, the ill-diBguiKd I 
tecret ! How often hare I. sworn that it sbould nerer. bnnt 
from my heart bat with my life 1 Thy danger wrests it from 
me. It is gone, uid my honour is lost for erer. Alas I I 
bare bnt too religiously performed my TOW : can there be a / . 
death more. cmel than to suryive one's honour ? " l| 

What shall I say i ho^ shall I break the painful silence ! 
oriather, hate I- not said all, andam I notaJrefldy too wdl 
understood? Alas! thon hast peen too much' not to dltine 
the rest. Imperceptibly .deluded into the mate of the se- 
ducer,. I .see, vithont being able to aToid it, the horrid 
preciiuce before me. Artful man 1 it is not thy passion, . 
but mine, wfaich excites thy presumption. Thou observest 
flw distraction of my soul ; thQu availest thyself of it to ac- ' 
complish my ruin ;.- and, now thou hast r«idered mo de- 
spicable, my greatest misfortune is, , that I am forced to [^ 
behold thee idso in a despicable light. Ungratefnl wretch 1 
In return for my esteem, Uiou hast rained me. Had I snp-' 
posed thy heart capable of exulting, beliere me, thou hadst 
neter enjoyed this triumph. 
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Well dost thon know, and it will increase Uty remorse, 
that tbere was not in my soul one vicious inclination, ify 
) Tirtne and innocence were inespreSEibly dear to me ; and I 
pleased myself with the holies of cherishing th^m in a life of 
indostrious simplicity. ' But to what purpose my endearonr, 
since Heaven rejects my ofTering ? The very first day we 
met, I imbibed the poison which now infects my senses and 
my reason ; I felt it -instantly; and thine eyes,- thy sen- 
timents, thy discourse, thy guilty pen, daiVf increase its 
malignity. 

I have neglected nothing to stop the progress of this fatal 
passion. Sensible of toy own weakness, how gladly would 
1 have evaded the attack ; but the eagerness of thy pursuit 
liath baffled my precaution. A thousand times I have re- 
solved to cast myself at the feet of those who gave me being; 
a thousand times I hare determined to open to them my 
guilty heart : but they can form no judgment of its condition ; 
they would apply but common remedies to a desperate disease : 
my mother is weak and without authority ; I know the in- 
Jl'exibte severity of my father ; and I should bring down ruin 
and dislionour upon tnysclf, my family, and thee. My friend 
is absent ; my brother is -no more. 

I have not a protector in the world to save me from the 
persecution of my enemy. In vain I implore the assistance 
of Heaven ; Heaven is deaf to the prayers of irresolution. 
Every thing conspires to increase my anxiety — every circom- 
stance combines to abandon me to myself, or rather cruelly 
to deliver me up to thee —all nature seems thy accomplice 
— iny efforts are vain ; I adore thee in s[ute of myself. And 
shall that heart which, in its full vigour, was nnable-to resist, 
shall it only half surrender ? Shall a heart which knows up 
'djs»mulation, attempt to conceal the poor remains of its weak> 
ness i No ; the first step was the most difficult, and tb» 
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oaly one vhich I angfat neTer to hare taken. Shall I nov 
pretend to stop at tlie rest ? No ; that first false step pJnn- 
ged me into Uie abj ss, and now my degree of misery is eo. 
tirely in thy power. 

Such is my horrid situation, that I am forced to tarn to the 
Mitiior of ray misfortunes, and implore his protection 
a^inst himself. [ might — I know I might — hate deferred 
diis confession of ny despair ; I might, for some time longer, 
hare disguised my shameful weakness, and by ][ielding gra. 
doaUy, hare imposed upon myself. Vain disstmnlatlou ! 
whidi Goald only hare flattered my pride, but could not saT« 
my Tirtue. I see bat too plainly whither my first erro* 
tends, and shall not endeavonr to prepare for, bat to escape, 
perdition. - 

Nerertheless, if thoa art not the very lowest of mankind 
—if the least spark of Tirtue li»es within thy soul — if it retain 
■ny restige of those sentiments uf hoifonr which seemed to 
penetrate thy heart, thou canst not possibly be so Tile aa. to 
take any anjust advantage of a confession forced from me by 
a fatal distraction of my senses. No ; I know thee well : * 
thou wilt support my weakness ; thou wilt become my safe, 
guard ; thou wilt defend my person against my own heart. 
Thy Tirtae is tiie last refuge of my innocence ; my honour f 
dares confide in thine, for thou canst not preserve one with- 
out the other. Ah t let thy generous sool preserve them t 
both, and, at least for thy own sake, be mercifol. «Mpi 

Good God ! am I thus sufficiently humbled ! I write to 
thee on my knees ; I bathe my paper with my tears ; I pay 
to thee my timorous homage ; and ^et tbou art not to belicTe 
me ignoraat that it was in my power to have reversed tbe r 
scene ; and that, with a little art, which wouM have ren. \ 
dered me despicable in my own eyes, f might have be^i | 
obeyed and worshipped. Take the frivolous emfHre, I re-' ^ . 

i 
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Unqaish it to my friend ; bnt leave me, kh 1 leave me my 
innocence, I hod rather lire tby Blare, and preierre my 
virtue, than purchaM thj obedience at tbe price of my ho- 
nour, Shonldst thou deign to hear me, what gratitnde mayst 
thou not duin from her who will owe to thee the recovery of 
her reason ? How charmiog must be the tender onion of two 
lonia nnacquaiated wiA guilt t Thy vanquished puiions 
will prove the lource of happineu, and thy pleunres will be 
worthy of heaven ilself , 

I hope, nay, ] am confid^t, that the man to whom I have 
giren my wliole heart, will not belie my opinion of his ge- 
Berosity; bnt I flatter myself also, if he is mean enough to 
take the least advantage of my weakness, that contempt and 
indignatioQ will restore my senses, and that I am not yet 
•nnk so tow as to fear a lover for whom I should have reason 
toUush, Than shalt be virtuous, or be despised: I will be 
respected, or be mjrself ^ain ; it is the only hope I have left, 
pr^rable to the hope of death. 



LETTER V. 

TO ELOISA. 

\ Cklbstiai. Powers I Ipossessedasoulc^mbleofaffliction; 
O, intiHre me with one that can bear felicity! Divine lovel 
sfHrit of my eaistence, O support me ! for I sink down op- 

r pressed mth ecstasy. How ineipressibla are the charms of 

' virlne 1 how invincible the power of a beloved otgect 1 For- 

tune, pleasure, transport, how poignant your imi^essioa I 

O, bow shall I witlistand the rapid torrent of bliss which 

overflows my heart, and how dispel the apprehensions of a 

[ timorous maid ? Eloiw — nol my Eloisa on her knees 1 my 

' ' Eloisa weep 1— Shall she to whom the uidrerse should bead, 



:=inGoo^lc 



* ELOISA. AS 

iviiplicats tke nuui who mdorea ber, to be cinfnl of ker bo. 
uonr, and to prewrra kis own { Were it poaiible for me to 
be out of kamoar with yov, I tbould be kUttle uigryat y oar 
fears ; tbej are dngreeefol to ni both. Leam^ thon chB*t« 
■Bit heaTenlj beauty, to know better tbe nature of tkf em. 
pire. If I adore tbjr charming peveon, it it sot for Ae pu. 
rity of that Hml bf which it la animated, and which bear* 
inch ine&ble marks of iti divine origin ? Yon troable witii 
■pprelmuion : Good Godt what hath ibe to fear, who 
flamp* with rererence and hononz erer^ lentiment the iik 
■pim ? li titere a man npon earth who coold be vila enon^ 
to<dbrtheleaitinraltto inchrirtne! Pennit,0 permit me 
to enjoy tlie unexpected happinem of being belored— 
bdored bj tuck —Ye princes of the world, I now look 
down npOn joar graadeor. Let me read a thooiand and a 
thonsrad time* that enchanting epiitle, i^re thy tender ten- 
timenta are painted in inch itroug and glowing oohrart; 
where I obierre with transport, notwithitanling the violent 
agititioa of thy soul, that eren the most lively panioni ot a 
noble heart never low ijght of virtue. What moniter, after 
having read that affecting leUer, conld take advantage of your 
generous confeidon, and attempt a crime which must inbUir 
bly make bim wretched and de^lcable even to himself i No, 
my dearest Elotsa, there can be nothing to faar from a frimd, 
alover, whomnstevcrbelncapableofdeceivingyau. Tkoni^ 
I ;Aould entirdy have lost my reason, though the discompo" 
sure of my senses shoold honrly increase, your person will 
always appear to me, not only the most beautifiil, but the 
most sacred deposit with which mortal was ever intnuted. 
My pasMon, lilte its object, is analterably pare. The horrid 
ide^ of incest does not sliock me more than the thought of 
polluting yoor iraavenly charms with a saorilegious toudi : 
yon are not more inviolBbty safe wi^i youc own parent than ■ 
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with'f oar lorer. If ever ttat happy lover sbonld in yoar 

pretence forget himself bnf for « momeu^-O ! it is impoui- 

I ble. When I am no loi^r in lore Tith rirtne, my lore for 

' Eloisa mnst expire; on my first offence, witiidnw jwir sSIm:- 

tion, and cut m« off for ever. 

By tbe purity of oar nntaal tendernesB, therrfare, 1 .c«b- 
jnre you, faaniili all sutpiinon. Wliy should your fear 
^xeed Uie pawiom of yoar lorer ? To what greater felici^ 
can I aipire, when that with whidi I am blest, u already 
more thin I am well able to support 1 We are boA yoaa§, 
and in lova onezperienced, it is true ; but is that hononr 
which condacts us, a deceitful guide ? can that experience be 
needful, which is acquired only fmn TiCe i I am strangely 
deceived, if tbe principles of rectitude, are not rooted in the 
bottom of my heart. In truth, my Eloisa, I am no Tile se- 
. dncer, as, in your deapair, you were pleased to call me ; but 
an artless, and of great sendbility ; easily discorering my 
feelings, bat feeling nothing at which I ought to blush. To 
say all in one word, my lore for Eloisa is not greater than 
my abhorrence of a crime. I am eTen doubtful, whether the 
love which you inspire, be not, in its nature, iacompotible 
with vice ; and whether a corrupt heairt could possibly feel 
its influence. As for me, the more I loTe you, the more 
exalted are my sentiments. Can there be any degree of vir- 
tue, bowerer anaUaijiable for its own soke, to which I would 
not aspire, to become more worthy of Eloisa i 



LETTER VI. 

ELOISA TO CLARA. . 

Is my dear cousin resolved to spend her whole life in be. 

wi^inf iter poor Cballiot, and will she forget thelmngbe. 
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uau of the dead 1 I sympatliiEe in yonr grief, md tidnk It 
jnit; bat ahall it therei^re be eteniKl i Since die death of 
yoor motter, Bh« was assiduomly carefal of ^onr education ; 
dte was yoar friend rather than your goTemesfl, She loted 
you wiA great t«idemeBS, and me, for yonr sake ; her in- 
abmcGom were all intended to enrich onr hearti with princi- 
ples of honour and Tirtne. All this I Icnuw, my dear, and 
adcnowledge it wiUi gratitade ; but confess, with me also, 
ttat, in some respects, she acted very imprudently ; that she 
sften indiscreetly told ns tiungs with which we had do con- 
CWB ; that she entert^ed us eternally wHi maxims of gal- 
lantiy, Iter own jnveiiiie adrentures, the mana^ment of 
tmoars; and that to aToid €b« snares of men, thoogb sbe 
might t^ ns not to give ear to their protestations, yet she 
certainly instrncted ns in many things, with which there was 
no necesdty for young girls to be made acquaiiUed. Reflect, 
therefore, upon her death as a misfortune, not without some 
consolation. To girls of our age, her tes^na gtmw danger- 
ous, and who knows hut Hearen may hare taken her from I 
us, the Tery moment in Which her remoTsl became nece§Bary 1 
to our future happiness ? ' Remember the salutary adrice yon 
gave me when I was d^rired of the best of brothers. Was 
ChalUot dearer to you? Is your loss^ greater than mine ? 

Return, my dear ; she has no longer any occasion for yon. 
Alaa 1 whilst yon ar« wasting your time in superfluous afflic- 
tioii, may not your absence be productive of greater erils ? 
Why sj'e you not afraid, who'know the beatings of my heart, 
to abandon your friend to misfortunes which your presence 
might prerent I O, Clara I strange things have ii^pened 
UBce your departure. You will tremble to hear the danger 
to which I have been exposed by my imprudence. Thank 
Heaven, I liope I have now nothing to fear< but unhappily 
I am as it were at the mercy of another. .Yon alone c«n re. 
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■tore me to mywlT: bute, Uerefore, to mj uiutancc. So 
long u ytMT ottondMice was of wrrke to poor ChiUidt^ I 
wu liient ; I ilunild ever have been the first to exhort yon 
to luch Mi-aci of b«ievol«nce. But noir ihe is no more, ber 
fiunifj' are become tiie objects of your chad^ ; of tjds oUi. 
gstion TO Gonld better acqut osrselvei, if ire were togedter, 
utd your grafitwle might be dischu^ed withont neglecting 
yonr friend. - 

Since my fiUher took lus leave of as, we have retUDed o«r 
former manner of Uring. Hy mother learea me le» fre- 
qnently alone ; not that she has any stu^ion. Her vi^ 
employ inore time than it woaid b^ proper for me to spare 
from my little stadies, and, in herab»ence, EM) fills ber place 
but negligently. Now, though I do not think my good mo. 
ther snSciently watchfnl, I cannot rewWe to tell her so. I 
would willingly provide for my own safety, without losing her 
esteem ; and you ahme are citable of mannging this matter. 
Return then, qiy dear Clara, prithee retnm', I regret every 
lesson at wUch you are not present, and am fearfnl of beco. 
I ming too learned. Our preceptor is not only a man of great 
merit, bnt of exemplary -virtue, andUterefore more danger. 
«us. I am too well satisfied with him to be so witli myself : 
for with girls of our age, it is always safer to be two than 
one, be the man ever so nrtions. 



LETTER VII. 

ANSWER, 

I DHDERSTAMD, And tremble for yon: not that I tbtek 

your danger so great as your imagination would Barest. 

Your fears make me less ^tprehensire for the present; bnt I 

am terrified with the thought of what may hereafter happen : 
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diould yon be lunlilfl to conqaer your puiion, irlwt will be- 
come of you i Alu t poor ChUliot, how often has she fore- 
told, that your first sigh woald marlc your fortune ? Ah! 
Eloiaa, so young and tby destiny already acconiplisbed 1 
Macb, I fear, we shall find tbe want of that sensible woman, 
wfaom, in yoar oplnioD, we hare lost for our advantage. 
Sure 1 am, it would be adTantage^us foi; aa to fall into still 
safer hands; batsbe has made us too knowing to be goremed 
by another) yet not iiifficiently so to govern ourselves ; she 
only was able to shidd us frpm tbe^anger to which, by her 
indiscretion, we qre exposed : she was eitremely communi. 
cative ; and, considering our ages, we.oorselves seem to hare 
tfaonght pretty deeply. The ardent and tender friendship 
which had linited us, almost from our cradles, expanded otir 
hearts, and ripened them into' sens ibility, perhaps a little pre- 
mature. We are not ignorant of 'the passicros, as to their i 
aymptoms and effects ; the art.of suppressing them seems to 
be all we want. Heaven grant, that our yojing philosopher ' 
may know this art better than wo. 

By ae, you know whom I mean: for my psrt, Clialliot 
used always to say, that my giddiness would be my sepurity 
io the place of reason ; that I should never have sense enangh 
to be in tore ; and that I was toq constantly foolish to be 
guilty of ft great folly. Bfy dear Eloiia, be careful of yonr. 
selfl The better she thought of your understaading, tbe 
more she was apprelie^sire of your heiirt. ■ Nevertheless, let 
not yonr courage sink. Yonr prudence and your honour, I 
am certain, will exert their utmost, and I assure yon, on my 
part, that friendship shall do every thing in Its power. If we 
are too kj^owing for our years, yet our manners have been 
hitterto spotless and irreproachable. Believe me, my dear, 
there are many girls who, tiiough they may have more simpll- 
cityj have less virtue than ourselves : we know what virtue 



■bf Google 



4S EL0I8A. 

1 ineanj, and are TutnoDB by choic« ; and th«t seeme to me the 
most secura. 

And jet, from vhat yon luTe told me, I shall not enjoy a 
motnent'a repose till .we meet ; for if joa are really afraid, 
your danger is not entirely cliimerical. It is trae, the means 
of preserration are very obvious. One word to your mo. 
tber, and the thing is done : but I understand you ; the ex- 

Ipedient is too conciusiTe; you would willingly be assured of 
not being TanquiBhed, without losing the honoar of hariag 
sustained the tximbat. Alas ! my poor cousin — if there was 
the least glimmering-^ — Barou Etange consent to give his 
daughter, his only child, to the son of an iaconsiderablo 
^desman, without fortune ! Dost thou presume to hope he 

■ will f — or what dost thon hope f what wooldst thou have ? 
poor Eloisa ! — Fear nothing, however, on my account. 
Tour friend will keep your secret. Many peopke might 

\ think, it more honest to reveal it perhaps they are right. 

* For my part, who am no great camist, I have no^uotion of 
that honesty, which in incompatible with confidence^ faith, 
and friendship- I imagine that every relation, every age, 
halh its peculiar maxims, duties, and virtues ; but what might 
he prudence in another, in me would be perfidy ; and that to 
confound these things, would more probably make us wicked, 
than wise and happy. If your love be weak, we will over, 
come it ; but if it be extreme, violent lAeasures may pro- 
duce a tragical catastrophe, and friendship will attempt no, 
thing for which it cannot be answerable. After all, I flatter 
myself ihat I shall have little reason to complain of your con- 
duct, wht;n I have you once under my eye. You shall see 
what it is lo have a dueunaof eighteen I 

You know, my dear girl, that 1 am not absent upon plea- 
sure ; and really the country is not so agreeable in the spring, 
as you imagine; onesufiers, at this time, both heat and cold ; 
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for the treei afford ui no ihade, and !n the houM it ii too Cold 
to liTe withont fire. My father too, in the midst of hii 
building^ begins to perceive, that the gazette comes latqr hi> 
tber thanto tovn; so that we all vish to return, and I hope 
to embrace you in a few days. But what causes my inquie. 
tnde is, that a few <bys make I know not what number of 
hours, many of which are destined to the philosopher : to the 
philoBopher, cousin ! yoa understand me. Remember that 
the clock strikes those honrs entirely for him. 

Do not blush, my dear girl, tnm down your eyfes, or look 
graTe; year features will nAt suffer it. Yon know I never 
in my life could weep, without laughing, and yet I have not 
less sensibility than other people : I do not feel our separation 
less severely, nor am I less afflicted with the loss of poor 
ChalUot. Her family I am resolved never to abandon, and I 
sincerely,, thank my kind friend for her promise to assist me : 
bat to let slip an opportunity of doing good were to be no 
more myself. I confess the good creature was rather too 
talkative, free enongh on certain occasions, a little indiscreet 
with young girls, and that she was fond of old stories, and 
times past : so that I do not so much regret the qualities of 
her mind, though, among some bad ones, many of them were 
excellent : the loss which 1 chiefly deplore, is the goodness 
of her heart, and that miiture of maternal and sisterly affec. 
tion which made her Inexpressibly dear to me. My mother I 
scarce knew ; I am indeed beloved by my father, as much at 
it is possible for him to love ; your amiable brother is no 
more ; and I very seldom see my own. Thus am I left 
alone, almost desolate as an orphan. You are. my only con. 
solalion. Yea, my Eloisa lives, and 1 will weep no more! 

P. S. For fear of an accident, I shall direct this letter to 
our preceptor. 

Vol. 1, D 
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* LETTER Vlil. 

TO ELOISA. 

O KT fair Eloisa, what a strange ci^iricioiu deity is Lore! 
My present felicity seems far' to exceed my most sanguine 
expectatioDB, and yet I am discontented. You lore me, you 
confess your passion, and yet I sigh. My presumptuous 
heart dares to wish still farther, though all my wishes arc 
gratified. I am pnnuhed witl^ its wild imaginatiaas ; they 
reader me unhai^ in the very bosom of felicity. JDo not, 
however, lieiieTe that I have forgotten the lavs you have im- 
posed, or lost the power of obedience ; no, but I am displeas- 
ed to find the observance of those laws irksome tome alone; 
that yon, who, not long ago, was all imbecility, are now be- 
come so great a heroine ; and that you are so escessively 
careful to prevent every proof of my integrity. 

How you are changed, and jfou alone, within these two 
months 1 Where is now your languor, your disgust, your 
dejected look ! The Graces have again resumed their post ; 
your charms are all returned ; the new-blown rose is not 
more fresh and blooming; you have recovered your vivacity 
and wit ; you rally, even me, as formerly ; but what hurts 
me more thaa all this, is, th^ yon swear eternal fidelity with 
as much guety and good.luimour, as if it were something 
droll or indiiferent. 

O, my fair inconstant ! is this the charactcnstic of an un- 
governable pauion ? If you were, in any degree, at war with 
your ioclinaliaDa, would not the constraint throw a damp 

■ It is plain thero is a cbasm here, and thercader will find many 
in the course of this conespoodencei Several of the letters are 
tost, Others are suppressed, and some have been curtailed : but 
there appears to be nathing wanting essential to the stoty. 
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upon 7««r d^ofneati ? . O^ hew infinitely ia«ra amixble jrou 
were, vbea lets b««atiful 1 How do I r^ret timt pathetic 
palcsesfl, A«t precjoai awmnce of aloTcr't taapfMnew, uid 
hate that sprightly JwtJtli which you have recoTered at tb« 
ezpence of my repflw 1 Yet, I c«ukl be mach M^ Mtii> 
fied with your induposition, than nil^ that ait ef atateutf 
those gparkUng eyes, tiiat blooming compkiiou, which con- 
spire to insult me. Hare you already forgot the time when 
yon were glad to sue for mercy ! Ob, Eloiss I the violent . 
tempest bath been v«ry suddenly allayed. ^J 

Bat what Teies ne most, is, that after hsTing committed 
yourself entirely to niy honour, yon should seem apprehen- 
sive and mistraatfu), where thero is no danger. Is it thus I 
am rewarded for my discretion ? Does tny isTLolable respect 
deserve to be .thus afirooted I Your father's absence U bo 
far from giving you more liberty, that it is now almost impos- 
sible to find yoH alone. Your canttnmt cousin never leavetl 
you a moment, I iisd we are insensibly returning to our I 
farmer circnmspectka;, witJt this diflef ence only, what was I 
dien irksome to you, is now become matter of amusement, ^j. 

What recompence can I expei^t for the parity of my ado- 
radon, if not your esteem ? Aad to what pni^ o«e hare l§fy 
stained even from the least iudulgeoce, if it prodnces no grv 
titude i In short, I am weary of suffering ineffectually, and 
of living in a state of continued self-deniat, without being al- 
lowed the merit of it. I cannot bear to be destused, whilst 
yon are growing every day more beantifnl. Why am I 
gaze eternally on those delicious frnits which i 
Dot touch? Must I relinquish all hope, without the satisfoc- 
tion of a voluntary sacrifice! No; since you depend no 
longer upon my honour, it stands released from its vain en. 
gagements ; your own precautions are sufficient. You are 
ungrateful, and I am too scrupulous ; but for the future I 
Da 
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Why am I to / 
] my lips dare I 
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am resolved not to reject tlie hsppiaess which fortime, in 
Rpite of fOD, maf throw in m; way. Be it as it will, I find 
that I hare taken upon me a charge that is above my capa- 
city. Eloisa^ yon are once more your own gaardinn. I 
mast resign the deposit which I cannot preBcrre without be- 
ing tempted to a breach of fsitb, and which you yourself are 
able to secure with less difficulty than yon were pleased to 
imagine. 

I Bpcak serioQsly 1 Depend npon your own strength, else 
baniEh me, or, in other words, deprive me of existence. The 
promise I made, was rash and inconsiderate : and I am ama- 
zed how I IiaTe been able to keep it so long. I confess it 
onght to remun for ever inviolable ; bat of that I now per- 
ceive the impossibility. He who wantonly exposes his vir- 
tue to such severe trials, deserves to fall. Believe me, fair- 
est among women I that you wiU always be honoured and re- 
. spected by him who valued life only on your account : but 
reason may forsake me, and my intoxicated senses may hint 
the perpetration of a crime, which, in my cooler hours, I 
I should abhor. I am, however, happy in the reflection, that 
/ I have not hitherto abased your confidence. Two whole 
I m<»ths have I triumphed over myself : but I am entitled to 
the reward due to as many ages of torment. 



. LETTER IX. 
FROM ELOISA. 
I coMFKEHEND you : the pleasures of vice, and the re- 
ward of virtue, would just constitute the felicity you wbh to 
enjoy. Are these your morals ? Truly, my good friend, 
your generosity was of short duration. Is it possible that it 



bf Google 



ELOISA. 69 

could b« entirely the effect of art 1 — There ii something Indi- [ 
croua, however, in complaining of my health. Was it that J 
you hoped to aee it entirely destroyed by my ridiculous pas- [ 
sion, and eipected to luTeme at your feet, imploring yonr I 
pityto sare my life ? or did you treat me with respect irhilstj 
I continned frightful, with an intention to retract yonr pro. 
mise ai soon as 1 should in any degree become an object/ 
of desire ? — 1 see nothing so vaslly meritoriotis in such a saJ 
crifice. \ 

With equal justice, you are pleased to r^roach me for the 
care I hare lately taken to prevent those punful combats 
with yourself, when, in reality, yon ought to deem it an ob- 
ligation : You then retract your engagement, on account of 
its being too burdensome a duty ; so that in the same breath 
yoD complain of having too much and of not having enough 
to do. Recollect yourself a little, and endeavonr to bemore 
consistent, that your pretended sufferings may have a less 
frivolous appearance ; or perhaps it would be more advise. 
aUe to put off that dissimulation which is inconsistent with 
yonr character. Say what yon will, your heart is much bet. 
ter satisfied with mine, than you would hare me think. 
Ungrateful man 1 yon are but too well acquainted with its 
feelings. Even your own letter contradicts yon, by the 
gaiety of its style ; .you would not have so much wit, if yon 
had less tranquillity. But enough of vain reproach to yon : 
let me now reproach myself ; it will, probably, be with more 

The content and serenity with which I have been blessed of 
late, is incensistent with my former declaration; and T con. 
fess you have cause to be surprized at the contrast. Yon 
were then a witness to my despair, and you now behold in me 
too much tranquillity ; hence you pronounce me inconstant 
and c^ricious. Be not, my good friend, too severe In y»nr 
D 3 
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jndfineDt. Thii li«irt of mine cannot be known in one dajr. 
HtTe patience, and, in time, you ■Day, probably, discover it 
to be not nnworthy your regard. 

UnleBs you were sensU>le bow much I was sbocked, idien 
I first detect«d my feeart in Ha pu^n for you, it is nn[iossi- 
bte to form any Idea of what I suffered. The tnaxiniB I hn. 
blbed in my education, were to extremely' severe, ttuit lore, 
howerer pure, seemed highly criminal. I was taugbt to be- 
licre, that a young girl of Bensibility, was ruined the moment 
she Buffered a tender expression to pass her lipg ; my disor- 
dered imagination confonnded tbe crime with the confession 
of my lore, and I had conceited so terrible an idea of the first 
Itep, tiiat I aaw little or no interrat between that and the 

(last. An extreme diffidence of myself increased the alarm ; 
the stf ugglet of modesty appeared to be those of virtue ; and 
the uneasiness of silence seemed the importunity of desire. 
The moment I had spoke, I concluded myself lost beyond 
redemption ; and yet I most have ipoken, or bavo parted 
with ytm for ever. Thus, unable to disguise my sentiments, 
I endeavoured to excite your generosity, and, depending 
rather upon yon than on myself, I chose to engage your ho. 
nour in my defence, as I could have little- reliance on a re. 
source, of which I believe myself already deprived. 

I soon discovered my error : I had scarce opened my miod, 
when I found myself moch easier ; the instant I received 
your answer, I became perfectly calm ; and two months ex> 
perience has informed me that my too tender heart hath need 
of love, but that my passions can rest satisfied without a 
lover. Nowjodge, yon who'arealoverofvirtne, what joyi 
must have felt at this discovery. Emerged from the pro- 
found ignomfay into which my fears had plnnged me, I now 
taste the delicioup pleasure of a guiltless passion : it coniti. 
tutet all my happiness ; It hath had an influence on my tem. 
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per aoA health ; I can conceire so paradise on earth equal to 
the onion of tore and innocence. 

I feared yoa no longer ; and when'I endeavoured to avoid 
being alone with 7011, it was rather for your sake than m^ 
own. Your ejeii, your slgbs, betrayed more transport than 
prudence ; but though yoa had forgotten the bounds you 
yourself prescribed, / should not, 

Alas ! my friend, I wish I conld communicate to yon that 
tranquillity of sonl, which I now enjoy ! Would itwere in 
my power to teach you to be contented and happy ! What 
fear, what shame, can embitter oar felicity i In the bosom 
of lore we might talk of virtue without a blush, 

E "^ i a f'uKtr con F oaatadt aecanto. 1 

And taste the pleasures innocence bestows. ^ 

And yet a strange foreboding whispers to my heart, that 
these are the only days of happiness allotted us by Heaven. 
Our future prospect presents nothing to my view, but M). 
sence, anxiety, dangers, and difficulties. The least change in 
oar present situation must necessarily be for the worse. 
Were we even united for ever, I am not Certain whether our 
happiness would not be destroyed by its excess ; the moment 
of posseesioB is a dangerous crisis. 

1 conjure thee, my kind, my only friend, to endeavour to 
calm the turbulence of those vain desires which ar? always 
followed by regret, repentance, and sorrow.. Let us peace* 
ably eiyoy our presoit felicity. You have a pleasure in gi- 
ving me instruction, and you know but too well with what de- 
light I listen to be instmcted. Let your lessons be yet more 
fiequest, tliat we may be as little asunder as decency will 
allow. Our ^uent moments shall be employed in writing to 
each other ; and thus none of the precious time will pass la 
vain, which one day possibly we might give the world to re. 
04 
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call. Would tofaeaT«n that our present faappia est migktend 
only with our lives ! To improTe one's understanding, to 
adorn one's mind, indulge one's heart ; cau there possibly b* 
any addition to our felicity i 



LETTER X. 
TO ELOISA. 

Howcntirely wai my Eloiea in the right, when she said that . 
I did not yet know her sul&ciently 1 [ constantly flatter my- 
self, that I haTe discovered every excellence of her soul ; when 
new beauties daily meet my observation. What woman, bat 
yourself, could ever unite virtue and tenderness so as to add 
new charms to both ! In spite of myself, I am forced to ad- 
mire and approve that prudence which depriTes me of all 
comfert ; and there is something so excessively engaging in 
the manner of imposing your prohibitions, that 1 almost re. 
ceive them with delight. 

1 am every day more positive, that there is no happinesi 
equal to that of being beloved by Eloisa ; and so entirely 
am f of this opinion, that I vould not prefer even the person 
of Eloisa, to the possession of her heart. But why this bitter 
altematiTe ? Can things be incompatible which are united in 
nature ? Our time, you say, is precious ; let us enjoy onr 
good fortune without troubling its pure stream with our im. 
patience. Be it to : but shall we,- because w« are mode- 
rately happy, reject supreme felicity i Is not all that time 
lost which might have been better emjdoyed f If it were pos- 
sible to live a thonsand years in <Mie quarter of an hour, what 
purpose would it answer to tell over the tedious nomber of 
days as they passed i 

Your opimon of oar present situation is very just ; I am 
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coDTiaced I oo^t to ba htppyy uhI f «t I am much th« re-' 
T«rse. The dictates of wisdcHn may continae to flow from ' 
your lips, but the voice of nature b §troag« than yours : 
and how can ire avoid listening to her, Then she speaks the . 
kugaage of our own hearts ? Of all sublnnary things, I 
know of nothing^ except yourself, which deserves a moment's 
attention. Without you, nature would hare no allurements: 
ber empire is in your charms, and there she b irresistible. 

Your heart, ^vine Eloba, feels none of this. You are 
content to ravifib oar semes, and are not at war with your 
own. It should seem that your soul is too sublime for human 
passions, and that you have not only the beaifty, but the pa. 
rity of angeb ; a purity which murmuring I revere, and to 
which I would gladly aspire. But, no ; I am condemned to 
creep upon the earth, and to behold Eloisa a constellation in 
the heavens. O may yon continue to be happy, though I am 
wretched! Enjoy your virtues ; and perdition catch the vile 
mortal who shall ejer attempt to tarnish one of them ! Yes, 
my Etoisa, be happy, and I will endeavour to fo^t my own 
misery in the recollection of your bliss. If I know my heart, 
my love b as spotless as iU adorable object. The passions 
which your charms have inflamed, are extinguUhed by the 
parity of your soul : I dare not dbturb its serenity. When- 
ever I am tempted to take the least liberty, I find myself 
restrained rather by the dread of utterruptlug your peace of, 
mind, than by the fear of offending. In my pursuit of hap. 
juneas, I have considered only in what degree it might affect 
my Eloisa; and finding it incompatible with hers, I can be 
wretched without repining. 

With what inexplicable jarring sentiments you have inspi- 
red me ! I am at once submissive and daring, mild and im- 
petnoas. Your looks inflame my heart with love ; and when 
I hear your voice, I am captivated with the charms of iimo- 
D 5 
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eence. tf evcsr I pmutne te indslge a vishfill Mea, it is in 
^onratMence. Yodi; image in my uiDd is th« oi\y object of 
my passimute adoration. 

And yet I languish uid eotunme away ; my I)lood is dl on 
lire, and ev«ry attempt to dafaip (iie flame serres bat to in^ 
crease its ferronr. Still I bave canse to think myself Tery 
bappy i and >o I do. - Sluely I have IRtle reason to com- 
plun, when I wOnld not cban|e my situation with the great- 
est monarch npon earth. But yet some fiend torments me, 
whose pnrsuits it is Impossible to elude. MethSnks I would 
not die, and yet I am daily expiring ; for yon <Hily I wish t« 
lire, and yoa alone are the cause of my death. 



LETTER XI. 

FROM ELOISA. 

My attachment to my dear friend grows every day 
stronger ; your absence becomes Insupportable, and I hare 
no relief bot in my pen. Thus my lore keeps pace with 
yours ; for I judge of your passion by your real fear of 
oTending : your former fears were only fe^ed, witii an in- 
tent to advance your cause. It is an easy matter to dittin- 
guish the dictates of an afflicted heart, from the phrenzy of 
a heated imagination, and I see a thousand times more affec- 
tion iu your present constraint, than in your former delirium. 
I know also that yonr situation, restrained as it is, is not 
wholly bereft of pleasure. A sincere lover must be very 
happy in making frequent sacrifices to a grateful mistress, 
when he fs assured that not one of them will be forgotten, 
but that she will treasure the remembrance in her heart. 

But who, knows whether, presuming on my sensibility, 
this may not be a deeper, and therefore a more dangerous 
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plot tbut the former I O, no t the su{Hrion vu unjait ; 
yoa certainly cuinot mean to deceire me. And yet pmdence 
tells me to be more Busiucioiu of compuuon than even oC 
loTe ; for I find iny»^ more affected bj yonr reject, than 
by all your tiwuport ; lo that, at yon are grown more hor 
oest, you are become in proportioB more fonnidable. 

la the orerflowing of my he«rt, I mn>t tell yon a truth, of 
wUcbyonr own feelingi cannot failtoconrince yon : it is, that 
in spite of fortune, parents, andof ourselres, onr fates arenid~ 
ted for ever, and we can be only happy or miserable, togeAer. 
Oursonla, if I may use the expression, touch in all points, and 
we feel an endre coherence : correct me if I speak nnpliilo- 
sophically. Our destiny may part ns, bnt cannot disnitite 
us. Henceforward our paios and pleasures must be mutaal ; 
and, like the magnets, of which I have heard yon speak, tiiat 
have the same motion, though in difiereot places, we shonld 
have the same sensations at the two extremities of tiie 
world. 

Banish, therefore, the tud hope, if yon ever entertained 
it, of Bxclusife happiness to be purchased at the expeace of 
mine. Do not Qatter yourself with the idle prospect of feli" 
city founded upon Eloisa's dishonour, or imagine that ''you 
could behold my ignominy and my tears without horror. Bo- 
liere me, my dear friend, Iknow your heart better than your- 
self. A passion so tender and so true, cannot possibly excite 
. an impure desire ; bat we are so attached, that if we were on 
the brink of perdition, it would be impossible for ns to &11 
singly ; of my min yours is the inevitable cooCequeuce. 

I should be glad to convince you how necessary it is for 
BB both that I should be intrusted with the care of onr des- 
tiny. Can you doubt that you are as dear to me as myself,, 
or that I can enjoy any happiaess exclusive of yours i No, 
my dear friend, our interest if exactly the same ; but 1 have 
D 6 
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rather more atsftokc, and have therefore more reawn to be 
m^hful. I o«I:'i^a1n;onngeBt : but did yon nerer obserre, 
tfaat if reason be generally weaker, and Booser apt to de- 
cay in our lex, it also comes more early to maturity than in 
Joan i as, in regetation, the most feeble plants arrirc soonest 
at their perfection and dissolution. We find onrselres, 
from our first conception of things, intrusted with so Taln- 
ble a treasure, that our dread of consequences soon unfolds 
our judgmeat, and An early sen»e of oar danger excites our 
Tigilance, 

In short, the more I reflect upon onr situation, the more I 
am conriured that lore and reason join in my request : snfier 
yourself then to be led by the gentle deity ; for though he 
U blind, he is not an useless guide. 

I am not quite certun that this language of my heMt will 
be perfectly intelligible to youm, or that my letter will be 
read with the same emotion with which it wa< written ; nor 
am I coDTinced that particular objects will erer appear to 
us in the same light ; but certain I am, that the advice of 
eitiier, wluch tends least towards separate happiness, is that 
which we ought to follow. 



LETTER XII. 
TO ELOISA. 
O HTEl(Hsa,hawpatheticis the language of nature ! How 
plainly do I perceive, in yoar last letter, the serenity of 
innocence, and the solicitude of loTe ! Your sentiments 
are expressed without art or trouble, and convey a more 
delicate sensation to the mind, than all the refined periods 
bf studied elocution. Yourreasons areincontroTcrtible, bnt 
urged with such an air of sinplicity, that they seem less 
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cogent at first, tbui they realty are ; ut4'70ur i 
expreiuDg the sabUmeBt Reolimeiita is lo iuIiubI and iaty, 
that without reflectioo one is i^tt to niateke (kem for com. 
mon iqiuiions. 

Yea, my EloiiK, the care of our deitiny iball be entirely 
yonra : sot because it is your right, but as yonr dnty, and 
u a piece of justice I expect from yonr jndgment, for < 
the iajary you baye done to mine. From this moment to \ 
the end of my life, I resign myself to your mil ; dispose 
of me as of one who hath no interest of his own, and 
whose existence bath no connexion bnt with yon. Donbt 
not that 1 will fly front my resolutioa, be (he terms yon im- 
pose ever so rigorous ; for though I myself sbonld pro&t 
nothing by my obedience, if it adds but one jot to yonr fe> 
licity, I am sufficiently rewarded. Therefore I relinquish 
to you, witliout res^^e, tlie entire care of our common 
happiness ; secure but your own, and I will be satisfied. 
As for me, who can nnther forget you a single moment, nor 
think of yon witfaoot forbidden emotion, I will now gire my 
whole attention to the employment you were pleased to as- 
sign me. 

It is now just a year since we began our studies, and hi- 
therto they have been direc(ed partly by chance, rather 
with' a design to consult your taste, than to improve it. 
Betides, our hearts were too much fluttered, to leave us the 
perfect use of our senses. Onr eyes wandered from the 
book, and our lips pronounced words, without any ideas, 
I remember, your arch cousin, whose mind was unengaged, 
used frequently to reproach us with want of conception ; she 
seemed delighted to leave us behind, and soou grew more 
knowing than her preceptor. Now, though we have some- 
times smiled at her pretensions, she is really the only one of 
tiie three who retains any port of our reading. 
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Bnt to retrieve, in some d^ree, the time ve have lost, 
(ah I EloisK, wu erertlme more bmppiSj spent f) I hare 
formed a kind of plan, whidi inaf poatibly, by the adTan- 
tage of method, in some measure compensate our nagleet. 
I send it you enclosed ; we will read it together ; at present 
I shall only make a few genera) obserraticHis on tha Bnl))ect. 

If, mj charming friend, we were inclined to parade with 
•«r learning, and to itudy for the world rather Hum for oar. 
selves, my system would be a bad one ; for it tends only to 
extract a little from a Tsat multiplicity of things, and from a~ 
lat^ library to sdect a small number of books. 

Science in general, may be considered as a coin of great 
value, but of use to the possessor, only^ inasmnch as it is com- 
municated to others ; it is valuable but as a commodity in 
traifick..^ Take from the learned the pleasure of being heard, 
and their lore of knowledge would vanish. They do not 
stady to obtain wisdom, but the reputation of it ; philosofAy 
would Jiave no charms, if the philosopher had no admirers. 
For onr parts, who have no design bnt to improve our minds, 
it will be most adviseable to read little and think mnch ; or, 
which is better, frequency to talk over the subjects on which 
we have been reading. I am of opinion, when once the 
nndentanding is a little developed by refiectiiMi, it is better 
to reason for ourselves, than to depend upon books for the 
discovery of truth ; for by that means it will make a mnch 
■tronger impression ; whilst, on the contruy, by taking things 
for granted, we view objects by halves, and in a borrowed 
li^. We are born rich, says Montaigne, and y%t our 
whole education consists in borrowing. We are taught to 
accumulate continually, and, like true misers, we choose 
rather to use the wealth of other men^ tiian break into 
our own store. 

I confess, there are many people whom the method I pro- 
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pme would not nril, mho oaght to read much taii think litth, 
becanse erery borrowed reflection is better thaa any thing 
they conld have produced. But T recommend the contrary 
to yon, who improre upon ereiy book yon read. Let ns 
therefore mntnitUy commnnicate our ideas ; I will relate the 
opinions of othen, then you shall tell me yours npon the 
same subject ; and tbns shall I frequently gather more in. 
itraction from onr lectnre than yourself. 

The more we contract onr circle, the more necessary it is 
to be circnmspect in the choice of onr authors. The grand 
error of yonng students, as 1 told you before, is a too im- 
plicit depeudeace upon book^, aud too much diffidence in 
their own capacity ; without reflecting, that tiiey are much 
less liable to be mided by their own reason, than by the so- 
phiatry of systematical writers. If we woald but amsult onr 
own feeiiogg, we should easily distinguish virtue and beautg i 
we do not waut to be tat^ht either of these ; but examples 
of extrane virtue and superlatire beauty are. less common, 
and these are therefore more difficult to be uaderstood. Onr ; 
ranity leads us to mistake our own weakness for that of na- \ 
tore, and to think those qtutities chimerical which we do not \ 
perceire within oursehes ; idleness and ttce rest upon pre. ; 
tended impossibility, and men of little genius conclude, that j 
things which are nncomtnoa, have no existence. These errors | 
we must endeavour to eradicate, and, by using ourselves to / 
contemplate grand objects, destroy the notion of their im. 
posnbility ; thus, by degrees, our emulation is roused by 
example, our taste refiBes, and every thing indifl«rent be- 
cOBKB intalendile. 

But let us not have recourse to books for principles which 
may be found vrithin ourselves. What have we to do with 
the idle dispates of philosophers, concerning virtue and hap. 
piness ? Let us rather eils{>10y that time in being virtuous and 
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happy, which other* waste in frnitleM inquiries after the 
means ; let ub rather imitate great eiamples, than busy oar- 
■eives with systems and opinions. 

I always beliered that virbie was in reality actiTe beanty ; 
or at least titat they were intimately connectM^ and 'spllfag 
from the same source in nature. From this idea it follows, 
that wisdom and taste are to be improved by the same means ; 
and that a mind trnly sensible of the charms of rirtae, must 
receive an equal impresnon from eTcry other lUnd of beanty. 
Yet accurate and refilled perceptions are to be acquired only 
by habit j and hence it is, that we see a painter, in viewing 
a fine prospect or a good picture, in raptures at certain ob- 
jects which a common observer would not even have seen. 
How many real impressions do we perceive, wliich we cannot 
account for ? How a&ay je-ne-saii.qttou frequently occur, 
which taste only can determine i Taste is, in some degree, 
the microscope of judgment ; it brings small objects to onr 
view, and its operations begin where those of judgment end. 
How then shall we proceed in its cultivation i By eiercising 
our sight as well aa feeling, and by judging of the beautiful 
from inspection, as we judge of virtue from sensatiDu. J am 
persnaded there may be some heard upon which the first 
sight even of Eiotsa would make no impression. 

For this reason, my lovely scholar, I limit your studies to 
books of taste and manners. For this reason, changing my 
precepts into examples, I shall give you no other definitions 
of virtue than tiie pictures of virtuous men ; nor other rules 
for writing well, than books which are well written. 

Be not surprized that I have thus coutracted the circle of 
your studies ; it will certainly render them more useful : I 
am convinced, by daily experience, that all instruction which 
tends not to improve the mind, is not worth your attention. 
We will dismiss the languages, except the Kalian, which you 
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oaderstand and admire. We will discard onr elements of 
algebra and geometry. We would even quit oor phlloBophy, 
wer« it not for the utility of its terms. We will, for ever, 
reooance modem history, except that of our own country, 
and that only on account of onr liberty, and the ancient sim- 
plicity of our manners : for let nobody persuade you that 
the history of one's own country is the most Interesting ; it 
is ftlse. The history of some countries will not ewen bear 
reading. The most interesting history is that which furnishes 
the most examples, manners, and characters ; in a word, 
the moBt instruction. We are told that we possess all these 
in as great a degree as the uicients ; but turn to their his- 
tories, and you will be ctHirinced that this is also a mistake. 

Tbere are people whose foces are so unmeaning, that the 
beat painter cannot catch tbeir likeness, and there are gorern- 
ments so oucliaracteriEtlc as to want no historhn ; but able 
historians will nerer be wanting, where tbere is matter de- 
serving the pen of a good writer. In short, they tell us, 
Hat men are alike in all ages, that their rirtues and vices arc 
the sune, and that we admire the ancients only because they 
are ancients. This is also folse : in former times great effect! 
were produced by trifling causes, but in our days it is just 
the reverse. Tbe ancients were contemporary with their 
hfstoriajjB, and y^ we hare learned to admire them : shonld 
poitflri^ ever admire our modem historians, they certainly 
will not have grounded tbeic opinion npon ours. 

Oat of r^ard to onr conttant companion, I consent to a 
few volumes of belies lettres, i^ich I should not have recom- 
mended to yon. Except Petrarch^ TasNo, Metastasio, and 
the best French theatrical authors, I leave yon none of Uiosa 
amorous poets, which are the common amusement of your 
sex, The most inspired of them atl cannot teach us to love, 
Ahf Eloita, we are better iaatnicted by our own, hearts. 
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The phrues borrowed from books are cold and insipid to ui 
who apeak, the language of our aouls. It is a kind of reading 
which cramps the imagination, eoervates the mind, and diiDt 
its origiaal brightness. On the contrary, real lore iuflueneei 
all our ssntiinentg, and animates them with new vigonr. 



LETTER XIII. 

FROM ELOISA. 

I TOLn JOB we were happy, and nothing prores it move 
tkaa the uneasiness we feel upon the least change in our si- 
tuation i if it were not true, why shoaldtwo days sepamdoo 
give as so much pain ? I say u«, for I know my friend 
shares my impatHuce ; he feels my uneasiness, and is no. 
happy upon his own account ; but to tell me this, were 
DOW supeiflnous. 

We hare been in the country since last mgbt onlj' ; the 
hour is not yet come In which I should see you if I were in 
town ; and yet this distance makes me already find your ab- 
sence afanost insupportable. If yon had not prohibited 
geometry, I should say, that my inquietude increases in s 
compoBod ratio of the intervals of time and space ; so sen- 
■iUe am I titat the pain of absence is increased by distance. 
I bare brought with me your tetter, and your plui of stud^, 
for my meditation : I have read the first already twice orer, 
and own I was a good deal affected with the conclaaioB. I 
perceive, my dear friend, that your passion deserves &e 
same of real lor^, becaose you still preserve your setae of 
hononr, and are capable of sacrificing every thing to virtue. 
To deinde a wonufn, in the disguise of her preceptor, is 
surely, of all the wiles of seduction, the most unpardonable ; 
and he must have very little resource in himself, who wwld 
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attempt to nore bii Bistrwa by the amistaBce of romance. 
If you had availed yoBrielf of phUoiopliy tp forward your 
dewgn^ or if yo« kad endeaTOnred to estabtish maxims, fa. 
Tourable to yotir interat, those very method! of deceit wouU 
soon have nndeceired me ; but you hare more honesty, and 
are therefore more dangeroiu. From the first moment I 
perceived in my heart the lea^t spark of lore, and the desire 
of a lasting attachment, I petitioned HeaTen to naite me to 
a man vhose son) was rather amiable than bis person ; for 
well I knew, the charms of the mind w«re least liable 
todis^st, and tluU probity and honour adorn every sen> 
timent of the heart. I chose with propriety, and therefor*, 
like Solomon, I tere obtained, not only what I ajjlLcd for, ' 
but also what I did not ask. 1 look npon this as a good 
omen, add 1 do not despair bnt I Aah one day have it in my 
power to make my dear friend as happy as be desetres. W« 
haye indeed many obstacles to ivrniount, and the expedie^S 
are slow, donbtfnl, and diScutt. I dare not flatter myself 
too mnch ; be asmred, however, that notUng sh^l be for- 
gotten which the united eflbrts of love and patience can ac> 
conplisb. Meanwhile, ceatinne to hnmonr my mother, and 
prepare yourself for the retam of ny father, who at last re- 
tires after thirty years serviceu. You must leam to Mtdnre 
the banghtiness of a hasty old gentleman, jedona of hii 
faononr, who will love you withont flattering, and esteem 
yon witfaout many professions. 

I broke otf here, to take a ramble to the neighboaring 
woods. Yo«, my amtabl* friend, — you were my companion 
—fn ratber I carried you in my heart. 1 sou^t those pAtlu 
which I imagined wc should have trod, and marked the 
shndes which seemed worthy to receive ns. The delightful 
(oHliide of the groves seemed to hei^tenour (engibility, and 
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the woods themselves appeared to receive additional hc'.utjr 
from the preeence of two aach faithful toven. 

Amidst the nataral bowers of this charming place, there 
is one still more beeutifnl than the rest, with whic'.i I am 
most delighted, and where, for that reason, I interd to sur. 
prize joa. It must not be said that I want generosity to 
reward your constant respect. I would convince you, in 
spite of vulgar opinions, t^t voluntary favours are more 
valuable tlian those obtained by importunity. Bat lest the 
strengQi of yoar imaginatioD should lead you too far, I must 
inform you, that we will not visit these pleasant boweri 
without my conttant companion. 

Now 1 have mentioned my cousin, I un determined, if it 
does not displease yon, tluit you shall accompany her hither 
on Monday neit. You most not fail to be with her at ten 
o'clock. My mother's chaise will be there about that time ; 
you shall spend the whole day with us, aad we will return 
all together Oie next day after dinuer. 

I had written so far, when I bethought myself that I have 
not the same opportnnity here, for the conveyance of my 
letter, as in town. I once had an incUnstion to send you 
one of your books by Gustin the gardener's son, and so eu. 
close my letter in the cover : but as there is a possibility 
that you may not be aware of this contrivance, it would be 
unpardonably imprudent to risk our all on so precarious a 
bottom. I must therefore be contented to signify the in- 
tended rendezvous on Monday by a biUet, and I myself will 
give yon this letter. Besides, I was a little apprehensive lest 
you might comment too freely on the mystery of the bower. 
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70 ELOISA. 

Ah ! Eloiaa, Eloisa ! what have you done ? Yoo meant 
to reward ni€, and you are the cause or jnj ruin ; — I am in- 
toxicated, or, rather, I am mad — My brains are turned — 
a]l my senses are disordered by this fatal kiss. You designed 
to alleTiate my pain ; but you have cruelly increased my I 
torment. The poison I hare imbibed from your lips will 
destroy me— my blood boils within my veins ; I shall die, 
«nd yonr pity will but hasten my death. 

immortal remembrance of that illusive, frantic, and 
enchanting moment ! never, never to be effaced so long aa 
Eloisa lives within my soul. Till my heart is deprived of all 
tensalion, thou wilt continue to be (he happiness and torment 
of my life I 

Alas ! I possessed an apparent tranquillity ; resigned my- 
self entirely to your supreme will, and never murmured at 
the fate you condescended to prescribe. I had conquered 
the impetuous sallies of my imagination; I disguised my 
looks, aud put a lock upon my heart ; I but half expressed 
my desires, and was as content as possible. This your billet 
found me, and I flew to your cousin : we arrived at Claren* ; 
my heart beat quick at the sight of my beloved Eloisa ; her 
gWeet Toice caused a strange emotion : I became almost tran_ 
sported, and it was locVy for me that your cousin was pre- 
sent to engage yonr mother's attention. We rambled iu the 
garden; dined comfortably ; you found an oi;portunily, un. 
perceived, to give me your charming letler, which I durst 
not open before this formidable witness : the sun began to 
decline, and we hastened to the woods for the bene&t of the 
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ihad«. Alu ! I wu quite happy, and I did not CTen coa- 
ceive a state of greater bliss. 

As ve approached the bower, I perceived, not without 
a secret emotion, yoar sigBtftcast ]riBks, f oar mutual smiles, 
and the increasing glow in thj' channing cheeks. Soon ai 
we entered, I was snrprized to tee your cousin approach me, 
and, with an affected air of humility, ask me for a kiss> 
Without comprehending the mystery, I complied with her ve- 
quest; and, charming as she is, I nerer could- have had ;t 
more conTincing proof of the insifadity of those sensations 
,' which proceed not from the hearL But what became of me 

a moment after, when I felt— — my bands shook a geatle 

tremor- thy balmy lips ^— my Eloisa's lips to«ch, 

pressed to mine, and myself within her arms ? Quicker than 
lightning, a sudden fire darted through my soul ; I seemed «U 
OTer sensible of the rarishing condescension, and my heart 
sunk down oppressed with unsnpportahle delight ; — when all 
at once, I perceived youi colour change, your eyes close ; 
you leant upon your cousin, and fainted away. Fear exlin- 
gnbhed all my joy, and my happiness vanished like a shadow. 

I scarce know any thing that has passed aince that fatal mo- 
ment. The impression it has made on my heart will never 

beeffaced. A favour! it is an extreme torment No, 

keep thy kisses, 1 cannot bear them — they are too penetra- 
ting, too painful — they distract me, I am no more myself, 
and you appear to me no more the same abject. You seem 
not, as formerly, chiding and severe ; but methinks I see and 
feel you lovely and tender, as at that happy instant when X 
pressed you to my bosom, O, Eloisa ! whatever may be the 
consequence of my ungovernable passion, use me as severely 
as you please, 1 cannot exist in my present condiliou, and I 
perceive I mustot last expire at your feet — or in your arms. 
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PROM ELOISA. 

It ii necewarj-, my dear friend, ttuU we shoutd pirt for 
Bometinie: 1 ask it as the first proof of that obedienceyon hare 
so often promised. If I am ui^^t in my reqaest, yon may 
be assured I hare good rrason for it : indeed I bare, and you 
are too well conrinced that I most, to be able to take titis 
rcsoIntioD ; for yoar part, yon will be latiifiad, since it ii my 
desire. 

Yon hsTe l«v talked of taking a journey into VaUa. I 
wish yon would datermine to go before the ^^roacfa of tbe 
wtater. Antanm, in this conntry, still wears a mild aad MKiM 
aspoct ; bat yon see the ti^s «f the mountains are already 
white, mad six wedcs later you shoald not hare my consent te 
take such a rough jonmey. ResolTe, therefore, to set out txt. 
BorWw : yoD will write to me by the directton which I shall 
■end, and you will give me yonrs, when yon ariire at Sioo. 

You would nerer acquaint me with tl>e ritnation of yonr 
affiurs ; but yon are not in your own coontiy ; yonr fortnae 
I know is small, and I am persuaded yoa must diminisb it 
here, where yon stay only upon my account, I look upon 
myself, therefore, as your pursebearer, and send you a small 
matter in the little box, which yen mnst not open before the 
bearer. I will not anticipate difficulties, and I have too great 
an esteem for you to believe you capable of making any on 
this occation. 

I b<^ yon will not return without my permission, and also 
that yon will take no leave of us. Yon may write to my 
mother, or me, merely to inform us, that some nsforeseen 
bariness reqnireB yonr presence; that yon are obliged to 
depart immediately ; and yon may, if yon please, send me 
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some directions concerning my Btudies, till yon retnni. Tov 
must be careful to SToid the least sppeRrance of mysterj. 
Adieu, my dear frieod, and forgst not tlint you take with yon 
die heart and soul of Eloisa. 



LETTER XVI. 

ANSWER. 

ETEBTline of yonr terrible letter made me ihndder. But 
I will obey yon ; I hsre promised, mtd It is my doty. — y«, 
you shall be obeyed. But yon cannot concnTe — no, baiba. 
rons Eloiaa, yon will never comprehend how this crnd sacri- 
fice afiects my heart. There wanted not tbe trial in the bower 
to increase my sensibility. It was a merciless refinement 
of inhumanity, and 1 now defy yon to moke me more mise- 
rable. 

I return yonr box unop^ed. To odd ignominy to cmdty 
is too much; you are, Indeed, the mistress of my fate, bat 
not of my honour. I will myself preserve this sacred deposit. 
Alas I it is the only treasure I have left, and I will nerer 
part with it so long as I live. 



LETTER XVII. 
REPLY. 
Your letter excites my compassion ; it is (be only s< 
thing you have ever written. 

1 affront yonr honour ! I would rather sacrifice my life. 
Do you belieie it possible that I should mean to injure yoor 
honour ? Ingrate ! Too well thou knowest that for tiiy sake 
I had almost sacrificed my own. Bul^ tell me what is this 
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fcMMur vUch I hsfe oEcoded I Aib thy grorvlliag heart, 
thy iaddkate Mol. How deqricable irt thou if tboo. hait 
na ^aaowt but AiU whicb U onkBOwa ta Eloisa ] Shall those 
wheat tw»rU are oae^ scmple ta share their poueaaioiis ? 
Shall hft who call! biinsolf mine, refiue my gifts i Since when 
is it become dtthonourable ta receive Cram. thoK we lore I 
Bat the nan is despis«4 whose wants fxceed hts fiirtaDe. 
Deaptsedt by nhoid ? By thcue atgect iodIs who place their 
haaoBi in ttiar wealthy and estimate thcii virtiie by theii 
w«ifht0fg^. Bat i» this the honour of a. good man £ Is 
virtue less hionoarible, bacaase it is poor i 

UndsiMedLy there are presents which a man of honour 
ought not to accept; hut J must tell you, tiioae are equally 
disboDOimUe to the persMt by whom they aie offered ; and 
that what may be given with honour, it cannot be diihononr- 
able to receive .' oow my heart is so far from reproachiDg 
ni» mth what I did, th^ it glories in the i^otire. Nothing 
MD be more despicable tfaaaa man whose loTe and assiduitiei 
ajre bought, except the woman by whom tbey are purchased. 
Bot where two hearts arc united, it ie so reasonable and jiist 
that their fortunes should be ia common, that if I have re- 
served more than my share, I ttihik myself indebted to you 
for the overplus. If (he favours of love are rejected, how 
shall our hearts express their gratituiJe ?" , 

But, lest you should imagine that in my design to supply 
yoor VBots, I was inattentive to my own, 1 will give you an 
igdhipotable proof of the contrary. Know then, that the 
purse which I now letam, contaios double the sum it held be- 
fore, and that 1 could have re-doubled it if I had pleased. 
My lather gives me a cettaiu allowance, moderate indeed, 
bat which my mother's kindness renders it unnecessary forme 
to to«cb. As to my lace and embroidery, they are the pro. 
doee of my own- industry. It is true, I was nOt always so 

Vol. I. E 



:=inGoo^lc 



74 ELOISA. 

rich ; bat, I know not how, mj attention to a certaia fatal 
pasdoa has of late made me. nf^lect m thouund little «xpea, - 
■ire Bnperflnities ; which is another reason why I shonld dig. 
pose of it in thu manner : it is but jost that yon shonU be 
Jnunbled, as a pnnislnneiit for the evil yon hare caused, a>d 
that love shonld eijnate the crimes it occwiont. 

Bnt to (he point. You say your honour will not suffer 
yon to accept my gift. If this be true, I have nothing mor« 
to say, and am entirely of opinion that yon caimot be too po- 
ihiTe in this respect. If, therefore, you can prove this to be 
the case, I desire it may be done clearly, inconlestably, aod 
without evanon ; for you know I hate all appeamnqe of sop 
phistry. You may then return the purse ; 1 will recftre it 
without complaining, and you shall hear no more of tins 
affittr. 

You will be pleased, however, to remember, that I neL 
^her like false honour, nor people who are affectedly pnoc 
tlUous. If yon return the twz without a justiS cation, or if 
your justification be not satisfactory, we must meet no more. 
Think of this! Adieu! 



LETTER XVIII. 
TO ELOISA. 

I BECEiTEDyourpresent— I departed without takingleare, 
and am now a considerable distance from you. Am I suffi- 
ciently obedient ? Is your tyranny satisfied? 

I can ^re you no account of my journey ; for I can re- 
member nothing more than that I was three days in trarelr 
lin^ twenty leagues. Every step I took seemed to tear my 
soul irom my body, and to anticipate the pain of deaUi. ' I 
iul>.ud<>d to hare given you a description of the country 
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tknrogti vfatch 1 puaed. V^ project ! I beheld nothiiig 
batTOD, and cwi describe notMnj but EloiM. The repeated 
««>tioi» of mj heart threw tK into a continued dlitraction : 
I in»^:iiied mys^f to be where I waa not ; I had hardlj 
Mue eMOffgh left to aak or follow mj road, and I am arrived 
at Sion wHhoitt «rer leaving Veral. 

Thna I hare dlaCovered the secret of elndinf your cnieltf, 
and of leeing you witbont diiobeying yonr command. No, 
filgiM, with all yonr rigour, it is not in your powei' to sepa. 
rate me from yon entirely. I bave dragged into eule bat 
the most incontidenble part of myself; my sonl must remain 
with yon forcrer: witii impunity it explores your beanty, 
dwells In rapture upon every charm ; and I am happier in 
despite of yon than I erer was by your permission. 

Unfartnnately, I have here some people to Ttsit, and some 
vecesHiy business to transact. I am least wretched In so> 
Ittude, where I can employ all my thoughts oponEloisa, and 
trmsport inyself to ber in imagination. Every employment 
wbicii calls off my attention, is become insupportable. I 
will hurry over my affairs, that I may be soon at liberty to 
wander through the solitary wilds of this delightful country. 
Since I must not live wilh yon, I vrill shun all a jciety with 
jmnkmd. 



LETTER XIX. 

.TO £L0I8A. 

I AM BOW detuned here only by your order. Those fire 

^ys have been more than sufficient to finiEh my ovm coo- 

nems. If things may be so called in which the heart has no 

inlereit ; so that now you have no pretence to prolong my 

exile, uiless wilh design to torment me. 

E S 
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- IlMgiBtobe vrrwemy alw^tiie&te^of my Ant 1«Hm: 
It vaa Tii^eii and wnt by the port inoMdMAJ^ if«n vf a>. 
riTal, and tbe (!Ui«<;tk»Q «u vxaftiy c^iied imn timL vUtk 
)f04 tnnnnUtedme: I seqt j^us)^ witbcqiulcwa; M 
thfttif 7ouliM>^veTedtiiepnac<i)4l^, I nnM ban Hcmad 
yoat letter before now. Vet ^ lettv dom nat ^ipeor, 
and tliwe ii no possible Uiaiity T^ch' I bace not suppoaed to 
b^ the pBiue of it> delay. O ^tpMa? bMr taaof' onjomeen 
accideDjlB at^y have happened in tife apMe <rf one weak, to 
disBoJre tha ipoit parbct noiop that even existed I I akndder 
to thinly tba^ there are a thimia n 4 meaaa to. — fce me bim. 
rabl^k and oplf one by whtah X can pouibly be happy. Elaisa, 
ifLit t^tl4mfoT|s»ttaa ; God. fonbifl ! Tbwt ware to be nL 
■erable indeed. I aip prepai^d (or any other mufortnne ; 
butaU tl^e povara of my soql sjiikpn at thp bwe idAB oC that. 

Q no.l i|t cannot ba: IiamcwwV)edmy£Hinar«g»o«nd^^ 
less, U)d yet my ^^rehennona coatinKa. Tie IdttMtiess of 
my misfortuqat increosea daily ; and as if real evils were not 
sufficient to depress my son], my ftara anpply me vtft ima^~ 
nary one^ to add weight to the othera. At fimt, my griaf was 
ipnch mo!ce tolerable. The tronble of a nddeii departwre^ 
and the jpvrqpy itself were somff sort of dissipatknt ! bat 
this peaceful solitude assembles all my woes. Idkeawwinded 
aoldier, I felt but little pain till after I had retired from the 
fiehl. 
1^ How often have I langhed at a lover, in romance, bemoan. 
: ing the absence of his mistress. Little did I imagine that 
yonr absence would ever, be soitatolarable to me 1 I am now 
seasible bow improper, it is for a mind at eace to jftdga of 
other men's pasaionsi; and bow fixdish. to odicnU the saiii. 
^■alioDS.we have nevar felt I must confess, howevor, I have 
.great contolatiDn in reBecting tiiat I suffer by your comnwBd. 
The luffiarings which jan are pleased to ordain, ue much 
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ien puBfnl thin if Aty itvn Inflicted by the bmnd of for- 
toK ; if tkey give yon tay niiitac&m, 1 ikinld be lorijr 
MttohinnAMrefi; illwy «te tlie pledge* of thdr reward; 
1 kMw yon too w«U to balleTe yo^ vill ^crrise bnlnrtty 
hv it> Mm tAe. 

If yo»r ierig* be to iptat me to the proof, I triH fUunnnt 
no more. It is but jut dut ytftt thonld lOtoIr lAedm I tA 
cnittmt, en^Md with fMdMice, dotffity, snd, fai bhOft, \tOT. 
ayof tiftbll«yoBde8lg|»Me. Vmbl If thia be yonr idea, 
1 tUa conqoUin thHt I hare sot mSttnA half enough. All, 
£laiN, for bewea'i take M^t>Oi^ **■« flatteiinj[ npeCtation 
Id »y hetit, 4ad biVent, if yon «an, some torment bettet' 
fmpentbMiA td Ae reward. 



LEtTER XX. 
FROM :eXX}ISA. 
t BCcuTCt) boA your letttra U once, and t percnre by 
your imxtety in the second caacernlngttiefateoFthe oflier, 
ttat wtien imaginHtioA hktn tire lead of reason, ttie tatter U 
not always in haste to flollbw, but tnafi^ her sometimes to 
proeeod alone. IHd you suppose, when yon reached SioQ, 
-^t tile post Widted only for your letter, that it would be 
delirered to me the instant of his arriral here, and that my 
answer wonld be bronred with eqoal dlq>atch i Nf, no, my 
good fri«id, things do not always go on so swimmingly, 
Yonr two epistles came both together, becanae the post hap- 
pened not to set out tm afttr 1m had nceived the Mcond. It 
reqiurca soae tiibe to distribute ithe4etten ; my agettt bu 
not alwap an immediate opportnuty of meeting me alone, and 
tbe pott fh>m brace does not return the day after bis arrival : 
■o tbat, ail tlungs calculated, it must be at least a wtek before 
E 3 
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ve can receive an answer one (ram the oUier. Thb I hgie 
aiplained to you, tridi a design, Mice for all, to satisfy your 
impatience. Whilst yon are acclaiming against fortune, and 
my negligence, you see that I bare been busied in obtainiog 
tile information necessary to insure our corre^mndence^ and 
prerent your anxiety. Which of ua has be«i best employed, 
I leave to your own decision. 

Let uSf my dear friend, talk no more of pain; ratberpar- 
tAe the joy I feel at tbe retam of my kind Atber, after a te> 
diona absence of eight months. He amved od Tbaraday 
evening, unce which happy moment I haie thought of nobo. 
dy else.* O thou, whom, next to the uiQior of ny being, 1 
love more than all the world ! why must thy tetters, thy coi^ 
plainings, affect my soul, and interrupt the first transports of 
a re.nnlted happy family f 

Ton eipect to monopoUze my whole attention. Bnt tell 
me, could you lore a girl whose passion for her lorer conid 
eztingnish all affection for her parenta? Would yon, because 
you are uneasy, make me insen^le to the endeaxm«ita of a 
kind father } No, my worthy friend, yon must not imbittar 
my innocent joy by your nnjnst reproaches. Ton, who han 
so much Bensibility, can surely conceive the sacred pleasures 
of being pressed to the throbbing heart of a tender parents 
Do yoD think that in those delightful moments it is possible to 
divide one's affection ! 

Sot ckt tonfiglia to «i rammento adeao. 
Wben alL I think of is, that I'm his child. 

Tet, yon are not to imagine I can forget you. Do we 
ever forget what we really love ! No ; the more lively im. 

* Tbe laif; teems lo hare forgot what she said in ilte preceding 
pnragraph. 
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pressioo!) of a moment have no power to efbce th« other. I 
was not onaRected with your departore hence, and shall not 
be displeased to see 70B retarn. Bnt — be patient Ulce me, ' 
becaiue yon must, without as^ng uxy other reason. Be ai- 
tared that I will recall you as noon as it is in my power ; and 
remember, that those who complain loudest of ^euce, do 
aotalways safler most. 



LETTER XXI. 

TO ELOISA. 

How was I tonnented in receiving the letter which I so 
impatiently expected 1 I wajted at the pott koose. The 
mail wat scarce opened before I gare in my name, and began 
to impoitune the man. He told me there was aletter fornM ; 
my heart lei^ed ; I asked for it with great impatience, and 
at last received it, O £loisa! how I rejoiced to behold the 
wdUtnown band ! A thousand times ironld I have kissed the 
pi«donB characters ; but I wanted resolution to press the 
letter to my lips, or to open it before so many witnesses. 
Immediately, X retired ; m^ knetui trembled ; I scarce knew my 
way ; I broke the seal the munent I had pasted the first turn, 
teg ; I rao orer, or rathei devoured the dear lines, till I came - 
to that part which so movingly speaks yonr tenderness and 
aSectionforyonr venerable father.— I wept; I was observed ; 
I thenretiiwd toaplaceof greaterprivacy,aodtlieremingled ' 
my joyful tears with yonrs. With transport I embraced year 
happy father, though I hardly remember him. The voice of, 
itature reminded me of my own, ajidl shed fresh tears to his 
memory. 

O incomparable Eloisa! what can you posnbly learn of 
lae } It is from you only can be learnt ev^ry thing that Is 
E 4 
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great and good ; and especaaltj diatditiae anion of aatare, 
lore, and virtue, tibicb neTCr existed but in joq. Evny 
virtuons affecdoo is distingnished in yonr heart faj a sensibili- 
ty GO pecntiar to joundf, titat for the better regaktion at mj 
Awn, as ray actions are already nbmttted to your will, I 
percare my sentiments also most be 4Btemined by yoors. 

Yet, what a difference there b between your sitaaSon and 
mine! I do not mean as to rank or fortune ; sincere offec. 
tion, and dignity of soul, want none of these. But you are 
surrounded by a number of kind friends who adore yon— a 
tender mother, and a father who loves you as his only hope— • 
a friend and consin, who seems to breathe only for your 
sake ; you are the ornanent and onde of an entire family, 
the boast and admiration of a whole towm :— these, all 
thcae divide yonr semibinty ; and wktt rcnafau for love, b 
but a small part, in comparison of ^t which Is raiishe4fttNA 
yon by duty, nature, and friendriiip. But I, ^as 1 a wao. 
derer, without a family, and ^most without a conntry, have 
no one but yon upon nrtt, and am posoeised of no^ng bat 
my love. Be not, therefore, sarprlaed, thongh your heart 
may have ntore sensibility, that mine shonld know better 
how to love ; and that yon, who excel me in every Aing else, 
innst yl^ to me in tills respect. 

Ton need not, however, be appr^ensive lest I should in- 
^screetly trouble yoa with mf complaints. No ; I will not . 
Interrupt your joy, becansc it adds to yonr felicity, and is in 
its nature laudable. Iroagiaation shall represent the pathetic 
scene; and, tAnce I havenohappinessof my own, I will en- 
deavour to enjoy yours. 

Whatever may be your reasons tat pHitonging my absence, 
I believe them jnst ; but Qioi^h I knew them to be other. 
wise, what could that avail i Have I not promised implicit 
obedience ? Can I suffer more in bring rilent, than in parting 
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ttomjoni Bttt nmeaber, Bh^ yiritT uml no* At^ctl MM 
fopttnto twdiw, and tiikt di« me abb ti^KUd Hf cMctf, 
will oonfidua flu tiioit(>itWU. 



—Jiodo pin Jbrtt : 



FttbrUato jta noi, mm dalla torte. 



—JiAa'A fa; the itrongfit bonds, 



Whtth wc ouT«elve«, and du( Uind fbKulie ty'd. 

No, EIoisBj^onshalLhearaorepiotiig. Till yon ■» p^aaMd 
to recall me from esUe, I will try to deceive the tedioni honrs 
in exploring tbe raoantains of ValAii, vUbt they are yvt 
practicable, I am of o^nion, tlut this Onfreqatated cemtt- 
try deaeires tbe attention of specuUtiTe Csriotity) taid tliat it 
wanti notUng to excite adrairstioa b«t i ikilful apecllator. 
PerbapB my excurrion may give riie to a few kbMrfathma tliftt 
ma^ not be entirely mtdescrrtng yoar peraial. To amvie a 
fine lady, one sbonld describe a witty aad pt^te nation i bni 
I knew my Eloisa will bare mOrepleAmre in ft pitAonwbere 
»mplicity of manners and rnral happineH kre tfee prinoipel 
otyects. 



LEtTER XXlt. 

FROM ELOISA, 

' At lengtb the fee is broken : you bave tteen mentioned. 
Notwithstanding yoar poor opinion of ay lebmlng, it was 
8iifGcient to surprize my btber ; nor was be less pleased with 
roy progress in lAnsick Abd drawing*: indeed,' to tbe great 

* A mighty accomplished scbelai at twenty yearsofage, to have 
acquired such a vaxiety of improvement 1 At thirty, iaieeif ■!>• 
felicitates henelf that she is no longer so very bnowing. 
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astoniikiiieat of mj mother, who Was pr«jndiced by yoar 
iiDp(»iti»ii* OTi b«r, hewaa^ntiafied>riA■l7iInp*OTetDelItIm 
ereiy thing except heraldry, irbich be thlnka I tnTA nek 
glected. But all this conld not be acquired withoota mtstef; 
I told Mm mine, enomerating at the same fine all (he sciences 
be proposed to teach me, except one. He remembers to 
bave seen yoD sereral times on hb last journey, and does not 
appear to retain any impression to yoiir disadvantage. He 
then inquired aboat your fortune — he was told it was not great 
—your birth— be was answered, honett. TMs word hone*t 
sounds Tery equErocal in the ears of nobility .- it exerted 
some snspicions, whicb were- confirmed in the explanation. 
As aoaa as be was informed that your birth was not noble, he 
asked, what yon had been p^dper month ? My mother fe. 
pliM, that yon had not only refused to accept a stipeind, but 
that yon had eien rejected erery present she had oflsred. 
This pride of yanrs served bnt to ioflame. his own — who 
{■deed cowld bear the thought of being obliged to a poor 
plebeian f Therefore it was determined that a stipesdshould 
beoffiiired, ind that, in case yon refused it, notwithstanding 
yonr merit, yon shontd be dismissed. Such, my friend, is 
the result of a conversation, held concerning my most ho- 
noured master, during which his very humble scholar was not 
entirely at ease, I thought 1 could not be in too great hast* 
to p¥e yOn this information, that you might hare snfficient 
time to consider it maturely. When you are come to a reso- 
lution, do not Etil to let me know it ; for it is a matter en- 
tirv^ within yonr own province, and beyond my jurisdic- 
tion. 

I «m not mvdi pleased vitk yonr intended excursion to 

■ Alluding to a letter written bj him t« her mother in a very 
equivocal style, wbicb is suppressed. 
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^ tvonntaini : not tluti tUnk it will ptorc «i aiMB^rtain- 
il^ diMqMttiol), or that yanr nur^ve will oot^a me plea* 
niFej bntl.uifeaifDl Latt.foUDifty notba able to.Bnppprt ' 
the btigoe. Besides, the Mason ii alKsd]> too fu adranced: 
' the hUIs will soon be covered with snow, and 70a may posiU 
. JAy sofier as mnch from ctrid aj btigne. If jroa should Jail 
■ick in diat distant country, I shonld be inctmolable. ConC) 
therdbre, my dear friend, come nearer to your Elt^ ; it 
is not yet time to return to Verai ; but I wpnld liave you lees 
mdely utnated, and so ai to facilitate our correqHMidence. 
I leare the choice of place to yoarielf : only tUce care that 
it be kept secretfrom the people here;and be discreet wiHu 
out being mysterious 1 1 know yon will be prudent for your 
own sake, but doubly so for miae. 

Adieu. I am forced to break off. Yon know I am oblL. 
ged to be very cautious. But this is not all : my father has 
brought with him a renerable stranger, bis old friend, wbo 
once sared his life in battle. Judge then of the reception he 
desMTes 1 To-morrow he leares us, and we are impatient to 
procure him erery sort of eutertainment that will but e^ 
press our gratitude to such a benefactor . I am called, and 
must finish. Once more, adieu. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO ELOISA. ' ]' 

I KAtx Moployed scarce ta^ days in surreying a comlry 
that would require some yean. But, besides that I wu 
diiren off by the snow, I diose to be beCore-the post, who 
brings me, I hope, a letter from Eloisa. In the mean time, 
I b^n this, and shall afterwards, if It be necessary, .write 
another In answer to that which I shall receiTe, 
Ed 
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84 ELOtSA. 

I do not intend to gfve ytn ao Aceovnt of iD;f joatney lii 
this letter : yen AkU fee my fenufks irheu ire n«et ; thef 
nenld ttke vp too tnuoh of oar predom oorrespondence. 
For the prMtent It will be nffiMeiit to acqtiaint yoa Irlth ibb ' 
■itttftlion of my heart : H Is but jtat to render yon an acconnt 
of that wWrfi ii efttirely yoflrs. 

r^ I set ont dqected with my own infiierings, bnt consoled 
with yonr joy; iHtich held ne impended in tt state of lan- 
guor that b not disagreeable to trne Bensibility. Under (be 
GOlldnct of a very honeat gnlde, I Cra«led np the towering 
hHk tiirongh many a rugged unfrequented path.. Often 
wonld I mnse, and then, at once, some unexpected object 
caught my attentloa. One moment I beheld stupendous 
rocks banging ruinous over my bead ; the next, I was etare. 
loped in a drizzling cloud, which arose from a vast cascade 
Oat dashing thundered ag^nst the rocks below my feet ; ov 
one si^, a perpetual torrent opened to my view a yawning 
abyss, wblch my eyes could hardly fathoiUwith safety ; some- 
times I was lost in the obscurity of a habging wood, and 
then was agreeably astonished with tiie sudden opening of i 

■ flowery plain. A sarpriElag (nixtbre of wild, and cultivated 
nature, points out the hand of man, where one Would ima:. 
gine man had never penetrated. Here yon behold a horrid 
caTern, and there a human habitation ; vineyards where one 
would expect nothing bnt brambles ; delicious fruit among 
barren rocks, and corn-fields in the midst of cliffs and pre- 
\ cipi(^. 

fiat It is not labont only Oat renders tiiis stnnge country 
■owMderfnlly contraMed ; for here imture se«os tobkrea^- 
gmlar pleatnre in acting contradictorily tohetself, so dififerent 
does sbe appear in the eune place Ui different aspects. To. 
iMrds the east, the flowen of spritig— tb flie south, tbe 
fruits of autumn — and northwards, the ice of wintot. 8he 



bf Google 



£IX»aA. 



C3 



VdKu k11 tbs •eflS«Mi» in lb«u^b imtutt, ctaj dkoktoini 
tta Bane pUc«, diflBMot laiU.imtbe iamm laad^ aad, with k: 
lMirB«&7 alacwhen wikovwn, joIbi tta ptodacc of die 
{diin* ta thoM of tbs Uf^eat Al|». AM to tiuM^tfeiHa. 
■loni af v&ion, th* topi oitiia mmuitaiiiB varfoulj illmdned, 
tie larmonlAiia BuxtBre of light tnd sluida; and Oeir dlile*- 
•nt «ffMts in the moraing uad Ae ereiling «■ I MwrdiBd ; 
yon may then form vme idea «f tk icenes wUch Mgagcd 
Uj ftttenli*n, and which seemed to change m I pnud, aa oa 
aft enohaoted tbcotre ; for the progpwt of monntaini baing 
dAoit pei|ie>dicular to the horizon, itrikM the eye at tiie 
BUne time, and more po;freifuJly than that itf a t>UiD, vbate 
the objectsare seen Obliquely and half conceRled behind ench 
other. " r . -.i v'- '.,■ 

To tUifleuingTBriofy of soraea I Btlribnted tite jereaity 
of my mind duiing my first dky's ja«mey. I wondered t^ 
find that inanimBte bdngi Bbotild oTerralo c 
poBlioni, and deq^ied (he imjpetenee of philwopliy for faftTing / 
.leas power over the loul than a succeaaiDn of lifelesi ot^eisttj 
bot fiodiog that my tranquillity continued during the n 
and eren increased with the following day, I began to believe 
it flowed from some odier raUrae, which I had liof yet disco. 
Tered. That day I reached the lower nouatalss, and pasa- 
ing over tbeir rugged tops, at last aacended the highest snm- 
nut [ could poaubly attain. RaTing walked a while in the 
donds, I came to a place of greater serenity, whence one 
may peaceably observe the thnnder and the stonn gathering 
belowt — ah t too flattering pictiire of hnman wisdom, of which*7 
tbe original never existed, except in those iDbllme regionsj 
whence tbe emblew is .tdteth 

Here it wu that I plainly ditcovei^ in Hie pmitf of tfce 
air, the true cinse of that letUraMg tranquillity of aoal tb 
which I had bean bo famg a stranger. Thfi impteMion is go<i 
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nMid, thongb ii0tiiiuTersaU.7 obwrred. Upon the tops vf 
mountaiBa, the aij bwBg subtile and pare, we rofpire tritk 
neater fnedtus, oar faodieB are more actire, onr mindi mott 
serene, ovr pleasurealess udent,BiMlonrp>tiioni nochmore 
noderate. Oar meditatimis acc|uire a. degree of sablinutr 
■trom tke grandeur of the objects aroand ns. It Beemi aa if, 
being lifted abore all haman society, we liad left every low 
terrestrial sentiment bdiind ; and that as we approacli the 
ethereal rcpons, the soul imlHbes sometfaingof their eternal 
purity. One is graye wlthont being mekncholy, peacefbl 
bnt not indolent, pensire yet contented : onr desires lose 
their painful riolenc*, and leaye only a gentle naotion in onr 
hearts. Thus the passions which in the lower world are 
num's greatest torment, in happier climates contribute to his 
felicity. I doubt much wliether any riolent agitation, or 
vapoun of the mind, could hold out against such a situation ; 
and I am surprised that a bath of the reTiring and whole- 
some air of the monntains is not freijuently prescribed both 
by physic and morality. 

Qui mm palagn,tion ttatro o loggia, 

Ma'n lor vtre un' tbete, un/ag£V),unpiw> 
Tra r erha txnk e '/ bel monte vicino 
Zevan di tena al CUl noitr' intelktto. 

Nor palace, theatre, nor proud exchange, 

Here lift tlieir heads; but fir-trees, beech, and pine. 

O'er verdant valleys and on pleasant hills, 

lift up die thoughtfnl mind fkin earth Ot heav'n. 

Imagine to yourself all these umled iapresuons : tfce ama^ 
stag varirty, magnitade, and beanty, of a thoasand stnpen- 
dons objects ; tiie pleasure of gaiiag at an entire new scene ; 
strange birds^ unknown plants ; another nature, and a new 
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irorld. To tb«e eren the tubtilety of A« kir li adnuitage. 
OBI ; it eoliTens the naiural cotonri of objects^ raikhri tben 
more distinct, and bringt them hi it were nearer to the ej'e. 
In short, there is a kind of nipematnivl haaaty in thtiie 
BoantainoDS prospt^ti, -wh Icb charms both the senses and tho 
mind into a forgetfulness of one's self and of erery tUng tn 
the world. 

-I coold have spent the whole time in contempkUiiig these 
magnificent landscapes, if I bad Dot found still greater plea. 
snre in the converBation of the inhabitants. In my obser' 
TBtions you will find a slight sketch of their manners, their \\ 
simplicity, their equality of soul, and of that peacefnlness of 
mind, which renders them happy by an eseuption from pain, 
rather than by the enjoyment of pleasure. But what I wlS^ 
uaableto describe,- and which is almost impossible to be con- 
ceived, is tbnr disinterested humanity, and hospitable seal, 
tooblige every stranger whom chance or curiosity brings to 
visit them. This I myself continually experienced — I who 
was entirely unknown, and who was conducted from placo 
to place only by a commoa guide. When in the cTening I 
arrived in any hamlet at the foot of a mountain, each of the 
inhabitants was so eager to have me lodge at his bouse, that 
1 was always embarrassed which to accept; and he who ob- 
tained the preference, seemed so well pleased, that at firtt i 
supposed Ihs joy to arise from a Incradve prospect. But I 
was amazed, after having used the house like an inn, to find my 
host not only refuse to accept tlte leaetugratnity, but ofended 
that it was offered. I found it UDtTersolly the same. So that 
it was true hospitality, which, from its unasual ardour, I had 
mistaken for avarice. So perfectly disinterested are theso 
people, that, during eight days, it was not in my powei to 
leave one dollar among ^em. In short, how is it possible to 
spread money in a coontry where the landlord will not be 
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88 ' ELOlSA. 

paid for fail prAVbioni, nor the Mmat for U> trouble, bud 
Where ttere are no beggars to be roimd t NeTertkeleiB, uMu 
ney is by n6 means tbnndaut in the Upper Valals, and Ibr 
that vety reason tiie Inhabitants are not in want ; for tlie 
Aecessartes of Hfe are plenttfnl, ytt nothing Is lent oat of the 
comltry; ttiey are not Inxorians at home, nor is the peasant 
less laborious. If erer they have more money, they wBl 
grow poor, and of ttds they are So sensible, that they tread 
upon minei of gold which they are determined never t6 
open. 

I was at first greatly surpriEed at Ae-difierence between 
tiie customs and manners of these people and those of the 
Lower Valafs ; for In the road through that part of the 
comtiy to Italy, traTellers pay dearly enough for tbeir pas- 
sage. An. inhabitant of the ptace expliuned Qie mystery. 
" The strangers," says he, " who pass tiirongh the Lower 
Valais, are chiefly nteychants, or people vtho travel In pur. 
suit of gain; itb bntjost that fliey should leave us a part of 
their priafit ; and OM we should treat them as they treat 
others : but here travellers meet with a different reception, 
because we are assured tbtir journey must hare a disinte- 
rested motive : they visit us out of (Keodship, and therefore 
. we receive them as «nr friends. Bnt, Indeed, otir hospl. 
tality is not very ekpenslve ; we have bat few visitors.-" 
*' No wotider," I replied, " fhkt mankind should avoid a 
people, who live only to ei^oy life, and not to acquire 
wealth, ^d excite Mvy. Happy, deservedly happy, mor- 
tals ! I am pleased to think that one teugt certainly resem- 
ble yod In fiorae degree, in Order to apprtive your manners 
and taste your sbuiilicity." 

WhafS found particularly agreeable whilst I Continued 
Unong them, Was the natural ease and iVeedom of their be- 
havloar. They went kbont their bntlness in the house u it 
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IbHliiotbeendRnj and it wu im my power to actuM'I 
irere tbe -kAc faibabitBiit. They are entirely Tmacqumiiited 
iriHi 4ke iopertlHent imity of <I«At; f A« Asnuwrf of tRe 
koupe, as if ta reiriad the itranger of V» dependeDce. 
Wben i nid notlBDg, tbey ooncladed I wM satined to lire 
in Unit naaiMT; but tbe leait hfnt was Bnffident to make 
then oonply wltk mine, wiQiODt any repugnance or astonislu 
meat. The only ooaipliment wbich diey made me, when 
dity heard that I was a Swiss, was, that they lookied upon me 
as a broker, and I oiight, thereferc, to think myself at home. 
AAer this, they took but tittle notice of Aie, not lupposmg 
Ifcat I cMld donfat the siocerity of tbefr OSen, or refuse to 
Kccept tbe« whenerer ^ey could bs Qsefu). The satne' 
simplicity subaisti among themselves ; when the children are 
otBx urtiTed at snturify, all dtsdnctittn b«twcen Hiem and / 
their pueiris seeais to hvn ceased; their domestics ar» / 
■eated at the sime table with tbelr master ; tiie same liber^ 
ragns in the cottage as in the republic, aoA each bmily rs an 
efntoKeof the state. 

l^y never deprired ne of my liberty except when at 
table: indeed it was always in ay power to aroM^ repast; 
bat, being once seated, I was obliged to sit late and drink 
aancfa. "What!" aaidthey, "aSwlH, and not drink !" 
For iny own part, I confess I am W> enemy to good wine, 
aad hare no dislike to a cbeerAi] gtasi ; but t dtsUke com- 
pnlsion. I bare obserred,' that deceltAiI men an geneially 
Roller, uid that pecvliar reserve at table fVeqvently iadi. 
categ s duplicity ot soul. A guileless heart is not nfntid of ^ 
tbe unguarded eloquence and affectionate fatly which coidt 
nooly precede drankenhess ; but we ought always to aroid 
ezceai. Yet evrn that was sometimes imponible ,^mong 
Oese hearty Vftlairians, their wine being strong, and wa. 
ter absolutely excinded. Who could Set the philosopher 
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her«, or be offended with snch honeit people i In eilioit, I 
drank to bIiow mj' gratitode ; and Biuce they reAised to 
l^ake my money, I made them a compliment of my reason. 

Tbey have anoti^er custom, not \esi emluirasaing, which is 
practised eTen in the houses of the magistrates themaelTes ; 
I mean that of their wives and dnnghters standing b^ind 
one's cbairj and waiting at table like so many servants. 
This would be insupportable to tiie gallantry of a French- 
man, especially as the women of this country are so ex- 
tremely handsome, that one can hardly bear to be thus at- 
tended by the maid. Yon may certainly belieye them bean, 
tiful, since they appeared so to me : for my eyes hare been 
accustomed la Eloisa, and are therefore extremely difficult 
to please. 

As for me, who pay more regard to the manners of the 
people with whom I reside, than to any rules of politeness, 
I receiTed their serrices in silence, and witb a degree of 
gravity eqaai to that of Don Quixote when he was with tb« 
duchess. I could not however help smiling now asid then at 
the contnut between the rough old grey.beards at de table, 
and the charming ccmiplerion of Che fair nymphs in waiting, 
in whom a single wtwd would excite a blnsb, wldch rendered 
their beauty more glowing and conspicuous. N«t that I 
could admire the enormous compass of their nec^, which 
resemble, in Uieir dazaling whiteness only, that perfect mo- 
del, which always formed in my imaginatiao (for. tboi^ 
veiled, I have sometimes stolen a glance) that celebrated 
marble which is supposed to excel in delicate proportion the 
nott perfect work of nature. 

Be not snrpriied to find me so knowing in mysteries 
which you so carefully conceal : this btfli happened in ^te 
of all your caution ; for one sense instructs another, uid 
not«itbst«iding the most jealous TigUanco, there will al> 
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iraja renwin lome friendly interstice or other, throng 
which the sight perfonuB the office of the touch. The cu. 
lioiu ejw bwa\j initiate* itself with impunity under the 
flowen of a nos^aj, wandeiu beneath the spreading gauze^ 
and cooTeys tliat elastic resistance to the hand which it dares 
not eiperience. 

Partt appar deiie mimme aurbt t crude., 

Ptxrle attrui nc ricopre invida veita ; 
Iitvida,>iuu' agUocchiitmreo duude, 

L' omoroM peniier gia mm atrala, 

Ib vain liM hal&eoneeaj'd tlie tender braist, ~? 

Or gently bmves beneath th" invidious vest; 
Through th' envions corering darts the lover's sight, 
And riots on the scene of fond delight* 

I am also not qnite satisfied with the dress of the Valai- 
sian ladles : their gowns are raised so very high behind, that 
thejr all appear round-shouldered; yet this, together with 
tbeir tittle black coifs, and other peculiaritieB of their dress^ 
lias a singular effect, and wwits neither simplicity nor ele. 
gance. I shall bring yon one of their complete suits, 
which I dare say will fit you : it was made to the finest shape 
in the whole country. ^.^ 

But whilst I travelled with delight these regions whichl 
are so little known, and so deserving of admiration, where 
was my Eloisa ? Was she banished from my memory i 
Forget my Eloisa ! Forget my own soul ! Is it posrible 
for me to be one moment of my life alone, who exist only 
through her ? O no ! Our souls are inseparable, and, by 
imtiact, change their situation tt^ether according to the 
prevailing state of mind. When I am in sorrow, it takes 
refnge with yours, and seeks consolation in the place wher* 
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you are; as was the case the day I left you. When I am 
happy, being incapable of enjoyraeut alone, they both at. 
tend upon me, and our pleasure becomes Bitttod : thus it 
iras during my whole excursion, I did not fake one step 
irithout you, nor admire a single prospect without eagerly 
pointing out its beauties to Eloisa, The same tree spread 
its shadow over us both, and we constantly reclined agtunst 
the same flowery bank. Sometimes as we sat, I gazed with 
yon at the wonderiU scene before us, and cometioies on my 
knees turned with r^itnrei to an olgect wore worthy the 
contemplation of human sennbllity. If I came to a difficult 
pass, I saw you sk^ ov«r it with the activity at the Iwnnd' 
ing doe. When a torrent ha{»pen«d to cnws onr pBth, I 
presumed to press yOlt In my anns, waUced slowly flirough 
the water, and was tdways Bony when I reached the oppo- 
rite bank. Erery thing in that peaceful solitude brought 
you to my ima^jnatlon: ihe pleasing awfnlnesS of nature, 
the ittTariable serenity of the air, the grateful siinplidty of 
the people, (heir constant and natural pmdence, the unaf- 
fected modesty and innocence of the sex : in short, eVery 
object that gare pleasnre to Ae eye or to the hearty seemed 
inseparably connected with the idea of Eloisa. 

Dirine maid ! hare I often tenderly exdaimed, Oh that 
we might spend our days in these nntVequented monnt^ns, , 
nneuTied and unknown ! Why can I not here collect my 
whole soul into thee alone, and become, in turn, &e universe 
to Eloisa ! Thy charms would then receive the homage they 
deserve ; then would our hearts taste without interruption 
flte delicious frl^t of the so^ passion with which they are 
Ailedi the years of our long Elysium wouhl pass away un- 
told, and when the frigid hand of age should have calmed our 
first transports, the constant habit of thinking and acting 
from the same principle would beget a lasting friendship no 
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ten tender dwo oor lore, vboM racut jUce (loaU be fined 
b; tbekjadjred Mttimgatf which g^w aad wwe nmiiilieA 
vUhitwour jouth. Like this bappy peofrie, ve vould 
piactise ereiy dstj of hwnBoitj, we wwUd oaito la Mtti af 
beoevt^oce, and at latt die with the MtisfiKttoB of sot ha. 
ling lived ia raia. 

Hark — < — it is th« poot- I wiU c1«m mf lettw, and Ay 
to receive aootker from Gloiau How ny Iwut beats 1 Why 
waf I roosed frfim Day reverie ? I' was lia^^ at least in idea, 
HeaTen only know wjat I am to be in reality. J[ 



LETTER XXIV. 

TO ELOISA. 

i iiT dbwn to give yon an immediate answer to that article 
of yonr letter concerning the itipeml ; thank God, It re- 
qvves no reflection. Hy sentiments, my Eloisa, on this 
mbject are these. 

In what b called' honour, there is a material lUstinctioa) 
between that whi A is founded on Che opinion of the world, | 
ud tftat wUch \» derlred ftam selfiesteem. The first is no. j 
ttft^ Rut tfte tend voice of foolish prejudice, which has no 
more stability than the wind ; but the baris of the btter is 
faed In tlte etenial truths of molality. The hononr of the 
worid^^ be of advantage with regard to fortnne ; bnt as 
it cannot reach the soul, U has no influence on real happiness. 
True honour, on the contrary, is the very essence of felicity ; 
far it is that aJona that InB|Hres tile permanent interior satis- 
faotion wbicb constitaites the happinest of a ratiotud being. 
Let as, my Eloisa, apply these principles to your qnestion, 
and it wiU be soon resolved. 
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To beomne bd isttroctbr of philotopby, and like tfie fool 
in tfae feble receive monej for teaching whdom, will appear 
rather low in tbe fjes of the Torid, and I own has something 
in it ridiculoos enongh. Yet ai no man can sabsirt merely 
of himself, and m there can he nothing wrong in eating the 
fmit of one's laboor, we will regard this opinion of mankind 
as ft |^6ce of foolish prejudice, to which it wmld be madness 
to sacrifice onr h^pineis, I know ymt will not esteem me 
tbe leu on this accottnt, nor shall I deserve more pity for 
liring upon the talents I hare cnltivaled. 

But, my Eloisa, there are other things to be considered. 
Let as leave the mnltitude, and look a little into ourselves. 
What'shall I in reality be to yonr father, in receiving from 
him a salary for instracting his dai^ter i Am I not tram 
that moment a mercenary, a hireling, a servant i and do not 
I tacitly pledge my Mth for his secnrity, like the meanest of 
his domestics ? Now what has a father to lose, of greater 
valne than his only daughter, even though she were not an 
Eloisa 7 and what should the man do who had thns pledged 
his faith and sold his service ? Oof^t lie to stifle the flame 
within his breast i Ah 1 Eloisa, that you know to be un. 
possible : or should he rather indulge bu passion, and wound, 
in the piost sensible part, the man who has an nndoabted 
right to his fidelity i In this case I behold a perfidlons 
teacher, trampling under foot one of the most sacred boads 
of socie^, a sedacer, a domestic traitor, whom the lair 

* Unhapp; youth 1 not to pert:eive, that to. suffer himself to 
be paid in gratitude, what he refused in money, was infinitely 
more crlmiDaL Under the mask of instruction he corrupted 
her heart ; tastead of nourishment, he gives her poison, and is 
thanked by a deluded mother /or tbe ruin of her child. Never- 
theless, one may perceive in him a sincere love for virtue ; liut 
it is too soon dissipated by bis passions, that with all his fine 
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teAjnstij condemned to ^. I hope Eloira andentaadt me. 
I do not feftr death, bat tiie ignominy of deserring ft, and 
mjr-owa contempt. 

When the letters at jonr name-sake and Abebrd fdl Into 
yen T hands, yon remember mf opinian of the oondnct of that 
priest. I alway ■ [dtied Eloba ; ihe had a heart made for 
kne : but Abela^ Eeemed to deserve hJi hte, as he was a 
stranger to both lore and rirlne. Onght I then to follow his 
eiamplo ? What wretch dares preach that firfne which he 
will not practise ! Whosoerer inffen himself ko be thns 
Minded by his pas^ns, will soon find himself pnnished in a 
lathing for those very sensatioDB to which he sacrificed his 
bononr. Tbne can be no frieesnre In any enjoyment which 
the heart cannot appra<re, and which tends to sinh in onr 
estimation die object of onr lore. . Abstract ^ idea of per- 
fection, and onr enthnsiasm Tsnlshes : take away onr esteem, 
and love is at an end. How is it possible for a woman to 
hononr a man who dishononra himself ? and how can he 
adore the perion who was weak enough to abandon herself 
to a TDe seducer ! Mutual contempt,- therefore, is the con. 
sequence ; tiieir Tery passions iriU grow bnrthensome, and 
they will have lost Aetr hononr withont finding li^>pine8S. 

Bnt how Afferent, my Btoisa, is it widi two lovers of the 
same age, inflnmced by the same passion, united by the same 
bonds, under no partlcalar engagonents, and both in pos. 
sesaioa of their original liberty ? The most aerere laws can 
inflict no other punishment than the natural consequences of 
tiieir passion : their sole obligation is to love eternally ; and 
if there be in &e world some unhappy climate, where men's 

preaching, unless his youth be admitted as an excuse, he b no 
better than a wicked fellow. The two lovers, huwever, deserve 
some compassion ; the mother is chiefly in h\k\u . 
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HtborUar dan* to break rack furcd baodi, Uwy are audjp 
panuhid bj the Grimei thnt Hunt ineTiteblj ewus. 

These, my erer.prudent uiil Tirtoons Filgjim, ue sj 
reaJOBB : t}iejr ue indeed but a frigid csmneBtarf on tb«» 
wluch y«u urged with to sijuh apirit and eoitgy in an« b1 
jr9ar latteu ; bat they a^e luffident to shew yen how «■• 
tircljr I am of jroifr opinioa. You remember that I did nat 
persist in re&i^Dg your ofer^ asd that, notwithst«Hdiiig tlie 
first scTupLes of prejudice, bein^ conTinced that it wu not 
incondsteBt with my hoaour, I conseated ta •pea the b*i- 
But, in the present caae, mjr du^, my t«bmii^ ny lowc, ali 
apealL too pUiuly tn be mUuadarstoad. If I must cttoose Ik-' 
tw««B my honour and Sllaisa, lay heait is prepartd to reaigo 
her— I lave her too "kU to pnschase her at tiie price of mfl 
honow ! 



LETTER XXV. 
FaoU ELOISA. 
Yon will ewilf believe, my imr friewd^ how extremely I 
was eBtarlaiaei) with A» agre^ble occwmt e£ y«nr late tour. 
The elegaace of the detail UssAT' would hare engaged my 
esteem, ena tiiongfa its awt^* had been o«ly a stranger ; but 
its ctfmiiig' &«m yen wias- « ciivnaiilHaeB of additional recom- 
mendatian. 1 cniiM, however, teA !■ my he»rt to cbida 
you for & certain part of it, whMi yo« will easily guess, 
though I c«nld> 8«Ht:» refnsn hami langhing^ at the- ridiciiloin 
finesw yo« made nee ef t» shelter yvaM0 aader Tttsso. 
Have you never really perceired the vide difier^iee that 
shpold be made between a. narration intended for the view of 
the public, and that little sketch of particulars which is solely 
to be referred to the inspection of your mistress ? Or is Iotc, 
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vilh alt iti fears, doubts, JMlonnes, and scraplei, ta have 
DO ipore regard paid to it than the mere decenriei of good 
breeding are entitled ta ? Coald yon be at a moment's loss 
to conceire that the dry predsenecs of an author must be dis> 
pleasing, where the paaaionftte sentiments of inspiring ten. 
demess were expected ? And could yon deliberately resolve 
to diB^ipoint my expectations ? Bnt I fear I hare already 
»ud too mnch on a subject which jterhaps had better been 
entirely passed oTer. Besides, the contents of your last 
letter have so closely engaged my thoughts, that I have had 
no leisure to attend to the particulars of the former. LeHving 
then, my dear friend, the Valais to some future opportunity^ 
let IIS now fix our attention on what more immediately 
concerns ourselves — we shall find sufficient matter for em- 
ployment. 

I very clearly foresaw what your geotiments would be ; 
and indeed the time we have known each other had been 
spent to little purpose, if our conjectures were still ragu4 
and nncertain. If virtue ever should forsake us, be assured, 
it vrill not, cannot, be hi those instances which require reso. 
Intion and rewgoation*. When the assault is violent, the 
first step to be taken is resistance ; and we shall ever triumph, 
I hope, so long as we are forewarned of our danger. A state 
of careless security is the most to be dreaded, and we may 
be taken by sap ere we perceive that the citadel is attacked. 
The most fatal circntnsttnce of all, is the continaance of 
misfortunes ; their Very duration makes them dangerous to a 
mind that might bear np agidnst die sharpest trials and most 
vigorous sudden onsets ; it may be worn . out by the tedious 
pressure of inferior sufiferings, and give way ta the length of 

* The secfuel will but too well inform the reader, that this as- 
sertion of EloUa's was extremdy ill grounded. 
Vol. I. . F 
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tho^ afilictions which hare quite exhausted its fari>«(Maoc«l~ 
This Etruggle, my dear friend, falls to oui lot. Weareliot 
called npim to aigoalize onrselTies by' deeds of heroism, or 
renowned exploits ; bnt wci are bound {o the more painfnl 
taalc of Bupporting an indefatigable resistance, and. enduring 
misfortnnes withont the least relaxation, 

I foreBaw bat too well the melancholr eyent, On r hap- 
piness is passed away like a morning cloud, and our trials 
are beginning, without (he least prospect of any alterationfor 
the better. Eyery circnmstaBce is tomeaaaggraTationof my 
distress ; and what at other times woidd bare passed un- 
heeded and onobserred, now serves bnt too plainly to in- 
crease my dismay: .my body sympathises' with. my mind in 
this distressed situation ; the one is as spiritiess and languid 
as the other is alarmed and apprehensive. luToluntary tears 
areerer stealing down my cheeks, without my being sensible 
of any immediate cause of sorrow. I do not indeed foresed 
any very distressful events^ bat I perceive, alas 1 too well, 
my fondest hopes blasted, my most sanguine expectations 
disappointed ; . and what good pnrpose can it serve to water, 
the leBTCs, wh«i the plant is decayed and withered at 
(ho root ? ' 

I feel myselfiinable to support your absence. I feel, my 
dear friend, that I 'can never live without you, and this is a 
fresh subject to me of continual apprehensions. How often 
do I traverse the scenes which were once the witnesses of our 
happy interviews ; but, alas ! you are no whereto be foundl 
I constantly eipect you Btyoar_usua] time: but the time 
comes and goes witiioutyour return.' Evcryobject of my 
senses presents a new monument, and every object, alas t 
reminds me that I have lost yon, 'Whatever your sufferings 
may be in other respects, yon are exempted, however, from 
(his aggravation. Yonr heart alone is sufficient to remind 
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^a of ny unbippjr absencei Did 70a but knb* wiwt eod- 
1«M pangs tbete fraitleMexpectatloni,'tilieie uopadsntknigiDgi 
perpetiullf occuion, hair thaf embitter nd iocresM tb* 
tonnentt I alreadj feel, yon ironld without uij lieiitatiou 
'prefer y onr conditioii to mine. 

If indeed I might gtre vent to 1117 sad tale, and tmit the 
. tender recital of my nomberleu woei to the kind bosom of « 
faithfnl friend, I might be relieved in sbme degree of my mis* 
fortune!. But eren this relief ia denied me, except wlien I 
find opportunity to pour a few tender sighs into the com- 
passiunate bo;om of my cousin : but in general I am con. 
■trained to spenk a langnage quite. foreign to my heart, and 
to assume an air of thoughtless gaiety, when I am ready to 
sink into the graye. 

Sentini, Oh Dei .' viorir, 

£ n«ii potcr tnai dir ; 

tlorir mi teato f 

Ye gods I how dreadfiil ts the pain 
To suffer, and must not complain. 

A farther circnmstance of my distress, if any thing more 
distresofial can yet be added, is, that my disorder is con- 
tinoally increaring. I hare of late thought so gloomiiy, that 
t seldom now think oUierwise : and the more anxiety I feel 
at the remembrance of onr past pleasures, the nrare eagerly 
do I indulge myself in the paintiil recollection. Tell me, 
my dear, dear friend, if you can tell me by experience, bow 
nearly allied is lore tO'tius tender sorrow ; and if disquiet 
and nneasiness itself be not the cement of the wannest 
afections. 

I hare a thousand other things to say, bat first I would 
fain knnw, exactly, where yon are. Besides, this train of 
thinking has awakened my pagsion^ and indeed rendered me 
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unfit for writing uay more. Adien, mj dear friend, and 
though I anx obliged ia lay down m^ pen, be sssnred, I can 
nerer ddnk of parting with yov. 



BILLET. 
As tills comes to yovt hantlg by a waterman, an entire- 
stranger to me, I shall onlysay at present, tha,t I have taken 
up my quarters at Meillerie, on the op{>osite shore. I shall 
DOW liave an opportunity of seeing, at least, the dear place 
which I dare not approach. 



LETTER XXVI. 

TO ELOISA. 
■\Vhat a wonderful alteration has a short space of time pro- 
duced in my affairs ! The thoughts of meeting, delightful as 
they were, are now too much allayed with disqaieting ap- 
prehensions. What should hare been tbe object of my hopex, 
is now, alas 1 become the subject of my feslrB ; and the rery 
spirit of discernment, which on most ocouions is so nsefol, 
now serres bnt lo dismay, ta disquiet and torraont me. Ah, 
Eloisa ! (oo much sensibility, tdomnch tendemeu, proves 
the bitterest corse im^d of the'choicest blessing ; vexation 
and disappointment are its certain consequences. The tem<> 
peratnre of the air, the change of the seasons, tbe brilliancy ' 
of the sun, and thickness of the fogs, are so many moving- 
springs lo the unhappy po^essor, and he becomes the wan. 
ton sport of their arbitration : his thoughts, his satisfaction, 
his happiness, depend on the Uowing of the winds, and the 
different points of East and West oan s^den or enliven his 
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PxpectatioDs : swayed as he is by prejudicet, aitd diitracted 
bj passions, the sentimeDts of bis heart fiad coatiiuial oppo> 
.silion froA the axmmsof his. head. ' Should he perchance 
square bis condact to the nndevinble rule.of right, and set up 
truth Tor his standard, uiBtettd of profit and contenicnce, he 
is sure to fall s martyr to the maiims of his integrity ; the 
. world will join in the cry, and huot hira down as a commtHi 
" enemy. Bnt supposing this not the cue, honesty ^id up. 
J ' rightaeis, though esemptedfram persecutiony are neither of 
' them 6x% channels of honour, nor the road to riches ; porerty 
~ ajid want are their inseparable attendants, and man, by ad- 
hering to the one, necessarily apaches himsdf to the Infaeri.* 
taiHse of the other ; and by fliis meftns he becomes liis own 
tormentor. He nill search for sapreme happiness, Without 
taking into the account the iofirmities of his oatnre. Thus 
his. affections and Us reason will be engaged in a perpetual 
warftxe, and unbounded ideas and desires most pave the way 
for eftdless disappointments. 

Thb sitiKlion, howerer dismal, isneveriheleasthe true one. 
In .which the hard ftte of my worldly affairr, counteracted by 
the ingenuoos and liberal turn of my thoughts, have involTed 
tne, and which ii aggravated and increased by your father's 
contempt and your own mihler sentiments, which are at once 
both the delight and disquiet of my life. Had it not been for 
thee, thoD fatal beauty, I could never have experienced the' 
insupportable contrast between the greatness of my soul, and 
the low estate of my fortune. I should have lived quietly, 
and^lied contenieS'in a^si^ition that would have been even 
bdow notice. But to see yt>n, without being able to possess 
you ; to adore yon, without caiuug myself from my obscu- 
rity ; to live in the same place, and yet be separated from 
each other, is a struggle, my de&rest Bloisa, to which I am 
Btterly unequal. I can neither renounce you, nor surmount 
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_the craeltj^ofmy d»tfn^. I j:anai^ther Bnbdae m^ desires, 
nor better my fortnne. 

Bot, u if this sitoatioh itseK irere not sufficiently tar- 
nienting, t)ie lioriors of it are increased by the gloomy inc. 
cession of ideas erer present to my imaftioalion. Ferhi^ 
too, tliis is lieightened by tbe nature of the place I lire JD ; 
it is dark, it is dreadful ; bnt then it suits thQ habit of my 
soul; and a more pleasant prospect of nature would, reflect 
little cvmfort on the dreary riev within me. A ridgeof 
barren .rocks surround the coast, . ai>d my dwelling u stfll 
made more dismal, by the nncomforMle proapects of. win. 
ter. And yet, Eloisa, I am sensible enough, tliat if I wwe ' 
once forced to abandon yon, I should stand in need of no 
other abode, no other season. 

"^ While my mind ia distracted with such continaal agitatitKii, 
my body too is moving as it were in sympathy with t&ose 

' emotions. I ran to and fro, climb the rocks, ex^re my 
, whole district, and find every thing as horrible without as I 
experience it within. Tliere is no longer any rerdnre to be ' 
seen, the grttss is yellow and withered, the trees are stripped 
of their foliage, and the north-east blast heaps snow and ice 
around roe. Qn short, the whole face of nature appears as 
decayed to my outwafd senses, as I myself from within am 
dead to hope and joyl 

Amidst this rockycoast I have found out a solitary cleft, 

from whence I hare a distinct view of the dear place you in> 
habit. You may easily imagine lujw I have feasted on Ais 
discovery, and refreshed my, sight with so delightful a pro- 
spect. I spent a whole day in eadeaTOoring to discern the 

\rery house, bnt the distance, alas I is too great for my 
efiorts ; and imagioatioa was forced to supidy what my 
wearied sight was unable to discover. I immediatdy ran to 
the curate's and borrowed bis telescope, which presented to 
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vty TieiT) or at least to my t&onghts, th« exact spot I desired. 
My whole timft has been tskfin up erer since in coutem. 
j^tng those vaUs t£at enclose the only source of my com- 
fort, the only ohjecjt.of my wishes : notwithstanding the 
inclement severity of the season, I continue thus employed 
from dey.break until erening. A fire, made of leaves and 
a few dry sticks, defends me in some measore from the in. 
tenseness of the cold. This ^Uce, wild and aacnltivated as 
it is, issosHited to my tute, that I am now writing to you 
in it, on a summit which the ice has separated from the nx^. 
Here, my dearest Eloisa, your unhappy lover is enjoying 
the last pleasure that perhaps he may erer relish on this side 
the grare. Here, in tpite of every obstacle, he can penetrate 
into your very, chamber. He is even dasiled with jour 
beauty, and Ae tenderness of your looVs re.ani)nates his 
droiqiing fonl ; nay, he caa wish for tbo»e r^ptares which 
he experienced with you in the grove. Alas 1 it is all a dream, 
the idle phantom of a. projecting mind. Pleasing as it is, it 
vanishes like a vision, and I am soon forced to awake from 
so agreeable a delirium ; and yet even then I have full em- 
ployment for my thonghts. I admire and revere the purity 
of your leatimeBts, die innocence of your life : I trace oat 
in my mind the method of your daily conduct, by com- 
pering it with what I formerly well knew in happier days, 
and Dnder more eqdeariog circumstances r I find you ever 
attentive to engagements which 'h^hten your character. 
Need I add that such a view most movingly affects me i In 
the morning I say to myself, She is jnst now awaking ifrom 
calm and gentle slnmbers, as fresh as the early dew, and aa 
composed as Uie most spotless innoc«ice, and is dedicating 
to her Creator a day wMch she determines shall not be lost 
to virtue. She isnow ^ing to her modter,.her tender heart 
all snsceptibie of the soft ties of filial duty : she is either re- 
F 4 
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litring her partntt from the burthen of domestic cares, ^ooth. 
ing their og^ sorrows, pitying their infirmities, or exciuiog 
those iadiscretions in others which she Iedowb not bow to 
allow iu herself. At anoflier time, she is emplaying herself 
in works of genius or of use, storing her miKd with valuabl* 
knowledge, or recoDcUing the elegwocies of life to its mora 
«ob«r occupations, Sometiinei I see a neat sind studied sim. 
plici^ set off those charms which need no such recommea. 
datioDS ; and at others ^e is consulting Iier holy pastor on 
the circumstances of indigent merit. Here she b aiding^ 
comforting, reliering the orphan or the widow ; there she is 
the entertainment of the whoU circle of her friends ; hy her 
prudent and seosiUe conTeraation. Now ahe is tempering 
the gaiety of youth with wisdom and discretion : and bodo 
few moments (fo^re me the presumption) yon bestow on 
my hapless lore. I »ee you melted into tears at the perusal 
of my letters, and can perceive your deroted loTer is the 
subject of the lines you are penning, and of the passioaato 
discourse between you and your cou^. Ob, Ebrisa, shall 
we never be united ?— Shall we never spend our days to. 
gether ? — Can we, Eloisa ! can we part for e ver ? No, fiw 
be that thought from my soul ! I start into ptaraizy at the 
very idea, and my distempered mind hurries me from rock 
to rock. Involuntary sighs and groans betray my inward 
disorder : I mar out like a lioness robbed of her youog. I 
e«a do every thing bat loie you ; there Is nothing — no, no., 
thing, I would not attempt for you, at the riok of my lUe. 

1 had written thus far, and was waiting an opportunity to 
convey U, when your last came to my hands from Sioo. The 
melancholy air it breathesi has lulled my griefs to rest. Now* 
now am I convinced of what you obterved long ago, con. 
cercing that wopderful sympathy between lovers. - Your 
sorrow is of the calmer, mine of the more pasrionate kindj 
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yet, diOBgh tite afectMHi of the mind be the lame, it takes 
its colour in each from. th« dUfereut channels through ,whjefa 
it runs ^ uid, indeed, it is but natural, that the greatest 
misfortvBeg should produce the most disqideling anxieties ; 
' but why do I talk of mtdiBrtunes ? They would be absolatdy 
insupportable. No, be assured, my Eloisa, that the irre> 
sisiibU dNrefl of Hea*«B has designed us for eaeh other. 
;This i« the first great law we are to obey, Mid it is the great 
buciness of life to catin, sopthe, aad sweeten It while we are 
here. I see, and lament it too, that your designs 4re too 
'vague and incondusiTe for ex«cutiaB. Yoo se«ii wUling 
to Gonqu« insuTBUHintaUe difficulties, while at the Sfune 
tiao yon are n^lectkig the only feasible methods. An en. 
thnsiastic idea of honour ha« supplanted your reason, and 
your virtne is become littie better than an empty delirium. ^^ 
If, indeed, it wen passible ior yon to remain always ss i 
yonsg and beantiful as you are at present, my only wish, 
my. only prayer to Heaven vookl be to know of your con. 
tuinal fa^pioess, to see yon once £very year, tMtly . once, 
and then spend the rest of ray time in viewing your mWHWi 
fstm afrr, and in adoring you among the rocks. But be- 
hold, alBs^l Gt« incoBCeirable swiftness of that fate, which js 
never at rest.. It is coastontly pursaing, time flies hastily, 
the opportunity is kretricrable^ and your beauty — even 
your bepa^' — is circumscribed 1^ veiy narrow limits of exis. 
tence ; it most some time or other decay and wither away, 
like a fiower that fades before it is gadkered. Jn the mean 
time I. am consuming my hedth, youth, strragtb, in oon. 
.ttnnal sorrow, and w&ste away my year> in complaining.. 
Think ! oh think, £loisa ! that we hare already lost some- 
time ; think too that It will never return, and that the case- 
will be the same with the years that are to come, if we snfTer 
ftem to pass by neglected and unimproved. O fond, ntta.- 
F 6 
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taken fair ! yon are laying plans for a futarity at which ycni 
may never arriTe, and neglecting tiie present noments, irliich 
can never be retrkved. You are so anxious and int«it on 
that uncertain hereafter, that yon forget that in the mean 
while onrhearts melt away like snow before the snn. Awake, 
awake, my dearest Eloisa, from so fttal a ddnsion '! Leave 
all your concerted schemes, the wanton sallies of a fruitful 
fancy, and determine to be hapf^. Come, my only hope, 
my only joy ! to thy fond expecting lover's mtibb ; come, 
and reunite the liltherto divided portions of our existence. 
Come, and, Wore Heaven, let us salenmly sweai' to live' 
and die for each other. Yoa have no need, I am sure, of 
any encouragement, any exhortations to bear up against' the 
fear of want. Tfaongh poor, provided we are hwppy, what a 
treanire w^ll be in our possessTon 1 Bnt let at not so insnlt 
either the dignity or the hnmani^ of the species, as to sup- 
pose that this vast world cannot fomish an asylum for two 
unfortunate lovers. But we need not despair while I have 
health and streugtb ; the bread earned by the sweat of my 
brow will be more relishing to yon than the most costly ban. 
qaet which Imury could ' prepare. And, indeed, ran any 
repast, provided and seasoned by love, lie insipid ^ Oh my 
angel, if our happiness were sure to last us bnt o«e dayj 
could yen cruelly resolve to quit this life wttboot tasting it i 
One word more, and I have done.— You know, Elois^ 
the use which was formerly made of the rock of Lencatia —it 
was the last sad refuge of disappointed lovers. The fdace I 
am now in, and my own distressed sitnatioD," bear bnt too 
close a resemblance — The rock is craggy— the water deej^— 
I and I am in despair ! 
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LETTER XXVH. 

FROM CLARA. 
I HATK been latelj ■o'distnctcd with cue and gtief, that 
it is witk mnch diScnlty I have beep able to anmrnon tuffi. 
^nt itrength for writing. Your miifortanes an4 mme are 
DOwat tbeir atmost crisis. Id short, the loTely Eloisa is very 
dangerontlj- ill, and, er« this can reach yon, may perhap* 
be no more. The mortification ihe underwent in parting 
with you first brought on her disorder, which was conride- 
rably increased by SMn« very interesting discourse she has 
■iace had with lier father. This has been itilt heightened by 
drcumitances of. additional a^raration ; and as if all this 
were too fitlle, your last ^tter came in aid, and completed 
what, alas I was already scarcely supportable. The pernsal 
ot it aSected her so seniibly, that, after a whirie night at 
violent agitsctioDS and cruel straggles, she was seized with a 
high fever, which Ina increased to such a degree, th^t she Is 
now deUrions. Even in this situation, she is perpetually 
calling for you, and speaks of you with sucl^ eniotioDs, at 
plainly . point out, that yon alone are the otgect of her more 
sober thonghts. Her father ig kept out of the way as much 
as possible, which is no inconsiderable proof that my aunt 
■aspects the truth. She has even asked me, wi(h some anxiety, 
when, you intended to return ; so entirely does her concern 
for her dwighter outweigh every, other conuderation. I 
dare tay shewonld not be sorry to see you here. 
. Come then, I entreat you, as soon as you possibly can. 
1 have hired a man and boat to transmit this to you ; he will 
wait your orders, and yon m^ come with him. Indeed, i£ 
you ever expect to see our devoted Eloisa (dire, yon must 
not lose an instant. , . 

r 8 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

FROM ElOISA TO CLAHA. 

Alab ! my dear GUra, how is the life you hare restored 

me embittered by your absence ! WhatsatiBbction can tlicra 

be in my recovery, when I am still preyed npon by a more 

violent disorder ? Cruel Clara ! to leave me when I stand 

most in need of your usklwice. Yon are to be absent eight 

daya, and perhaps by that time my fate will be determined, 

and it will be out of your power to see uie more. Oh ! if 

you did but know his horrid proposals, and the manner of 

_ his stating them I To elope — to follow him — to be carried 

I off*. AVhat a wretch t But of whom do I cMnpkdn i My 
heart, my own base heart, has said a thousand tines more 
than ever he hag mentioned. Good Ood, if he knew tdl ! 
Oh, it would hasten my ruin— I should be hurried to de. 
struriion— be forced to go with him — I shudder at the very 
thought. 

But has my father then Dold me ? Yes, he has considered 
his daughter as mere property, and hath consigned her with 
as little remorse as a trader wonld a bale of goods. He par. 
chues his own ease and quiet, at the price of all my fntnre 
comfort, nay, of my life itself— for I see but too well 1 can 
never survive it. Barbarous, nnnatantl, unrelenting fisther I 

Does he deserve ? ^But why do I talk of deserving ? H« 

is the best of fothers, and the only crime I can aUedg» 
against him, is his desire ef marrying me to his. friend. — But 
my mother, my dear mother, what has she done ? Alas 1 
too much — she has loved me too much ; and that very love - 
has'been my ruin. . 

What shall I do, Clara ? What wOl become of me ? 
Hans is not yet come. I am at « loss how to convey thii 
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letter to you. Before you recdre it, before yon retnra— 
perhaps « ragsboDd, abandoned, niiaed, aad forlorn. It is 
aver, it is over : the time is come. A day— oa hour — per- 
h^M a moment— Bnt who can resist tteir hte i Ob ! 
vherever I live, wherever I die, wiiether ia liODoar or dik 
honour, in plen^ or in poverty, in pleasure or in despair, 
remember, I be»eech you, yonr dear, dear friend. But 
miffortnnes, too frequently, produce changes in our affeiv 
ttons. If erer I forget yon, mine must be altered indeed I 



LETTER XXIX. 

FROM ELOISA TO CLARA. 
SxAT-^itay vhere yon aFe ; I entreat, I o^njore yon— 
never, never thiak of returning — at least not to me. I 
ought nerer to §ee yon more : for now, alas [ I can nerer 
behold you as I ooght — Where wert thou, my tender 
friend, my only safeguard, my guardian angel ? When thoo 
vert gone, ruin instantly ensued. Was that fatal absence of - 
yours so indispensable, so necessary, and cooldst thou leave 
thy friend in the most critical time of danger i What an in. 
exhaustible fund of remorse haat thou laid up for thyself by 
'>'«a blameable a neglect ! It will be as bitter, as lasting, aa 
my sorrows. Thy loss is, indeed^ as irretiierable as loy 
own, and it were ae difficult to gdn another friend equal 
to yourself, as, alas I it is impossible to recover my inno. 

Ah ! what have I said ? I can neither speak nor yet be si. 
lent; aadtowhatpurposeweru my silence, when my very sor- 
rows would cry out against me_? ' And does not all nature 
upbraid me with my guilt? Does not every object around 
me remind me of my shame ? 1 will, I must, pour my whole 
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itml into dilne, or my poor heart will bunt. Canttthonliear' 
Bll this j mj secure and careless friend, without appljiiog some 
reproaches at least to tiiyself? Even thj faith and truth, the 
blind confidence of thy friendship, bint abore all, thy perni- 
cious indulgences, have been the unhappy instmments of mj 
destrudjon. 

What eril genins conid inspire yon to in^te him to re. 
turn — ^himj alas 1 who ii now the cruel author of my dis. 
grace ? And am I indebted to Us care for a life, which be 
hath since made insupportable by his cruelty ? Inhuman as 
he is, let him fly from me for ever, and deny himself the sa- 
vage pleasure of being an eyewitness to my sorrows. — But 
why dol rare thus? — He is notto be blamed — I alone am 
guitty — I alone am the author of my own miflfortnnea, and 
should, therefore, be the only object of anger and resent- 
ment. Bat rice, new as it is to me, has already inf«cted my 
*ery soul ; and the fitst dismal effect of it is displayed in re- 
TQing tbe innocent. 

No, no, he aejer was capable of being felse to his tows. 
ITIa Tirtuons soul disdains the low artifice of imposing upon 
credulity, or of Injuring her he loTes. Doubtless, he Ismnch 
more experienced in the tender passions than I ever was, 
since he foand bo difficulty to overcome himself, nnd I, alas I 
fell a Tictim to my unruly desires. How often hare I been a 
witness of bis struggles and bis victory, and when the tEo- - 
lence of his transports seemed to get the better of his reason, 
he would stop on a sudden, as ifawed and checked by virtue, 
when he might have led on to a certain trinmph. I indulged 
myself too much in beholding so dangerous an object, I was ' 
afflicted at his sighs, moved with his entreaties, and melted 
with his tears: I shared his anxieties when I thought I was 
only pitying them. I have seen him so affected, that he 
seemed ready to faint at my feet, liove alone might perhapa 
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bve been m^ security; but com^ ff to g , O my Clara, has 
&tally nudoiie me. 

Thus, myanbappy paMion assumed tbe form of hamanlty, 
the more earily to .deprire me of the usistance of rirtiie. 
That rery day be bad been particnlarly impoTtnnate, and 
preig«d me to elope with him. Tbii proposal, connected u 
it waR with the misery and distress of iite best of parents, 
■hooked my very soal ; nor conld I think, with any patience, 
of thus embittering th^ comforts. The impos^bility of 
erer falfilUng our pKghted troth, the necessity there was of 
' eoncealiug this imposaibiKty from bim, the regret which I 
^elt at deceiving so tender and passionate a lorer, after 
bating flattered his expectations — all these were dreadful 
circnmstances, which lessened my resolution, increased my 
. -ireakness, blinded and snbdued my reuon. I was then 
either to kill ny parents, discard my lover, or min myself; 
without knowing what I did, I resolved on the latter, and 
foi^^tting every thing else, thoagbt only of my love. Thus 
one unguarded minute has betrayed me to endless misery. 
I am fallm into the abyss of infamy, from whence there is 
no return ; and if I am to live, it is only to be wretched. 

However, while I am here, sorrow shall be my only com- 
fort. You, my dearest friend, are my only resource : Oh ! 
do not leave me! do not, I conjnre thee, rob me of thy 
friendship, I have Indeed lost all pretensions to it, bnt my 
situation makes it requisite, my distresses now demand it. 
If yon cannot esteem, you may at least pity so wretched s 
creatnre. Come then, my dear Clara, and open thy heart, 
that I may pour in my complaints. Receive the tears of 
your friend, shield ber, ifpossible, from the contempt of her. 
self; and convince her she has not lost every thing, by her 
■till possessing your heart. 
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ANSWER. ' 
Oa ! my dear, dear friend, wbat hate 70U done I Yon were 
tbepraiseofeTery parent, and the enry of every cUld. What 
a mortal blow has rirlue itself receiTed through your means, 
who were the very pattern of discretion I But what can I say to 
you in so dreadful a situation i Can I think of aggravating 
your sorrows, and wounding a heart already oppressed with 
grief} or can I give yon a Comfort, wtuch, alas ! I myself 
want J Shall I reflect your im^« in all the dismal colours 
of your present distress ; or shall 1 have T«:ourse to arti> 
fice^ ftod remind yon, not of what yon are, but, of what you 
ought to be i Do thou, most holy and unspotted FiiendsMp^ 
steal thy soft veil overall my awalEened senses, and merew 
fnlly remove the sight of those disasters thou weit unaUe 
to prevent. 

Yon know I have long feared the misfortune yon are be* 
wailing. How often have I foretold it, and, aksl bow often 
been disregarded ? Do yon blame me then for having trusted 
you too much to your own he»tP Ohl doubt not but I would 
have betrayed you, if even ftat could have been made the 
means of yonr preservation; bat I knew better than your, 
self your own tender sensations. I perceived but too plainly 
that death or ruin were the melancholy idternatiTes ; and 
even when your apprehensions made you banish your lover, 
the only matter then in quesUon was, whether yon shonld 
despair, or be be recalled. You mil cosily believe how dread- 
fully I was alarmed, when I found you determined, as if 
were, against living, and jnst on the verge of death. .Charge 
, not then your lover, nor accuse yourself of a crime of which 
i I alone am gailty, since I foresaw the fatal eSecti, and yet 
' did not prevent them. 
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I led yoa iodeed ag&iiut mjr inclinatioQ, bat I wu <»neUp 
forced to it. Oh ! could I hare foreseen the near ^pro4ch 
of four destruction, I would have put erery thing to the 
hazard sooacr than have, complied. Though certain as to 
(he event, I was mistaken as to the time of it. I though' 
yoat weakness and your distemper a snfiicient Kecurity during 
so short an absence, and forgot indeed the sad dilemma yon 
was so soon to experience. I nerer conudered that the 
weakness of yonr body left your mind more defenceless in 
itself,' tmd therefore more liable to be betrayed. Mistaken 
as I wus, I can scarce be angry with myself since tiiii rery 
error is the means of eavbig your life. I am not, Eloisa, of 
that hardy temper which can reconcile me to Ihy loss, -a* 
flion wert to mine. Had I indeed lost you, my despair 
' would have been endless ; and unfeeling as it may seem, I 
had rather you should lire in sorrow, I had almost said in 
disgnce, than not to live at all. 

But, my dear, my tender friend, why did you cruelly per- 
sist in your dist^iiietikle ? Wherefore should your repentanc* 
exceed your crime, and your contempt fall on the object 
which least of all deserves it — yourself ? Shall the weakness \ 
of one unguarded moment be attended with so black a train I 
of ttaleful consequences i And are not the very dangers yott \ 
have lieeu straggfiog with, a self-evident demonstration, of I 
the greatness of your virtue ? You lose yourself so entirely 
in (he thought of your defeat, that you have no leisure to 
conrider the triumphs by which it was preceded. If yonr 
trials have been sharper, yonr conquests more namerous, 
and your resistance more frequent, than those who have es. 
c^)ed, have not yon then, I would ask, done more for vir- 
tue (han they ? If you can find no circumstances to justify^ 
dwell on those at least which extenuate and excuse you. I 
mysdf am a tolerable proScieut in the art of love, and timngft 
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my own temper secures me agitinst )U violent emotioni, if 
ere I could bare felt such a passion ar yoxaa, my struggles 
would hare been much funter, my Enrrender more easy, 
and more dishonoarable. Freed as I have been from the ' 
temptation, - it reflects no honour on my Tirtne. Yon are tli« 
chaster of the tiro, though perhaps the most unfortunate. 

You may perchance be offended that I am so unreserved ; - 
but unhappily your sitnation makes it necessary. I wish 
from my soul, what I iiave said were not applic^te to yon ; 
for 1 detest pemicions maxims more than bad actions*. If 
the deed were not already done^ and I could have been so 
base to write, and you to read and bear these asidmi, we 
both of us must be numbered in the wretched citss of tiie 
abandoned, Bnt, as matters stand at present, my Avty, as 
your friend, requires this* at my hands, atid you must giTe 
me the hearing, or yon are lost for erer. For yon still pos- 
■ess a thousand rare endowments, which a proper esteem of 
.yoorsclf can alone culfirate and preserre. Yoor real worth 
will never exceed your owu Opinion of it. 

Forbear, then, giriag wt^to aself.disesteem, more dan- 
gerous and destmetife than any weakness of which yo'a could 
begtdlty. Does true Itove debase the soul i No; nor can 
any crime, which is the result oif tliat lore,, erer rob you of 
that enthnriastic ardour for trudi and honour, which so raised 
you above yourself ? Are there not spots visible in the sun ? 
How many amiable virtues do yon stilt retain, notwitlu 
standing one error, one relaxation in yonr conduct ? Will 
it make yon less gentie, less sincere, less modest, less be- 



• This sentiment is a very just one.. Disorderly passions Icwl 
to bad actions, but pernicious maxims corrupt the understanding, 
the very source and spring of good, and cut off the possibility of 
a return to viitue. 
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ncTolAit i Or will yon be len worthy of aU our admiration, 
of oU our praise i Will honoor, humanity, friendihip, and 
tender lore, be less respected by yon, or will yon cease to 
revere eren that rirtue with which yoa are no longer adorn, 
cd i No, -my dear, my charming Eloisa, your faithfal Clara 
bewvili and yet adores thee ; die is coDTinced that yon can 
never fail admiring what yon may be unable to practise. 
Beliere me, you have much yet to lose Ifefore' yoa caa sink 
to a level with the generality of womem. 

After all, whatever have been your failii^i, yon yonrseU 
are still remaining. I want bo other comfort, I dread no 
other loss thaa yon. Your first letter shocked me extremely, 
and would have thrown me into despair, bad I not been 
kindly relieied at the same time, by the arrival of yonr last. 
Wlut 1 and conld you leave your friend, could you think of 
going without me i Yon never mention this your greatest 
crime. It is this you should blush at ; this too you should 
repeat of. But the ungrateful Eloisa nqlects all friendship, 
and thinks only of her love. 

I am extremely impatient till I see yon, and am con* 
tinually repining at the slow progress of time. We are to 
stay at Iiausannesiz dayslonge* ; I shall thenfiyto my only 
friend, and will tlien either comfort or sjonpathize, wipe 
away her tears or share her sorrows, I flatter myself I shall 
be able to make you listen rather to the soothing tenderness 
of friendship, than the harsh language of reflection. My 
dear cousin, we must bewail our misfortunes, and pour out 
onr hearts to each other in silence; and, if possible, by 
dint of future exemplary virtue, bury in oblivion the memory 
of a failing which can never be Uotted out by tears. Alas I 
how much do we now miss onr poor Chaliiot 1 
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LETTER XXXI. 

TO ELOISA. 
. Wjiat Bn amazing mystery iB the conduct and sentiments 
of the charmiag Eloisa ! Tell me, I beseech you, by what - 
inrprizing art you alone can unite snch tnconusteut counter, 
acting emotions ? Intoxicated as I am witK love and delight, 
my Boul is oTerwhelmed with grief and despair. Amidjt the 
moBt exquisite pleasorei, I feel the most excruciating anxie- 
ties ; nay, the very enjoyment oT tl^ose pleasures is made 
the sul^ect of aelfijiccnsation, and the aggravation of my 
dbtrets. HenTens I vbat a torment to be able to indulge no 
one sensation but in a perpetual struggle of jarring pas^ons ; 
to be ever allaying the soothing tenderness of love with the 
bitter pangs of reflectiaa I A itste of cert«un misery were ft 
thousand times preferable to such doobtful disquietude. To 
what pnrppM b it, alas ! that I myself hare been happy, 
when your misfortane caa torment me much more sensibly 
than my own ? In vain do you attempt to disguise your own 
and feelings, when your eyes will betray what your heart 
labours to. conceal ; and can thqse expressive eyes hide any 
thing from love's tll.pe&etrating sight ? Notwitlistaading 
your assumed guety^ I se^— I see the cankering anviety ; 
andyonr melancholy, veiled as you may think by a smik, 
a&cts me the more sensibly. 

Surely you need no longer disguise any thing from me I 
While I was in your mother's room yesterday, she was acd. 
dentally called out, and left me alone. In the mean time, 
I tieard sighs that pierced my very sonl. Could I, think 
yon, be at a loss to guess the fatal cause ? I went up to the ' 
place from whence they seemed to proceed, and, on going 
into your chamber, perceived the goddess' of my heart sitting 
on the fioor, her head reclining on a couch, and almost 
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drowDed ia fears. Oh 1 bad nty lilood thus tridded down, 
I shoald bare felt lees paJn. Oh 1 how my sool melted at 
t)>e eight * Hmiarae.staiig me to the qoick. What had been 
my Bupremest bUae, beoame my excruciatiiig punishment. I 
t^t only th«n for you, and would hare freely purchased vitii 
lOy life your former tranquillity. I would fain hare thrown 
myself'at your feet, IdeSed off your falliog tears, and, bury. 

.iag diem at the bottom of niy heart, have died or wiped them 

' away for ever ; but your mother's return made me hasten 
bask to my post, and obliged me to carry away your griefs, 
and that remorse which can never end but in death. 

'Oh ! 'how I am iQnk and iTiortified by your sorrow I How 
yon must despise roe if our union is the cause of your own 

' self.contempt, and if what has been my supreme happiness 
proves tfie deBtmction of ypar peace i Be more just to your- 
itit, my dearest Eloisa, and less prejudiced agunst the sacred 

' ties which your own heart approfed. Hare you notactedin 
strict conformity to the purest lawi of nature ? Have you not 

. volnnfafily entts'ed into the most solemn engagements i Tell 
jne, then, what you have done, that all taws diviae, as wdl 
as Kumian, will. not sufficiently justify? Is there any diing 
'Wanting to confirm the sacred tie, but the mere formal cerel 
nony of a public declaration ?> Be whdly mioe, and you are 
no toDjfiC.to blame. . O my dear, my loVely wife, my tender 
■and chaste companion, thou eootiier of all my cares, and 
object of all my wishes, oh j think it not a crime to have 
Uatened to your lore ; but rather think it will be one to dis> 
obey for the future. To marry any other man is the only . 
imputation y«u can fix on your unimpeached honour. Would 
you be innocent, be eyer mine. The tie that unites us, is 
legal, is sacred. The disregarding this tie should be the 
principal object of yoor concern. Lore, from hencefor. 
Wflrt', c-an be the only guardian of your virtue. 
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But, were the fouodation ot jaar wrrom. ef«r to juat, 
ever BO-neceMary, why ani I rafibed of my property ia them { 
Why ibonld not iny eyes too overflow and share your g^«f i 
You ahovtd haTeno-oDe pang that 1 ought not tofeel, no 
one anxiety that I ought not to ibare.' My heA-t then, ray 
jealous heart, but too justly reproacbes yon for erer^ single 
tear you pour not into my bosom. Tell me, thou cold dis- 
sembling fair, Is not every secret of this kind an iiyaiy to ' 
my passion i Do yon so soon forget the promise you go lat'^y ' 
made i Oh ! if yon loved as I do, my happiness would oom- 
fort yon as much as your concerq affects me, and you wonl^ 
feel my pleasures as I share your anxieties ! 

Bat, alas ! you consider me as a poor wretch, wnoie 
reason b lost amidst the transports of delight ; you are ' 
frightened at the Violence of my joy, and compassionBte the 
extravagance of my delirium, without considering' diat the 
utmost strength of human nature is not proof against endlesi 
pleasu^s. How, think you, can a poor weak mortal sup. 
'* port the ineffable delights of infinite happiness? How do you . 
imagine he can bear such ecstatic raptures without I^eing lost 
to ercry other coBsideration ! Do you not know that reason 
is limited, and that no understanding can command itself at 
all times, and upon all occasions J Pity then, I beseech yov, 
the distraction you occasion, and fo^ve the errors yon your- 
self have thrown me into. I own freely to you, I am no 
longer master of mygelf. My soul is totally absorbed in 
yon». Hence am I the more fitly disposed to hear your 
sorrows, and the more worthy to participate them. Oh, my 
dearest Eloisa ! no longer conceal any thing' from your 
other self. 
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. LETTER XXXn. 

ANSWER. 

-ThIre was a Qmt, mf dear friend, when the style of our 
letters WW U easy to be understood vstbeEubjwt of them wai 
agreeshle aDd delightful; animated as they were with the 
- «annth of a geaeronB -passion, thejr stood in need of no art 
to elevate, no colonrings of a luxuriant &ncy to heighten ' 
thep. Natire simplicitj. was their best, their only character. 
Tliat time^ alas ] is now no more ; it is gone, beyond the 
hope of return ; and the first melancholy proof that onr 
beatts are lees interested, is that oar correspondence is be- 
come less intelligible. 

Yoa haTe been aa eye-witness of my concern, and fondly 
tiiererore imagine yon can disco-rer its true tonrce. Yoa eu- 
dearonr to relieve me by the mere force of elocntton, and 
wlule yon are thinking to delade me, ^reyourselfthedupeof 
yonr own artifice. The sacrifice I have made fyt my passion .y 
is a great one indeed 3 yet, gr^t as it b, it provokes neither 
my sorrow nor my repentance. But I have deprived this i 
passion of its most engaging circumstances — there lies the r 
cause 1 that virtue which enchanted every thing around it, I 
is itself vanished like a dream. Those inexpressible trans, i 
fxirts which at once gave vigour to our affections, and pu- 
tity to our desires, are now no more. We have made plea, 
sure our sole pursuit, and neglected happiness has bid us 
adieu for ever. Call but (o mind those Halcyon days, when 
the fervency of our passion bore a proportion to its ionocence, 
when the violence of our affections gave us weapons against . 
itself I Then the purity of our intentions could reconcile us 
to restraint, while with comfort we reBected, that even .tliese 
restraints served to heighten our desires. Compare those 
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charmiDg tiin'eB with our present situation. Violent etnotiom, 
disquieting fears, endless Baspkious, perpetual ^rms, are 
Hie melaacholf substitutes of our former- gay con^anions. 
Where is that zeal for prudence and discretion ^hich inspired 
'«Ter7 thonght, directed cTery action, and refined the de- 
licacy of our lore ? Is the pasuon itself altered, or rat&er 
are we not most miserablf changed ? Our, enjoyments were 
formerly both temperate and lasting ; fkey are now degane- 
rated mto transports, resembling rather the fury of madneai 
than the caresses of love, A pure and holy flame oace 
glowed in our hearts, but now we are sunk into mere com. 
mo n loTerS) through a blind gratification of ^IIBIULI k^petjtes. 
We can now think ourselves suflidently happy, if jealousy 
can give a poignancy to those pleasures which eren the very 
brutes can taste without it. 

This, my dear friend, it the subject which nearly con. 
. rems us both, and which indeed pains me more on your ac. 
count than on my own. I say nothing of the distress which 
is more immediately mine. Your disposition, tender as it Is, 
can sufficiently feel it ; consider the shame of my present 
situation, and, if you still lore me, gWe a sigh to my lost 
honour. My crime is uiiatoneable, my tears then, I should 
hope, will be as lasting as my dishooour. Do ntrf you then, 
who are the cause of this sorrow, se^ to deprive me of this 
also. My only hope is founded in its continuance. Hard as 
my lot is, it would be still more deplorable if I could ever 
be comforted. The being reconciled to disgrace is the last^ 
worst state of the abandoned. 

I am but too welt acquainted with the circumstances of my 
condition, and yet, amidst all the horror they mspire me 
with, I have one comfort left — It Is, indeed, tlie only one, 
but it b agreeable. Yon, my dear friend, are its constant 
object ; and since I dare no longer ceuuder myself, I tako 
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Ah p«ftt6r MtiafacUoii at tiiinluag of joa. The gre&t alure 
of Belf-esteem vhich yon, idu ! lure tdcea ifrom me, is bow 
transferred eatirelj to 7«iinelf; and yon ue become the 
more dear to me for nukioj rae lute mjwAL Lore, eren 
the fatal love which bu prored my destrvclioa, ia become 
Ae material drcnautance in your favaar. Yoa are exalted 
wUle I am abued ; nay, my rery abUHMnt ii the oanse of 
yonr endtntioo. Be henceforward, then, my only hope. 
It is yours to justify my crime by yonr conduct, Excaie it 
at least by your rirtnoai demeanenr. May your merit cut 
a veil over my ^sgraee, and let the number of yonr Tirfnet 
raaliethe loss of mine leu perceptible. Since I am no longer 
any thing, be tbon my whole existence. The only honour I 
have left is wholly centered in thee ; and while thou art in 
any d^ree respected, I can nerer be wholly deS[MSed or 
njected. 

However' Mrry I maybe for the qnick recovery of my 
health, yet my artiSee will no longer stand me in any stead. 
My coontenance will soon give the lie to my pretences, and 
I shal) no longer be able to impoBe on my parents a feigned 
indjspontion. Be qidck, then, in taking tiie steps we have 
agreed on, before I am forced to nesnme my usual business 
in my family. I perceive but too plainly, that my mother 
is suspicious, and continually watches ua. My &ther, in- 
deed, seems to Icnow nothbg of the matter. His pride has 
been hitherto our security. Perhaps he thinks it impossibio 
that a mere tutor can be in love with his daughter. But^ 
after all, you know his temper. If yon do not prevent him, 
he w31 yon ; do not then, through a fond desire of guntng 
yonr nsasl access, buusb yourself entirely from the pos- 
sibility <rf a retnm. Take my advice, and speak to my 
mother in time. Fretmd a mnldpb'city of engagements, in 
order to prevent your teaching me any longer : and fet ns 

Vol. I, G 
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IM EILOISA. 

give up the satisfaction of incli freqneat InterTlewi, tbat w« 
1BBJ make snre, at leut, of meeUng soin^mes. Cooiideir, 
if you are once shut out, it is for ever ; but if yon can re. 
solre to deny yourself' for a time, yon may then come when 
yoD please, and in time md by managsmeot, may repeat 
your visits often, without say fear of soipiciaD. I will tell 
you this evening some other schemes I have in livWi Tbf our 
more frequent meetinl, and you'wiHtEeit be-connocadihat 
our constant consin, at whose presence yon have sq often 
murmured, will qmt be very usefnl to Iwo Jorers, wfaftm, in 
truth, she ought never to bare left alone^ 



lJ^.lt%K XXXIII. 
JEOM ELOISA. 
&.H'! my ^ear friend, what a miserable asylum, for .lovers 
is a crowded assembly ! What inconceivable torment, to see; 
eachother under the ftstrabitof what iscalled good breeding! 
Surely absence were a thoncand times more supportable 1 Is 
cidmness and' composure con^tible with such emotiouf ?' 
Can the lover be selC^wnsistent, or witlLwhat attention can he 
consider such a nnmber of objesk, when on^ alone pQssegjea 
his whole soul ? When.tho htart is fired, cm the body be at 
rest } You. cannot coocrive the anxiety I felt, when I heard 
yon were coming. Your name seemed a reproach to me, 
and I could not help imagiuiog tbat the whole compsny^s. at- 
tention was fixed upon me alone. I W8« imgiediately lost, 
and blushed so exteediogly, that my cousin^ who obseTved 
mc, was obliged to cover me. with her fan, and, pretend to 
whisper me in theear. '.Thiiyery~aEt(6ce, simple a« it vas, 
increased my apprehensions, and, I trembled fox fear they 
should ptrceive it. In sbort, every the most minute cii- 
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cmnstiDee was a fr«sb snbject for alarm ; nerer did I so 
fillip experience the truth ef that well known- sxioro, that a. 
gmlty conscience needi no accnser. 

Clara pretended to obserre that jron was eqnally- em- 
barrassed, uncertain what to do, not dai4ng eiftier to advance 
or retire, to take notice of me or not, and lebkin^ all round 
Ae room to ^e yon a pretence, as she jgt^d, to look' at last 
on me. As I recovered from my cotrfu^n by degrees, I 
perceired your distress, tilt, by Mrs. Belon's coming np to 
you, yoa was reliered. 

I perceive, my dear friend, that this manner of liTing, 
-which is embittered with so much eonstraiot, and sweetened 
with so little pleasure, is not suited to us. Our passion is 
loo noble to bear perpetual chains. These public assemblies 
-are only fit. for those who are strangers to love, or who can 
with ease dispense with ceremony. My anxieties are toe 
disquieting, aud your indiscretions too dangerous ; I caunot 
always have a Mrs. Belon to make a conrenient diversion. 
Let us retnm, let os return to that calm state of life from 
whence I have so inadvertently drawn you. It was that si. 
tuation which gave rise and vigonrto onr passion ; perhaps 
too it may be weakened hy this dissipated manner of living. 
Thejtruest passionsare formed and nourished in retirement. 
In the busy circle of the world there is no time for receiving 
timpressions, and even, when received, they are consider- 
^ly weakeiied by the variety of avocotjons which continually 
occur. Retirement, too, best iuiU my melancholy, which, 
- like my lovej cm be supported only by thy deu image. I 
had rather see yon tender and pasgfonate in my heari, than 
dnder constnUnt and ^si^tion in an .assombfy. There may 
perhaps come a time, when I shall beforced to a much closer 
retreat. O that sock time wei« dready come I Common 
pnidence, as well as my own incUntons, rcqaire that I 
G « 
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sboold inare mjnlf hy timei to habiti which neceisily may 
(leinand. Oh ! if the crime itielf could produce the canse 

of its atonement I The pleuiog hopes of being one day 

Bat I shall inadrertentlf wj more than I am willing on the 
design I ba*e in Tiew. Foigire me this one secret, my dear 
friend ; my heart shall never conceal any thing that would 
gi?e you pleasure : yet you must, for a time, be ignorant of 
this. All 1 con say of it at present is, that love, wbich was 
tbe occasion of our misfortunes^ onght to furnish ns with re. 
lief. You may reason and comment upon this hint at muck 
as you please ; but I positively forbid all questions. 



LETTER XXXIV. 
ANSWER. 

No, non vtdrele mm 

CambUr gP affetti miei, 

■Bei lumi onde imparai 

A impirar tf amor. 

No, DO, . the iifod and failhful hearts ^ 
Can ne'er inconBtant prove, t. ," /' '<,-- 

Meanwhilelhe sjisaking^eyes impart - 
The e<pre^'ve looks of love. 

Uotr greatly am I indebted to dear Mrs. Belon for the 
pleasure she procured me I Forgive me, my dearest Eloisa, 
when I tell you, (hat I even dared to take some pleasure in 
your distress, and that your very anxiety afforded me most 
exqaitite delight. Oh ! what raptnres did I feel at Aose 
stolen glances, that downcast modesty, that care with which 
you avoided meeting my eyes 1 What then, think you^ was 
the employment of your too, too happy lover ? Was he in. 
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da«d coayerBing with Mn. Belon i tKd yon really ttdnk. bo, 
tay lovely Kloisa ? Oh, no, eochanting fair ! he was much 
more worthily employed. With what an amasiag sympathy 
did my heart share each emption of thine ! With what a 
greedy impatience did I explore the beautiftil symmetiy of 
thy perooo t Thy Idre, thy charms, entirely filled my whole 
BOnI, which was hardly aUe to contain the. ram^ng idea. 
The only allay to all tbis pleasure Was, that I feasted at your 
exf^nee, and felt tile tender sensations wUcb you, alas ! 
was absolutely unable to participate. — Can I tell one word 
Aat Mrs. Belon nid to me { Could I have told it, at the 
very time she was speaking ? Do I know what answers I 
made i Or did she understand me at all ? Bat, indeed, 
liew could she comprehend the discourse of one who spoke 
without thinking, and answered without conceiving the 
qnestioD I 

Cim' huom, che par ch' eicolli, e nuUa intende. 
, LiLe nien who hear, biit itothiiig understand'. 

I appeal to the event for a confimutioB. She has nnce toM * 
all the woHd, and perhaps yon amOng the rest,, thai I have 
BOt common sense ; but what is still worse, not a single 
gralQ of wit, and that I am aa dull and fooUsh as my. books: 
Bat no matter bow slie thinks, or what she says of me. Is 
aot Elmsa Ae sole mistress of n^ fate, and does not she 
alone determine my future rank and' estimation ? Let the 
rest of the world say of me what tfaey think proper ; myself, 
my understanding, and my accompHshmeots, all absolutely 
depend on the value yon are pleased to fix oa them. 
- Be assured, neither Mrs. Beton, nor aiiy superior bean^, 
conld ever delude my attention from EloisB. If, after all this, 
yon still doubt my tbcerity, and can injure my love and yonr 
own charms so much at still tosuspect me, pray tell me, howl 
G 
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became acquainted vith eriry minute particular o(yoai cOll> 
duct ! IHd not I see 70a ■faine among the inrerior beantiei, 
like the son among the stars, that were eclipwd by yonr radi. 
ante ? Did I not see the yooilg fellows hor^og about yoar 
chair, and buzzing in your ear ? Did n»t I perceire yon rip. 
. gled oat frcHh the rest ef y»nr sex, te be the object of nnirer- 
sal admiration i- Did not I ptrceire their stuped assiduitiet, 
their continnal coraplimeitts, and your cold and medeU iodiL 
ference, infinitely more afFecting than the most haughty de- 
neanour you could poBBibly have assomed? Yea, my Eloisa, 
I law the effect podncM by the si^t of your iDowy delicate 
am, when yoa pulled off your gloT« ; - 1 aaw too that tbt 
young stTMiger who picked it up, seemed tempted to Itisa the 
charmiHg hand that receited it. tAnd did not 1 we a atill 
bolder (wain, wIiom steady stare obliged you to add another 
pin to your tucker ! All this may perhaps cooTince you 
I was not so absent as you imagine : not that I 1^ in the 
leaat jealoiis ; for I know your heart was not cast In inch a 
mould as to be snticeptible of every passion • nor will yon, I 
hope, think otberwiiie of mine. 

I<ct us then return to that cdm, blest retirement, which I 
quitted' with snch regret. My heart finds no satisfaction in 
the tnmultoonshiirry'of the world.' Its empty tinsel plea- 
sures 'dispose it only to lament the wantof more substantial 
joys the more fMiingly, and make it prefer its own ieal suf- 
ferings to the melancholy trains^ continual diaappoinbneltts. 
Surely, Sloisn, we may attain much mere solid satisfaction in 
any sitnationthan under our present restraint. And yet you 
seem to foi^et it. To be so near each other for a whole fort- 
night without meeting! Oh, it is an age of time to an ena- 
moured and-raptured heart ! Absence itself would be infi- 
nitely more sopport^te. Tell me to wliat end can you make 
use of a discretiott, which' occasions more misfortune than it 
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ii jibls toi»QT«it ? Of irbat uBportance cam it be to pfokuit 
a Ilfej'in wfakfa erery. lacceediog moment bHngi fresh putush. 
ment ! Were it not better, yes, surely a thousand times, to 
meet otiGe more at oil erentg, and then submit to our fate with 
resignation i 

I own freely, my d«ar friend, I vould fain know the vt. 
most of tbe secret yon conceal, -"niere nerer was a diico- 
Tery that could interest me so deeply t but all my endearoun , 
are in vain. I can, however, be as silent ai yon could wish^ 
ADd repress my forward curiosity. But may I not bope soon 
to be satisfied ? Perhaps yon are still in the castle.buUdiag 
system. O, thou dear object of my affections 1 surely no # 
it Is high time to TmproTe all our s'ch^es info reality, 

' P. S. I had almost forgot to tell you, that M. Roguin 
made me an offer of a company in the regiment he )s rauring 
for the king of Sardinia, I was highly pleased at this signal 
mark of that brare man's esteem, and, thanking him for his 
kindness, told him, the shortness of my eight and great lore 
of a studious and sedentary life unfitted me for so active an 
employment. My love can claim no great share in this sa. 
crific«. Every one, in my opinion, owes hia life to his conn, 
try, which therefore he' should not risk in the service of those 
prHcesTo whom he is no wise indebted ; much less b he at 
liberty to let himself out for hire, and turn the noUest pro* 
fes^oir in the world to that of a vile mercenary.. These 
maxims I claim by inheritance from my father ; and happy 
enough should I be, could I imitate him as well in his steady 
adherence to his duty, and lore to his country. He never 
would enter info the service of any foreign prince, but In the 
year 1713 acquired great repntation in fighting for his coiin. 
try. He served in many ei^agemeats, in one of wUch he 
G4 
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was wonnded, asd at Oe baMe at Wilqi«rgkn ma m foe. 
tuBftte aa to take a atandard frcHii tiw enevy ia the ii{^ of 
Gmeral Sacconei, 



LJSTTEE XXXV. 

HUMELOBA. 

I Gouzo Difnei thinfc, my deu friead, that what I hinted 
af Mrs. Belon ia jest coold hare excited bo long of so seri. 
«U3 an explanatioa. An o^et-fa^tmeas in one's own defence 
is sometimes productire of the Tery reverse of its intention^ 
and fixes a lasting suspicion, instead of removing or lighten- 
ing the accusation. The most tri&ing incidents, when at. 
tended to minutely, imnediatel}' grow up into events of im- 
|!ortance. Our situation indeed eecnres ns fram making this 
eoK our ovn : for our hearts are too boay to listen to mere 
punctilios ; thougb all disputes between lovers on points of 
little moment have too often a much deeper foundatioa than 
they imagine. , 

I am ratfaer glad, however, of the opportunity which this 
acddent has given me, of saying somewhat to yon on the 
lobject of jealousy— >a sutgect which, alas ! but too nearly 
concerns me. I see, my dear friend, by th^ similitude of 
onr tempers, and near alliance of our dispositions, that love 
alone will be the great business of our lives ; and surely 
when such impressions as we feel, have been oncemade, love 
uusit either extinguish or absorb every other passion. The 
least relaxation in onr passion must inevitably produce a most 
dangerous ledtargy — a total apatliy — an iudiflerence to every 
enjoyment, and a disrel|sh of every present comfort would 
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Tory soon tako pbwe, if our afiectioiii vere one* coaled ; and 
iadMd Uf« itwlf would then become a bntbea. With re. 
speot to myMlf, yon canopt bat pttrceire, that tb« present 
t^naportB of my passion conld atone veil orer the horror of 
i^ disaatrona lituation, and the lad alternative proposed to 
my choice, is the eztraragance of love, or a death of de- 
spair. Judge, then, if after thu I am able to determine a 
point on wltich the happiHUi or misery of my future lire bo 
^olutely depends. 

If I may be ^owed to know any thing of my own temper 
and disposition, though I am oftentimes distracted with Tio- 
lant emotions, it is but seldom that their influence can hurry ' 
nW'into action. My sorrows most have preyed on my heart 
for a long time before I could ever be prerailed on to disco. 
T«r the source of them to their author ; and, being firmly 
persuaded that there can be no ofience without intention, I 
would much ratlier submit to a thousand real subjects of com* 
plaint than erer come to an explanation. A disposition of 
this kind will neither easily gire way to suspicion, nor be 
an sioosly concerned at the jealousy of others. Oh! shield 
mo, gracious Heaven, from the lormentiag pangs of ground-. 
leasjealoDSyl — lam fully assured that your heart was made 
for mine, and no otiier ; but selLdsceit is of all otiiers the 
Most easy imposition : atraniient liking is often mistaken for 
a real passion, as it is difficalt to distinguish th« effects o£ 
sndden fancy from the result of a nncere and settled afiec^ 
tjon. If you yourself could doubt your own constancy 
without any reason, how could you blame me, were I capable 
of mistrusting you ? But that way leads to "misery. So cruel 
adonbt as that would embitter the remainder of my life. I ' 
should sigh in secret wilhent complaining, and die an incon- 
solable martyr to ray passion. 

But let me entreat you to prevent a misfortune, the idea, 
G 5 
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of «hi(A^bo<HLB iBjTery Mm). Sir«ar to-me, »)> dear, dear ' 
friepd ! .but jiot by lore, far loran' ootki are neVer kept bat ■ 
-when they are unneceisarilj miid^ ; but swear by the laered 
name of hanonr, -which yau highly rerere, that I ahall erer ~ 
be the confident of your inmost thcn^hlBftlie tvpMstoTy of all 
your secrets, the witaeds of all yonr enDtiens, and if per.' 
chance (which gracioas Heaven avertl) 'if. any 'Chahga 
sbonld take place n y«a> affectioBt, nrear' inoTMiv«r ttet 
yoa will instantly inrorm me of so interesting a roYolntion. 
Think n»t to exctise yourself, by alh^i^that nich a dionge 
U impossibte. — I bdiere — I hope^nay, I am well annred of * 
your sincerity r oblige toe, hiiwerer, and pr«T«nt attain 
alarms; t%k»frontmethepoiEibility of dnnbting, and secora 
my present peace. . To hear my late from you, how hard to> 
erer it mi^ht be, were mncb better than, through ignorance- 
of the truth, to be perpetually exposed to the tortures of Ima- 
ginary' .erili. Some comfort, some oUeviatian of my sorrows 
woukl arise from yoar remorse. Though my affections must 
cease, you woiitd ueceissarily become the partner of my gwivf» i 
and even my own aaxietyj when poured into your breasty: 
wonid seem less dintracttng. 

It is on this account, my dear friend, that I congratulate- 
myself niore especially on the fond choice of my heart ;' that 
honour strengthens and coDhrms the bond which nStcHmn- 
first began; and' that my securi^ depends not on the no- > 
IvDce 6f passion, bat the more sober and settled dictates of 
principle : it is this which cemnils, at the same time that it 
insures (he affection it ; it is this rirtue that most reconcile 
us to our .woea. - Had it been my' sad misfortune to hare ' 
fixed my affections on a loTer Toid of principle, eren soppo.- ' 
sing (hose affections should continue unchangeable, yet what 
security should I have of the contiaaance of his lo*e i By 
what methods could I silence tbosa perpetual misgiTings that 
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wwldbe crer rising in my mind, and in vKat Buaner ceiild 
I be BHored tiiat I wu not impoied on^ eiUwr bj bii aitificB 
vr my own credality ? But tboa, my denr, my hoDountak! 
ftrieBd, wfao hiat no dark deiigu tacorer, no secret fnud^ 
to practiM, thoD wilt, I un well assnred, preserre the god. 
itaBcy thoa hut atowed. Yoa wilt never be tliamed ont of 
yoar diUy, tliroogh the MiebaahfahiesB of owning an infideli- 
ty ; and when yau can mr longer lore yosr Eloisa, yon will 
^«B^y tell her ho — yes, you will s&y, My Eloisa^I. do not 
— bat I CBUBot — indeed^ I cannot, finish the sentence. 

What do yan think of my proposal ! I am «nre it is the 
only one lean think of to[dack.iipJeakiniy by the rtiot. 
There ii a certain delicacy, ateoder confidence,- which per. 
•uadet- me to itSy so entinly on your sincerity, alto make 
me incapaUe of .iKlie*iBg any accniation which comes not 
from yonr ^own lips. . ThiMc are the good effects I expect 
ffcm yo«r promise ; for though I should easily beliere that 
yon are as fickle as the rest of your sex, yet 1 can never be 
persuaded. thU you are equally false and deceitful; and, 
bowerer I might doubt of the constancy of your a&ctioda, 1 
can never bring myself to suspect your honour. What a 
pleasure do I feel in taking precautions in this matter, which 
I hope will always be needless, and to prevent the very pos. 
tibility of a change, which I am persuaded iriU never hap,- 
pen? Oh! hov delightful it is to talk of jealousy^to to faith, 
fnl alover 1 If 1 thought you capdile of inconstancy, I should 
not talk thus. My poor heart would not be so discreet in the 
tine trf so much danger, and the least real dlstrnst would de. 
prire me of the prudence necessary for my security, 

. This subject, hcmured matter, may be more fully d is, 
cussed tills evening ; for your two humble tchoiart tue tc 
hare the honour of ^supping with you at my uncle's. Your 
learned commentanes on the Gazette have raised you sohigMy 
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in his Mtmm, thti do great utifice wu wantiog to periMd* 
him to invita you. The diqghter W pnt feer barpuchordin 
tone, tlw fiitlier fan be«n poring ore r Laoiberti, and I ihaU 
perhmps repeat the ieuoR 1 6nt learnt in Clueos gmje. You 
who ar« a maitw of every scieiice, muat adi^t your luraw- 
ledge and instroctions to our several capacities, Mr. Orbe 
(who is iiwited yoH may be sure) liai had notico given him to 
prepare a diuertation on die nature of the King of Naptes's 
fbtnrc homage} tlila will. give, ni an opportunity of gomg 
into my comln's apartment. ' There, vassal, on tfay knees, 
befove thy sovereign unstress, thy hands clasped in ber's, and 
in the [n«seoce of her chancellor, th^n sbalt sow Irutii and 
loyalty on every orxaeion ; I do not say eternal lore, be- 
cauMi that is a tfain^ whidi no one can absriutdy promise; 
but tmtfa, sincerity, and frankness are in every rtne'8 dt^Kt- 
tal ; to these therefore thou sholt swear. You need sat 
vow eternal fealty; bat yon most and shall vow to com- 
mit no act of felonipQS intentioa, and at least to declare apeH' 
war before yon diake off the yoke. This donb, yon shall 
seal it wHh an embrace, and be oirned and acksowledged fur a 
true and loyal knight. 

Adieu, my dear friend; the expectatiooa i have formed 
of (hiB evening, have ^ven me all these sfMrits. I ihall he 
doubly blessed to see you aparlaker of my joy. 



LETTER XXXVI. 
FROM ELOISA. 
■ Kiss this welcome letter, and leap for joy at the news I 
am going to tell yon : bat be assured that though my emow. 
tions should prove less viirient, I am not a whit less rejoiced. 
Hy father being obliged to go to Bern, on account of a law- 



:=inGoo^lc 



UOiSA. 193 

■nit, and fNnb tiieBoe to Soleare for Ui ptadbn, pimpoMi t» 

take my motber aloOg witb Uin ; to vUch aba h tko mora wiU 
Ibg to conwfit, u she kopei t« rccetva bcmifit froni the jour.. 
ney and change of air. Tiiey wera m» obli^iigaa to offer 
to take -me aiaag with tbem. I did not tkiak proper io 
Mj all I thought OB tiiq occariM i bnt tb^i aot beii% able t» 
find eoDTenlett room for ne, made tk^ change dieir ioten- 
tioni vfth respect to my giriog, and they are bow all nidea- 
Tooringto comfort me fiK the dUappointment. Iwaioblu 
ged to aatane a very melancholy air, at if alnoat ioconMU-; 
Ue ; and, rldiculoos at it is, I hare diuembled ao long, tliat 
I amiometimes apt tofaacy I feel a real aorrow. 

lorn not, howerer, .to be abtolately my own; mutreu 
while my parents are absent, bnt to lire at my unde's j ■» 
that during the whob time, I shall bo always with my con- 
tfan< eoaain. Hy mother choointo leave her own woduki ^ 
behind : Bitb, therefwv, will be considered as a kind of go- 
Teraees ito me. Bat we need not be very apprehensire of 
those whom we have no need either to brilje or to trust, bnt 
who may be easily got rid of whenerer they grow trouble, 
some, by means of any trifling allurement. 

Yon will readily conceive, I dare say, what opportunities 
we shall hare of meeting during their absence ; ^nt our dia. 
crelion must furnish those restraints which our sitn^Efon hw ' 
taken off for a while, and we must then Tolonlarily sntudt to 
thatreserre, to which at present we are obliged by necessity. 
You most, when I am at my cousin's, come no oftener HHatt 
you did before, for fear of giving offence ; and I hope thero 
will be no need of reminding yon of the assiduous respect 
and civility whieh her sex uid the sacred laws of hospitality 
require ; and that you yourself will sufficiently consider what 
is due to the friendship that gives an asylum to your love. I 
Ieoow your eagA- disposition ; bnt I am conviuced, at the 
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IM ELOISA. 

suae tinwrttiat then tn bonncb whidi cui restiaiu IL Had 
yo» erergorerbed yonr vMence bj the known laws of bo- 
BOur, 70a bad not been at [wcsrat troubled witb any admonu 
tioaa, at least witb noae from me. 

But vhj tbat. dnwncaat loofc, th^ lowering all ? Wby 
repine at tbe reetrunta wlucb dnty prescribes i Be it tby 
EbMia'i care to (ootbe andfioAen them. Hod you eier cause 
to repent of hanng lUt^oed to my advice ? Ne^r the flow- 
ery banks of tiie head of tbe rivej VevaUef there stands a 
scditary but, fritichBerres sometimes as a. shelter to sportsmen^ 
and surely may also shelter lor ers. Hard by tbfmfqsioa* 
house, which belongs to Mr. Orbe, are several thatched daiiy- 
hooies, snfficieDtiy remote, which may serre as a retirement 
f«r love and' pleasure, erer the truest friends to rustic sinu 
plicify. The prudent milk-maids will keep tbe secret ; for 
tWy hare often need of secresy. The streams which wa. , 
tet tlie adjoining meadows,. are bordered with flowering 
sbubs, and. charming shadowy groves^ while at some little 
^stance the thickness of . the neighboMing woods se^as, to 
pnunise a more gloomy and seclnded rebeat^ 

Al bel tf jyio nipoilo, omtroto 'fbtcoi 
Nc- mai paitori apprtttan, ne bif<^. 

■ Some sweet tecesswitfaiji tbe dusk; shade, 

Which shepherd swain noi cow-herd e'er approach. 

In this deli^tfttl place, no Tcstiges are seen of bomra. 
toil, BO appearance of stuped and laborious art; eveiy 
object presents only a view of tbe tender care of nature, 
our common mother. Here then, my dear friend, we shall . 
be only under nature's cUrectioaB, and know no other law 
but her*8. At Mr. Orbe's innt^ion, Clara hs* already 
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P«miaded her father to t^ke Ae iiren^a of hnuting for 
two or three dayi in &i» jmxt erf the world, andto earrj tile 
tWo ins^anbieawkh him. These iinepaniblM hsve oUwitt 
likewise closely coaiiected wilK thcn^ «■ jtod. know bub 
too well. Tiie »ne, aHnming Ae chuHCter of matter of the 
koit»ej will cotueqnently do the hononn, while the 4)th«c 
with lest parade will do those of a dair^ JlODte for hii Eloua^ 
and this rural hut, dedicated tolore, will be to than tiMi 
Temple of CiiidDR. To succeed the more eftctnallj in hb 
chtraing project,. there wiU be wanting a little preriooi con-^ 
trinnce, which nm^ be eatilj lettled betwaen. ns, aadth* 
T^rj cODdderation of which wiU form a part of those plek. 
Bnresdiej are. intended to [H-oduce.— Adien, ay dear life I 
I lenre off abmptiy for fear of being inrpriied. Tlie heart 
of tiij - devoted Eloisa anticipates, alas I too eagerly the. 
pleasures of Aa Daily-home. > 

P. S. Upon second thoughts, L begin to he of opiniMi. 
that'we.may meet every day without any great dnager ; that- 
Is, at my cousin's eTei7 other day, and iu. the fieUon metf.. 
iUermediate one. .' 



LETTER XXXVII. 

FROM EL0I8A. 
' Thky left me this rery moroiag — my tender fatter, 
and stilt foofler mothfr, took leave of mebot just now,' 
orerwhelmed their belored daughter (too onworUiy, alas ! ' 
of all tb«ira9ec(ian)witb:rep8aled caresses. For my own 
part, indeed, I did n(>t Jeel mnch relactance at this separa- 
tion ! I embraced them with an oatward appearance of con 
cem, while my ungrateful and unnalnral heart was lea^ng 
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TH -EL0I8A. 

vitiiin me for joy; . Wlienj alail U no# tbat bappf tine, 
vbni I led sn inaoceBt life under their cantiBnal ebierva- 
tion, wkeD bj oaly joy ms their approbatUm — mj only 
coacerntkeir absence or negtect? Bdotdnow the melancbo. 
ly reverse! Guilty uidfearfalasInowDiD, the Tery.tbovgiit 
af tiiem giicame pain, and tbe recollection of mydclf makei 
ipebliuh wiQl eonfiision. Allay rirtnous id^osnow ranlib 
nn^.like a^ dream, and leave in fbetr tteuLcmptydUqiiietadcs 
and barren reuone, which, bitter as tb^ ate, are nerer- 
tbdesB ininffident to lead me to repentance. These cmel re- 
fleotkuB hare btooght «n sU that «orroir which the taking 
leaTeofntypareatg was unable to effect: andyet inmediatei. 
If ontheii departnre I feit an agoay of grief . While Bali 
was aetteig ttiings to r^ts after them, I w^t into my mo- 
ther's rQoni,.ai U were mechanically, witbont knowteg yrhtct 
I did, and seeing some of ^r clothes tying scattered ^wnt, 
I took them up one by one, kissed them, and baUied them 
wkh my tears. Tliis leat to my anxiety afferded me present 
ease, and it was sinne coqtfort to me to reflect tiiat I was still 
awak« to nature's sirft emotions, and tiiat ber gentle fires 
w6re not entirely exdngiushed in my aonl. In Tain, crnfct' 
tyrant ] dost thou seek to subject this weak and tender heart 
to thy absolute dominion ; notwithstanding all thy fend illn. 
sKins, it Btill retains the sentiineuts of duty, still cherishes 
and rereres parental rights, much more sacred than thy own, 
Forgire me, my dear friend, these involuntary emotions, 
nor imagiae that I carry these refleetisns further titan I oagHt. 
Love's soft moments are not to be expected amidst tie tor- 
tgres of anxiety^ I cannot cmiceal my sufferings fr(»B yon, 
and yet I woold not overwheln yon with them ; nay, you 
must know them, though net to share, yet to soften them. 
But into whose bosom dare I pour tbem, if not into thine! 
Are not you my faithful friend, my prudent couDsellor, iny 
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SLOISA. tsr 

Hit* yum mat bean lutarinK iii myaoti 
tke-loTB of virtue, vim, alu t th>t.Tir(M in^tf mi bo 
loBgw in me 7 How often rirndd I hvm uuik miter tte 
pressnr* of my sfflictians, lui not thy pitjnig head Mlieved 
ma from my ■orraori, wd iriped ewqr my tesrt ? It k yonr 
tender cere aloeo sBpporta me. I due mat ebeee myertf 
wh^yen cantinue to esteem me, end I Setter pyMlf (k«t if 
i vere Indeed contemptiUe, none ^yon Tmvid ar couU m 
benonr me with yoflr rqerd. I un flying to tite erme of my 
deer couki, or ndher to die beart of e tender Ater, there t* 
repose the load of grief with which I em oi^rened. Come 
thither this ereniiig, end eentribnte to rateve to me that 
peace and Miwiity, of which I hue h>ag Iwen depiived. 



^ ., LETXBa xxxvin. 

<. ,■,,., 

TO ELOISA. 

No^ElolM, itUIimd«ifale.l l<mnawbimtUm*j9» 
^ery itcy, if I am-alvajv to be tdianted in the mnMr I 
was hist Bi^t. My affiioMeK m«at a*er bear praportioa te 
the diiGSTery of yenr beantlei, aad ym are an mexhawtibte 
eonrce of.«i|dleu wn^er 4ttd delight, ^beyond my utmost 
Irapes, beyond my most saagnine e^qwetetiont ! What a de. 
Udoni ereaiog to me wM the last t iriiat amazing nq>ture« 
did I feel 1 O enchantii^ sorrow ! How iofinitely doth the 
pleasing langnw of a heart, softened by concern, sn^HUS 
the iMtsterons. pleasures, the foolish gaiety, and the extra. 
TBgautjoy, with which a howadku passion inquires the ango- 
Tmiabte lover 1 O peacefal btisi I nem, nerer shall thy 
pleasing idea be torn from my memory I Hearens, what on 
^ichantiiig tight ! it was ecstasy itself, to see two sach per^ 
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138 ELO^A. 

faot bMdties smtmce each; otlwr w aftectioaAtely ; yow f«ce 
NcliMd npon b«r breut, mixing your tender te«M togetlier, 
udtedewijig that c&anniBg bosom, juBtu b^ftTOi.refrcdKS 
R bod of new-blown flowers. I grew jealous of such ft (riend- 
■b^ and tbon^ tbere wu.sometbiiig more iDterestiiig.iiiU 
tln» ores ia lore itsdf., I.wMgrieTedjit tbe inqMisiiUlily 
dfMUBoling yvuf without ^stArbing you. at the same time by 
the 'fiolenc* of .nf-emotioa. ; No, nothing, notbiog npoB 
•arth. ia «^>^ctOf «xdting bo pleaaivg a senulion M ymit 
I mtiwl: dweHes. £T«n tiie sight of two ioxan would have 
b«Bn>esR ddqjhtfnl. 

Oh^T hMw could I hare allured, aaj, adored four. de«r 
coQiia, if tbe dbiae Eloiaa henelf hod nwtjaken i^aU jdj; 
I AonghtB 1 Yon throw, my deares^ang^, an irresistiltle 
charm on every thing that'lttrroondi yon. Yonr gown, your 
gloves, fan, work, nay, every thing that was the object of 
my outward senses, anchaatod my very soul, and you your> 
self completed the enchantment. Forbear, forbear, my dear 
Eloiia, uoi deprive me of all sensation, by making my 
•ajoyrieBt too exquisite. My tianspofts Approach so nearly 
tO'. |Are»js, that I begia to be ^>iirehsnsi*B I shall lose my 
■easfM. Let me, atlaast, be aesuiblerof my feUd^ — let roe 
at Itwt hare a [Atonal ideaoftfaoae HQttures, which are more 
•ubUne,- Kudnwrflipfmotnting than my. gloving.imaginatioR 
conldpwBt. : How cw yon tlunk ^orself disgraced ? TiiB 
very thoogbt isA aure.prfwfi that your senses likewise ace 
a&cted. Ob, ftn are :too perfect lor ftall niortali^ !. I 
should bdieve you to be of a more exited, purer species, if 
the violence of my paswon did not clearly evince that we are 
of a kindred frame. No human being conceives your ex. 
cellesnee ; '. you are unknown even to your|eif ; my heart 
alone knows aad.cao estimate its Eloisa. Were you only an 
i4ttl of woiab^, could you have been enraptured witii the 
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£I.OIaA. 1st 

4aU bonnge of admiriiig morUb ? Were jiou only aiLUigQl^ 
how mirch woaid yon loea of jout rcsl Ytiae I 

Teli me, if jma hd, how ■nch ft pastioa u mine is ou 
pable of JDcreuing ! I am ignorMt of the m^aoi, yet as bvt 
Wo Mniible of tbe bet. Yoa are, indeed, «Ter presmt 
with me, jret Aere are times in wUch; yoar boamtf nl )mg« 
is pecuHuIy before me, and hanoti me as it wore with stuji 
amaxing assldaity, that neither time nor place can-deprin 
me of the delightful object. I eyen believe fou left it with 
me in the Dairj.hoQSP, in the conclusion of yonr last letter ; 
for, since you mentioned that rural spot, I hare been cmu. 
tlnnaUy rambling in -flie firi'ds, and am always insensibly led 
towards the place. Erery time I behold it, it appears stilL 
mors enchanting. 

Km ■sid&il moado ti.leggfadn rami. . 
JSt.mt mt 'l vaUo,wm Miverdi/rondi, . 

The world affoidsnot such a channln'g scene, • 

' '- Of gentlj'iraviag tnesaDd.hedg^fairs green,, 

I find the coontry mM« ddi^htfal, .tba rordnre fresbtr and' 
livelier, the air ihore .tevqterate and sereae than erer I di4 
before i eren'ths featheivd s<»^tars irfthe sky seen to lane 
tlieir tender thntUs with more harnany and plaasare ; the 
mnrmttring rills ihnte to loto-iaspiring dalllaaoe, while the 
blosstmi of the Tine regale me ftomabr widi^the choieut 
' perfumes. Some secret .charm enlireaS' OYery;. object, or 
raises my sensations to a more ezqinite dc^rae. I atn 
tempted to imagine that ereo the earth adams herself to nak« 
a nuptial bed for your h^ipy lorer, worthy of the. passion 
which he feels, and <be goddess he adores. O my Eloisa, 
my dearer, better half 1 let us immediataly add to these 
heaotieB of the spring, the presence of tWA UthfuLlaren. 
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I<et «» eury tte BentimeolB H trae plesnira to places y/blcTt 
comparatively afford b«t an emptf- Mea cf it. Sjet as ani. 
iMte all natare, vMcb is absolntely "dead without the genial 
#arttth of lore. Am I yttio sta^ ttreed^, tltree wUble 
dl^') Ob 1 what an age to a.fond expecting lover ! Intosica- 
tadwithny pasilen,.! wait that bappj^KAnietitiritlitlieDDOst 
BieUndiM^ inpUience. Ob ! bow happj- dielald we be, if 
hearen woold aaniUate those tedions intemls wbicfa retard 
the blisafU moiqent i 



LEtTlER XXXli. 

FROM ELOISA. 
Thxkx is not a single emotion of your beart which I do not 
share with the tduUrest concent. But talk no more of plea- 
sure, whilst Others,' whb have deserred much brtter than 
either of us, are snfiiuriitg na4w t)te pressare of Ibe serereat 
affliction. Read Ae ntolosed, andtittK be conpoied if you 
can. I indeed, who am well acquainted with the good girl 
Vbo wrote it, waft dot able to proceed without sheddinf^tears 
of Mritow and cunpMsimi. Th» r^cotteetion It gkre me of 
tny bllibeabte negligbbca tiJncbM my Very loiil ; and, to mf 
I bitter cUbfasion) I pfemln tmt too pliUnly that a fbrget- 
I flilneis of tin principal pbirtln of my duty has extended Itwlf 
to All those of infortor consideration. I had promised this 
poor child to take cdre of her ; I -reeommended her to my 
tnbtbbr, and kept her in some dbgfrefe under my continml in- 
spection ; bat, alas 1 when 1 became un^le to protect my- 
self, I abandoned her too, and exposed her to worse mis. 
fortunes than eren I nynlf have fallen into. I shtidderto 
thiol, that, had I not been roused trdm my carelessness, in 
twodAys time my ward would have been.ruia^d; heroWn 
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indigeiice, ud the aWrw of oOutt, would Inn ruiovd — for 
erer mined, a modut uid dlKraet girl, wko 11W7 Iwreaftev 
poiiibly prore an cxcelknt pareiit;. O my dMr friend 1 cw 
there be sach vil« ereataiM upon eaith, wha would extort 
(tarn tlte depth of miier)' wbit ibe bmrt. aloae ilionld give } 
Tkat injooo-ua sab'tnit to recrivc th« tender emtoacuof 
love froDi the armsof fsmine iilelf ! 

Cui ^B be onmtrred at my FmuBy't filial pi«tf , «t the in. 
tegrity of her statimeBti, aad ttie timplid^ of her InBOcence ? 
But are yon not affected with tte uncommon tendemeu of 
tiie lover, who wlU cell efen himMlf tp ainst Iiii poor mif- 
tress i Woold Dot joa ttoA jrenn^ too bai^y to be tlia 
instrnment of uniting a conpl« so w«U £artted for each other i 
if we, ahu ! (whose ntuatkni to nodi resemUes theiri,) do 
not compaanenate lorers who are wuteA \tj nature, but di. 
"rided by miafortnnes, wheie cdse cm they.Mdc relief with a 
probability of laccets ? For my own part, I liare determioed 
ta make lome amends for my neglect, by contribsting my 
utmost endeaToon to onite these two young people, Uearen 
will, I hope, asaifit the generous und^rtakiog, and my skc- . 
ceBi may prove a good omen to us, I desire, nay, conjnre - 
'^ou, by all that is good and dAir'to yon, to set out for 
Neufchatel the very moment yon receive this, or tojnorrow 
morning at farthest. You wiH then go to M. MerrdUenx, 
and try to obtain the yonog maa's discharge ; spare neither 
money nor entreaties. Take Fanny's letter along with you. 
No breast, that is not absolutely void of all sentiments of 
Jiumauity, con read it without emotion, fn short, what- 
ever money tt may cost, whatever pleasure of your own it 
may defer, be sure not to return vitbont an entire discharge 
for Claudius Anet. If you do, you may be assured I shall 
never enjoy a single moment's satisfaction daring the re- 
mainder of my life. 
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149 BCLOffiA. 

' I am aware timt your heart will be rairing many olgaothnu 
to the proponl I bare made ; bot'can 7biithuik,thati.hava 
Hot foreseen afl those object ioni ?' Yet, notwUlutanduig,'. I 
repeat my reqoe^ ; for virtue trntst dtber be an enqi^ name, 
or it rrqiilres of ns some tnortifyhig MlLdeniali. .'' Onr. ap. 
pointment, myr friead, my dear' dear MinA, thoogli'ioit for 
thepreient, maybe made. ^(aJn and agun, . A fewhonrsaf 
the moif agreeable intercoarse tanlsb like a flash of light- 
ning ; but when the happineas of an boneat covple is in yonr 
power, -think, only (hhik, what yon are prqnriog for here- 
after, if yoD neglect the opporta&ity ; oa the uu,. then, of 
tiie present time depends on eternity ^ contenbaent at re- 
morse. Forgive sach freqaent rqietitionB^ they are-tbe 
oierflowings of my aeaL I have laid more than was .ne- 
cessary to any honest man, and an Imndred times too nnch 
to my dear fiiend. . I wel4 know how yon abominate .that 
cnieltnmof mind' wMchhardeoans to the calamities of others. 
You yourself have, told me, a thonstnd times, that lie is a 
wretcb'indeed who somplee giving up one day of pleasure to 
the dflttes-ofhiltiianity. 



LETTER Xt. 

From Fanny ReonArd to Eloisa. 
HoKouBCD Hadah, 
ToKoiTE this Inlermption, from a poor gtrl iirdespair, 
-who, being ignorant what to do, has taken the liberty of 
addressing herself to your benevolence ; for yon, Hadam, 
are never weary of comforting the afflicted, and 1 am so un. 
fortanate, alas ! that I have tired all but God Almighty and 
you with my oomplunts. I am very sorry I was obliged to 
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GLOISA. 149 

Tttni ibe mistresi yon bad been so kiad to' piit me ftpprenticc 
to ; bvt, an iny Oietber's d^th (which happened this irin- 
ter), I vu obHged to return home to inf poor f«tber, whft 
is confined to hia bed with the paisy, 

I have nerer forgotten rtBb adTice yoa gave mj mother, ta 
try to settle me with xime hoiiett man, who might be of uae 
to the ffttaily. Claud Anet (formerly in your father'i ser- 
vice) is a TCry Bober discreet person, master of a good trade, 
and ku taken a liking to me. Having been already lo much 
indebted to your boanty, I did not dare to apply to yoD for 
Koy further assistance, so that he has been onr only snpport 
■luring the whole winter. He was to have married jne thii 
■pring, and indeed had set his heart^^pon it ; but I bavelMeB 
so teased for Aree ymrs ivnt'dne last Easter, that, not 
knoniMg where to get so much money, the yonng man iMeA 
ctmminta&l. MerreiltesfB comptny, and bfongfatme^all 
the Uoa^y be had received for eoUlitiDg. M, -Merreilleal 
stays at Meiifchat«l abont i week [longer, and Cland Anet 
■B to s«* oat in thi<ee or four days with the rest of the recmits. 
So that w6 have neither time ndr money to marry, and' he is 
^ing to leave me without any helpi If, throogh your in- 
terest, or the BarOif's, fire or -sis -weeks longer might bo 
given ds, we would endeavour in that time rither to get mar- 
ried, or-repay the young man bis-money. ButlunsUrehe 
tail never be previ^led on to take Ae money again. 

I received thu moraiag son>e great offers from a very rich 
g^nttemaa, but tiiank God I have refused- tbem. H« told 
ne he wtAiM flobie-agabi te'-mor'row to ItoOw my mind ! but 
I d«rii<ed himtHrtto gtvehtm'Setf so much trouble, and that 
be knew it dready. By God's assistance he shall have the 
some answer to-morrow. I .might indeed apply to the parish ; 
J>at one is so despised after that, that my migfortunes ave 
better than such a relief, and Claad Anet has too mucb pride 
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H% EIOISA. 

totidnkof me after tliia. For^re the liberty I haye taken j- 
yon axe the only person I cocdd think «^ end I feel mytelf 
^»o distressed that I as wriie no iHore about it, 
I un, 
Uononred Madam,. 
Your hamble serrant to command, 

Famkt Rbskarb. 



LETTER XLI. 

ANSWER. 

I BATE been wanting in point of memory, and yon, 
Fanny, have been defieient in yonr confidenee in me ; In 
short, we have both of ns bem to blame, bat I am th« most 
inexcnseable. . However, I sh&ll now endeavoar to repair 
the injury whioh my neglect may have occasioned. Bab, 
the bearer of this, has ordws to Eailsfy yonr more immedi^e 
wants, and wiU be with yon again to.inom>w, for fear the 
gentleman should retam. My cousin and I propose calling 
on yoti iu the erening ; fqr I .know yon cannot leave your 
poor father alone ; and indeed I shall be glad of this oppor- 
ttinity to inspect your economy a little. 

You need not be uneasy pn Claud Auet's account : my 
father is from home ; but we shall do all we can towards his 
immediate release. Be assured that I wiU never forget youj 
nor your generous lover- Adieu, my dear ; and may God 
ever bless you ! I think you much in the right for not havbg 
recourse to public charity. Such steps as those are never to 
be taken, while the hearts and purses of benevolent in<U- 
vidHals are open and accessible. 
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BETTER XUL 

TO ELOISA. ' 

I HATK receired yoar tetter, and sball set oat this instant. 
TUi b all the aniwer I shall make. EMia 1 hov could 
joo cniellf Bnppase me possessed of snch & sslfiih, unfeeling 
heart ? Bnt 70a command, and shall be obeyed. I wonld 
rather die ft thousand timet than forfeit j:our esteem. 



LEtTER XLUh 
TO £^I8A. 
I ASKif En at Neiifchatel yesterday morning ; and on en. 
f^ry was told that H. MerTeillenx was jnat gone into the 
country. I followed him immediately ; but as he was out a- 
hunting all day,' I was obliged to wait till the ereniog, be. 
fore I could speak with Mm. I told turn the cause of my 
jonmey, and desired he would set a price on Claud Anet's 
discharge ; to which he raised a number of objections. I 
then condnded tlwt the most eSectnd method of answering 
them would be to increase my offers, which I ^'In pro- 
portion as hit difficulties nialti[died. But, finding, after some 
time, that I was not likely to succeed, I took my leave, 
haTing previously desired tile liberty to wait on him the next 
morning ; determined in my own mind not to stir out of the 
house a second time till J had obtained my request by dint of 
hrger oSen, frequent importunity, or, in short, by whatever 
means I could think most effectual. I rose eariy next morn, 
ing to put this resolution in practice, and was jast going to 
mount my horse, when I received a note from M. Uer- 
Tdlleux with the young man's dischai^e, in due form and 
order. The contents of the note were these ; 
Vol. I. H 
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us ELOISA. 

'" INCLOSED^ Sir, Is the discharge yon reqnegt I de. 
" nled it to your pecuniary offers, but have granted it in 
" consideration of your charitable dcNgn, and desire yob 
" would not think that I am to be bribed into a good 
"action." 

You will easily concrire by your own satisfaction, what joy - 
I must hare felt. Bnt, why is it not as complete as it ought to ' 
be ? I cannot possibly avoid going to thank, and indeed to 
reimburse M. Merreillenx : aad if this Tuit, necessary as it 
is, should retard my return a whole day, as I am appie- - 
hensive it will,- is be not generous at my ezpence ? Bat, n* 
matter: I have done my duty to Eloisa, and an^afisfied. 
Ob, what a happiness it is thus to reconcile benerolence to 
loTe ! to unite in the same action the charms ,of consdous 
virtue with the soft sensations of the tenderast affection.' 1 
owa freely, Elois^ that I began my journey full of sorrow 
and impatience : I eVen dared^o xeproachjou with feeling' 
too much the calamities of crthm, while ymi remain*^ lu. 
sensible to my sufTeringS, as if I alone, of all created beings, 
tad been unworthy your compassion. I thought it quite 
barbarous in yoa, after having disappointed ifae of my 
sweetest 'hopes, thus unnecessarily, and wantonly, as it were, 
to deprive me of a h^piness which you had roluntarily pro.' 
mised. As these secret repiningS are. not^ happily changed 
Into a fund of contentment and solid satis^ti on, to which I 
have hitherto lived a stranger, I have already enjeyed the 
rccompence you bade me expect ; you spoke from experience. 
Oh, what an amazing hind of empire is yours, wTiich can 
convert even disappointment into pleasure, and cause the 
same satisfaction in obeying you, as could result from the' 
greatest self.gratification ! niy dearest, iiadest Eloisa!' 
you are indeed an angel ; if any thing could be waiting tp' 
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CAufirm t&e inith of tbia, jowi afabosndecl empirs orer my 
■ObI woaldbeassfi&rietiteoitfimuttMn. Doubtteu it partakef 
•rack more of t)i6 Difine ii«tare> tliui of tba hnmui ; iuMl 
who cfta resEit the power of HeftTes ? And ta wkat pnrpow 
■lH>iild t cene to lore joo^ liscA you tnnat erer reuam tbe 
qbiect of iqr tdsntioa J 

P. 5. AcGordtng to my aknlation, we shall hxn fire or 
rixdayi to onrsehei before f oar mother retunis. Will it be 
Inpoisible for yon, during tUa interral^ to undertake | pU- 
jiimage to the Daiiy-hoiiM J 



LETTER XLIV. 
FBOH EIAISA. 
RmirE not, my dear friend, at OAn unexpected return.' 
It iS' real^ moie odrantageoui to ns than yon can ' poMibly- 
Ima^ne ; uid, indeed, rappocing snr confriranoes' could 
hare effected what our tt^paA to appearance has induced n; 
to give Dp, we flhonld hai« sacceeded bo better. Judge w!iai| 
would hare been the oonseqo«ioe, had' we foUewed oar in- 
cBnatiDiia. I should hare goqe into tbecoaotry but ihe rery- 
erening before my motber'a retom, ahbnld have been sent 
tot thence, before I could have posfibly given yon any notice, 
awl mnat emiseqnen^y hare kft yon in the most dreadfnt^ 
udefy ; we ehould hare parted just on tlie ere of oar ima- 
ginary bliss, and the disappointment would baire been cruel^ 
aggrarated by-titenear approach of our fdici^. Bemdes, 
V^mtbstanding tlie ntmost precautions we could bare taken 
it' vrouldAave been known tbat we were both intbecoantry; 
perhaps, too, tiiey might have heard that we were together ;; 
it wMld bare beenanspected at ieoBt, and that were oiongb, 
H2 
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An imprndent aridi^ of the present moment would have de^- 
piived ns of every fntnie reaonrce, tad tbe remorse for haTing 
Beglefted snoh u act of bmeviJence wovld hare embittered 
T of oar lives. 
^, tken, I be«e«ch jroti, our p reseat -eitttKfios wHh 
that I Iiare been dewiibing. First, jonr abMnoe bas been 
productive of Beveral good effects. My Argns Till not &il 
in tell my mother, that yon hare been but seldom' at my 
coniin's. She is acquainted with the motives of your jonr- 
ney ; tUs may probably prove a meiws of raising yon in her 
esteem ; and hoir, think you, can they conceive it possible 
that two young people who have an affection for each other, 
should agree to separate at tbe very time they are left most 
at liberty ? What an artifice have we employed to destroy 
suspicions which are but too well founded ! The only stra^ 
tagem, in my ofunion, eongisteHt with honour, is the carrying 
our difcretiDO to such an incredible height, tiwt wlmt is in 
reality the utmost ofibrt of srlf-deaial, may be m'ntahen for 
a UAfin of ipdiSerence. How d^igfatfnl, my deae friend, 
milist apasfiioa tbaiconceaUdbetothoaewbeeajoy it 1 Add 
to tliis the pleasing coasciouaeu of having united two de. 
sparing lovers, and oonti^ted to tbe happiness of so de- 
serving a coiple^ You have seen my Fanny.; tdl me, b 
not she a chvtMng girl i Does she not really deserve every 
tjiim yon bave dosfe for ber i Is not she too beaotiful and 
too wlbrtHnate to remain long nnmsrried, witboat same- 
disuter i Anddo.you think that Qlaud Anet, whose nataral 
good dispodtioa bas miracnlonsly preserved Um during tbree 
years service, coald have resolal ion to continue tliree years 
ntore without beevmkig aa perfidious and as wretched as alt 
these 4^ tbat profes^n ? In|tead of tbtd, they love, and 
will be united ; they are poor, and wiH te relieved ;. Hxy 
are Iioneat, aild will be enabled to continue so : for my 
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bfter haa promiMd them a coiapitont provUon. Vfhtt a 
nnmber »f sdvuitagei then hu your kiadneu proouted to 
them, and to ourselTei j not to mentiaii the iddJtientl ob> 
ligtitioiu -yoxi haye conferred on nw I Snch^ uj friend, are 
the certain eSecb of sacrtfices to Tirtue ; which, thoush they 
qn difficult to perfoTD, are alvays gratafnl in renenAraBCe. 
N« one ever repented of Itarii^ performed a good actioii. 

I iHppHe you-wUl My, vith my coiutaift eotutitf that 
all this is mete preueJung / and hidmd it is but too tme, 
that I no more loactise what. I preach than thoM wh»vr« 
l^vachen by profestioa. Haw«T«r, if my disoaiaves ar« not 
so elf^ant, I have the sadafaction to find that they are not lo 
entirely tlirown away as tfaein: I do not deny it, tof dear [ 
fciep^ tliat I woald wilUnglyadd as many Tirtqes to yoor I 
cfaKiacter, as a fatal indiilgenoe to tove has taken KWay from ' 
Biine ; and Eloiia' liersetf haring forfeited' my r^ard, I 
wonld gladly este«u her In you. Perfect affection is all 
that is required on your part, and the consequence will flow 
easy and naturaL With what pleasure ought yon to- reflect, 
tlut you are condnually increaung those obligations, which 
lore itself engages to pay 1 

My cousin has been made priry to the conversation you 
had with her father, about Mr. Orbe, and seems to think 
herself as much indebted to yon, as if we had never been 
obliged to her in our lives. Gracious heaven, how every 
particular iucid^t contributes to my hi^piness 1 How dearly 
am . I beloved, and how am I charmed with their afiection t 
Father, mother, friend, and lover, all conspire in their ten- 
der concern for my h^piness, and, notwithstanding n^ 
eagerendeavours to.reqnite them, I am dways either pre- 
vented or outdone. It should seem, as if all. the teodereat 
feelings in nature verged tow&rds mj heart, whilst I, alas 1 
have but one sensation to enjoy them. 
H S 
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I fo^t to nMotion K tIbK f<m an ta- receln bModmnr 
monilBg. 'Tb from Lewd B——^,Ut(dy come frtHK Oeimi, 
wlwM h^ ku residM] about eight tn«iith> : he told mc bo fanl 
te«a jca *t Slan, in Us relnrn from Jtely. H« found ymi 
fuj mdaacholy, bnt speakB of 7011 Id general in flu muiBer 
50B ytmteU wovid wtih^ and in which I bare long thov^it. 
He G^nmended 700 m a-prepoa to 017 fiidiet yeaterdayt Ant 
b* hn prtjn^ced nM altnuij very mwA in fall tnoni : and 
indeed kii oonrersation fa B^miVtof Vhtty, nad spirited. In 
Kciting henric actlMi^ ke rafaei Us Toice, ind hl< ^Tet 
■puUe, U Bcn uni^7 do wlware capable of performing 
a« deedi tli«7 rdate. HoBpcnkaals^ emphatically in n^ter* 
•rtute, «>peciaU7ofae-Iti^anmiiddE, which he extolato 
theTSty tUes. H» often refldaded me-of m7poor Ixotiier. 
Bnt Wb Lordship seemi not t« have laciUced morch to Ae 
Gnoe^ y Mf diseovrte in general b rather nenona thfcn ^e. 
gant, ' and e«ea hia and^rtanding genaa to want & titOe 



LETTER XLV. 
TO ELOISA. 

I wni readBiq; yonrbst fetter, the second thne only, when 
LordB— ^— came in. Bo^ ail haVe 10 many other things 
to say; how can I think sf his Lordship i When two people 
are entirely d«4ighted and satisfied with cadi oUter, what 
need is thereof nthird person f Howerer, since yon seem 
to desire it, I wiH ten yon what I know of Urn. Haring 
-jMised the Shmphin, be came to Sion, to watt for acludse 
which was to cme from Genera to Brigne ; and as want of 
employment oftea makes men seek society, we soon became 
acquainted, and as intimate as die reserve irf an EngtishniMi, 
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iMd'my Aatnral lore of retiruDeiit, wotild permit. Yet we 
'ko»n ^rceive^, tliatwe were adapted to eich 6 An; tBere 
uaAertainnnionof Boab which is eai^ discernible. At the 
end of eight days, we were full aa femHiar a* wo erer were 
'afterwards^ and as two Frenchmen wonld Iiare becB in the 
'Mme tiQiftber of boors. He eatert^ed me with an account 
of bis traTels ; Mid knowing lie was an Engliriinniit, rimme. 
' Aaiely conclbded BW would have talked of noHiing bttt jAcm 
tores or buildings/ Batlitas soon pleated to &nd, that 
'tifs attention to th^ politer arts had not inade Kim n^lect the 
'Mn^ of men and manners ; yetwBateVer be said on tho^ 
''ta!ijects of Tefinemmt was judicions, and iA taste, bntwMh 
'Inbdesty and diffidence. As' far as I could iwrcdte, his 
' ofteions seem«cl rather founded On reflection than sdieD'ce, - 
'and tbat be judged from efiects, ratfaer tinn rules; whldi 
confinned me in my Hca of bir excellent nnderstandhig. ' He 
' spoke to me ^f ftte ' Itftlim mbsick with as much enthndito 
' as be did to you, and 'indeed jpje me a specimen Of it ; Ms 
' T^et plays extremely welf on the Tiotin, and be bbnself tole- 
' rably on the Violoncelio: He picked bnt What he called some 
very a^ctTng pieces, but whether it was by beiog unused to 
'It, or that mnrick, whicb is so soothing in melancholy, loses 
' all' its soft charms whett our grief is extreme, I mast own I 
was Dot much delighted ; die melody was agreeable, bnt 
' wlldj and without tiie least expression. 

Ejord B — -■■ was rery anxious to luow my- utuation. I 
accordingly told him «s much as was necosaryfor hiin to 
Icnow. He made an offer of taking me with'lilai into Errand, 
and proposed sereral adrantages, whicb were no inducements 
to me in a country where Eloisa was not. He hud formerly 
told me that be intended to pass the winter at Genera, the 
summer at Lausanne, and that be would come to Venu be. 
fore he returned into Italy, 

H 4 
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XiOid B - u •t alirely, hartf tnnper, but nrtnons aai 
■teidf. He piqaeqJhiauelfonbeii^aiJiUwopliei, udiipoB 
thote prioc^plea wUch we h^re fteqveatly diiciuBied. .But J 
taUj bdiiev£ his own dupoiitioiLleads Jiim natundly to th^t 
which be inures the effect of uMthod and stndj, and that 
the Tarwh of ttwdsm with ^which he ^oties OTcr.vU Jut 
wtioaa, only coveia the iacUiutioiii of his heart 

I do not knoir what want of poDuh yoa hare fimnd in Ua 
manner.; It^ia really not very engagiiig, and yet J cannAt 
W^ thereisany thii^disjiutiiigiait. Tiumgh ,bi> addreu k 
net «o.eB^ And open a> hiidi^^tion, and heseMos.tode* 
q|MM Qke trifling punctilios of ceremony, yet bin behaviow i]i 
the main Is rery agreeable : thoogh he bat not tlmt reiertred 
and cantiaas politeness, whifJi confines itself alone to mei;e 
outward form, and which onr yoang officer* learA In Franco, 
y«t he is leu solicitous about distingaiihing men and tlieir 
r^>ectiFe situations at first sight, <h^ be it asstdaonj) in 
IfLyiag^ proper degree of, zespeot to erery one in geoetaJ. 
Eftwil I teU yon th« plain truA I Want of elegance is a failing 
which women never OTerlodi, and, I /ear tlifit, in this in* 
■(■joce, Eloisa haa been & woman for onc« in her life. 

Since I am now npon afystem of jdain-dealing, gire me 
leave to aunre yon, my prel^ preacher, that it is to no pnr- 
poBe that yon endearonr to invalidate my protenslons, and 
that sermons are but poor food for a famished ioTcr. Tbinh, 
think of all the compenutiouv you have promised) and which _ 
indeed are my dne ; hnt tliongh every thing yon have b^ is 
exceedingly just and true, one visit to the Dsiry-haqse would 
have been a thousand times more agreeable. 
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FROM ELOISA. 

What, my friend, still ^e Dairy-boase? Stinljr Ols 
Daiiy-iioiue sits heiivj on your heart Well, coat wliaf it 
will, I find you must be hunionred. But, is it pos^ble yo« 
can be bo attached to a place you nerer taw, that no other 
will satisfy yon? Do you think that Lore, who raised Arai^ 
da's palace in the midst of a desert, caHiiot give ns a Daliy-- 
hotue in the town ? Fanny is going to be married, and my 
&ther, who has no objection to a little parade-and mirths ia 
resohred it shall be a pnblic wedding. Yon may be Are there 
will, be no want of noise aod tomnlt,, which may not prove 
unfavonnUile to« private coaTenation. Yon nnderttand me,- 
Do not yon tiiink it will be cbarmiiig to find the pleaiuei we ' 
Mt^ denied oarselTes in the effect of xmr benerolence i 

Your zeal to apologize for Lord B— was uaaeceHJUy,' 
as 1 was never inclined to thiok ill of him. Indeed, how 
should I judge of a man, with whom I spent -eoly one kfter^ 
Boon } or how can you have been sufficiently acquainted with 
Un in the space of a few days ? I spidie only from coujec^ 
tuie ; nor do I sv^^se that you can argue on any bettec 
foundation ; bis propfnals to you are of that vague ' kind of 
which stnugers are frequently lavieh, ttom their being eajUy 
eluded, and because they give titem an air of consequeucet 
Bat your character of his Lordship is another proof of ouv 
na^ral virad^, and of 4hat eaae with which you are piejo* 
diced for or against people at first sight. Nevertheless, w< 
will think of bii prc^sala more at leisnre. If love shonld 
ftvour my prtiject, perhaps something better may efffr. O,' 
my dear friend, patience is exceeding bitter ; but its fniits 
nr^moit del%htfn))y sweet. 

H S 
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To retom to onr Engliibman : I told yon, be appeared 
to h^Te ■ truly great aad intre^ mmiI ; but that lie wai r^ 
ther Huible than agrenble. You teem almost of tbe some 
opinion, and tli«i, with that air of maicnline Buperiority, 
alwaya Tiiible In onr humble admirers, yon repionch me with 
being a woman once in my lire ; as if a womui onght nerer 
to Erelie her lex. 

. Have yon forgot oar dispute, when we were reading your 
Republic of Pltttfff ■ abont the monl diatinction between the 
seyea 1 I hare itil) the lame difGcolty to suppose tiiera con 
be bat tone eommcHi model of perfection for two beings to es- 
MndnUy-dSerent, Attack ftnd defence, the otiurance of the 
■MO, ood nodiNty of the women, are by no meani efiects of 
the sme cauM, as the philosopliMS hare imagined ; bat ok: 
total ioatitotlMii which may be easily accounted Ibr, and 
from wUch nay be deduced eveiy other -moral £>tiacdon. 
fiesides, the dedgns of-natare being difl^reut in each, dieir 
falCtinatioH, Otait perceptions ought neceasarlly to be directed 
according to their different Tiews : to-tilL the ground, and to 
nourish d^dreo, leqnire very opposite taste and eonsti- 
' tntionB. A higher statore, stroi^r Toice and featnrei, seem 
indeed to be no Indiqtensable marks of disdnctioR j bat Ola 
ktemal difference eridently in&ates the inteMioB of -tte 
Creator in AeinodlfiGation of the mind. The sofclof a per- 
fect woman and a perfect man ought to be no more alike than 
their faces. All oar nin imitations of your sei are absurd ; 
tbey expoM nt to theriiUcule ^-sensible men, aitd dticoiintge 
^e tender pnsioHs we were made to ibspire.- . Is short, un. 
led we- are near sin feet bigb, hate a bass Toice, wtd a, 
beard upon onr chins, we hare no business to pretend to 
be men. 

What novices are yon lovers- in Ae art of reproaching 1 
Yon accuse me of a fault which I have sot commitled, er of 
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wKA) liow«ver, ycia iret u'freqaentl/ gf^tf u- Aytelf ; 
umI yon ftttritote it to « defect (>f whiA I am proud. But, 
in retarn for your plain de^ng, mffer em tfrgive yau mf 
pUio and siDCera opinion of yoai lincerity. Why, then, it 
^>pean to be a refinement of flattery, calculated, nnder Qie 
diignise of an apparent fieedom.ef czpreui<Hi, tojnttifyto 
yourself the enthnsiastic praisei, which, npon erery occa- 
aipn, yon are ao literally piessed to bestow on me. Yon are 
ta bliBded by my imagiiHry pcriectioni,' that yon can dik 
covw BO vert ones to escme yonr prapoMetrioa in my Ikronr. . 
' BdieM me, my- friend^ you arft sotqBalificd.ta tell me 
pylanlts. Do yontl^nkrtkaeyet of lore, pierciaKMtlwy 
are, can difcorer i^icrfectiMis ^ No, it ii « paVer which 
balooffi onlytft lianett fneadatdp^ and In that yonr popil 
Glara is mch y<»r snperior. ¥e<, my Ana firlend, yon 
•ball pnUae me^- admire; me, aad tlnnk me cbarttin^ and 
beMitifttl,' aad qtotlew. Yonr piaisea jdeaie vitlwnt de- 
mringne; I know it to 1>* the langmige of error, and- not 
4rf dectit ;- Aat you deceire yoirndf, bnt haVe ao-detign to 
deceireme. 01^ howdeligUfal an Oe ill(tdoo> of lore 1 
and nNly BU,i(« Aattny is trath ; for- the heart ipeak*, 
thoi^h the' judgment k nildlit. . The iover vim p*^w in na 
that'Wbieh we do not poneti,- re^newnU o«r qiaiitie& traly 
M^ tkey^ipear to him; be speaks a fldsi^ wi(hoi)t being 
gjiUy of a- He ; be is. flatterer without meanoen, and one 
day esteem wiHiOatbelieTing-bim, ' . 
. ( jufo hMid^' not without some Uttio palpibUson, a pro- 
pi>iai:ta Invite two philosophers to-morrow to mpffbr. One 
ismy Lord B-^— , and Aeothcv-aeertainaage, wbosegra- 
Tlty bntb lomettmei been a litUe diacoinposed at the feet of a 
yomtg disciple. Do you know: the:man ? If yoo do, pray, 
desire that he will to-vorroiv prfnerre the philes^thic de. 
H fl 
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•ofOB ft little better this vnul. I AM take ore to Mder 
the Toopg d«H«l t9 cut her eyea doimwud, and to «pp«K 
Ib 'hi* u ttUleeafi^g «■ powiUe. 



LETTER XLVII. 
TO EIjOI&A. 

Hauciobb girl I Ii lUi the dt«B«^>ection yon 
Is h Om jNn qitre. my' heart, ud draw ■ tidl ore* yoHr 
chftn»? How often did yon break your- eagagnamtai 
tint) «l to yevr dreu ; for yo« were in'fta vKdreii, Aod^ 
yon well know thait yoa are never more bevltdiag. Se- 
condly, tint modest air and iweetnesa in yMr minner, lo 
calcaUted for the ^«diihl dls|Ay of bH your graMi. Year 
converHtiim more r^ned, more ttmdied, iiore witty than 
Mtaal, wUcb nude erery me B0 ancoiAmdnly attentive, that 
ttey teemed impatiently to antidpata erery sentence yon 
Bpaike. 9btt d^btfol air you nog bdow yaor anal pitchy 
which rmdfrad yoor Tolce more enchaatlagly soft, ttadwych 
made yoar Mng^ though Fren<A, pkue eren L^ >^ -■> 
YoBr downcait eyei, aad yoor fimid glaacei, whldi'plercad 
me to the toot ; in a word, that inexpreMilde wchantauBf 
which seemed spread orer yoar whole person, to tain the 
brains of the company, eren wifltoMt the least appatent de- 
sign. For my paK, I know noi how to IwhETe ; bat, if 
thti in the meObd yoa take tif be as little engaging *i per- 
tibUj I assare yon, however, it is bring infinitely too maA 
so fgrpeople.to retain their senserla yoar-cmnpany. 

I doubt mach whether the poor E^Ush idrffaMOj^r has 
Bot perceived a little of the same iafinence. After we bad, 
condvcted yisat coosin hMie, sedag as all In hlgli tgiritt, i» 
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proposed thiit w« should retire to U« lodgiiigi, snd Ime • 
Uttle miuiok, and a bowl'of panch. While hil senftntswera 
usamblingj he neTer ceued talkiBg of. ;ou ; bat with 9q 
much wBrmtfa, that, I confess I should not hear his praias 
from your lips with as much j^Hunre ks yon did from mine. 
Upon tlie vhole, I a^ not fond of hearing any body ipeak 
of yon, exc^ yoor codsid, £very word seeiUs to deprive 
me of a part of my secret) or my pleasurej and vhaterec 
they my ^ipears so suspicipuSf or is so in&oitely shorty at 
ifhat I feelf thqt J wpuld hear no.ditcourse upon die sulyect 
bnt my own. 

It is ngt that, like you, I am at ftll inclined to jealoH^, ^ 
no, I. am better acquainted with the soul of my Eloisa j and 
I have certain sureties fhat eSclude. even the jSoaeibility of 
ypnr inconstancy. Aft^r your protestations, I have nothing 
noie to aay concerning your other prete^derg : bnt thla 
L^tif Eloiaa ; —— e quality of rank — your fiither's prepos> 

session. la short, you know my life is depending. For 

Heavea's sake, deign to give me a tine or two upoa this lubin 
ject — one single word from Eloi&a, and I shall be satisfied 

1 passed the night iu attending to, and playing Italian 
musick ; for there were some duets, and I was forced to 
take a part. I dare net y^ tel| yon what effect it had on me ; 
bat, I fear^ I fear, the impreuioQ ot Jut night's supper in. 
floe^f^ed the harmony, and that I mistook the effect of your 
eachaatment fo^ the power qf musick. Why should not the 
latnp oanse which made ii disagreeable at Sion^ give it a con- 
trary -effect, in a contrary. situation ! Are not you the source 
•f every affection of my sonl, and am 1 proof agunst the 
power of your nMgic i If, it had really been the musick 
vhlch prodnced the enchantment, every one present must 
bave Iteen affected in the same manner ; but whilst I was all 
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Taptore and ecgtaiy, Mr. <!>rbe nt snoring in an ann^Wr, 
ud, when 1 awoke him witli my ezclamationi, all the praise 
he bestowed wa>, to ask whether yonr consin understood 

All this will be better explained to-morrow ; for we are 
to bave another concert this erening. His Lordship is deter* 
miaed to hare it complete, ttnd has sent to Lausanne for a 
second Ttolin, who, he says, is a tolerable hand. On' my 
part, I shall cany some French teettet and cantatas. 

When I first returned to my room, I snnk into n^ chair, 
quite exhaatted and orercome ; for want of practice I am 
but a poor rake : but I no soonor took my pen to write to 
yon, than I found myself gradually recorer. Yet I must 
endeaTour to sleep a few honn. Come with me, my sweet 
Mend, anddoQOt leave me whilst r slumber; but, whether 
thy image briiigs me pain or pleasure, whether, it reminds 
ffle or not of Fanny's wedding, it cannot depriye me of 
that deltghtfiil moment when I diall awake and recoHect my 
felicity. 



LETTER XLVIII* 
TO ELOIS.A. 

Ah, my Eloiaa, how hare I been entertained t What'meR. 
ing sounds !' What musick 1 O delightful' source of sensi- 
bility and pleasure 1 Lose not a moment ; collect yotir 
operas, your cantatas. In a word, all your French musick ! 
then make a rery hot flre^ and cast the wretched stuff into 
the flames : be sure you stir it well, that, cold as it Ea, It may^ 
once at least send forth a little warmth. Hake this sacrifice 
to the god of taste, to expiate onr mutual crime, in hariug 
profaned yoar voice with such doleful psalmody, mud so long 
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■ilstaken a noise <^t stnniied our ears for the pathefic Istr- 
gnage of the heart. How entirely your worthy brother wa» 
iu the right ! tod iti what unaccountable ignorance have I 
lired, concerning the productions of that cliarming art ! It 
gave me but little pleasure, and therefore I thonght it natu- 
rally impotent. Musick, I said, is a Tain sonnd, that only 
Batters the ear, and makes little or no impresiion apon tha 
mind.^ The efifect of harmonic sounds is entirely mechHmcal 
or physical ; and what hare these to do with sentiment ? 
Why should I expect to be raored with mnncal chords more 
than- with a proper agreement of colonrs i But I nerer per- 
ceiTed, in the accents of melody appHed to those of langnage, 
the secret bnt powerful 'unison between mnsick and the pasJ 
rioni. I had no Idea that the same sensations which modulate 
the voice of an orator, give the singer a still gnater power 
orer bur hearts, and (hat the energetic expression of his own 
feelings is the sympathetic cause of ^1 our emotion. . 

This lesson I was taught by his Lordship's Italian ^ger, 
who, for a musician, ttdks pretty sensibly of hb own ut. 
(t Harmony (Bays he) is notlring more than a rvmote access 
•ory in imitative mn^k ; for, properly speaking, there- It 
not in harmony the least principle of imitation. Indeed, it 
regulates the tones, confirms the propriety, and renders the 
modulation more dbtinct ; It adds force to &e expression, 
and grace to the air. But from melody atone proceeds &Mt 
invincible power of pathetic accents over the soul. Iiet 
there be performed the most judicious succession of chords, 
without the addition of melody, and you would be tired in 
less than a quarter of an hour, whilst, on the contrary, a 
^ngle voice, without the assistance of harmony, i^l con^ 
tinue to please a considerable time. An air, be It ever so 
simple, if there be any thing of the true pathos in the com. 
position, becomes immediately interesting ; bnt, on the con> 
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taryy melody vitbimt expression wilt bare do effect; and 
bftnnonj alvne can nerer touch the besrt. 

'* In thig (coatinued he) consists the error of tbe French 
vidi regard to the power of inusick. As they con have no 
pecnUar melodj' in a language rwd of musical accent, nor in 
th^ uniform and nnnatiiral poetry, they hare no idea of 
any other effect than that ofharmony and a load Toice, which, 
instead of softening the toaes, renders them more ioto^rably 
noisy : nay, they ore even so unfortunate in their preten, 
(ionia that they suffer the very harmony they expect to escape 
them J for, in order to render it more complete, they sa. 
crifice all choice, they no longer distiDgnish the powers and 
effects of particular tones, their compositions are orer, 
ckarged, they hare spoiled their ears, and are become insen. 
■ib^ io every thing but noise : so that, in their opinion, the 
finest Toice is that which roars the loudest, Haring no ori.^ 
ginal style or taste of their oven, they have always followed 
us heavily and at a great distance, and since their, or rather 
OUT, Lnlli,' who imitated the operas which were then com> 
l]K>n in Italy, we bare beheld them, thirty or forty years 
bfUad us, copying, mutilating, and spoiling onr ^cient 
Competitions, just as other nations do by their fashioos. 
Whenever Uiey boast of their chansottif they pronounce their 
own condemnation ; for if they could express the passlonsj 
th^ would not set wit to musick : but because theii: musicl^ 
it entirely incapable of any expression, it is better adapted 
to thansom than operas, and ours is more £t for the latter, 
because it is extremely pathetic." 

He. then repeated a few Italian . scenes without singiiig^ 
made me sensible of the harmony between the musick. and 
the words in the recitative, between the sentiment and tha 
iputick in the urs, and in general the energy which wa^ 
ad4ed to the expression by the exact measure, and the proper, 
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rJioice of chorda. In Bhort, after jobaing to my knowledge 
of tlie JtalUo the moat perfect idea In my power of the on^ 
torical uid pBtbedc emplimiii, nameJjr, tl)e ut of ipeafewg to 
the ear and to the heart ia an articDiate langna^ej 1 sat dowii) 
Bodgaie mj whole attentioa to this enchantiiig muuclt^ an^ 
by the enotioiis I felt, mod perceived that there h a power 
in the heart Ininitely beyond whal I imagined. It ii im- 
potiible to describe . the Toluptuooa Hniation which. impel- 
ceptibi/ stole apon me. It was not an nameanJug mcauao» 
of agondij as in onr musical recitals. Every phnue iof. 
pressed my hrain with some new image, or conveyed a fieib 
Miuation to my heart. The jdeasure did not stop at the ear ; 
it penetrated my sou^ The perfornuuice, withont any ex- 
fnardinary eSbrt, seemed to flow with duumiag &ciUty^; 
•ad the peifomea iqtpeared to be all animated by one aon). 
The siager, who waa.qiute master of bis roice^ expressed, 
witii«as^ all that the miulck and the words r^qinjred. Upon 
tbewhttle^ I. was, extremely ha{^y to find.myaeUveliei^ 
fropi those heavy ^^deiaces, those terrible «fiarts of the voice, 
that continnal oombat betiyeen the aii and the raeaBsie, wUqb 
ia our B^sick to seldom agree, and which is ftot less bfigfling 
fa) the Audience than the musician. 

- But when, alter |i .snccesslon of, agreeable ain, ^sy 
■truck Into tfaoee gnad ^oes of expiesuon, which, ai they 
pain^ excite the more violent passions, I evie^. ip«i]ieiit lost 
theideatrfnauck, song, imitation, and imagined I heard the 
real voice o£ grief, rage, despair. Sfimetimee me-Chougbt,! 
■aw a weeing discouBolate mother, a lover betrayed^ a 
farioits tyrant, and the sympttby was frequently so powerful 
that I could hardly keep my seat. I was thns afiected, h^ 
cause I aow fuUy conceived the ideas, of the coni|N»er, aod 
tjierelore his judiciavs combinatioa of sounds acted i^pon n^ 
with all its force. No, Eloisa, it Is impossible to feel tboM 
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'{mpreMloni by balveS ; they &re«neaslTe'ornat'at'a]F- OHfe 
li rith«r entirely iDBeosible, or raised to ta immoderati cit. 
'^e€ of eathuBUjin ; either it la ta unintelligible aobe, or aia 
impetuoBity of sensation that hurries you along, and whlcli 
the soul cannot possibly resist. 

Vet I had one canse of regret thoughout the whole : it 
'yii9, Qat any other than my Elirisa shonld fbrni loutids thrt 
"vere capable of piiag me [Measure, and tb heir the most 
tender eJipresrioas of lore from the roootft of a imttbed etr- 
mch. O, toj lovely Cloisa ! can there be any kind of Mil. 
* libQliy tbat belongs not to us I Who Is tiiere that can fed 
and exprecB better than we, all that can posftibly be 9%. 
pressed or felt by a soul melting into love and tendemesi? 
'Where are those who in softer and more pathetic accents 
conld prooonnce Qte Cor mi'o, the Idolb amato P All 1 ' what 
energy wonld our hearts add to the expretrion, if together 
tre should ever sing one of those cha'mJng diietrirtuch draw 
such deltcioiM tears from one's eyes t I cbigiire yon fo ttsfe 
this Italian mnsick as lOon as possible, ehher at home- or 
wid yoar coosin. Lord B — - trill order his people to at. 
'tend when and where yow shall think proper. With yonr 
exquisite sensifaili^, and more knowledge than I hare of the 
Jlidi^ declamation, one slngK essay will raise yon ^o a de. 
^ree of enthusiasm at least equal' to mine. Xiet roe alto per. 
'uade yon to t&ke a few lessons of this Tirtuoso '. I hare 
begun irith him this morning. Hb manner of inatmction is 
'simple, clear, and consists more in example than precept. 
I already perceive that the principal requisite is to feel and 
mark the /jme, to obserr« the proper emphasb, and in- 
' stead of swelling erery note, to suitain an equality of tone ; 
in short, to refine Ae voice from all that French bellowing, 
that k may become more joit, expressive, and flexiUe. 
Tonrs, irtiicbis natanrily so soft ud- sweet, will be easily 
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nllann«d, and your MoribWy wfil fooa iHtnict j^a b Oat 
•rWwity lad eiprearion, which I* th« wul of IttUaa milck. 

E 'i emtar cht neW mimo li teute. 
Hie KHig: that's to the soul SO sweat 

Lean Am, for ever leaTe, tiut tedfauu and UamtsHB 
Tr«tcli sing-^tng, whiiA bean mora reKvUanc* to the cria 
«f the chcriic thati the tMniporti of the paidoM ; and learn to 
bieaAe those dirine Mandi iaqtind hy lenMtioa, which 
•nlj are worthy of your tmcs, worthy of joor heart, and 
*Aich aenr ftil t* charas tod fire tbe loaL. 



LETTER XLIX. 
FOQU EUnSA. ' 

Ton kAow, Bty dear fHend, that I write to yon by itealtS, 
and In contiDiial appreheniton of a larpriie. Therefore, as 
It Is impouibTe for me to vrite bmg letters, I must confine 
myself to those parts of yonn which more especiiUy reqnirs 
Uuw«rfaig, 'or to sapply what was left nniaid In oar conrer- 
utlons, Drhi^, alas ! are no less dandestiae than onr Enter- 
change of letters ; at least, I riudl observe this method to. 
day ; your mendoning Lord B— — will make me neglect 
tbe rest. ' 

And so yon are afraid to lose me, yet yon talk to me df 
ringing ! surety, this was nfficient cause fbr a qnarrd twi^ 
' tween two p^ofde wlio were less acqn^ted. No, no, yon 
are not jealona, it b evidrat : nor, Indeed, wiU t be so ; 
for I have dired Into yonr heart, and perceire that wUch 
anotiter might mistake for Indifierence, to be abWhite coo- 
idcnoe, O I what a charming secnrlty is that which springs 
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frujn dw amXbliStyot b pcriMit mion [ Hence it is, I know^ 
Aat fram jronr Dim heart ^ck f)sm« your good opinion of 
niiie ; and hence it it yon are so entirely justified, that I 
should doubt yonr affection, if you irere more alarmed. 

I neither luow aar cafe whether Lord B ■ has any 

other regard for me than all men have for gtris of my age. 
Bat «f «ritat ^smequence an his letrtinenlB of Ae natter 1 
Mine and t^ftther*! are the oaJy proper objects of ettqiaiiy; 
aiKl these tte both the same as tlwy -mtn viA regard to Qte 
two ))reteBded pretenders, of wbma you say yon viU wy 
nothing. If his exclusloa and tbdrs will add to yoor repots, 
rest satisfied. How npch soever we might think onrMlTes 
bononred in the addresses <rf a man of his Lordship's rank, 
nerer, with her own or her fiiflier's consent, wonld Eloisa 
Etange become Lady &^.^. OF this yon maybe rery certain; 
not that yon are hence to conclude that he was ever thonght 
of in that light. I am potittve yon are the first person who 
SUf^Hised that he has t^e. least indlnatiM) for me. Bo^ be 
that AS it wfl], I Imov jBf father's sentiments as well as if lie 
bad already declaixd them. ' Sorely^ this is sufficient to calm 
yonr fears ; at least it is as much as-it concerns you to know. 
The nstis matter of mere curiosity, and you. know I hare 
resolred that it shall not be satisfied. Yonms; reproach n^e 
as yon pleaae with reseire, ^sd pretend tbst our concerns 
and our interest are the same : if I had always been res^ rred, 
It would now hare been less important. Had it not been for 
my indiscretion, in repeating to you some of my father's 
words, yon would neiei hare retired to Meilleire,- yon 
would nerer hare written the letter which was the cause of 
mj min : I should, still have possessed my innocence, and 
m^ht yet have aspired to happiness. Judge, then, by my 
suffering for one iqdiscretian, bow I ought to dread the com- 
mission' of another I Yon are too violent to faaie any pru- 
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dence. Ton cmM utth less diffimltf conqoer jonr pauioDg 
tbftn diigttlse them. The least angplcion iron ld set f o« ra- 
t3^, end the moat triTial circnnist itge w wwild caiifirm M 
your apspi cwng. Onr secrets woald be l^ble in Toiir face, 
itnd ydiir impetnonB leai would frostrste dl my hope*. 
Leave, therefore, to me Ae cares of love, and do y«u pre> 
eerre' its pleasores only. Yos, surely, har« no reason U 
compUin of this dirision : acquiesce, and be couYhieed Hal 
fill you' can possibly contribute to the adraacement of onr fi;* 
lidty, is, not to fnterrapt It 

But, alas ! what avait my precanttons now t la it tor me 
to be caotioas how I step, who am alreidy fallen headlonj; 
down the j^cipice:, or to prevent the evtls with which I aM 
oppressed f Ah ! Wretched girl! is it for thee to talk of feU. I ^j 
city i Was ef er happiness compatible wift shame and re- I 
morse? Cmcj, cruel fate! neither to be aUe to bear nor M ' "-^ - 
r^;>ent of my crime ; to be beset by a thousand terrors, de- 
luded by a thonsand hopes, and not eren to enjoy the horrible 
trabquillity of desp^r. The question is not now of virtue 
and resohUion, bilt of fortitude and prudence. My presort 
busiiless is not to estingnish a flame which ouglit never (e 
expire, but to render it Innocent, or to die guilty. Con. 
«ider my utualion, my friend, and then see wheAcr you 
JIare dqiend upon my ze^ 

LETTER L. 

FROM ELOiSA. 
t BEFUSEQ to explain to you, before «« pbrted yesterday, 
the cause of that uneasIneHs yon remarked in me, because yon 
were not in a condition to bear reproof. In spite, however, 
of my aversion to esplanatiotis, I think I ought to do it now, 
to acqiut myself of the promise I thea niade yon. 
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I know not wlwther you may remember joot last nlgbf* 
«B«cC(HinUblediic(nurseandbebaTioar; formjrput, Iihal) 
remember Utm too iaog for your honour or my repow ; iB« 
deed, ihey hare hurt me too mnch to be euily forgotten. 
Kmilsr expres^ons haro lometimes reached mj ears from the 
street ; but I never thought they oonld come from &e lipi of 
any worthy man. Of thii, howerer, -I am certain, there are 
BOHch In the lorer's dictionary, and nothing waa brther 
fiEom my tkon^its than that they should efer paai between 
yon and me. Oood Hea««n ! what kind of lore muit jrbni« 
be, thus to season Its delights I U Is true, yon were flnihed 
vith wlnCj and Ipercore how mnch one mnst orerlook in a 
covatiy where snch excess is permitted. It is for this reason 
I apeak to yon on tiie nl^ect ; for yon may be assoied, 
tiiat, had yon treated me in the same nunnery when perfectly 
fober, it AooldhaTe been the last opportitui^ yon should 
•Kr hare had. 

JBnt what atanns me most on yonr accouDt is, that the 
eondnct of men in Uqnor is often bo other than the image of 
what panes in thdr hearts st other times. Shall X beliere 
' that, in a CMidition which disguises notfiing, yon diBcorared 
yoursdf to be what yon really are ? What will become of 
me if joa duoklhis morning as jon did last oi^t i Sooner 
than be liable to such msnits, I had rather extinguish so 
gross a passion, and lose foreyer a lorer, who, so ignorant 
bow to respect his mistress, deierres so Uttle of her esteem. 

Is it pos^ble, thatyoavboddigfatinTirtnauKsenthDaita- 
ahoold haye fallen into that cmel error, and hare adopted tite 
nation, that a LoTer once made happy, need no longer pay 
any regard to decorom, and that those bare no tiUe to 
jespect, whose cruelty is no longer to be feared ? Alas 1 had 
you .always thought thus, your power would hare been less 
dreadful, and I should haye been less unhappy. But mik 
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tike mot, mj friend ; DolUiig ii m pernldoss to true l»v«n . 
u tbe prqadicM qf the worid ; ao mtaj tilk of lore, and w ■ 
few know what it Ii, tint nxut people mutake its pan and . 
gntie laws for the vile maxliu of w> atyect coQunercs, whkby 
HOn Mtiated, hai reooone to tiie memten of imagjiiatioiiy 
and, in order to rapport itielf, linka into deprari^. 

PoHibly, I may be mittaken ; but it Mems to me that tme 
l^re it the chastest of all hpman connectioDi^ and that itt 
ncred flame ihonld pnriff onr natnial iocUnations, by cqh. 
centring them in oM object. It is lore that secnrea lu from 
temptstion, and makes the whole sex indifferent, except the 
.belar ed . indi* idnaJ . 

"lEa-a -woman indifferent in lorCj erery man ti the samey 
«nd all are men ; bnt to her whose heart is tnly iiucqitible 
of that refined passion^ tbere is no other man in the world 
iMit ker loTer. What do I say J Is a loTer no more than a 
man 7 He is a being far superior I There exists not a nan 
in die creation with her who tndy loves : her loT«r is more, 
and all others 'a«e less ; they lire for each other, and are the 
only beings of their species. They bave no desires ; they 
loTe. The heart is not lod by, b«t leads the senses, and 
tiirows orer their errors the veil of delight. There is nothing 
.obscene but In lewdness and its gross langnage.. Real lore^ 
sdvaj^ modest, seizes not iqpodently its fa*oars, bnt steals 
them tritb timidity.. Secresy, silence,' and a timonnu bash- 
fulness h^ghten .and conceal its delicions trans^rts ; ita 
flame purifies aJI its caresses, while decency and chastity at- 
tend even its most sensual pleasures. It is iore alone that 
knows bow to gratify the desires without tre^KUsiug on mo* 
desty. Tell me, you who once luiew what tme pleasure! 
were, how can a cynic irajwdence be consistent with (hdr 
eojoyment! Will it not deprire that enjoyment of all ita 
sweet oess i Will it not deface that image of perfection which 
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npretmts the belored olgect ? BelteTe me, my Mem), 
lewdnesa' and liJre can nweP dwell togetiter—the)' are Income' 
patible. On the heart depends flie triM hapinnen of tht^ 
who lore ; and where lore h absent, nothing can nipply 
Mb place. 

Bnt, snppoung yon were so nnhappy as to be pleased'with 
BDch immodest disconrse, how could yon prenil' on yonrself 
to make nse of It so indiscreetly, and address her who was ao' 
dear to yon, in a manner of which a rirtuons man ought 
certdnly to he ignorant i Since when is it become deKglitfnl 
to afflict the olgect one lovea ? and how barbarooi h that 
pleasure which delights in tormenting others i I have not 
fArgotten'that I have forfeited the right X had to be respected : 
but If ever I should foi^ it, is it yon that onght ta remind 

(me of it i Does it belong to the author of my crime to kg. . 
grarate fiiy punishment i onght he not rsQler to administer 
comfort i All the world may hare reason to despite roe,- hut 
yoa hare none. It b to yon I owe the mortifying situafihn 
to which I am reduced ; and surely the tears I haveshedfor 
I my weahiess c^ upon you to alMriate my'sorrow- I tun 
' Beilli« nioe nor prudish. Aks ! I am but too far from'it ; 
i hare' not been eren discreet. You know too wellj tni> 
grateful as you are, that my suso^tible heart Can refnile nO^ 
tting to lore. But, whaterer I may yield to hvre, I will 
make no concessions to any thing less } and yon hare 
inatnicted me too well in its language to be able to substitute 
one so different in ils room. No terms of ablise, nor.erea 
blows, could bare insnltti me more thtm snch demonstraikms 
•f Undness. Either renbunc^ Elotsa, or continue to merit 
her esteem. X hare already told you I know no lore wttbout 
modesty ; and, how much soerer it may cost me to f^r« 
up your's, it wiU cost me still more to keep it at so dear 
a price. 
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' I have yet much to say mi thii suliject ; but I most Iiiere 
chue my letter, apd defer |t to iwitlier oppor^oit^. la the / 
mean time, pray observe, ooe effect of year miiitakeii maxims ' 
cqsrciiBg the immoderate uia of. wive. I am very Bensittle 
j^ur. heart is . not to blame : but yon liave deeply woaaded 
9^ J. and, without knowifig wliat.you. did, afflicted a miud 
tiM> euily alarmed, and to which notbiqg is. indifferent that, 
confei from you. . . 



LETTER LI. 

TO ELOISA. 
Tbebb is not a Une in yeur letter that does not cUll the 
blood in vxy vemB ; and I can hardly lie pemaded after 
twenty times reading, that Hjs addressed to me. Wlw, II 
Caa I have <rireaded Elwa i Can I have profaned her 
heantieg i Can the idol of n^ sonl, to whom evety moment 
of my life I offer up my adoratioiu— :can the have been the 
olyect of my insults ? No, I would have jHerced this heart 
a tJionsand times, before it sliould have formed so barbarous 

' adeugui Aiaal you know but little of this heart, that flies 
to pfostrate itself at your feet — a heart anxious to contrive 
foriheeanew species'of homage, unkuomi to human beings. 
Ah 1 my £laisa, you luow that heart but little, if you 

' accuse- h .of wanting towards yon the ordinary respect which 
even a common lover entertains iot his 'mistress* — la it pos- 
sible I can bav« been impudent and brutal ? I, who detest 
the language of immodes^, mud never in my life entered into 
places where it is held 1 But that I should repeat such dis- 
course to you ; that I dionld agirftv^ your just indignation ! 
Sad I been the most abandoned of men, had I spent my 
yeutii in riot and debanchery, bad even a taste for seDsual 
Vol.. I. I 
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and sltaiueful pleuans tonhi a [Aace in the h^art ifbere ym 
reilde, tell ne^ Eloisa, m^ ang;el, tell me, haw ins it pos. 
sible I' coviA ban betiayad before you that Impndenbe, which' 
BO one can hare bat in th^ presence of thofe, who arettem. 
selves abasdened eaOngh to approve it ? Ah, no ! it is' 
impossible. One took of yoars had sealed tfiy lipii, and 
corrected mj^beart. Love wonld have Teiled m^ impetnoiiB 
desires beneath the charms of modesty ; while In the nreeC 
unicm of onr souls their own delirinm only wonld have led 
the senses astray. I appeal to yoar own testimony, if ever, 
in the ntmost extravagance of an nnbonnded passion, Z 
ceased to revere its charming object. If I received the re- 
gard of my love, did I ever take an advantage of my hap- 
piaeM, to do violAce to ytMir btshfulness ? If the trambling 
hand of an ardent but timid lover faatk sometimes presome'd 
too hi, did be ever with brntal temerity pro&no joni 
charms 1 If ever an mdiscreet tcaiisport drew a^e thtnr 
vnl, -thottgh bat for a moment, was not that of tnaitsty ari 
soon substituted in its place ? Uatltnrable as the dustfty of 
your miad, the flame that glows in mine cm nerer' ebnige. 
If not tbt affecting and tender union of oar sbsls saffioi^t 
to cOnslitute^Ar happiness ? Does not in this ^ne consist 
ail (be happJoes) of bar lives ? Hare wb a with to know or 
tasteof anyoUMrJ And cansttbou conceive this en dibnt- 
ment can be broken ? HOw was it possible, for jne to forget 
in a mOmmtali regard to chastity, to onr love, my honoarj 
and that'invindble reverence and respect which yon mn^ 
idways in^ire, even in those by whom you are not adored ? 
Mo; Ic-annot briieveit. it waiaetX thatoBended yoaJ I 
Iiave not the least remembrance of it ; and, were I bnt one 
instant cnlpable, can it lie that my remorse should ever Icava 
me { No, Eloisa, some demon, enviotis of bappinees t04 
great for a mortal, has taken upon him my Ibrm, to destroy 
my felicity. 
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NcTertfieless, I abjure, Ideteit a crime which I must' 
hare committed, since 70a are my KccnKF) but in which my 
will bad no part. Haw tlo'I b^iin lb abkcrr that fiital intern, 
perance, 'which once seemed to me fovvorable to the effmions 
ottlie heart, andwhich has stvctoellydeoeiTM m^ 1 I hare 
bound myselT, dierefore, bf a solonn and Irrevocable vow, 
to reiionoce wine from this day nt i mortal pcnimi. Never 
shall that &ital Uqnor a^n touch my lips, bereave me of my 
senses j or invcdve me in guilt to which my heart is a Etranger. 
If I eter breA. tins Mlemn tow, nu^ the powers of love 
infliot-on me the piinidiment I -deserve ! May Ae image of 
EhnM-^at jnatant forkalce my heart, and sbaadon it for ever 
to indiSereiice aad desp^ 1 

But, think not I mean to expiate my crime by to slight a 
mortification. This is a precaution, and not a ptuushment. 
It is from yon I expect Aat wUch I decerve ; nay, I beg it 
of you, to console my afflictioii. Let ofiettded love avenge 
itself, and he appeased ; punish wHhont hating me, and I 
will suffer without murmuring. Be just and verere ; it is 
necewa^, and I most subinit ; b«t if you would not deprive 
mfloflife, yoamostBot derive meofyonrheart. 



LETTER LII. 

FROM ELOISA. 
WdAT ! my friend renounce his bottle for his mistress t 
This ts, indeed, a sacrifice ! I d^ly any one to find ihe a man 
in the fbur cantons more dee^y in tore ttan yourself. Xot 
but there itiay be found some young Frenchified petit. 
maitres among us that drink water through afiectatiofi : but 
you are the first Swiss that ever lore made a water-drinker, 
and ought to stand as an example for ever hi the lover's 
'IS 
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cbroKicle of your country. I &&Te erea beea infonned of 
yoiir abrtiaeat beJ^Tioorj md have been moch edified to 
b«ffr that, being to lap Ust night with M,de y-veS/eranSf. 
yon taw six. bottles go round after, snpper wUhont toochioj 
a drop; and that. yon spared your water as little as your' 
companions did. their wine. This state of seUi^auial and 
penitence^ however, ranst have lasted already three days, 
and in these days you mast hare abstained from wiiie at Jcast 
' for six meals. Now, to the abstinence for sir meals, ob. 
served throngh fidelity^ any be added six otters throngk fear, 
sU throogh shame, six ibrougb baint, and ux more titroBgk 
obstinaoy. How biany" mo^ve's might be found ttt pnddag. 
this mortifying absttneace, of which love, abme will. have all 
flie credit } But can love condescend to frldeitsalf in ata»it 
to wbieh it hath BO just pretensioDs i 

This Idle raiUery may possibly be as disagreeodile to yon,, 
as your talk tbe «th« sight was to me ; .it is time, thereforef 
to stop its career. You are naturally of a serious turn, and 
I' have perceived ere now that a tedious scene of trifling Jiath 
Iwated yon as much as a leog walk usu^yi does a fet man ; 
but I take, nearly tli« sane vengeance of yon as Henry the 
Fourdi took of the Duke of Maine : your sovereign also will 
imitate the cleiDeacy of that best of kings. In Uke^anner, 
I am afraid, lest, by virtue of jour contridon and excuses, 
yon should in the end moke a merit of a fonlt so fully re. 
paired; I will, therefore, fo^t it immediately, lest, by 
deferring my forgirenesi toe long, it should become rather 
an act of ingratitude t^ui geuerQsity, 

With,regard to.jt^nu'.i'escdutlon of ,renouacing..y^ir bottle 
for ever, it has not sp Uiwh weight :witli me as perhapsyou^maf. 
imagine : Strong passions (hin)( potbing of Hieqe trifling ucti. 
fices, andleve will not be satisfied witl^ gallantry. ThereM 
besides more of address sometimes ^ a resolution, inmakipg 
for the present moment an ad T^tage of an nncertain futurity, 
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■Bdfea reftpjng befereband tha t:redit ofur«tenml«fiBfliieDce, ^^ 
iriiich nay be r«Bi)aaced at pleasine. But, toy gooiMeoA^ 
Id the abate of every thing that is agree«bl« to the semes, iik 
teparhtde fFOm th* anjoytnent of it ? Is druakeuaeM neeena^ 
rily attached to tbetaite of wine! and is phHotopby so cruel, 
«r so uselcM, IS to olhmo otiher expedient to prevent diei«^ 
Moderate Hm »( agreeable things j tJion that of giving thennp 
etitb*!/? 

' IJf yoH keep true to- your engagement, yondeimTe yonr- 
aetf of Innocent pleam re,: and endanger yon* hedth in 
changing your matuter of Hvlng ; o« Ite'otiter Bond, if yon 
hmlL it, yoS ooinmit a donble oS^nte igalnM love ; and even 
your honour will stand impeached, l-wili nakeoie^tkcTe- 
Col«, on'thls occaiion, of Ay privilage ; and de mot only re- 
lease yon from the obaeiraace 6f a vow, irhfch. isnnU and 
void, at b«ng made withont my consent j bnt do sAtsolately 
-forbid'yon to observe it bej^ond the term.I nn^gaing topic- 
rsctibe. On Thursday next, my Lord B— — it to'glve naa 
concert. Atthe collation I will aendydna mp^aboutbalf 
■tvil of pure end wholesome nectar ; whiobr H it my will ud 
^leasufe (hat you drink off fn my presence^ after having 
made, in a ferw dropsf an ex^atory tibatbnt* Ae -Graces. 
My penitent a permitted' afterwards to retain f« the sober 
.use of wine, tempered witb the crystal of 4lie ftmnMn ; or 
as year honest Plutarch has it, moderating the ardours of 
Bacchns^by a cbmrnnnication with tbe Nymphs^ ' / ^y 
But to onn concert on Tuesday : that blundetw RegUnlo 
has got it into his bead that I aai already able to ring an Its. 
.Uan air, and even ,a duo with hhn. He is desirenS tint I 
sboald try it with you, in-order to show offhis.two scfcolais 
together ; but there are cert^n tender passages in it danger- 
ous to sing before a mother, when the heart is of the party : 
It wonld be better, therdbre, to deter tkis triU of our skill to 
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4befinl:GiliU»rt fre(bi*efttosrco(i^n'fl. I attrBtiite tke fib- 
(jlt^nitiii^ichliuneacqwKdatmstefor the Italiu naibk, 
to thst whiah my bR»tb«r gave m* for their poetry. ; nod tot 
wUch I faamtMn hi wdlpreparedby jKHi, thatl perceire 
fuily the cftdence of the verse ; and, if I nti^.b^lieTe R^ 
anio, luirealifia^ a tolerable notioa. of the trne accent. I 
nov begiaerei^leisoa by reading ronu paiWges of Tosm, 
or some scene of Metastasio ; after thii, he makes nje rqteat 
and BDcomp^y the redtatire, to tiiat I seen tocoDtloue 
readily or ipeAiag all the while ; which I am prcity c«rtain 
M^dnet«(etke.oaieis tb«-FmichmDtick.; After this I 
pnctiM^ in Kgtdi^ tivei the expreBdcm of tme aod.eqMl 
toBM,: «K ftxerdta-wbicH the noise ll had :beea. accmtosMd 
to^ i^idefed fOtidt ^ noogh. . At. kngth/Re paM Mi.to the 
■ir» wherriiihi.daiiMHiatrBtfta that the juBtiiets'and flexibilily 
of Aavake, the ^Mthelic expression, the force and beauty of 
cn^.^peat, HIM natnr^ly aSeeted by the sveebaeM of the 
nelody and preoiiod df 'the measvie : insomoch that whwt 
aypcKrad at first the tnost .diflicuU to leam,jieed har^y be 
taught me. Thcinhfarcctf tlie varick irisowella^tedttfthe 
Mind of iks lainMsoi, and at so refined. a modnktion, ihat 
oee need «nlr heaDr.0ie baso, and know toispeak, tod«di^r 
the melody. , In-tiie Italian nusick aU the passions hay edis. 
tinct iMi^jong,e«pr«^ns i directly cimtrary to the drawl- 
ing^ dlsagrecnbie tones of the French, it is always sweetand 
easy, and at tiie same tine lirely md aSecting ; its snalleit 
efforts phMliice the gnateA effects. la short, I find thatthis 
musick derates the sonlj withont teainig the longs, whidi is 
just the^ ansick E want. . On Tneeday then^ my dear Mend, 
my prectptei^ tny penitent, my apostle, alas 1 what are you 
-not to me J All, «^ should tiiere be only one title wanting ! 

'. J*. iS!v— 'Do yon know tliere is some talk of such another 
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ffgnwble pArtf OD the water u we v»de .two yetrsago, in 
^coppMy.-wtlnpoorCbaUiot! How modut was then my.iub. 
Uepr^ccpfof? How he trembled when , be handed me out 
«f,tlie boat i Ah, the.hj'pDcritel How greatly chaiig«dig 



LETTER LIII. 

FROM EIX>ISA. 
Thus eTer)> thing coui^res to diKoacert omx sdieaaes, 
.cvery.ttung dfei^polnts our belies, erciy thiAg betrafg a ^paa. 
■ioilwtdch HolTM ought to sanctify ! Aad- ara we alunfa to 
iie the sport of fortnne, the nnhappy TiOtims <Bt ddnaiie 
4]|i«:taliDn I Shall we s^ pant in pnmdt at pfaasan, 
without e^Mnttaitting it ? Those nnpti^:«llid>were-wi.im- 
'pUioatly expected, w«re fint tobnebeeBoalebratedAtCla. 
.nss,: bat the bad weather opposed it, iaAtb^ctmamif was 
perfiwnted ia town: howereiif we hod stl}! some boBts of a 
prirate intei^iew; bat we were so closely besot bf pSiduiiB 
'i&iportam^, that it was impostible lor nsibetkto esc^e at 
the same instant. At last a faTOanbleof^rtaaity eSersj btA 
wo are agun diuppointed by the cmellestof meUwrs, and 
that wbich ought ta hare been the moment, of oiar CeUai^, 
.went near to. have proved oar^datmction. Narortb^ss, I 
am so r»r froar being dismayed by these: nnnd|ierl«a8:ofaetBelei, 
that they serve bnt-to inflame my resoliition. I knoW' aot by 
what new powers I am animated, bat I fsel an intrefrfdUy «f 
SMd to whicb I haT« been hHberto ignorant ; and If yon are 
inspired with the saioe spidt^.^is f reidDg, this f*ry evening, 
f will perform my promises, and discharge at once all the ob- 
ligations of'lere.. 

- Weigh this dSiir maturely, and cwulder well at what rate 
I 4 
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fbn estiiMte your Iffii ; for the expedient I am going to prcT- 
pose may probably leid Ds to tbe grsTe. .If thou art afraid, 
read no farther ; but if thy heart iibrinki no more at the 
prnnt of a sword tlian formerly at the precipice of Meillerie, 
mine shares the duiger, and besitatesao longer. Be attend 
tivel 

Bab, who generally lies in my chamber, hat been ill these 
three day*, and though I offered to attend her, she is remoTcd 
in spite of me: bat as she ii now somewhat better, possiUy 
she may r«4:um. The stairs which lead to my mother's apart- 
ment and mine, are at some distance from the ro<»i whera 
they avp, and, at that boar, the peat of the honie, exc^t 
die Idtchen, is entirdy' nniDbatrited. Tne darknen of the 
ni^t will then &Tonr your progress throngh the streets 'witb> 
out tM leut risk of being observed, and yon are not nnae^ 
. qnaiated with the hense. 

I beBeVe I baTe sald'ciiough to be understood. Cove On 
afternoon to Fanny's;'! will tiiere explain the res^and 
gtVe the necessary mttrtictions : but if that should be fai^ios^ 
sible, yon will jnd'Hiem in writing, in tbe old place,' to wbkh 
I consign this letter. The aut>ject is too important to be 
trusted with any person tiring. 

O ! I see the violent palpitation of your heart! How I 
fie£l yonr transports I No, no, my charming friend, we will 
iiot tjtdt this short ej&tence witbolit baring tasted faappinesf . 
Yet, riefnerober that the fatal moment is enrironed with the 
horrors of death I That the way to bliss is extremdy hazar- 
dous, its duration fall of perils, and your retreat be^nd 
mearare dangerous ; that if we are discovered^ we are in- 
evitaUy lost, and that to prevent U, fortnne mntt be uncom- 
toonly indulgent. Let as not deceive oortcdves : I know 
my father too well to doubt that he would not instantly 
pierce your heart, or that even I shontd not be tite first vic- 
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tim to bis rerenge ; for certainly he would akaw me no mercj', 
nor indeed can yon Imaf^e that I vonld lead yon into don- 
^er> to nMch I myself were not expoaed. 

Runerober, alio, tbtt yon are not to liayetlw least depen. 
.d«nce on your courage : it will not be«ra thonght ;: I even 
.charge yon jery expressly ta cone entirely unarmed ; so 
.that your intrepidity will anil you ndtbiog. If we trie snr. 
prized, 1 -am resoWed to throw mytetrinto yoor arms, to grasp 
jonto my.heart, and thus receive tltemprtri blow, that they 
may part Qi no «iore 1 So shall ray ^^t be the happiest mo. 
ment of my life. 

Yet I hope a niiUer fate awaits os i we sorely deserve it ; 
uid fortune DMst-at last grow weaiy^f herinjutiee. Come, 
then, thou joy of- my bear^ Hfeof ny^life, come and be re. 
united, to- thyself. Cone, andevthe ani^ces of love, and 
Teceive the reward of thy obedi^ce and t)^ sacrifices. ' O, - 
cone and confess, even in the bosom of pleasure, that from 
tbe Mdon of hearts proceed its greyest de%M8. . 



LETTER LIV. 

TO EIOISA. 
Am I then arrived 1 Uow my heart flutters in.en^ing iUs 
. asylum of love 1 Yes, Eloisa, I am jiow in your closet j I am 
in tbe sanctuary of my soul's adored. The torch of lore 
lighted my steps, and I passed throng the honseunperceired. 
— Delightful mausioal happyplace! once the eceoe of ten- 
derness and infant lore suppressed ! These conscious walls 
bare seen my growing, ny successful passionj and will now 
a second time behold it crowned with blifs: witness of ny 
eternal constancy, be witness also of my happiness, and cou. 

is 
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ceal for ever tke traoBports of fli« most fiiltitfnl and molt (br- 
tunate of men I 

How charniiiig is tUi place of conoealiiientt Ereiy thing 
annnd me gerr« to isflaiae tb« ardour of n^ passion. O 
JiUoisal tlui dell^tfBl ipotii&illof thee, and my deriresare 
kindled by ««ry footstep nl tkioe. Etery sense Is. at once 
intoxicated with imaginary bliis. An aJinaBt imperceptible 
'iw€etne»t uore exquisite than the scent of the roie^, and 
aore volidile than that of the irii, eihales frem erery part. 
I fancy I hear the dellghtfM sonnd of yonr voice. Every 
part of yonr scattered dress piesents to my glowing imagina- 
tion the charms it has concealed. That light head.dress, 
which is adorned by Ihoss bright locfes it aflects to hide ; that 
simple elegant dishabille, which displays so well the taste of 
the wearer } those pretty dfppertj that fit so easily on yoQr 
little feet ; these stays, which encircle and embrace yowr 
slender— —^leavens, what a charming shape ! hew the top 

of the stomacher it waved in two gentle cnrres Imnri. 

ons sight I the whalebone has yielded to their impression < 

delicious impression ! let me devonr it with kiHes I O 

gods ! how shall I bf able to bear ? Ah ! methinhs I feel 
already a tender heart beat softly nnder my happy hand ! 
Eloisa, my cbanning Eloisa, 1 sef, I feel thee at every pore. 
We now breatiie the same wr.-'Hbw thy delayln^mes and 
torments me! My impatience it insupportable. 4), come, 
fly, Ehiisa, fly to my npA, or I am undone I , How fortunate 
it was to find pen, intf, and paper 1 By npressing what I feel, 
I moderate my ecstasy, and give a turn to my trftnsports, 
by attempting to describe them. 

Ha ! I hear k noise~Shoald it b« her inhuma«| fother ! 
— I do not think myself a coward — bat death would terrify 
me just now. 'tMy despfdr would be equal to the ardour 
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f ( 

wUiiA coiuaaa mc. Graiit ipe, good Hear^ bat, one 
8)i»e iioa^ to live, and I ret^iijthe renninder of my life to 
&y nttto^ rigour. What imnatienc« ! wlut ifetn ! «4m1 
cruel pwitation t Ah ! the ^lar opens ! It li die 1 k is 
floisa! I seeheicuter thechuiberandltiok theldoor. My 
heast, ml feeble heart, ^kanAder Ua ^itatio^, Letne 
jvcortfr wirif, md gathpr Btrenra. to sapport ti^ bHss that 
fiT^Twheltu me. 



TO ELOISA. 

Oh ! . let ng die, my Bweet friend 1 let nt He, than i»est be. 
loved of my heart 1 How shall we hereafter rapport an inti- 
pid life, whose pleuures we hare already ealuoBted 2 Tell 
ne, if. thou caut, what I experienced lait lu^tl give me 
an idea of a whole life spent in &» lame manner, or let ne 
quit an existence which has nothing left that can equal the 
pl^iuiei I have eiyoyed. . 

I had tatted blias, and formed a cwtception of bappioesa. 
But, alasl I had. only dreamt of trae plefuure, and concei- 
ved oily the haRpin^ of a child I My senses deceired my 
oure^ned heart ; I songht snpretoe delight in tbeir gratifica- 
tion i and I find that the en4 of aenswl pleasures is but the 
beginning of, mine. O, thou choice maater-piece of nature's 
works ! divine Eloisa 1 to the ecstatic possession of whom 
all the transports of the most ardent pasuon hardly suffice 1 
Yet it is not thos« transports I regret the most. Ah ! no ! 
deny me, if it must be so, those intoxicating favours, , for the 
eDJoymentof which, nererthetess, I. would die a tbonsand 
deaths ; but restore me all the bUss whidi does not dq>end on 
16 
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then, uid It vill' abbndBntty exceed them. Restore me tint 
iBthnate connexion of sodb, which ]ron fint taught me ta 
knov, and hare so Welt inttmcted rae to taste. Rettore 
to me that delightful langno r, accomplished bf the mutual ef- 
fusions of theheftrt. Restore to me that enchanting slum- 
ber thdt lulled meinytftir breast! Restore to me the )rGt more 
delicions moments when I awoke ; those intempted righ^ 
those melting tears, those kisses slowly, sweetly impreued in 
Tolnptnons lajignishmeiit ; let me hedr those soft, those ten- 
der complaints, amidst whose gentle ranrmnrs yon pressed so 
elose those hearts which were made for each other. 

Tetl me, £loisa ; )r«n,.whooaght from yoar own sensitn- . 
titf to jndge so well of mine ; do yon think I erer tasted 
real love before ? My feelings are greatly changed since yes- 
terday ; they seeiU to' bare taken a less impetaons' turn ; 
bnt niore agreeable, more tender, and more delightfol. Do 
yon remember that whole hnnr we spent, in calmly talking 
orer the circumstances of onr love, and of the fearfnl conse- 
qaences of what might happen Hereafter, by whfch tJie pre- 
sent moment was made the more interesting? Tliat diorthonr, 
in which a slight apprehension of fatwe sorrow rendered onr 
conTersatton the more jtffkcUng, I was tranqnii, and yet 
was bear my EloisR. I adortd her, bat my desires were 
calm. 1 did not evhi think of any'other felicity than to 
perceire yoiir (ace close to mine', to fed yonr breath on my 
check, andyonr arm about my neck. What a pleasing tran- 
qnilbr^ prevailed 6Ver all my senses 1 How reAned, how last, 
iog, h»w constant the delight! The mind possessed all 
the pleasure of enjoym^t, not momentary, but durable. 
What'a difference is there between the impetuous sallies of 
appetite, and a sitoatioiiso calm anddelightful ! It is ttte first 
time I have experienced it in your presence ; and judge of 
the extraordinsry change it has effected. That hour: I shall 
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CT«r'thiiik.t)wlupt^tor myiifp, u it U-tbe oni)' one which 
I conld wish ahoald hAT» beea prolonged to eteVnity. X«U 
tue, then, Elai»a, did I not liote yon befiare, or hsTe I teMed 
to lore yoQ lince i ' 

If I ceueto lore yon!— •Whtt a dbabt u that! ]>> I 
ceue to esiit,' or dod not Ay life depend mora on tiM hewt 
of Eloiia dicn iny own ! I fedj I feel yon are a thouaiid 
tinefl more dear to me thui eret-; and I find myself enabled, 
fivm the slnmber af my derives, to lore yon more tenderly 
than beTore. My sentiments, it is tnie, are less pUeionate, 
but they are more afiectionate, and Are bf h different kfnd i 
withont loung any thing of their force, tliey are multiplied ; - 
the mildness of friendship moderates the extraTagaoce of 
lore ; and I can hardly conceite any kind of attachment 
which does not unite me to yon. O, my cfaanning mistiess ! 
my wife, my sister, my friend ! By what name shall I ex- 
press what I Jeelj after having exhausted all those which ore 
dear to the heart of mui ? 

Let me now confeU a satpidoii which, to niy Aame and 
mortificatiatt) I have entertained ; it it thatyon are mora ca^ 
pableafloTe than myself. Yes, my Eloisa, it is on yontbat 
my life, my being depends : 1 rerere yon with all the Unities 
of my soul; but yours contains more of lore. I see, I feel 
that lore bath penetrated deeper into yonr heart than mine. 
It is that which animates yonr charms', which preTails in your 
discourse, which gives to yobr eyes that penetrating sweeL 
Bess, to your voice such moTing accents : it is that which 
yonr pi^esenctalboeimperceptiblycommimicBtes to the hearts 
of others, the tender emotidns of your own. Alas t how 
far am I from such an indq>endent state of lore I— 'I seek the 
enjoyment, and yon the lore, of the beloved object .-—I am 
transported, and yon enamOat>ed; not all my (ransporlaare 
equal to yoar languishing softness } and it is in tucb Mast- 
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&OIU aayaanaa\j, dut supmpe Miohy conriifii. Itisbnt 
litice yoiterdaj that I luY* kncnm aach r«fiiMd pleanire. Yoa 
k><re left me Mnaetiiing of tlmt mconceirable cham pecnUar 
to yourself; and I am persnaded that yovr aireet breath 
hath inspired ma widi a new BooL Haste, ^n, I conjure 
yaa,. to tampleto tlie work yon ban b^un. Ti^ fros me 
■U that remans of mine, and ^ve me a soul entirely yoors. 
No, angdic twan^, celestial maid, no sentiments but inch 
as yourB can do honour to yonr charms. Yon alone are 
worthy to im^Ire a perfect patrion ; yon alone -are capable 
of feeling it. Ahl gireme your heart, my Eloias, that I 
nay lore yon as yon deserve. 



LETTER LVI. 

FROM CLARA TO ELOISA. 
I BAvs a piece of information for my dear courin, in 
whidi she «iU findhertdfa little iideretrted. Last night 
therebappeaedanafl«irbetwe«i your Mend and Lord B— 
which may posubly become serious. Thns it wU, as I bad it 
from Mr. Orbe, who- was present, and who gave me thefbU 
• if wing accoant that morning, 
. Having sii[^>ed with, bis Lordship, and entertained them> 
aelres for a coiqtle of honts with their nurick, they sat 
down to dut and drink punch, . Your friend drank only 
one sbgle glaea mixed with water. The other two were 
itot quite so sober ; for thongh Mr. Orbe declares he was 
not tonched, I intend to gire him my opinio irf that matter 
some other time. You naturally became the snhject of their 
COUTersatlon ; for yon know this Englishmap can talk of no- 
body else, Yoqr friend, who did -not mnch relish his Lord. 
ship's discourse, seemed bo little obUged to. him for Ui god- 
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fidencv, that at taut my Xiordf finifaedwithliqnor, and piqaed 
at the coldncM of his maaner, dared to tell him, in cOm. 
ptainiDg of your indifference, that it wta not (o general as 
plight be ima^qed, and that those who were silent had less 
reason to cmnplain. Yon know yoarfriend'simpetnosity: 
he Instantly took fire, repeated the words with great warmth 
afid insult, xhich drew npoo him the liCf and they both flew 
to their swords. Lord B——, who was halT.seas over,' in 
tanning, gare his ankle a sndden twist, which ob%ed him 
to ^a^er to a choir. Hu leg began Immediately bi swell, 
^dthis more eSectoaUy appeased tbeir wrath than all Mr. 
prbe's interposition. , Bntas he continned attenttro to what 
passed, he obserrt^ your friend, in going ou^ approach his 
JCiOrdship, and heard him whisper; '.' At toon ai you arc 
able to vailc, you will let me Jtne^v it, or I tkalt taie care 
to inform mytelf.'' — -^^You need not gist j/ourt»lf that 
trouble, (uld the other with a contemptmns snnle,) you 
thall knoa it time enough," — *' fVe thall tee," returned 
your friend, and left the room. Mr. Orbe, when be delirers 
tUs letter, will tellyw more particularly^ It is yonrpm- 
dence that most suggest the means of stifling Hat nnlncky 
afbir. In the mean time, the bearer waits yonr commands, 
and yon mfiy depend on lus secrecy. 

Pardon me, n^ dear ; my frieadsbip fdrces me to speak ; 
J am t^iriUy appreheosire on your account. Your attach, 
ment i:an neTer csnlinue long concealed in this small town ; 
\t is indeed a mirsbcnloos piece of good fortune, considering 
it is now two years since it began, that yon are not already 
die public talk of tiie place,, But it wiU rery soon happen, 
if you are not extremely cautions, lam couTtnced your 
character would long since have suffered, if yon had been 
less generally beloved ; bat the people are so uniTersally 
prejudiced in your TaTonr, that no one dares io speak ill of 
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yon, for fear of bdng diicredited aod deifnsed. N<trer(he- 
Iws «ve1y tMng mutt bare an end ; and nacb I fear that your 
mystery dnwB near Ub period. I have great reason to appre- 
hend that Lord B 's saaplcions proceed from some disa- 
greeable tales be bae^ heard. Let me entreat youto think 
'Hrianfly of this aAlr, The watchman has been heard to 
My, that, some, time ago, he saw your friend come out of 
jrour hovse at five o'clock in the morning. FortuBately be 
bimself had-early inteUigence of tht« report, and found means 
to silence the fellow;: but what signifies snchulenCe? It 
wiU Mrve only to confirm the reports that will be privately 
whispered to all 610 world. Besides, yovr mother's sospi- 
cicna are dailj' increasing. You remember her freqnenf 
bints. She has several time spoke .to me in such sermns 
terms, that if she did not dread the violence of your Other's 
teipper, I am cetiain she would already have opened her 
mind to him ; bnt she is conscious that the Uame would foil 
chiefly on herself. 

It it impossible 1 should repeatit too often; Thinkofyout 
safety brforeit be too late. Prevent those growing saspi. 
cioasj which nothing .Init his absence can dispel ; and^ in- 
deed, to be sincere with you, under what pretext can he be 
■opposed to cantiane here i FosBibly, in a few weeks more 
Us removal may be to no purpose. If the lait circumstance 
should reach yofir father's ear, yOu will have cause to trem- 
ble at the indignation of an old officer, so tenacious of the 
honoar of bis family, and at the petuluice of a violent youth. 
I But we mast first endeavour to terminate the a&ir with 
Lord B— — ; for It were In vain to attempt to persuade 
;oDr friend to decamp, till that a in some sbaQfl aconnpiished. 
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LETTER LVII. 

FROM EIjOISA. 
• I HAT* bMn informed, 107 friend, of whmt has passed be. 
tweenyanandmjrLordB— ; ood from t perfect ktwifle^ge 
of the fact, I hare a mind to discnu tbe affair, and gire 70a 
my opinion of the condact yon ought to obwrre on this oc- 
tagon, kgrecabl; to&e Behttaents yon pivfess, and ofwUch 
I tmppote jou do not make only an idle parade. 

.1 do jiot concern mjielf whetlier yon are skilled in fen.' 
dog, nor whether joa think yonrsclf capable ot coiitendlB( 
■with a man who it famona all over Europe for bis superior 
dexterhj in that'art, {taring fbnght fire or riz times in U> 
life, and always killed, wonnded, ordisarmedhls man, I 
know that in inch a case as yonrB, people conanlt not their 
■luU, hut their courage; and that the fasfaieniible method to 
.be rerenged of a man wh6 has ininlted yon, ii to let htm na 
jrou through the body. Bat let ns pass over tUsiclfemailm; 
yon will tell me that yoaTlonom nid mine are denw to yon 
than fife, lliis, tb«'efore, is tbe piincifrie on which wennt 

To b^n with what immediktely c(»cerai yourself, Cak 
yon ever make it appear in what respect yAn were person^^ 
oflended by a conTenation that relkted solely to me ? We 
shall see presently whether yon on^it, on snch an occision, 
to take my cause open yonrself ; ia die mean time yon can- 
not bnt allow that the qnarrel was quite foreign to yoar own 
bonqur in particniar, tinless yoti are to take the snqnciori of 
being beloved liyme as an afiront, I mniat own yon have 
been insulted ; but then it wu after having bfeguh the quar- 
rel yourself, by an atrocious afiront, and, as I have had fre- 



bf Google 



186 mJOiSA. 

qaent opportnuitieB, from the many militnry people io our 
lainily, of hetring these horrible-qaestioiu debated, I am not 
to learn that one outrage committed in return to another doen 
not annul the first, and that he who receirea the first insult is 
the Qoiy pereOD ofifended. 2t it the mum inthia com, aa in a 
mcouater, where the aggreBMr onlj ia in f»lt ; iie who 
wonods or kills another 'at hia own defence, la not .considered 
.as being guilt? of murder. 

To come now to myself; wewiQ'agreettet I wuinsttttt^ 
by the conT«ristioD of iuj.Lord B — « -^ altbougl^ he sidd n» 
.monof me thanhemi^tjuatif)^. Butdojnw know what 
-ydn areabcwt in defending n^ cmhb wKh ao msch warmth 
uidipdiacretiDtt! Yob a^raTStehbinanlta; jvu prare that 
h* vaa in- Ae right; yon sat^ea my bonovr totlM fiUa« 
pnnetiltoa of yoa»^ and da&me ywnt miUreaB,ta gaiuaC moit 
the .repntatioB of a goad awardram. Fny^ tell me what 
^0mtf. tfieft i* botween yoaV mannw of jnetii^ng m« and 
Bjiiekljiutiflattioa? .BtfyMthinkOaAto-siigBgeiamy be- 
imif wia ao mUch heatif any gteat proof thsit dierfr ue no 
connecticou batweeb us? And Oatit. U snfident to show 
jonr ooniag* to Gohviiice tfia worid yon are n«t my lover ? 

Be assured, my Lord B 's inunuationa ase less injnrioiiB 

to ne dun yoor cradnot. It Is yon alone who take npon 
yoroaelf, by this bxitle, to publish and confirm ttem. He 
niy, .peahapaT tnm aaide the pctnt of your sword in the 
cotifllct; tmt nnthar .ny repntafion, nor perhaps Byltfe, 
«nL be seocned- against the fatal Uaw which your rash duel 
wiU gm ftem.' 

These moang 'are tooaalid to admk of areidy; bntl 
foresee yon will oppose cnstom to reason ; yon wUL tell- me 
there ia a &tality in sOme thinga, which hurries-naaway ia 
spite of ourseWes ; , that a man is In no case whaterer to suffer 
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theUetobegi-TcnliiiD; Mid thalj when an aiiUT ig gone to a 
certain Iffogtb, it ii impoiiible to avoUl fij^tii^ or iabmy. 
We will exaiaine into tite nUdit/ .of tlus srgmnMit. ■ 

Do notjdu remember ■ distinction you onee nude, aia R 
Tery important occuioaj between real and apparent b 
Under wblch of these classes shall we rank that ii 
For ny part, I cannot see that it will even admit of a doaW 
What comparison h there between the glory of cutting ano. 
ther's throat, and the testiinony of a good, crascience? aad 
of what importance is the idle opinion of the world, seit in 
competition with tme honeiir, whose foundation is rooted in 
tiie heart ? Can we.be deprired <rf Tirtnes we really poeseaa, 
by false aspersions of calomny ? I>oei tlie lotnlt' of a drwilu 
. en man prove sncli insnlts deserred? or does the honoar 
of the Tirtvons and pmdent lie at tlie mercy of the £ht bnite 
or blockhead he meets? Will yon tell me Oat figfaliog a doel 
■bowa a man to liaTe courage, and Oat &is it suffident (6 f^ 

e&ce tiie dishonour, and prevent the reproach dne to all _,^ ^ 
ether vices ? I would ask you, what kiad of bohom can die- ■^'*~v 
tate such a dedsion ? or what argnments joatify it ? On siich J '^ 
principles, a scoundrel need only to fight, to become a man I 
of probity : the assertions of a liar become true when they 
are maintaioed at the point of the sword i and, if you were 
even accused of killing a man, you have only to kill a second, 
to prove the accniation false. Thus virtue, vice, honour, 
infamy, tnitli, and fal>«hood, ail derive th«r existence from 
the erent of a duel : a fencingi^choolistheonly court of jus. 
tice ; there is no other law than violence, no other argument 
than mnrder ;. alt the reparation dne to the insulted, is to kill 
them ; and every offence is equally washed away by the blood 
of the offieuder or the offended. If wolves themielves conid 
reason, would they entertain maxims more inhuman thui 
these ? Judge yourself, from the situatioH you are m, whether 
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I Maggerafe their sbmrditj. "What is it 70m resent ? That 
the lie bad been given )'«□ an an occasion vtterela yonactu' 
ally asserted a fiUtehood. Do yon Intend to destr0}> 0ia 
truO, by lulling him yon ivonld pnnbii for having told It 1 
Doj oB consider that, in risking the saccess of a dael> yon 
^HHeaven t« witness the troth of a lie, and imjiioasly bid 
ue Suprene Dispoiei of erects uqiport the cause of in. 
JKBtlce, and^^giw! the trinDi[ih.'b( ftdsdiood I Does not sooh 
dmirdity shock you i Dms net sucb impiety make you 
riiudder? Goad G«d ! what a wretdied senBe of honour ie 
that, whicltts less afraid of Tire than reproach ; and will not 
permit that another, should ^je at die lie, iriucl£oiiT own 
beartg had giT«i us before ^ 

' Do yon, who would have erery one profit by tfaeir reada 
inf, make nse of yours ; see. if yon canfindone instance of a 
challenge being given, when the world abounded with heroes i 
Did the moet valiant men. of antiquity ever think of revfa^ 
ging-prirbfe iit)nriet by pemnat coBb8t>? IKd Cfesar send a 
diallenge to Cato, or Pon^iey to Cesar, in oonsequeiice of 
Hieir many redprocal aflrootsi or was the greatest wsrrior 
of Greece disgraced^ because he put op with the threats of 
beltig -cudgelled ? Manners, I'know^.diange' with the times; 
ttntaretiiey riLeqoallyconmeBdahle? Opis it nnreasoaablc 
to inquire whether thoie of any ttmes are agreeable to the 
dictates of tme honour ? This is not of a fickle or change* 
aide nature ; true honoitr does not depend on time, place, or 
prejudice ; it can neither be anniUlated nor generated anew ; 
but has it* constant source in the heart of a rirtuoos man, 
and in the unalterable rules of his condact. If the most 
cnligtttened, the nwsl brave, the most virtuous . people- upon 
earth had no dnels, I will venture to declare it not an inati. 
tutioB of honour, but a horrid and savage custom, worthy 
|t* barl»Tou> origin. It remains for you to detenidoe whe* 
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tter, Hben his «wa life, 01 tint nf aaftther, ia in question, a 
nun of reU hbuoariBtebegomnedby the mode, in.placep 
where diflerent aatoaa are ettablished. At MesiiBa or Na- 
plea he Wonld nbt diaUenge his man, bat wait Tor him at &e ■ 
comer of a street,«n&-fltabluDiin theibat^, .T]ib,u;cqlled 
bravery in those coontriea, where honour eonsisis in ^Uin^^a 
j'OUE ^i^f , uid not inbeivg.kifled by hvpyovpself. 3?^^^ 
iinare, thea, of confonndUg tfte capred name of hoaour vi^ 
tl^ IwliarouB prejodi^, W^ch so^IyecM ereiy. fi^tve to tbe 
deciuoa of theawordjand is oqly adapted to make kob do-. 
riDgyiUaiwi Will it be saidthis custom may .be. made.^^ of 
a« a snpplement to the rules of probi^ ? Wherever piolii^ 
prevails, U not locfa a supplement useless ? And what sh^U 
b^ snd to the man who exposes Ids life ia jorder. to be ^- 
omptedfrom being ri^ons ? Do^ounotsef tlmt:the c^rimes^ 
wUch 4hame and a sense of honour have not prevented, are 
scracoed and m^ltiplied by.a taist shame, and th^ fear of re- 
proach? It u this fear which ma^s men hTpocrites and )i. 
ars : itis.this which makes them imbrue their hands, iq jthe 
blood\of their friends, for, an idle wocd, whiph ought t«t be 
forgotten,; erfor^ merited reproach, which they ought pa- 
tiently ;t0 Buflei. It is th^s which tran^omu the abu4«] rad 
faarful maid into an inferaal^iiry,;. itis tliis- lyhjch arms the 
baud of the mother against the -tender fruit of — ^ — I shudder 
at.tl^ boi^bleidea, and giye. thanlu at least to that Being 
vhOMVch^t pie heart, thfthe hathtuoisbedf^rfrom mjne 
a sense of ihat.^abolical honour, which in^Hres nothing .li^t 
wic)£edneKp,:aad m^es bunaqity treipble. 

Look into yourself, tlierefore,and consider whether it, bO' 
permitted yon to make a deliberate attempt on the life. of a 
roan, and expose yours to satisfy a barbarous and fatal no- 
tion, which has no foundation in reason or nature. ConsL 
der whether the sad reflection of the blood' epil on such 
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occuioDB can cease to cry oat for reDgeaiiee on hkt who has' 
spilt it. Doyovluioir any ciima eqsal to wilful nnrder ? 
If httnanity also be the basis of erary nrtae, what iaust be 
Aougbt of the man whose blood. tliirety and depraved dispo. 
sHion prompts him to seek the life of bis fellcnr.creatare ? 
^DoyoaremenibeTwhatyonhBTftyoarself said to mej against 
enteriag intofoieign service! Hare yoo forgot that a good 
dtizen owes his life to liis conntry, and has not a right to dis- 
pose of it, without the permission of its laws, and modi less 
in direct opposition io them ? O, my friend, if yon have a 
riacere regard for virtne, learn to parsne it in Its own Way, 
aod not in the ways of the world. I will own some slight 
inconvenimce may arise from it; but is the word virtne no 
more to you than an empty sound J-ijuid WlU yon practise It 
only when it costs you no trouble ? I will ask, howerer, in 
what will sniA incoliTeoience condst ? In the wUspers of a 
set of idle or wicked people, who seek only to amnse theth- 
■elres with the mlsfortntieB of others, and have always some 
new tde to pMpagate. A pretfy motive truly, to engage 
men to cnleach other's throats 1 If the jdiUosopher and man 
of sense legnlato their behaviour, on the most important 
occasions of life, by the idle talk of the moltitode, to what 
purpose is atl their parade of stndy, when th^ are at last no 
better than the vulgar i Dare yOn not sacrifice your resent, 
metit to duty,to esteem, to friendship, for fear it should be 
sdd yon are afraid of death i Weigh well these circum- 
stances, my good friend, and I am convinced yon will find 
more cowardice in the fear of that reproach than in tiie fear 
of death. The braggard, the coward, wonld, at all hnsards, 
pass for brave men ; 

Ma Tierace •oahr, ben che negUtto, 
E'ldiH Itetto a $eJrcggio atiai cliiaiv. 
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Is still the .som^aadfiwB >ffinats respected. 

He who aflfects toaeetdeaA with oot fear, isallar. All' 
TOMifeai to die; Itka 'lair wAfa alt seuible b«in^, without 
which erery specieB of mortali . would bodd be dea traced. % 
This fear Is th« aiBiple«iiMtion of nature, and that Dot io it. 
wlf indiflereHt, batjnst, and caiifomabla to the order of 
tUngs. An that' renders tt Shanefol ior folamedtble, is, that 
<itma7««inetlia«8.prereat.asframdolBg good, and the proper 
discharge of our duty. If cowardice were tio dtutacle to 
Tirtne, it would aeaae to ba a rice.' Whoerer is more' at^ 
tached to lift thas to liU dntf , t owb, csasot be trnly^ rirtti- ' 
«!»; 'butcaa yoa, who f>4i^ youiielf on acting rationally, 
ezpIsintB ms what sort of merit there U is braving death in 
order tdlw'gaUty of acrimet 

fist^ tildas it for granted Hat a man expoiei himself to 
oBBtfimptiK vefolnga challenge; which coiitenipt is most' 
tolM fcared, that of others for doing t'l^t, or that of oar.' 
selros for having acted wroiigt Believe me, he who has a 
proper ^ttoem tor IjEouelf, is little sensible to the nnjdst re- 
proach cast on him by others, and la only afraid of deserving 
H. Probity and virtue depend not on the oiunion of the' 
wai1d,'hat on the natare of fhings ; and thongh all mankiDd 
should afqwoTo' of the action you are about, it wontd not be 
less slwmefQt in itself. But it Is a blse notion, that to re. 
fraiA fmm it, throng a vtrtuons mbtlre, wonld be brining 
yenrs^ into contempt. The rirtaous man, whose whole life 
Is Irreproachable, and who never betrayed any muks of 
co4w^ce, will refuse to stain his hands with blood, and 
wHl be only the more respected for soch refusal. Always 
ready to serve his country, to protect the weak, to discharge 
his duty oathe mostdangbronsoceadons, andto defald, in' 
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eTei7 joit and reaunuible came, wlut is dear to him, at the 
hazard of h« life, he diipUya throi^out the whole-of hU 
conduct that unshaken fortitode which is inseparablB from 
trae courage. Animated bf tiie testimony of a good con- 
science, he appears nndaonted, and n^itfaler Aim from, nor 

J seeks his enemy. . It Is easily observed that he fears less to 
di? than to act tnsely ; tlut he dreads tlte crime, but sot tlie 
danger. If at any time the mean prejudices of the woiid 
raise a damonr agaiiast liim, the conduct of. hit wtole life is 
his testimony^ and erery actioo Is approred by a beltavionr so . 
ooiformly irreproachable. 
. fint do you know whit nukes this moderation so paiofol 
totlie generality 4>f men ! . It is the dlfficvdty of supporting it 
with propriety. It m die necessity they lie under of never, 
impeaching it by an unworthy action : for if the fe<tr of do- 
ing 31 does not restrain men in one cu^i^ why should tt. in 
another, where that restraint taay be attributed to ^more 
natural modve ? Hence^itis plalnit does not prtceed from 
virtue, but cowardice ;, and it is with justice that awch. scni* 
[ries are laughed at,-ai ajtpear pnly in cases of dimger. ffitve 
yon not obserredthatjwreonB captions, and ready to al^ut 
others, are, for the BW>Bt part, bad men, who, for fear of ha> 
Ting the CMitempt in which they are uoitersally held, pub- 
licly exposed, eRdeavonr to screen, by some honourable 

. quarrels, the infamy of their lires : Is it. for you to imitate 
such wretches as these i Let us set aside meq of a military 
profession, who sell thdr blood for pay ; and wlto, unwimng 
to be degraded from Ouar nvSf, calculate from their interest 
what they owe to their.hopour, and know, to a shilling the 
value of dieir lives. Let us, my friend, Inave these g«itle- 
men to their fighting. NofJung it less honourable than diat 

f honour about which they make such a noise, and which is no- 
thing more tlutn an atnurd custom, « false imitation of virtue. 
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vbicili piiclw itwU in ths greatest ciiiMi. Tour bouour U 
not in the power of wwUier: it depeadfl OD yQanalf, and 
not on ths c^iiuQU of (he world j' ito defence U neither in 
tlw swQid Dor ttie bupkkr, bvt ia a life of integrity and yir. 
tue} «. proof of greater eourag^.tivw tP brave d^adi iaa. 
dael. 

Os t)i«w principles you m«f reconcile tiie encomiaiiu I 
]iaT« alwaj ■ beitoKed on tni« Talow^ with lite contempt I 
^TO ai amabuiitiy. dtpitited for the base preteKders to cbu^ 
rfgc. i admins men «f spirit, and . iHt« cowards ; I would 
break with a pusillaniinau lover, who should betny the want 
ilf a.prvper resolution ia cases of dai^r^ and tUnk, with^ 
^restofwysex, tbatti^earilovrsof true cOmrsige heighten 
^hofiaitf love, BntI would have sodt cpnrage'exerted only 
on Wwfitl occasicKis, and not an idle puade made «f it, -whea 
it is atinece»ai7, as if there was soine (eat of not having it 
teady whea it should be ngatled for. — Tbece ace cowards 
wlio will make one ^ott to exert their courage, that they 
may have a pretence to avoid danger the rest of their lives. 
Tnia fortitude is more constant, and lew inpetuoas ; it is 
always what it ought to be, and wants K«itlier thA spar nor 
the rein ; tiie man of .real nw^jininiity carries it always 
about him ; in fightoig he exerts it against his enemy, in com- 
jiany against calamny and falsehood, and on a sick-bed against 
the attacks of pun, and the horrors of death. Tliat forti. 
tilde of mind which inspires true courage, is ^ways ex«rt^ ; 
it places virtue out of the reach of events^ «nd does not con- 
sist in biaviOg danger, but in not fearing it. Such, my 
friend, is the merit of that courage J bav^ often commended, 
and which I would admjre in yon. All other pteteoces to 
bravery are wild^ extravagant, and brutal; it is even cow. 
udic^ to submit to them; aoA I 'despise as much the man 

Vol. I. K 
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vbo ruM Unuelf into needleu dftnger, u Um nho turn hh 
bock oa tiut which tie ought to cncoonter. 

If I ant not mndi mUtaken, I h&Te nov mide it dear, 

ibat, ia tbii y onr qnarrel with Jjord B , yonr ewn fao- 

Boar ii not at all coKcerned ; that yon bring mineiD quei. 
tiott by drawing yaai iword to arenge it ; tint such coadoct 
is neither jint, reaaonable, oor lawfal ; that it by-no meana 
■greet with the sentimeati yon prol^, but belongs oalj to 
bad men, who make use of their courage as a mpplement to 
Tirtues tbey do IfOt possess^ or to oCcers tliat fight not for 
boDonr but iotereit ; that there ia more tnie cotirage in dew 
qiinng thaa adopting it ; that the Incoareniences to which you 
ezpoK yourself by re}eotiiig it, are inaepaidle from the prac. 
^ tjce of your dutyi and are more B[^reat than real ; in fine, 
that men who ue mert. ready to recur to the sword, are aL 
w^ys those of Qm moat snspicioni characters. From alt 
wliich I conclude, that yon cannot either gire or accept a 
cbdienge on this occasion, without giTing up at once the 
cause of reason, Twtue, honour, and Eknsa. CuiTass my 
arguneDts as you please, heap sophism on sophism as you 
will, it will be always fotmd that a mw of true courage is 
not a cowardj and that a man of virtue cannot be without 
honour, ■ And I think I baTe demonstrated as clearly, that a 
man of true courage desi^ses, and a man of virtue abhors, 
duelling. 

I thought proper, my friend, in to serious and important 
an afialr, to speak to you only the plain language of reason^ 
and to rqueseot things simply as they are. If I would hare 
described them as they a[^sr to me, and engaged itbe pas* 
Eions and huninity in the cause, I should have addressed yon 
in a different style. You know that my tatherbad the nis. 
fortune, in his yonth, to kill his antagonist in a duel; that 
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Wntagoiilst was kii friend ; tkej fougllt wltfi r^gnt, Inif wem 
obliged fo it hy that sbsnrd ootiitB of « potAt of honour. 
Tkat flUal blow, wUch deprired A« om of life, nAbed tbc 
odier of Iiii pe4C« of miod for ever. From tiimt time fau tbe 
moit crari remone inceasontlf preyed aa Us heart ; he Is 
dften beud to li^ aod weep in priT&te : hife intg^ttlmi 
■tiB repfcseats to him the fhtal steel, tiirnst hf hit enld hand 
faito tihe breast of the man he lored : his slombers are dli* 
torbed by the appearances of his pale and bleeding friend ; 
he loobi with terror on tiie mortal wonnd : he endeavonrs 
to stop the blood that flows from it :. he is seized urith horror, 
and cries out, Wilt this corpse never cease panning me I 
Itis fire years since he lost (he only sapport of his name, and 
hope of his family ; since when he has reproached himself 
with hts death, as a just judgment from heaT^ which aven- 
ged on him the loss of that nnhappy father, whom be de- 
prived of an only son. 

I must confess that all this, added to my nataral aversion 
to cruelty, fills me with sach horror at dnels, that I regard 
titem as Instances of the lowest degree of bmtality into which 
mankind can possibly descend. I look apon those who go 
cheerfttlly to a dnel, in no otiier light than ta wild l>e«tts going 
to tear each other to pieces ; and, If there remains the least 
sentiment of hamanify wHbin them, I think the mordered 
less to be pitied than tiie murderer. Observe those men who 
ire aecnstomed to this horrid practice ; they Only brave re- 
morse, by stifling the voice of DBtnre'; tiiey grow by degrees 
crnel and insenrible ; they sport with the lives of others, and 
Aeir pnntahment for baring turned a deaf ear to humanity, 
is to lose at length every sense of it. How shocking must be 
snch a sitnatioa 1 Is it pbssilde you can desire to be like 
ttem ? No, yon were never made for snch a state of '<ktest> 
nbl* bmtali^ : be carefnl of the first st^ that leads to it ; 
K 2 
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foax mind' b yet tmdepiaTed sod innocent } begin not to 
debMe it, at the hazard of your life, hy an attempt tiutt Ins 
na.virtue, a crime that has no temptation,' and a pointvf 
kODOor founded only on absnrdi^. 

I have said notlung to yon of your Elolia ; ihfr will boa 
gainer^ no doubt, by leaTlng yovr heart to £p«ak for, her. 
One «ord, only one- word, and I leara her to yon. Yon 
hdve sometinieB honanred me with the endearing name- of 
^fe i perh^M I' ought at Ais time to bear tliat of moAer. 
Will yo'u leare me a widow before we are legally united f 

P. S. I make nse of an authority in tlus letter which no 
pmd^t man erer resbted. If yon refuse to sabinit to it, I 
have nothing further to say to yon : but think of. it weU 
beforehand. Take a week's time fpr reflection, and to me. 
ditate on this important subject. It is not for any particiilar 
reason I demand this delay, but for my' own pleasure. Re. 
member, I make nse only, on this occasion, of a right 
which yon yourself have given me over you, and which ex- 
tends at least to what I now require. 



LETTER LVIIi: 

FROM ELOISA TO LORD B . 

1 HATE no intention, in writing to your Lordship, t* 
aconee or complain of yon ; since yon are pleased to affrwit 
me, I must certainly be the offender, though I may be 
ignorant of my o&nce. W-ouId any gentleman seek to dis- 
honour a reputable family without a cause ? Surely no ; 
therefore s^sfy your revenge, if you believe it just. TKs 
letter will fnmish yon witb an easy method of mining an 
unhappy girl, who can never forgive herself for having 
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offanded ytm, and who cammits to jonr diicretion that 
honour which yon intend to blast. Yes, my Lord, your 
imputation were jnst ; I have a lover, whom I sincerely 
love ; my heart, my peffion, ore entirely hii, and death 
only can dissolve oor union. This lover is the very man 
whom you honour with your friendship, and he deserves.it^ 
because he loves youj and is virtuous. Nevertheless, he 
mutt peridi by j^onr band. Offended honour, I know, can- 
be a^wasedonl^ by a human sacrifice. I know that his own 
courage will prove his destruction. I am convinced that, in 
a combat in which yon have so little to fear, his intrepid 
heart will impatiently rush upon the point of your award. I 
have endeavoured to restrain his inconsiderate ardonr, by 
the power of reason ; but, alas 1 even whilst I was writioj[, 
I was cMiscioas of the inutility of my arganeDtB : Whatopi. 
nion soever I may have of his virtue, I do not believe it so 
sublime, aa to detach him from a &lse point of honour. Yeu 
may safely anticipate Uie pleasure yon will have in piercing 
tile heart of your friend : but, be assured, 1l>arharous man, 
that you shall never enjoy that of being witness to my tears 
and my despair. No, I swear by that, sacred flame which 
fills my whole heart, that I will not survive one siniile day 
the man for whom alooe I breathe ! Yes, Sir, j'on will reap 
the gloiy of having, in one Instant, sent to the grave two 
unhappy lovers, whose offence was not intentional> and by 
whom you were honoured and esteemed. 

I have heard, my Iiord, that j'ou have a great soul, and 
a feeling heart : if these will allow you the peaceful e^joy. 
ment of your revenge. Heaven grant, when I am no more, 
that they may inipire yon with some compassion for my poor 
dlsGonsoIate parents, whose grief for thdr only child will 
endure fof ever ! 

K S 
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LETTER UX. 

FROM MR. OBBE, TO ELOISA. 

I icjzt the Gnt moment, in obedience to your commamls, 

to r«ider an account of m; proceeding*. I an tins instant 

returned ^m my rialt to Lord B , who ii not yet able 

to walk withont support I gaye him your letter, which h^ 
opened with impatience. He ihow«d some emotion wUIe he 
was reni£ng : he pansed ; read it a second time, and tha 
Bgitalion of his mind wu then more apparent. When he had 
done, these were his words : '* Tou know. Sir, that qffiiirr 
of honour have their Jised rulety ahich canmol be dit, 
putted with, you were a witnesi to ahat patted in thit'. 
It mutt be regular lif determined. Choose two of gout 
friendly and give yourtelf the trouble to return with thetn 
hither io-morrote morning ; andgou ikalt then tnoa my 
retolution." I nrged th« improprie^ of naUng oOiers ac- 
qoainted with an affair which had happened among onnelTes. 
To which he hfutily replied ; 1 hneiB ukat ought to be 
done J and thtdl act properly. Bring gour two friends, 
or I have nothing to tag to gou." I then took my leave, 
and IttTe «Ter since raided my brain, inefectoally, to pene- 
trate into hb dengn. Be it as it wiQ, I shall see you this 
evening, xnd, to.morrow, shall act as yon may mdrise. If 
you think proper that I should wait on his Lordship, with my 
■tlendants, I will take Care to choose such as may be de^ 
ponded on, at all erentst 
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LETTER LX. 

TO ELOISA. 

La.y aside f aar fean, my gentle Eloisa ; and, from the 
followi)>g reciUl of what hu happened, know and partake ol 
the sentimeata of your friend. 

I wai so full of indignalioo when I received yovT last 
letter, tint I could hardly read It with the attention it de- 
served. I diotdd hare made fine work - in attempting to re. 
fate it .* I was then too rash and inconridente. You maj 
be in the right, said I to myself, hut I will never be per- 
■■ad^ to put up with aa aSront injuriont to my Eloisa. 
Xhongli I vere to lose yon, and even die' in a wrong cause, 
I wiU nerer suSer any one to shew yoB less respect than is 
your due : but whilst I have life, you shall be revered by all 
that approach yon, even as my own heart reveres yon. I 
did not hesitate, however, on the week's delay yon required : 
the accident which had happened to Lord B— — , and my 
TOW of obedience, concurred ia rendering it necessary. la 
the mean tinie, being resolved, agreeably to your commands, 
to enpb^ that interval ia meditating on the sutgect of yoar 
letter, I read it over again and again^ and am reflecting on it 
continually; not with a view, Irawever, to change my de- 
sign, butto justify it. 

I had it in my hand tins momis^, perusing again, wttb 
some uneasiness of mind, those too sensible and judicious 
arguments tliat made against me ; when somebofly knocked a1 
the door of my chamber. It was opened, and immediately 
entered Lord B ■ ■, without his sword, leaning on bis cane ; 
he was followed by three gentlemen, one of whom I observed 
to lie Mr. Orbe. Surprized at so unexpected a visit, J 
waited, silently, for the cousequeace, when my Lord re. 
K 4 
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quoted of me a moment's andieoce, vtd begged leare to lay 
BQd do u he pleased without interruption. — " You must 
(laf B he) giTe me your express permission : the prewnce of 
these gentlemeo, who are your friends, will escose yon from 
any supposed indiscretion." I promised, without hesitatiMi, 
not to intermpt him, when, to my great astcHiishittent, his 
lordship immediately fell upon his knee. Surprized at seetalg 
Um Id m<A an attitude, I would have raised him np ; bnt^ 
after potting me-in mind of my promise,- ii« proceeded in the 
foUowiog words i <* t am come, Sr, openly to retraet tlw 
abase, which, When In liquor, I uttered in your company.' 
The iiQHBtice of sucli behayiovr renders it more iajnrions to 
me than to yon ; and, therefore, I ooght, pnblicly, to At. 
arow it. I submit to whatever ponirtimeDt yon please 4e 
inflict on me, nftd shall not'tluBk my. ItoBour re.ei1atdiriHd 
tUl my ftnit is rep^red, — Then grant me the pardon I oakj 
on what conditions yon think fit, and restore me your friend- 
ghip,"— -" Hy I.ord, (retnmcd I,) Z hare the truest sense 
ofyonr generosi^ and greatness of mind, and take a plea> 
' sure in.distingubhing between the disconrw which your heart 
dictates, and that which may escape yon when you are not 
yourself : let that la question be for erer forgotten." I im- 
mediafeiy raised him, and fidllng into mj arms, he cordially 
embraced me. — Then, turning about to the company, " Gen- 
tlemen, (said he,) I thank you fer yonr compldsaoce. Meit 
of honour, like you, (added he, with a bold air, and restate 
(one of Toice, ) know that he who thus repairs the iiQury he 
has done, will not submit to receive an iiQury from any man. 
Ton nu^ publish jrhat you have seen." He tbeo iDTEtcd all 
of ns to sup with htm this evening, and the gentlemen left xtt. 
We were no sooner alone, than his Lordship embraced me 
again, in a more tender and friendly manner ,* then, taking 
me by the hand, and seattltg himself down liy me, *' Bapi^ 
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Btto, ((aid lie,) nia^ 70a l<»| enjoy 0» felici^ f oil demcM ; 

the heart of Elolia ii yonn, vtajym be txtth !* — '* What 

do yottmoHi, nj Lord? (aaid I, iDtemiptiag Um,) hare 
you lost your lansei J"~-*^No, (returned he, Bmilinf,) but 
JwaiTery near losing them, and itbad^ pertups, been^aU 
over with me, if. she who took, them away liad not restored 
tbnii.'^' He th^n gare me a letter that I was sarprized totee 
written by:a hand, which, nerer, before, wrote to any man 
bat nyself. What emotions did I f^l in its perowl'l I 
tr^edthe patsioD of. an tnconipuable woman, who wonld 
make a .sacrifice of herself to save her lorer;. and I dis> 
COTered Eloiia. Bnt, when I caqe to the passage wherein 
she protests she would nnor snrrive tiie most .fortnnata 
of men, how did I not shudder at the davgers I had 
esc^tedl I could not help complaiiung that. I was lo*(4 
loo. well, .and' my fears convinced me. yon are mortaJ, 
Ah I restore me. that courage, of wJticb^on have deprived 
me 1 i had enoogfa to set death at defiance, when it 
ttreatenedv only myself, .bnti shmnk when my. Iwtter half 
WU ia danger, 

. WbBe I waiindulglDg myself in these cnwl-.reflections, 
LpaidlitileattnitioiLtohis Lordship's ditcoarte, till I heard 
tte Bam»or'Elo«a. Hif conMrs&lian.gaTe me pleaanre, as 
it ^ not escite my jealousy. He seened extremely to re< 
gretUrfiaTiagdisturbed our matualpassionand your repose i 
he respects you, indeed,, beyond any ether-'woman in (he 
mrid ; and, being asljamed to. excuse himself to you, begged 
■n to rec»te hit apology in yonr name, . aodto preT^I ob 
yon to acc^tit. ** I conuder you (says he) as her repre- 
sentatiTe, and cannot hnmhie myself too much to one. she 
lores ; ' bdng incapable, withoat haiiug compromised this 
•flair, to> address myself personally to her, or even «neDtton 
ber naate to yon." H« frankly confeHed. to /oe he had 
K 5 
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eDt«rt«in«d for yaa tiiose seatuieiiU wUc& everf one mnit 
do wlio looks on Eloisa ; bnttfaatliia wurmtlwr a tender Kd- 
nintlQii tliui lure ; tliat lie bad formed neitber hope noa 
pretenlon, but kad ^en ap al) thot^hU of ettber, oa 
hearing of par conne^ns ; and tbxt the injarioai diaconiM 
wfaith escaped Ua wis the effect of Itqoor^ aad not of 
jmioaty. He talked of love Uhe a f^ofoplter, who thinkl 
hit mind anperior to the paiskms ; bat, for my part, I aa 
mistaken if be has not alreadjr felt a paiuon^ which will pre- 
vent aD]r oUwr froDi tafctiig de^ root in bis braast. He 
nlstakcia-weakaflMAfbeait for Reflect of reason ; but I 
know that to 1dv« Eloba, and be wilUng to renonnce her, i> 
not amwig.lhe viifHCB of hnnun aatwe. 

He d«iired ne to gire hnn the hittoiy of onr amonr, and 
an account of the eaases whidi preveatod our happiness. I 
Itioo^t that, after the eicplkitness irf yonr lettn, a partial 
confidence migbt be dangeront aad DUreasonable. I made it 
therefore complete, and he listened to me witb an attentio* 
that oonnoced. n» of his ^cerity. More than raice I mw 
the tears cone Info Ifis eyes, while hti heart seemed -mast 
teadetly ^ected : aborc all, I obterrM the powerlU im. 
pmtioni which the triamphs of rirtna mad« on his mind ; 
and 1 pleased myself in harfaig ruaed np for Claud Anet n 
new protector, no less zealons than yonr father. When i 
^■d done, "There ore neither inddenti nor odTMitnMa 
(»sid.lie) in what yon hare related, and yet the catastrophe 
ef a romance could not equally afiect me ; so wdl is a want 
Bf variety atoned for by sentiments, andofstifting aetiona 
■applied by instances of a virtDOns bebanonr, Yonrs ara 
inch extraordinary miads, that they are not to be guded by 
common mles : yonr happineis is not to be attained id the 
tame mamer, nor is it of thesante^kedn with that of others* 
They seek pawer and pre.«nihMace ; yon re<|wre Only tender^ 
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new aod tnnqvUlity . Then U blsnded with j'vor aSetGoia 
ft virtatni emnlBtiwi, Omt devBtei both : ud 70a would b» 
leu dwerriag of each ntho', if yoa were aot jnstaaUj in- 
tove. Bat lore, (be pcenmed to >«)',) will, onedej, Ion 
Um power (br^Te bin, Eloiift, that bla^benaai espmsloii^ 
■pokea io the -igBarance of his hesrt) > the power of 1ot« 
(nid he) will ope da; be I«|tf while that of rirtue will re> 
Huio.". 0, iBf Eloinl may oar virtue* bat snbNit as loi}g 
U onr km 1 HeaTen will reqnire no more. 

In fine, I fonnd diat tbe phik»oj^eal iofleiitHlitj Of his 
natioo had no ininenee owt tbe natiml humanity ot thii 
boneit Engliihtnan, bat that Us heart was reallr tnteivfted 
in our difficnltiei. If wealth and credit can be usefnl to m,' 
I believe we hare Mine reason to depmd on hit senke. tfnt, 
alas 1 how shall credit or riches operate to make na kappjr i 

This interview, la which we did not coiuit the hoars, 
lasted till dinner-time. I ordered a pullet fer diiiher, after 
whidi we continaed onr diiceune. Among other topics, 
we Cell opon the step his Lordship had tabes with r^ard to 
a^ftelf, in tbe moraii^, on which I conld Aot help expresung 
my nrpiise at a procedare so solemn nod nncomOon Bat, 
repeatii^ the maons he had ^ready given me, be added^ 
that to give a partial satitfactioa was naworthy a man of 
eonrafe : that he ougfat to make a complete one, or none at 
•U, lest be ibould only debase himself, wHhoat making any 
Mparatioa ; anJ lest a concession made lavolnntarily, and 
with an ill -grace, should 1>e attributed to fear. . Besides (con> 
tinned he) my r^nUtion is established ; i can do yon justice 
vrithont incurring the saspicion of cowardice ; but you, who 
are yonng, and jast beginning the world, ought to clear 
yonnelf so well of the first aflkir yon are engaged in, as to . 
tempt no one t^ involve yon in a second. The vrorid is full 
«r those artfnl cowards, who are apon the catch, as one may 
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tty, to Uste their man ; tlMt Is, to find out lome gtoitef 
coward Uiui themHlres to shew their vaJonr upon. 1 iroald 
SkTeamut of honour, like yon, the tronble of chutidng 
■ack icoimdrds ; I had rather, tf they want a letson, that 
they should take it of me than you ; for one quarrel, nor« 
or leu, on the hands of a man Who has already had muiy, 
tignifiet nothing ; whereas, it is a kind of disgrace to nan 
had but one, and the lorer of Eloisa should be exHnpt 
from it." 

This is, in abstract, my long conversation with Lord 

S ; of which I tliongfat proper to give yon an account, 

that yon nught prescribe tiie manner in which I ought to be. 
have to him. 

As you ought now to b« composed, chase from yoiir mlnd^ 
I conjure yon, those dreadful appniienEnons which hare 
fonud a place there for some days past. Think of the care 
yon shoald take in die uncertainty of your present con- 
dition. — ^Oh I shonld yon soon give me life in a third Hieing I 
Should a channing pledge — Too flattering hope ! dost tlioa 
come ag^n to deceivD me f — I wish 1 I fear I I an ioitin 
perjriexity 1 Oh I thon dearest cliamier of my heart, let us 
lire but to lore, and let Heaven dispose of ns as it may. 

P. S. I forgot to tell yon that my Lord (^red me yosr 
letter, and Qud I made no difficult of takiOg it ; tUnking it 
improper that it should remain in the hands of a third pea»t^ 
I will return it yon the first thnc I tee yon : for, as to mysetf^ 
I hate no occasion for it ; tt ii' deeply engntTcn in my 
heart* 
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LETTER LXI. 

FROM ELOISA. 

Bbixo my Lord B~—~ hither (o-morrov^ that I may 
throw myself at his feet, as he has done at yours. What 
greatness of mind I What generosity ! Oh ! how little do 
we seem, compared to Mm ! Preserre so ineitimable a friend 
u yoa wonld the apple of your eye. Perhaps he wonld be 
less Talnable, were he of s more eTen temper; was there 
erer a man withont some rices, who liad great virtnes ! 

A thousand dtgtressei of TarlonS kinds had sank my spiritc 
to the lowest ebb; bnt your letter has rekindled my ex. 
tiDgnislied hopes. In dissipating my fears, It has rendered 
my anxiety the more supportable. T feel now I hare strength . 
eBOvgh to bear np under it. Yon live, yon lore me ; nei. 
ther your own, nor the blood of yoar friend has been spift^ 
and your honoor is senired; I am not then completely 
miserable. 

Fail not-to meet me to<morrow. I never had to mach' 
reason for seeing yon, nbr BO little hope of having that plea, 
sure long. Farewell, my dear friend ; insteadof saying, Let 
ns lire bnt to love, yoa should hare saidj alas ! Let na lore 
that we may live. 



. LETTER, LXn. 

FBOH CLARA. 

Most I be always, my dear couud, nnder the necessity 

of performing the most disagreeable offices of friendship ? 

Must I always, in the bitterness of my own heart, be giviog 

affliction to yours, by cruel intelUgence i Our lentimenta^ 
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aiMS 1 Are the nme, and* 7011 m« Mnsible I can glv« no neir • 
nneauiKM to yoa, wUch 1 bn* not fint experienced myself. 
Ob 1 that I could but conceal jonr misfortnne witboot in. 
creasing it I or that a friencUiip Uke aire were not ai binding 
as l0Te I How retdilj night I throw off tliat diagrin I >■ 
Boir obliged to commDnlciUe 1 Lut ni^it, irhen tlie caaeari 
was orer, and yonr motber aod jou wer« gone borne, in 
compad)' with your friend and Mr. Orbe, our two fatbeft 
and Lord B-- — were left ta talk politics t<^tber ; tlie dih 
BgreeaUeneu of the. lulgect, of wUch indeed I am qnU* 
inrfeited, laon mode me retire to njr own chamber. In, 
abont half an honr, I beard the name of yoar friend repeated 
with MMne Tebemence ; on which I fonnd the conTersatim 
had chang^ its subject, and therefore listeiied to it witfc 
soDie attention ; when I gathered, bj what feUowsd, tiutt 
his Lordship bad Ventnr«d to propo|e a match between yoa 

- asd f onr friend, whom he hankly called his, and on whom, 
u twdi, he ofierod to make « laitaUe settlemeot. Voar 
AkAer rejected the proposal with disdain, and npontkat tte 
cwirertatlaB b«gan to grow warn, " I must tell you. Sir, 
(add my Lord,) that, notwithstanding yovr prejadioei, he ii 
of all men the most worthy of her, and parhapt the matt 
likely to make her happy. He has recesTed from natnre 
every gift that is independent of the world : and has embd., 
^' lished them by aK those talents which depended on hiniMlft 
He is jmang, tall, well.made, and Ingennons : he has tb* 

' adrantages of education, sense, manners, and conrage ; ha 
hu a ine genius and a sound mind ; what then does be re. 
quire tomake himwortby (rf your danger ; Is it a fortune? 
He shall hare one. A third part of my own will make Um 
the richest man of (bis coostty : nay, I will give bim, if It 
be necessary, the half. rPaes be want a title L Ridiculons 
pretogatiTe, in a conatry where nobility is more traublesoma , 
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tfafto oteftil I [B at donbt it not, he is noble i not that his do* 
bilitf is made out in writing npon an old pucliiii«at, bnt iti* 
engnren in indelible chancters on Us heart, fin a word, if 
yoa prefer the dictates of reason and sense to groandleM 
prejudices, and if yon lore yom danghter better than emptj' 
titles, yon will give her to him.'ti 

On this your Inther expressed himself in a violent pngiioii; 
be treated the prt^sal u al»ard nnd ridicnlont. *' How 1 
my Lord 1 (said he) is it possible a man of honour, as yo^ 
ue, can entertain such a tiion^t, that tite last inrnTiDg 
branch of an illnstrions family should go to lose and dcjgrade 
its name, in that of nobody knows who : a feUow without 
home, and reduced to subsist npon charity i" — " HoM, Sir, 
(intermpted my Lord,) you are speaking of my friend ; cob> 
sider that I must take upon myself ereiy injary done him n 
my conspany, and that inch language as is iojnriou to a man 
of h^raur, is more so to him who makes use of it Snch 
fethut are more respectable than all the country 'squires i^ 
Europe ; and 1 defy you to pirint out a more honourably 
way to fbrtnne, than by acceptiog the debts of esteem or the 
gifts of friendship. If my friend does notlrace his descent, 
U you do, . from a tong and doulitfal succes^on of aacestpra, 
be wHl hty (he feoBdadan, and be the hcnonr of l^s own 
bonse; asthefirst ofyouranceetors did thatof youHs, Can 
yon think yourself dishonoured Iiy your alliance to the head 
of yonr family, witlioat faUing trader tlie contempt you bare 
for him 7(How many gi<eat fiimilics would sink Bffua into 
oUiTlpn, tf we respected only those which descended from 
trw,\y respectable origioab jj^udge of tbe past hy the present } 
lor two or three bonest citiiHis ennobled by Tirtuons means^ 
a thousand knaves find every day the way to aggrandise 
tbemselres and bmiUes. ^ut to what end serves that no. 
tnHty, of which tiieir descendants are so proud, unless it Im 
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to proTe the iojnstice and infaiiiy or tlieir anceaton ?* Thftre 
are, I tnost confess, a great number of bad men among tho 
common people ; bnt ihfe odds are always twenty to one 
against a gentleman, that he is descended from a scoundrel. 
Let us, if yon viill, set aside descent, and compare only 
merit and ntility. Yon hare borne arms in the service and 
pay of a foreign prince ; his father fought without pay in the 
■errice of bis country. If you liave well served, yonbore 
been well paid ; and, whateVer honour yon may hare ac- 
quired by arms, a hundred plebeians majr have ' acquired 
Rtill'niore. 

' L" In what consiets the honour, then, (cohtinned my Lord} 
of that nobility of which you are so tenacious I flow does it 
B&ct the glory of one's country, or the good of numkitid ? 
A mortal enemy to liberty and the laws, what did it «tct 
produce in most of those countries where it has flouridt^, 
bit the rod of tyranny, and the oppresrioa of the people ? 
Will yOn presume to boaef, in a reputtlie, of a rank that ifl 
destructiTe to virtue and hnaanify ? of a rank tbit- nnka 
Its boast of slavery, and wherein men blu^ to.be men I 
Read the annals of your' own country ; what hare any of tha 
nobility merited of her i Were arty of her delirerers noblei i 
The Fttrsfs, the Tellt, the Stouffacherr, #ere they geiu 
tiemen ?' What then is that absurd honour abvnt which yon 
make BO much noise ?^ 

' Think, niy dear, whSt I snterei'to hear this re. 
iptctible man thus injore,- by an ilI.Concert«d application, 
€ie cause of that friend whom he endeavoured to' serve. 
Your father being irritated by so many gelUng, thoDgb 

. * Titular grants are not very common in the present age, ex- 
cept those which are bought, or are obtained by placemen! the 
most honourable appendage to which, that I know of, is the 
privilege of not beiog hanged. 
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general invectiTeB, strora to retort them bf personal ones. H« 
told hU Lordship plainly, that never any man of his condiUoD 
talked in the manner which he had done. '* Trouble not yoor- 
■elf to plead another's cause (added he, ronghly) ; honoar-' 
able as yon are styled, I doubt much if yon could make your 
oirn good, on the subject in question. Yon demuid iny 
daughter for your pretended, friend, without knowing whe- 
ther you are yourself an equal match for her ; and I know . 
enough of the English nobility to entertwn, from yonr dis- 
course, a Tery indifferent opinion of yours." 

To this his Lordship answered; ** Whateveryou may ddnk 
of me, Sir, I shouI4 he Tery sorry to be able to giVe no other 
proof of my merit than the name of atnaa who died fin 
hundred years ago. If yon knoirthe noliHity of England) 
yonknow thatitlitheteastprqndiced, best informed, most 
lendble, and brafest of all Enrope ; after which it is need* 
less to ask whether it be the most andent ; for, when T» 
talk of what is, we nerer mind what has been. We are 
not, it is true, the tiarei, but the friends of our prince; not 
Ab oppressors of a people, bat their leaden. TheguartCant 
of liberty, the pillar* of our conntry, and the support of til* 
throne ; we m^ntaia an equilibrium between tiie people and 
the king. Our tint regards are doe to tiie naHon, our se- 
cond to him that guverns : we consult not his will, but Us 
just prerogatire. Supreme judges in the House of Peers, 
and sometimes legislators, we render equal justice to the king 
and people, and suffer no one to say, God and my tnord, 
but only God and my right. 

" Such, Sir, (condoned he) is that respectable nobility 
with which you ore unacquainted ; as ancient as any other, 
but more proud of its merit than of its snceston. I am ono 
not the lowest io rank of that illastrious order, and beliere, 
whaterer be your pretensions, dut I am yonr equal in ereir 
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lej^ct. I hate n lirter onmanied ; Ae is young, uaiablej 
rich, aad in oo wite Inferior to Eloist, excspt in tltose qnalL 
tiM which with yon pass for aothiog. Now, Sir, if after 
baing enasiMred with yonr daughter, itwere pouible for any 
•ne to cbango the olijectofhUafiections, and admire another, 
I shoidd think it an honour toaccept die man for nij brother, 
though without a fortune^ whom I propose to yon for a son, 
with hslf my estate." 

I knew asatten would only be aggravated by -your father's 
reply, and thongh I was struck with admlratio& at my Iiord 
B— — *s geoerositf, I saw plainly that he would totally mm 
t^M aegociatiaa he had- undertaken. I went in, therefore, 
to prerent things jran gmng farther. My entranw broke off 
the coarersation, and hnmediately after th^ coldly took 
leave of each other and parted. As to my father, he beh*-. 
Ted very well in the dilute. At first he seconded thepropo.^ 
sal ; but, finding that yours would hear nothing of i^ li» 
to<A the side of his 'brotfaer.In.law, and by taking proper op> 
portnnities to moderate the contest^ prerented them from go- 
ing beyond those bounds they woidd certainly hate trespassed^ 
had they been alone. After their departure, he related to 
me what had happened ; and, as I foresaw where his discoum 
would end, I readily told him, that tlungs being in such a Bi> 
tnalira, it would be impr<^r the person in question should 
seeyoD so often here; andthatit would be better for him not. 
to come hither at sU, if such an iotiuiatiiMi would not beput>- 
ting a kind of a&ont on Hr. Orbe, hb friend ; fant tiiat 1 
should desire him to bring Lord B— — less freqnently for the 
fntvre. This, my dear, was the best I could do, to prerent 
our door being entirely shut against him. 

Dnt tUs is not all. The crisis in which you stand at pre. 
sent, obl^es me to ntvia to my former advice. The afiair 
between my Lord B- " ■■ and your friend has made all the 
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noiM in town wlildi wa nafamltoezpeet. Fordtong^Mr. 
Orbe hu kept the ori^bal came of their qmurel a aecnt, 
the drcniMtuices are too public to mOcr tt to tie oonccalciU 
Every on* hu nupicions, makes c»igectHi«i, and >a»e go m 
£tr u to name EIoimu The report of the watch wai not lo 
totftllj suppressed as not to be renembered ; and yon are 
not ignorant, that, in the -ejB ot the world, a bare Bupicion 
of the tnth is looked npoa as eridence. All that i can lay 
for your conK^ation is, that in general yoat chdice is^>pro* 
Md^aod ertfry body thinks with pleasareon the naion of to 
dnnaiflg a conjde. TUb. confinu m* in the opioion that 
yonr friend has behared luoudf well in this cooatry, aad i* 
not leu bekirad than yonrseU. Bat what b the pablic Toioa 
to yonr inSezilde laOer 2 All tfaii talk has already reacbiady 
or wOl come to his ear j and 1 trcmUe to think of the efiiset 
it may prodncc, if you do iKrf^aedily lake some Bieanweifat 
prerent hia anger. Yoa mast e^wct from' him an explaaatkni 
terrible to yoanelf, and pcrh^ti itiU worse liar your fri««d, 
Kot Omt i think, at Us age, be wiU cmdeacend to challrago 
a yoang nan be tUaks anwwtiiy hU awvi : but the infla> 
ence be has in the town will famish him. If be baa a nundtoi 
i^ with a tbimtand means to atirag a pw^ against him; and 
it is to be feared that bii passioa will be too ready to excitft 
Um to do it. 

On my kneas, therefore, I nature yon, my dear friead, !« 
think on the daagera that lurround yon, and tbe terribta 
riak yon ran, which increaset every moment. Ton bav^ 
been extremriy Ibrtnnate to escape hitherto, in the midst of 
sach Imzards ; bat, while it u yet time, I b^ of yon to let 
the veil of prudence be. thrown over the secret of yonr 
amours ; and not to pnih yonr Eortooe briber, lest it shonld 
iaiolre in yoar misfortunes the man who has been the causa 
of tkem. Believe m,, my dear, tbe future is nncertun ; a 
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d acddants may happen UiieX{Kct8dly InfonrfeYourj 
bat, for ike preient, I hara said, and repeat it most eaiaestly,' 
■end iway your friend, oryoa are n&doDe. 



LETTEtt LXHI. 

FROM ELOISA TO CLARA. 

Axt thift yiMi foreiBw, my dor, h come to pass. Laaf 
ii^t, about an hoar after we got hone, my father entered 
ny mother's apartment, his eyes sparkling, and his coante^ 
Banco htflamed with anger ; in a word, eo irritated a I nerer 
law him before, I tbiuul imiaediatety that he had- ntter 
jnifleft' a qnarrel, or was w^ing occasion to begin oAe; 
and my gvifty conicience made me tremble for the consek 
qnence. 

He began^ by exdaimlng Tiotently, but in gmeral terms, 
igainst snch mothers as indiscreetly inyite to their hooter 
young fdlows without family or fortnne, whose acqnaiataoce 
only brings shame tuid scandal on tliose who cnltiTate It. 
Findbg this not sofficimt to draw an answer from as intio». 
dated woman, he bronght op particnlarly, as an example, 
what had passed in her own bonse, since she Iwd introduced 
* pretended wit, an empty babbler, more fit to dehanch the 
mind ofttmodestyODDgwoman, than to instract her in any 
ddog that is good. 

My mother, who now law she conld get little by holding 
her tMigne, took him npat the Word dehancb, and asked iriiatt 
he bad erer seen In the condnct, or knew of tite character qf 
tin person he spoke of, tO' authorize aoch base suspicions? 
" I did not concdTe (she added) that genius and merit wer» 
to be excluded from society. To whom, pray, would you 
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have your hoiue opedt if fiqe talents and good behaTioar 
bin no pretensipnB to ad1Ditla^Ge i"~*^ To ourequlBjioa. 
dun, (Jw replle4 in a furj) ; to andi as migbt rep^ the h^ 
poor of ft daughter if tbef should iojnre it." *'' No, S)r| 
(eaid'Bhe) but rather to peo[4o«f rirtue vho cannot injura 
it."-~"Know, madam, that the presumption of soliciting aa 
allionee . with ny family, vithout a title to that htmour, ia 
highly injurious."-:— ^* Sp for from thinliing itinjurioui (rf. 
turned -my mMheV) I think it, on the contrary, the hi^eit 
naric of esteem : but Iknownot that the person you.e^ 
(daira against hat made any such pt^teDsIons.-" — " He has 
done it, madam, and will do vone, if I donot take'propsr 
car«ta prevent htn ;'but, forthefutore, I sliall take np<Bt 
myKlf ^he chmrge yon have executed m iU." 
' On this began ft dangerous altercati<« betweenlhem; by 
vrhlcb I fbuHd they wete Iwth' ignorant of those reports, 
which yon .say have been spread about the town. During 
this time, your unworthy couriu eooid, nererthelesi, have 
wiihed herself buried an hundred feet in the. earth. Think 
>of tbebestULdmoatdnsedirf mothers laTiehing encomiona 
on hergnB^ daOghter, and praiefAgher for idl those virtnei 
she has lost, in the most respectful, or rather, to mej the mort 
toortifying terms. Think of an «ngry &ther, profuse of In. 
jnrions expressions, and y«t, in the bei^t of his Indlgnationf 
not letting one escape hini in the least reflecUog on the pm- 
d«ice of her, who, torn by remorte, and Immbled with 
■hame, could hardly support his presence, 
f Ohl the inconceivable torture of a Ueeding hearty re. 
pteohhig itself with onsaspected crimes ! How depressing 
md insupportable is the btirfhen of unmerited praisej and of an 
esteem of which the heart is conscious it is unworthy! I was 
todecdj so terribly oppreesed, that .in order to free myself 
from-io cniela situatioti, I was just going, if the hnpetooslty 
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of hi> temper wostd hnre giren me tfme, to contets aU. Bnt 
kewasM eongiad uto repeat OTcrand orerahiiiidredHtiiM ' 
tte' MOte tUogs, and yet to Areniiy tbe aabject ereiy mo. 
ment. He took notice of my looks, cut dofrn, and aflHght. 
ed, in eooMqaence of my remone ; and If he did not coo. 
■trne tkem into tboie ot my gnill, lie did Into IoiAb of mj 
kne ; bat, to ilmme me tlte more, be abnied tite object of it 
in termi so odioni and ContenptiUe, tlkat, in spite of alt my 
endeavours, I conld not let Urn proceed without Interrop. 
tioB. I know not whence, my dew, I had so mach oooMge, 
or how I came so ftr to trespaai the bounds of modesty and 
dnty; bat, ITI rmtsred to break for a momast that respect- 
fti) silence they Actate, I soAred for it, ai yoa will see, very 
seretely. '* For Heaven's sake, my dear father, (s*ld f ,) bo 
pacified: nerer could ymiT daughter be In dm^er from a 
man deserving such abuse." I had scarce spoken, when, aa 
if he bad tdt himself reproved by what I said, or thathh 
passion wanted oaly a pretest for extremities, he flew npo4 
^oar poor Mend, and for the first time in my Gfs, I reeelred 
tnm him a hot on the ear : not was this all, ba^ giriag Urn. 
self np entirely to fats paadon, fae proceeded to beat me wltk: 
out mercy, netwidutandiug my moAer threw herself In be- 
tween tis, to screen me from Ms blows, atad jvceired many of 
tlvMe which were Intended for me. At length, in running 
back to avoid them, my foot slipped, and I Ml down wiA 
my face agalmt the foot of a table. 

Here ended the trimB{rii of paidon, and began timt of na- 
ture. Hy Ihll, the right of my Uood, my teaii, and those 
of my mother, greatly afl^cted him. He raised me up vhta 
an air of afiliction and solicitude ; and having placed me In a 
chair, they bodi eagerly inquired wliere I was hart. I had 
received only a slight braise on my forehead, and bled only 
at Qm nose. I saw, Bevertbeleas, by the alteration in the air 
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. ind volw of my bther, that he ww diiplmied at wfaat he had 
done. He was not^ boweTer, immediately reconciled to me; 
patenial authoritj Ad^ot pennlt w abrupt a change ; b«t 
he apolo giKed with many tender excniea to my moQier ; and 
I saw plainly, by the look* he cut on me, to whom half (^ 
fail apologies were indirectlj addresaed. Snrely, my dear, 
there bno confolionio affecting ai that of a tender father who 
tbtnki himaelfto blame in bia treatment of a child. 

Supper bring ready, it was ordered to be pnt back, t&at I 
might hare time to compose myself ; and my father, miwiU . 
Vng the serrants should see any tiling of my disorder, went 
Mfoself for a ^ass of water; while my mother was balliiii|[ 
the contvdoB on my forehead. Ah 1 my dear, how I pitied 
her 1 already la a very ill and languiahhig state of health, 
how ^adly would she hare been excused from bring witneu 
tb sneh a scene I.— How little less did she stand in need of 
aSHstatice than I ! 

At sapper my father did aot speak to me, bnt I could see 
his nlence was the effect of shame, and not of disdain : be 
prciended to find every thing extremely good, in order to bid 
my motlwr help me to it ; and, what touched me the most 
sensiUy was, that he took all occasions to call me his dangh> 
ter, and not EUdisa, as is coitomary with him. 

After snpper, the erening was so cold that my mother or> 
dered a fire in her chamber : she placing herself on one side, 
and my father on the other, I went to take a chMr, to lit 
down in tbe middle ; when, laying hold of my gown, and 
drawing me geniJy to him, he placed me on bis knee, without 
speaking a word. This was done immediately, and by a sort 
of inroiuntary impulae, that he seemed to be almost sorry 
.for it a moment afterwards. But I Was on his knee, uid he, 
could not well push me from him again ; and what added to 
hij apparent condescension, he was (Aliged to support me 
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with hii arms in Out attitude. All this jjnssed in a kind of 
reluctant silence ; but I perceived him, evefy now and then, 
ready to ^je me an involuntary embrace, which howerer lie 
resisted, at (he same time endeaTOuring to stifle asigh, wbidi 
came from the bottom of his heart. A certain false shame 
preyeuted his paternal arms from clasping me with tlist ten- 
demess be too plainly felt : a certain gravity he was ashamed 
todepart from, a confusion he durst not overcome, occasioned 
between it father and his dan^ter the same charming embarrass- 
ment, at love uid modesty cause between lovers ; in the mem 
while, a most afiecttonate mother, transported with pleasure, 
Mcretly eiyoyed the delightful sight. I saw, I felt it all, 
and could no longer support a scene of suchmdtiag tender- 
ness. I pretended to eiipdown; and to save myself, threw 
my arm around my father's neck, laying my face dose to hia 
venerable cheek, which I pressed with repeated kisses, aiid 
bathed with my tears. At the same time, by those wluch 
flowed plHitifully from his eyes, I could perceive him greatly 
relieved ; while my mother embraced us both, and partook 
of our transports. How sweet, how peaceful is innocence ! 
which alone was wanting to make this the most delightful 
moment of my life ! 

This morning, lassitude, and the pain I felt from my fall, 
having kept me in bed later than usual, my father came into 
my chamber before I was up ; when asking kindly after my 
health, he sat down by the side of my bed; and taking one 
of my hands into his, he condescended so far as to kiss it se- 
veral times, callmg me at the £ame time his dear daughter, and 
expressing hb sorrow for his resentment. I told him, I should 
tlynk myself but too happy to suffer as much every day, to 
have the pleasure he then gave me in return ; and that the 
severest treatment I could receive from him would be fully re- 
compensed by the smallest instance of his kindness. 
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Then, putting mi & mora serluiii air, he HiiliA«d ihe Kib* 
j«ct of yeaterdaf , uid signified bu pkunrc in ciril bat pos'i- 
tire teraii. " Yoi know (wy» he) Uie.hiHlMDd I dettgn for 
you : I tntiawted to you my inteatioB* coocenuag him ott 
my uTiTtl, Mid MS aeror change Aem, on th^t head. As 
todeBftDwhotn Lord B—— spoke of) thbbgh I shall not 
diapnte the merit every body allowfi him, I know not whether 
ha has of himself coaceired the ridicnlouB hopes of being 
slHed to me, or if it hu been instilled into him by other* ; 
but, be aiBured, Hat, had I even no odier. person in view, 
imd he was in posseSBlnn of all fhe guineas in England, i 
wontd neter accept him for my soihtn.biw. I forbidyon 
Aerefore, either to see or speak to him as long a» you lire, 
«kd that aa well for the sake of hts honour at your own, 1 
nerer indeed felt any great regard for him, bat now I mor. 
tally hate him, (or the ontrages he has been the occaaion of 
my conmittini, and shaltnever forgive him the violence I harc 
been gnilty bt," 

Having said diis, he rose and left me, wilbout waithg for 
my answer, and with the same air of severity which be had 
JDst reproached himself for asniming before. Aht my dear 
coorin, what an infemal monster is prejudice ; that deprarea 
the best of hearts, and puts the voice of nature every mo- 
ment to dtence ! 

Thus ended the explanation yon predicted, and of wUch I 
canld not comprehend the reason lilL your letter infanned 
me, I cannot well tell what revolnlian it has occasioned in. 
my mind ; but 1 find myself ever since greatly altered. I 
seem to look back with more regret to that h^py time, when 
I lived content and tranquil with my family friends around 
me; andthat the senieofmyerror increases with that oftbe 
blessings of which it has deprived me. Tell me, my severe 
monitor, tell me, if you dare be so cruel, are the joyfol boars 

Vol. I. L 
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of lore all gone ud fled ! wid wiQth^ ncTftr more retarti? 
Do yon perceive, alas 1 faow gloom; and korriblo is Oat ttA 
appreheniion ! And^et my facer's oonnuDds are positire; 
the danger of my lover is certaia. Tlufllc, my dear CUia, 
on the result of nicb oj^MMite mottaiH, dertroying the elecU 
of each other in my heart. A kind of stupidity faaa takes 
poaseuion of me, which makes me almost Insensible, and 
leaves me neither the ttse of my pusions nor my reason. The 
preiient moment, you tell me, iacritical — I know, Ifeeiftb; 
and yet I was never more incapable to cmdnct myself thui. 
noir. I have sat down mtn^ than tirenty times to write to 
my lover : bat I am ready to sink at every line. I have nO' 
resource, my dear friend, bat in yon. Let me prevail on 
yoD, then, to think, to speak, to act for me. I pot mysdf 
into ybur hands; whateverstepyou think proper to take, X' 
hereby confirm befoifJiaod every tUng yon do : I commit to 
your friendship that sad antbority over a lover which I have 
bought so dear. Divide me for ever from myself. Kill me, 
if I mnst die ; but do not force me to ptnnge the dagger in 
my owit breast. O, my good angel! my protectress! what 
an employment do I engage yon in ) Can yon have the con. 
rage to go through it ? Can yon find means to soften its seve- 
rity-.' It is not my heart alone yon will rend to pieces. Yon 
know, Clara, yes you know how sincerely I am beloved ; 
that I have not even the consolation of being the most to be 
pitied. Let my heart, I beseech yon, speak from yonr lips, 
and let four's sympathize with the tender compassion of love. 
Comfort the poor unfortunate youth, tell him, ah', tell him. 
again and apln — do you not think so, my dear friend? do you 
not think that, in spite of preposMSsioas and prejudice, in 
sinte of all obstacles and crosses, Heaven has made ns tor 
each o^r ? Yes, t«Jl him so—I am sore of it. — We aredes- 
tined to be happy. It Is impossible for me to lose M^t of 
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that prospect ; it is iinpoaiilile tor me to give np that delight. 
M hope. T«it him, theMfnre, not to be too mach aflttcted ; 
nor to give waf t«despair. You need not tronble jmirself 
to exact B promiM of eterDKl lore and fiiklit^ ; and still lesi 
to mnlie him a needless promise of mine. Is not the 'assu- 
rance of both firmty rooted fn our hearts? Do we not fed 
that we are indiririHe, aai Mat we have but one mind h«i 
tween vs ? Tell him only to hope, that though foMune perse- 
cutes us, he may place Ms eonBdence in lore ; wUeh I an) as 
certain, my dear cdmih, w411, In some way or other, eompe'n. 
■ate for the evils it makes us tuSbr ; as I am that, however 
Heaven may Aipose of us, we shall not Kre long from each 
»tber. 

P. S. After I had written the above, I went into my mo. 
ther's apaitmentj but found myself so ill that I was obliged 

to return, and lie down on the bed. 1 even perceived 

alas ! I am afr^d indeed, my dear, I am a&aid the fall I 

had last night will beof much worse consequence than I ima- ; 

gined. If so, all is over with me ! all my hopes are laiiish- / 

I ed atonce! . ^.„„_. — . / 



LETTER LXIV. 

CLABA TO MR. ORBE. 

Mt fUher hath this morning related t« me the conversation 
he bad yesterday with you, I perceive with pleasure, that 
yoar expectations of what you are pleased to call your hap- 
pnessare not without foundation : you Icnow I hope (hat if 
will prove mine too. Esteem and frimd^p are already in 
your possesHon, and all of that more tender srnliiqgnt of 
La 
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wkldi my l>e»rt ii capnbto is bIm jovn. Y«t, be net de> 
c^red ; u k womui, I am a kwd of mouttr j bjr wbatwe? er 
itrange whim of nntnre It bqipcBS I know not, bvt thii I 
know, that my fiiendik^) is more powerful tliaa my lore. 
When 1 tdl you that ray Eloiia is deaier to me than year- 
self, you only langh at me ; and yet notUag can be more 
certsiD, Efeimii so leiuiUeof this, that die iimtuvjeakna 
for yoB than you are for yovnelC And whilst you Are con. 
tented, die is apbnlifiag me, ^kU I do net lore yos snSraent. 
ly. I am eren lo itn»g1y ioter«*ted in erviy thmg whkh 
concern her, that her lover and yon hold nearly the samo 
place in my heart, (hough in a different manner. What I 
feel for him is friendship only ; bat it ii violrait ; for yon, I 
thinh, I perc^re something ot a certain pasrion c^led lore ; 
bat then it is tranquil. Now^ thongh this might appiear 
BufScieutly eqntrocal to &tufb the repose of a jealons mind, 
I do not bdiere it will cause mndi uDeasiaees to yon, 

Howfar, alas '.are these two poor sools from that tranquil- 
lity which we presume to enjoy ! and how ill does this con- 
tentment become us, whilst our friends are in despair ! It ia 
decreed^ they mast part, and perhaps tiiis may be the reiy 
instant of thdr eternal separation. Who knows but their 
mutual dejection, with which we retouched them at the con- 
cert, might be a foreboding tiiat it was the la^ time they 
should eyer meet? To this h«ur your friend is ignorant 
of his destiny. lu the security of his heart, be still enjoys 
the felidty of which he is already deprired. In tiw reiy in> 
slant of despair he tastes, in idea, the shadow of h^pinees y 
and like one yibo is on the l>rink of sadden death, the poor 
wretch dreams of eiistence, nniq^reliensive of his &te. O 
hcBf em [ it is from me he is to receire the sad sentence. O 
friendship dirine ! flie idol of my soul I arm se, I beseech 
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fKee, witii thj secret creetty. Iin|Jre me witli bftrbuou /«. 
solution, uid enable me to perform tUs sad Amty irith beeo- 
ming magnuihdt^ 1 - 

- I depend all your asalHtance, audi BliOBld expect tteren if 
yonlored mtleSB; ibr I know your tender bent: it frill 
hare no need rf the xeol of lore when hnmuuty pteads. Yov 
irlB engage our friend to come to me to^moimr morniDg ; 
but be rare not to mention a lyHable of tbe affairs To-day 
I must not be infernipted. I shall pass tbe afternoon witb 
Elofsa. Endearoor to find Lord B-~-, and bring him with 
yoft about' eight o'clock this e*ening, that we tamy come to 
some determinatioa eescemng the d^mrtnre' of tfatt nnbappy 
imui, and endesvour to pm^ hfs de^Mir. 

I hare great confidence in his rmlntjtm, added to our pre- 
cantiem ; and I halve still' greater dependence on his passion 
for Eknnc berwU), 4he dangeroC her Ufe and honour, are 
motiTeawhkh be cannot reaist. Be it as H will, yon may be 
astnred that I shall ant dpeam of maiviage till Eloisa has re. 
eorered her peace of mlod. I'w411 not italn&e matrimonial 
knot widi the tears of ny Mmd^ So that, If yoa really loro 
me, yoar intvreet wiH second yowgeneroB^, and it becomes 
yovr own iflUc, ratiwr ttanthatof anoAar. 



LETTER LXV. 

GtARA TO ELOISA. 

AiX is QT«r I wid, in «pite af her indiscretion, mj Eloisa 
is in safety, Bw mcwIa Me boned in silence. She is still 
loved asd cherished in the sidst of har friends and rdatiou, 
posscasii^ erery one's esteem, aM a reputation witboat 
blemish. Consider, my triaaA, and tremble for the dangers 
L 3 
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xUfih, throifh BMtiTU of lore or ufaunp, throHgh fwi -of do- 
ing too li^e or too much, you hu* run. Leun benca, t«o 
food or too fearful ^rl, iMver more to attend to i«concii« 
Mpttmenta BO iacompatiWe ; aad tfaaak Hmfeuf tiutt tluongh 
a luppiDegs peGtiUu (9 yonnoU', yon iane egc^ted tbe btUs 
tijft thr«at«tied you, 

I would spare your sorrowtig heart ttw partienlun of yovr 
lorer'B ctml and necoisary .departon, fiiri yoa dnirod to 
know them ; I piondsed yon stiouU, imd idU keep my T4r4 
wkb that sineenty which erer mfuisted bc^een us. Read 
OD, thes, qiy dear a^d o^i^py friead; read ob, bat exert 
your courage, and m<d»taiB your resolution. 

The plan I had eonoerledt R#drof which I adTisedjOia yes. 
teiday, waepffpctuaUy f<41ore4>n every pwtionlv. On my 

return home^ I found Mr. Orbo and my Lord B j with 

whom I MUDNdiately i/tff^f by decl^rjog; 4o tfce Utter bow 
^muck we were betha^^ted by his heroic gtaerwty, I 
then gave them wgeot r^MROH for Ae HumdlBte d^artWK of 
your £Fi«&di, and told tiwio the.ditficBlttei I foresaw in bring- 
lag it abouU His Lorddap ifM ffiik^j seosiU* Aat itwu 
necesswy, and m^iesud mnch miiow for the ^feete of, his 
imprudent zeal. They bod> abroad it me preper to hasten 
the separation determmed, and to lay hold of the first mo. 
meat of consent, to preient-ABy new irresolution ; and to 
snatch him from the danger of del^. I would have engaged 
Mr, Orbe to make the necessarj' preparations, nnknowu to 
your friend ; buthis Lordship, regarding diii a&ir at his own, 
insisted an taking cliarge of it. He accordingly promised 
me, that his chaise should be ready at deVea o'elodc this 
morning, adding that he Wtiukl cariy bim off noder BMne 
ottier preteit, aUd acoom^ny him as faV as it Might be deces. 
sary ; openmg tke matterto him at leisure. . This exj^e^ent, 
hovever, ^d not ap^ar to me sufficiently i^ieii and siocerej 



bf Google 



ELOUjI. 433 

mn «9«Id I cMuent^o czpote Uai, «t « dMuice, to'tike fitst 
«lboU af ft d«^)dr, whirii night more euity «cape Ae «f ei 

ef Lord B than mine. For the same reuoB, I Ad not 

dMewWi bis LoKbUp'i proposal of gpnldnghimBelf to him, 
■■d ^rsfaHing oa bin to dcpni. I feregaw tlut negotiation 
maM be a delieate a^r, and I nas nnwilKng to troBt «aj 
tody wta H b«t Bjnelf ; kMnrfng maeh better how to roa- 
stg* Uf' Mndbility, ^d dM (hat tlMre ft Awajt a hanhnesl 
in theargaiUbtiafdie»eD, whicba woman best kaows how 
to toften. I conc«l««d, nerertheleas, that my Lor^ migbtbe 
•f nie in preparing the way for an ^hdrdssement ; being 
■Huibte of the efecta whidi the dlBCoarse of a man of sense 
ail^ haT« OT«r a vlrtaoni mind ; and what force the persua. 
■joM of a friend might glre to Ae argnmentg of • phtloso. 

I engaged Lord B , therefore, to pass the evening with 

him, and without taying any tUng directly of Itis sitnation, to 
«nde«*oar to dispose fais mind itisensiUy to a stoic^ resolu- 
tton. " YoD, my Lord, who are so w^elj acquainted with 
Eplctetns, (said I,) have aov an opportunity of making some 
tea} UR of Mm. DiMingnish carefully between real and 
apparent good, beftreen fliat which'depends on ours^es, and 
what is dependent on others. Demonstrate to him, that, 
whatever threatens n from witftont, the canae of eril is with. 
in Hs; and that the wise man, being alwsys on his gnard,'has 
Us hapt^nets ever in hisowa power." I understood by his 
Lordship's answer, that this stroke of Irony, which could 
net oirod him, served to excite his zeal, and tfaat he counted 
much on sending his friend the next day well prepared. Tliis 
indeed; was the moat I expected ; for in reality, I phuie no 
greet dependence, any more flian yourself, on all that rer. 
hose philosophy. And yet I am persuaded a rirtuons msn 
must always feel some kiiid of shame, in changing at night 
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tb« ^nnioBB ie embraced in the moraiag, and in imjimg Im 
his heart the next der wM hi* naeon dictet«l for trott the 
precediOi night. 

lit. Orbewu dnirotn of beiag of their ptrty, u4 !•■■• 
iog the eveniag with them ; bvt to Ail I ol^ectad^ u hii 
preseoce might enly diltnrb, or Uy « rertnnit «n the coknr. 
lation. The intereit I have in Urn deei >et parent ne froa 
■eeing be is not a Match for the oOer two. The aMceAiM 
turn of thioluDg in men of itMng moid* givci a peeiUiar idi. 
am to their dbconne, and makes thnBoanrarMii alangWi* 
to which Mr. Orb* is a Btrai^er. In taking leave of them^ 
I thongkt of the afhcti ta hii Lonl^p's drinkkig pnM^i 
and, fearing he might, when in iiqnor, aatidpat* mj deii^ 
IlaugliiDglyhintedBBmiich tvhim: towUchheanawered, I 
might be amared he wooid indulge himself in sach habiti) 
only when it could be of no ill efiect; batthat bewas n^rikve 
to culom ; that the ioterriew intended ooDceniad Eloin'i 
hononr^ ttte foEtone, aird perliapi the life of a man, and that 
manhiafriend.- " Iihalldrij)kiDypaneh(continaedhe)*) 
Hsual, lest it should ^e onr conven^ioD an air of reecrre 
and preparation ; but that panch slnU be mere iMunade ; 
and, as he drinks none^ 1m will not pci«eiTe it" Don't you 
think it, my dear, a great mwti&catlon, to have contracted 
habits that make snch precantioBS as Utese neeestaiy ? 

I paiied the night in great agitBtion of mind, not ^toge- 
ther on yonr acconnt,' Tlie innocent fdeature of onr early 
youth, tbe agreeableness of our long intiOMcy, and the closer 
connexioni that have anbiisted between ni for a yeu past, on 
account of the difficulty he met with in seeing you— «U this 
ftUed me with the most disagreeable apprehensions of your 
separation. I perceived I was going to lose, with the half of 
yoQ, a part of my own existence. Awake and restless, I 
lay countiag the clock, and when the monung da¥rned, I 
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sbaM«nd to Aink. it w4b tbe dftwu of Out day wUcb m^ 
4z the deetioy of my friend. I ipent the etriy part of ^ 
monring in-meditatinf on my intended diicovrse, mnd m 
reflecting on 4he impreuioni It migkt make. At lengtii tlie 
bmir drew nigh, and my elected TiBitor entered. He apt- 
pcared mncli tunUed, and faaetily ukedne after you: for 
he had heard, tbe day after yonr Mrere treatment from'yonr 
fiUber,tiHt you ffas ill, which was yesterday confirmed by my 
Lepd B— ■ ) and that yon liad kept yonr bed erer since. 
To'araidenteringinta particiilaraantldssuliject, Itold Idm 
I had left yon better last night, and that he wonld know 
more by the retnia of Hans, whom I had sent to you. My 
prevantion was to no pnrpose ; he went oa tiklng me a hon. ' 
dred qneetianB, to which, aa they only tended to lead me 
frotn my purpose, I mads ihoit answers, and took upoa me 
to intepragate htan ia my te m . 

I began, by endea:foaring to seund his d&pesitioa of mindi 
and fonnd bin grare,. metbedkid, and reosonabliB. Thank 
Heaven, said 1 to myself, my pbilow^her is well prepared. 
Nothing reraaioed,. tkerefore, bnt to pat him to the trial. It 
is as nsoal cnstom to opeabad He«» by degrees ; bnt-t)ie 
knowledge I had of Uie furious imaginatioa of your friend, 
wMeb at half a word's speaking carries Idn often into the 
most pasaionale extremes, determined me to take a contrary 
SMttod ; as I thought it better to erernhelai him at once, 
and administer comfort to him afterwards, than needlessly to 
nnltqtly his ^efs, and gire lym a thousand pains instead of 
Me, Assuning, therefore, a more serious tone, andlooking 
atUrorery attentively; '* Have you erer experienced, my 
friend, (said I,) what the fortilude of a great mind is capa- 
ble of? I)o you think it possible for a man to renounce the 
el^e^ he truly lo«e» ! I bad scarce spoke, before be ttuted 
op )ike a madman ; and, clasfdng his hmida together, struck. 
L d 



bf Google 



3S6 ELOISA. 

'dtem ngaimst, his forelusd^ <^idg cot, " I oodeKtand yoo, 
Eltdtatsdeftdt nyBtaamit dnd!" r^ieated he, inatone 
of despair andhoirOtthKtinademstfevhlc. " I aeeUoiMgh 
yduTTaia ebmmqMtiiaii, youmideM caotlsni, tiutt <mij 
render my tortorei more liagcrmg and cruel. Fri^tbiMd u 
I wasbystttnddfiBAttwi^rt,! soonentetedintotfecwu*: 
the tfetra he had heard of jtmr illaesi, the lectar«. whwh 
IjoMB — —had read him, ear qqimnted meetiDgthwRHinb 
ing, my evading hisqwetHom, and those 1 pnt to- hiU, weife 
all KO many coikteral cirDnmstAnces cambiBing ta give him B 
ftilse alarm. I anw plainlf vlso what me I v^fat.haT0 mnde 
of hii miit^e, byleamnghininit'afawiiiaBnUi, bnt.l cvM 
not be cmel enough to do it. . ThethoD^bt of .the dmth'Of 
the person one loves. [i lo.shM^ng, .that any otb^ whattrdr 
iB compamtlTely agrenUe ; I hHtanad accordingly to mritn 
the advantage of it. '* Perhaps (said I,) joH wtil mwr see 
her Bgnin, yet she is rihe, aad'itill lorea yon. ..If BUisa 
weredcad, -what wouht- Clara bavetosaj? Be thrnkfol to 
Bearen that, nnfortannte as yon are, jtondannt fed nil thou 
evils which mi^ht iiare oTerwhelnted yon." He- was so Bnr> 
prized, so stfack, so. bewildered, that haTiDg made him sit 
down agun, I bad leitaM to aaqoaint him with wlmtit wm 
necessary for Idm to biow. Atthe sa^ne time I represented 
to hSm the generons behavionr of Lord B— — <- in the onet 
amiable light, in order to divert his grief, by ekdtinf , in fafa 
honest mind, Ae gentier emotions of gradtnde. " Yon sen 
(nmtiniied I) the present stai^ of affiur*. Eloin is on tbs 
brinlt of destmcflon, jnit ready to see henelf ecpesed to 
public disgrace by (be resentment of her hnilj, by tiie vio- 
lence <^ an enraged father, and her own despair. The dan. 
j^r inereases every moment ; and, whether in' her own, or in 
the hand of a father, ^the poniard is every instant of her life 
within an bch of -her heart. There remsins but one way 
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topnvcet -ttieae nusfbrtoBpt,' and Oat d^nads entticJy on 
7TC1. The fete of BloiM ii in yoar hands. Try if joa hare 
the fbrtitvde to mt« her fromTnin, by leaving her, since ihe 
h no longer permitted to see yoa, or wheUier you had rather 
ttty to be the astiior and vitoem of her tHBhononr i After 
haying done eTcry thing for yen, she puts your heart to the 
trinl, to see wint you eata do for her. It a astoniihnng that 
die bean op ender her diitmaaes. Yon are anxions for her 
lifi» ; itavw tiKa that her life, her honour, herall, dependa on 
you;" 

Ue heard me witboot interruption; and no sooner per- 
ftctly comprehended me, than tiiat wild gestnre, that furious 
look) that frightful air, which he had put on just before, im- 
nedlately disappeared. A gloomy reH of sorrow and con- 
■tervation spread itself orer his features^ while his monmfiil 
eyes and bewildered countenance betrayed the sadness of his 
heart. In this sitoation be could hardly opeh his lips to make 
me an answer.— " Mast I then go i (said he in a peculiar 
tone ;> it is well — I will go. Have I not lired long enonghf" 
— -" No, (returned I,) not bo, joa should still lire for her 
who loTes you. HsTe you for^that her life' is dependent 
on yours?"— "Why then should our iires be separated? 
(cried he : ) there was a time — It is not yet too late.—" 

i afeeted not to understand the last words, and was en. 
deaTonring to comfort him with ^ome hopes, which Icouldsee 
his heart rejected, when Hans returned with the good news 
of your health. In the joy he felt at this, he cried out, 
" My Eloisn ]TTe»— let herHrej and, if povsible, be hiqjpy. 
I will never dEsturit her repose — ^I will only bid her adieu — 
and, if it must be so, will lear* her for erer." 

'*Yon surely know (saidi) that you are not permitted to 
aee her. Yon have-already bidden &rewell, and are parted.> 
Cmsider therefore, you will be more at ease when yon -are at 
L 6 
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K greater tSstance^and will btre, at least, t!ie ooDiol^Mm to 
think yon hare Becured, hy yanr departure, the peace asd 
jepntatioti of-her yon lore. Fly, then, this houT) tius te*. 
nent ; jior let to pcot a saeri&ce be nnde tos slaw. Haste, 
lest eren yonr delay ^nld caase the rain of ber ta whaM 

secarity you lure deroted younelf." " Wbatl (utdhe, 

in a kind of fury,) shall 1 depart without eeeiog her! Not 
see her agaia ! We will both pensfa if it mut be so. I know 
she will not think much to <Ue with me. BirtI will Me her* 
whateTer may be the conseqaence ; I will lay both my lieaiit 
aod Ufe at her feet, before I am thus torn fron mjisM.' '—It 
was not difficult for tne to shaw tbe abear^fy aadcradty of 
such a project. Bat the esdamation of Shall Itee her »* 
morel repeated in tlie most d<riefnl accents, Mcgied to -de. 
mand of me some consolatioa. — -^ " Why (said I to ^m) 
do you make your misfortunes worse than thc^ really are i 
Why do you gjre up hopes which fileisa benetf entertains ? 
T-Canyou helieve she would thimk of thus partiag wltbyou, 
if she couceired y^n van not to nwct again ? JKo^ my frieod^ 
yon onght to know tbe heart of Eloisa better. You ought 
to know how vuch she prefers her loie to her life. I fear, 
alas! too moch I fear, (this I coBfett i have added,) she 
will soon prefer it to c*eiy tluDg. Believe me, Elnia lives 
in h(^s, since she consents to live : bcSieve me, tlie canliwis 
which her pmdence dictates, regard yoiirtrif move dwai yon 
are aware of ; and that she i» more careful of herself or yonr 
accqunt than her ownj' I then took oat your last letter ; 
and, Bbowing him what were the hopet of a fbud deluded 
girl, animated his, by the gentle warmth of her tender ex- 
pressions. These few lin^s seemed to distil a salutary bal- 
sam into hie envenomed heart, ffis looks softened, the tears 
rose into fiis eyes, and I liad the satisiacti<m of seeing a sor. . 
lowfut teod^nms succeed by dcgreos to hb fonncr deapaii: j 
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bat 7««r lut words, b* mOTing, lo bout-felt, we ikall not 
lioa long utundtr^ nude lilm bant into a flood of tmra. 
" No, £loiM, my dear Eluin 1 (uid be, nuiag bis Toice, 
.and UwiBg tbs letter ;) no, ve sball not lire \aag asunder. 
Hea¥at wiU either joIb oar budt in this world, oi unite our 
hearts in tboae eternal mansioae whero tbere ii no mote 
.eeparatioB." He was now in Vm temper of mind I wished 
to have him ; bis formor sullen sorrow gsre me mnch dii> 
oaraiesB. 1 riioirid not have permitted him to depart in that 
diqjwaition ; but, as soon as I saw bim weep, and heant 
your eadeuing name cone from bi« lips with m much ten. 
doniess, I was no louger in approbendons for his life ; for 
nothing is less tender than deapalr. The soft eBrtotieos of 
his heart now dictated an objection wldcb I did not foresee, 
^e>4K>l(e to me of the condition in widcb you lately bos. 
pected yonneU to be ; protwtiBg he wonid rather die a 
thousand deatha tbaa abandon jon to tlu»se perils that 
thieateDed yon. I look care to say nothing aboot the ac« 
cidqat of jams ftll ; tnlling him only tiiat yoor expeetat^ont 
bad been ^sappinnte^ and that there were no hopes of tiiat 
kind. To whscb he answered with a deep sigh, "There 
will remain then no Irring monament eX my happiness ; it Is 
gone, and " Here Us hearf seemed too full for ez> 



After this, it remained only f<» me to execute the latter 
part of your commissicm ; and for whu^ I did not think, 
after the intimacy in which yon lived, that any preparadoo 
or ^ology waa necessary. I mildly reproached him, ' there- 
fore, for the little care he had taken of his affairs ; telling 
hin, that you feved it would be long before he would be 
more careful, uid that in the mean time you commanded 
bim to talte care of himself for your sake, uid to that end to 
accept of that small present which I had to make him from 
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you. He seemed neither oKnded at the o4fer, nor- to mftke . 
a merit of the Acceptance ; telling me oaiy, that you w^ 
Intevt Dothing conld come from you, that he ahoitld not re- 
ceive with traasport ; bat that your precaution wu aaper- 
flotnis,' a little bouse which be had sold at Grandson, the 
remans of his sball patrimony, having fnmisbed him with 
more money than he erer bad at any one time in his IHei 
** Besides, (added he,) I possess some t^ents, from which 
I can always draw a subsistence. I sbatl be happy to find, 
is the eiercise of theffl, some diversions from my roirfot- 
tnries ; aVid, since I have seen the use to which Eldsa pnts 
Iier superfluities, I regard it as a treasure sacred to the 
widow and tlie orphan, whom hsmaiuty will never permit 
me t6 neglect." I reminded him of his former jonrney to 
the Vahiis, yoiir letter, and the preclseness of your ordera. 
"The same reasons (said 1) now Gubsiat." <^Tbe ssraet 
(interruptied he, in an angry tone.) The penalty of n^ 
refusal then was never to see her mere : if she will permit 
me now to stay, I wilt nse it on those - conditions. If I 
«bey, why does «he punish me ? If I do not, what can riie 
do worse than punish me ? The same reasons ! (repeated fce-, 
with same tmpatJence.) Onr union then was just commenced ; 
it is liaw at an end, and I part from Iter perhaps for ever ; 
there is no longer any connexion Iwtween us, we are going 
to be torn asunder." He pronounced these last woida wlA 
such an oppression of heart, that I trembled with the appre-' 
hensions of his relapsing into that disposition of mind, out of 
which I had taken so much pains to extricate him. I aAiietecl 
therefore an air of gaiety,' and told him, with a smile, that 
he was a child, and that I would be his tutor, as he stood 
greatly in heed of one. '• I will take charge of this, (sdd 
I ; ) aiid that we may dispose of it properly in the business 
we shall engage in together, I insist upon knowing particu- 
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Infy ^ state nf yonr wHian.'" I eiideiTOured tbni to dL 
ymvt Iris melancboly idcu bj tiwt of a-fcmOUr com«potitace 
to te k^ iq> in iib sbscncs ; and bi, whoM sinplioity ontf 
Bought to lay hold of ereiy twig, as one may say, that gee* 
near to you, came easily into my design. We accordiagly 
settled the address of our letters ; and, as the talking about 
these regulations was agreeable to bim, I prolonged our dis- 
coDraeon this subject till Mr. Orbe arriTed ; who, on Us 
entrance, made a signal to me that erery thing was ready. 
T«nr fnend, who eagly andentdod wittt was meant,, then 
desnwd leave to mate to yoo, Inrt. I woald not permit Uai, 
I saw thft an excess of tenderness mi^ omcome hhn^ mad 
that, i^ter he had gothdf way throogk this letter,- we might 
find it ivposBlbl* to prenll oafcn to dcqptrt.— >f Delays (laid 
I) are dangerans ; makehaatA.to go I aad wbea yon are 
arriTed at the end of you .fast ilage, younu^^^ wrke more at 
yosr ease." la aayiiig.Aif, I made a .rign io Mr. Orbe^ 
adnncad.towvds him with a hoavy Ixar^ ttndtaok. leara. 
How he Jeft ne I know not, my tears prereating my light; 
my bead iiSgUL also to turn rooKl^ and it was h^h time my 
part was ended. 

A nw ent afterwarda, bewerer, I heard deal go iMstily 
down Stan ; ob wUaii I wcot to Hm riair Jiead, to look 
sfilar th^. Tlien I saw yoar friend, in all his extrttragBBCai, 
Omw hinBeir on Ids knees, in the middle at the. st^rs, and 
Juss.tkeateps ; whBeMr. Orbe had mucbtodo toraise Um 
fr^ the cold stonet, wfalcb lie pressed iwitii his lips, and -to 
which^e cloDg irifh his hands, sighing most bitterlTr. For 
my part, I retiied, t^t I might not expose myn If to Oe 
serraats. 

Soon. after, Mr. Orbe retamad, uid,.witb tearS'ln his 
eyw, t(dd me it was all orer, -and that tiiey were net out. 
It seems the chaise was ready at his door, where Lwd B >■ 
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WW waiting fw our frimd, Whara what his Lor^Up wnv 
b« ran to meet him, uid, iR&-the nost cordial cipreaaiins- 
of friendship, placed him in the duiie, which drore •& wHL 



LETTER LXin. 

. „ TO ELOISA. 

How n&en have I taken np, and flnog down my pen !' 
I beritate in the int period ; . I knotr not how, I luiow not 
where, to beghi. And jtt it is to Sloisa, I woigld write. 
To what a ritiation an L rednced.?- Tint tine is, abu * no 
more, wlien a titaniaDd pieaiing idras crowded on mf mind, 
Bad Sowed inexhanttibly fKna niy pen. Those de^ghtfil 
aaODients of mntnal confidence and sweeteSiwton of soids an 

gone and. fled. We lire,no.l«^erftic«a(Aomen ^W« 

are no mote the .sane, yersons, and I no longer Imow to 
-whom I am writing. Wilt yan.deigB to receive, to read my. 
tetteis i Will fou..think Qmm sn£d^ly ooatioiu mid re> 
served i Shall I preserre the style of onr former iotiraacy^? 
.May iTentwreitospenk-of.apauioii extmgnishedordcspiMd ? 
and. am I Botta make as distmit i^p roaches .to Eloma,' as on 
tba first day Lpicsiimed to write J Good heavens I bow 
difierent are the tedious hones of my present wrctchedBess 
from those b^^y, those deMghtfal dajts I. have passed I I 
faut.hegtn to exist, and am sank iato.notfaing. The hopesof 
lift that wlrmed my heart, are fied, and the ^oomy prospect 
at death is all before me. — Thre« revolriog years lia*e an. 
cnmscribed the happiness of my existence. Wonld to.God 
I bad ended tiiem, er» I had luown the miiery of tbia snr. 
firing myself L Oh. I that I badobs^ed the foreboding dic- 
tates of my heart, when once those rapid tmnnentB of delight 
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imepand, and HfepTCMntednaOil^ to K^Tfew for which 
lowUwiihtolhre! Better, doabtUu, hwd it b««DllMt I 
had breathed no kMiger, or tiut those tiiree jrears «f Hfe and 
lore I eojofed could be extracted from the number sf my 
daji. Happier is it aeYer to taste of felicity thu to hare it 
snatclied from onr eiqoyment. Had I been exen^ited from 
tlwt fatal iaterfal of happineei ; had I «*c3ped the firM cn^ 
choatiog look that animated mn to a new lif», I might itill 
have preserved mj reastm, have stBl been fit to discharge 4k« 
CO— ma offices of life, aod hare displayed perhaps some 
rirtnei in the dnntion c^ an ins^ad eaistBttce. One moment 
«f drfngfoq hath changed the scene. I hue yentarcd to com> 
tami^ata with rotors an object on which I riioald not haiss 
dared to look. This preumpdon has prodnoed its necenas^ 
efict, and led me ins^wbly to ndn ; I am becoma a frantic, 
Miriou wretch, a serrHa, dispirited being, that dn^ aloof 

• liischdBinignomio7«Bdck«p«ir. 

Hawsd)ear«aedreaM>of adiitatdedmiadL Bow fiat. 
tMing, how docdtfiil Iha widies of the waBdering bent, Oat 
disclaims them as soon as snggestcd I To what end da we 
seek, against real evils, ima^nary remedies, that are no 
sooner tbonghtof tlun rejected ? Who, that hath seen an^ . 
fdt the power of lore, can Aink U possibto there shonld ba a 
happiness which I would purchase at the price of the snpiema 
felkity of my first transports ? No, it ii in^ssifale- — Let 
HesTen deny me all other blessings ; let me be wretched, 
but I will indulge mysetf in the remerahiance of plnsorca 
past. ' Better is it to enjoy the recirilectMB of my past hap, 
piness, thon^ embittered with present sorrow, than to bo 
for ever b^py without Ehnsa, Come then, dear Image of 

_ my lonr, Qtaa idol of my sonl ! come, and take possesaiatt 
ot a heart that beats only for thee ; lire ia exile, dleviata 
my sorrows, rekindle my extingBidttd>faopes, and prerent 
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mafromfallbgntadv^r. Thi» anfortomtG bFcaat didf 
4rer.be thy in*i6fable lanctanj', ivbeiici ndiUitr the t>ov6n 
*f' Uwv«a or Mrth AbaU ever expel tine. If lam loit to 
k^piaeBa, l^m Dot to l4*e, whkh retiders me worth)' of it 
i-^-* loVe irreslBdble da tbe di«ni> tb«t gave it birth.. Rated 
sn did imooT^bfai fbimdatioag b( merit utd nrtne^ it can 
nerer ceBS« tiQ eiist id aAindtititu jmmoiFtBl i it needs no 
future b<^ for Its support, thb remeMbruce of what i» 
pAst -wHl sMtub it for erfer. 

But, bAw is it wilb my Blcrisa ? with her who was once 
so sensible of larti Gad tint sacred flame he extii^iiiefceid 
ix ber pBfe Rsd EBsceptihIe breut? Canshe hara bather 
taete for thbH ceUstfal laptares, ivhich ^U alone coald feel 
ve inspire } — ^e dnres me fima her presence irithsat p>t}S 
banirites me with shame, giTes me iip to' despafr, and sees 
not through tiie error which miiteadi her, that, in malcliig in* 
miserable, she robs herself of hajipHieii. Believe me, liiy 
EMsa, jroa'tritt ikvatefeeek anotiMr heart a-ltia to yonrs. 
A thoBsand wiUdoohtlMi'adaM jav, but nine only is ca- 
pable of refarhiag yoiu love. 

' Tell be, tdl me sincerriy, ihoa deceiwd or deceiiteg 
1^, wbat is beootne mt those projects we formed togetiier in 
tetttiki Where are Bed tboaeTdn hopes, with whicb yon 
BO often fiattered my crednlons riraplicity? Whatssy yo« 
Aftwto-llnit sacred -union my heart panted after, the secret 
cause of so diooy ardent sighs, and with whlc^i yosr Hpa and 
yttnr pea hare bo often indalged my hopes f I presumed, 
'al^ ! oa yonr promises, to aspire to the sacred nsme of 
hasbandj and' thot^ht myself already the most fortunate of 
hiea. Ssy, cruri Eloisa, did yon not flatter me thus, only 
to resder my disappointm»tt the more mortifying, any afflic- 
tion. the mere severe? Have I iacnrred this mlsfertline by 
Biy oiro ftmit ? H«i« I been vantlng ia obedience, in tracts. 
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btlity, in discretion ?_ Hare yoa erer seen me so weak mai 
abanrd in my desires, ai to deKrre to be llnta rcj^'d i or 
hftve J erer prefeired their gndftntion to your ^nflvte 
commuuls ? I iiue ione, 1 hate studied, erery tUag to 
pleue you, and yet yon renOBDce me. Yon nadertosk to 
make me lappy, and you make me mteerafale. Ungratefid 
woman ! acconnt witli me for the trust I deposited in jr«ar 
bands ; account with me for my keart, after hariBg sednced 
it by a supreme felicity tliat raised me to on eqnality with 
angels, I caried not thrir lot : 1 was the happiest of beingi ; 
though now, ilaa ! I am themost miserable. Asli^Ieme. 
memt has depriTod me of erery tldng, and I am &lki) isstad. 
taneoutly from the pmnade of happiness i» the lowest gv^h 
«4 misery. . I toock eren yet tlie fdicit^ that ese^es me ; 
I have still hold of it, and lose it for erer.-K' — Ah, cboU I 
bntb«lieTo!-r~— if the, remains o{ hite kope did not flatter 

-Why, wky, ye rock* of Mmllerie, whose predpfees 

my wanderii^ eye sd often tamannd, why did you notanrist 
my despair * I had than kes regntled life, ere caj<qwcnt 
had tanght me iis vdvc. 



LETTER LXVII. 

UORD B TO QIAAA. 

Being arrived at Besasfon, I take the-first c^portunity 
to write to you the particulars of our journey ; whldi. If not 
passed very agreeably, has at least heeaattended with no iU 
accident. YoUr friend is as well in he^th as can be ex- 
pected tor a man so rick at ittrt. He sren endearours to 
affect OBtwardly a kind of traiH|ailltty, to which his iMort is 
a stranger ; utd being ashuned of hia weakness, lays'hirasctf 
under a good deal of restraint before nw. TUs only served, 
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luMrerer, to betn^ the secret a|;1dit(0iig of fail mind ;* anJ 
tkaugh I seemed tobe deoeivedby bis bebavionr, it wu oBl;f 
to leare him to-his oini thoughts, with tite riew of oppoitaf 
onepart of his taculties to repres»theefiiect of the other. 

Ha ma mnch dejected daring the firrt da)''B journey, 
nhicb I made a short one,- m I saw the expedition of our 
trftTelitn^ increased bi» aneuincM. A profound silence was 
obsened on both sides ; on my part, the ratbeF, as I am 
sensible that illwtiDMd condolence only emMtten violent 
affliction. Coldness and indifference easily find words, bmt 
sileDt senofr is in thosb cases the langnage of true frienddup.. 
I b^n yesterday to perceive the &nt sparks of tbe fury 
which natnrally snoeeeded. .(t dinner-time we bad been 
eurce a quarter of an horn oat of tbe chaise, before be 
turned to me, with an air of impatience^ and aslced me^ 
with an iU-natured mXle, *' Wby we retted ■- monenC^a 
near' Eloisa }'* In the evening, be affected to be ver^ 
talkative, but wHhoat saying a word of her, asUng tba 
nmo ^ttestions over and over agun. He wanted one momeit 
to know if we had reached the French territories, and the 
next if we sboald arrive at Vevd ? Tbe first thing he did at 
every stage was to sit down to write a letter, wluch he 
rumpled up, or tore to pieces, tbe moment afterwards. I 
picked up two or three of these blotted fragments, by wUch 
you may judge of the situatjon of bi^ mind; I believe, how. 

ever, ha has by this time iaritten.a complete iMter. The 

eitravagance whick these first symptoms oi passion thaeateo 
is easily £r)Teseen ; but I cannot pretftnd to guess what will 
be its effect, or how leng map be Us continuance ; these de. 
pend on a combtoation of circiimitanceB, as the character of 
the man, the degree and nature of his passioo, and of a 
thousand diings which no human sagacity can determine. 
For my part, I can answer for the transports of his rage, but 
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-ttA for ths ntlADOieM of hb. detpidr ; for^ do u we wJS, ■ 
mtty man hu almijri hii life in hii poirer. I flatter myself, 
bowcTM, tbat ha will pay a dse regard to liii life and n j 
awldaities ; thongh I depead lets on the efilecti of taj zeal, 
vkich aenrtheleis ihaU be exerted to the ntmost, thoo ob . 
tbe nature of hia passtoa aad the character of his miatresi, 
- Tluiraind cannot longcmplojritielf in conteaplatiag a be- 
loied ol^ect, withoat coBtracting a diipoiition lioiilu lo 
what it adffiirei. Tke extreme iweetaieu of Eioisa's temper 
-flMIt, therefore, hwte Mrffened the hardutess of that pasiioa 
U in^ired : and IdouU not bat 1or«, in a man of Buoh 
lirelf |Munou, is always more active and Tiolent than it 
would be in others. I hare some dependence also opoa hti 
Iwart : it was formed to struggle aqd to conquer. A lore lile 
Ui it not s« nach a wealuiew, as strength badly exerted, 
A Tiolent and mth^ipy pauion may siqather for a time^ per- 
haps for erer, some of his faccUties ; but it is itself a proof 
of their «x«eUence, aad-of the ns« that nay be made of then 
to .cyUir^ iiii wnderatandiiQ. The sdUimeU wisdom is 
attiinefl by the same vigoDr of mind which girei rise to the 
Tiident passions ; and [Aikwiphy giqit be attained by as fer- 
vent a zeal as that whiph we feel for a nustreBs. 

Be assured, lovely Clara, I interest myself no less than 
yon in the fate of this unfortunate coople ; sot out of a sen- 
timent of compassion, which might perhi^ be only a weak- 
tteslj bat out of a doe regard to jmdice and the fitness of 
thing), which require that every one should be disposed of in 
a manner the most advantageous to himself and to locie^. 
Their araiabte minds w«« doubtless formed by the hand of 
nature -far each other. In a peaceful and happy union, at 
liberty to exert their talents and display their virtues, they . 
might h^ eolighteaed the world with the splendour of their 
example. Why should an absurd prejodice then cross the 
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etenial dinctmns or uxtnre, ^1 Bubv«rt tte harmmiy of' 
tbiBkJBg beiDgs ? Wh^ shonld the viuiity of a cruel father 
thai bide their iighi under a batkelf ftod troand those ten- 
der and benendent hearts, which were farmed to 'soothe (he 
pangt of others ? Are not the ties of marriage the nost free, 
&3 well as the meet sacred of all engagements ? Yes, everj" 
law to lay a coutraint ori theia is ui^st. Every lather who ' 
prestmcB to fbns or break them is a tyrant. This chaste and 
holy tie of nature is H«itlHrnbjected to sovereign power nor 
parental autiiari^ ; bnt to the. avtbarity oalj ot that common 
Parent who hath the power over oiir hearts, and, by com. 
nanding thdr tmion, can at the' same time make them love 
each other. 

To whfit end arenataral cmTeoiencet sacrificed to those of 
o^nion J A dlsi^teetnrat in ntnk and fortune losed itself in 
marriage, nor dotb an vqtntlty dierein tend to make th«- 
marriage state bappy ; but a disagreement in person and dis- 
pofUtioB eiw raaa^Sj Utdit that which makes it neeeasanly 
nasenble^j A chUd ^t has no rii>e of conduct bnt her fond 
patuoB,. wiU freqaently itake a bad doice ; but the4ititer, 
whAhas n&otlMF ml^for his than the opinicHi of the world,' 



n rank and fgrtime is held so 
far preferable to Chat of nature and the heart, tbat an inequalitj 
in the fbnneris judged sufficient to prevent or dissolve the most 
happy marriages, without^any regard to the honour of the un- 
timunate lovers, who are AaSiy inade a sacrifice to such odious ' 
prejudices. I heard once a celebrated cause pleaded befora the 
Parliament at Paris, wherein the distinction of ranii: pubhely and 
insolently oppos^ honesty, Justice, and the ootyugal vow; the 
unworthy parent, who guned his caiuse, disinheriting his son, 
because he refused to act the part of a villain. The feir se* are, 
in that polite country, subjected io the greatest degree- to the 
tyranny of the laws. Is it to be wondered at that they so amply 
avenge themselves in the looseness of their manners f 
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■wUI ffl«lc» « worse. A dtmghter sULjr vuit knowledge .and 
-cxpeBKiiice to form a pn^r jndj;meDt of the diicretion and 
«oa4>ct of men ; a gvod father anj|ht doubtless in that ctM 
4a adriw JwT. Ha has a ngh[t, it la eren hk dvt^i to ca^ , 
^' My c^bjid, thiats amuiof pisbttyj or that nam is aknaTc; 
thisbatnaa of aenBe,.ar that is a fool." Thus far ongtit the 
fatber to judge ; the -teat of right belongs to the daughter; 
The tyraQts, who exclaim that snch maxima tend to diitnrb 
the g«od order of society, are those whs themielvM diitnA 
it most. 

' Let man i-ank acboiding to their merit; and. let timte 
hearts be vaited that are objects of each other's cboice. This 
is what the good order of (odety requires ; those who would 
«aii&H« it to birth or riclies, are the real diatiwbers of that 
order-; and otght to be rendered ^aos to the public, tr 
pHniabed as enemies to society. 

Jastioc raqaires that sucb abuses should be redressed : it 
is the dnl; of every man to set himself in (^position to vio- 
lenoe, and to strengthen the bonds of society. You may ba 
naiared, therefore, Aat, -if it be possible for me to effect the 
mion of these two loreri, in spita of an obsttaate father, I 
sball pat in execution the intention of HeaYou,- without trou- 
bling myself about the approbation of men. 

Ton, atm^ile CLara, are happy in hariag a father, who 
doth not preaume to judge better than yourself of the mean; 
of yonr urn hi4)pineps. It it not, however, from bis gceatee 
aagmtjf perhaps, nor fi«m his superioE tendamess, . that he 
leaves you fhns mistress, of yvur own choice.' but what sig- 
nifies the cause, if the effect be the same i or whether, in 
tlie liberty he allows you, his indolence supplies the fAace of 
his reason ? Far from abusing that liberty, the choice you 
have made at twenty years of age, must meet with tiie appro, 
bation of the roost discreet parent, Y«nir hearty (^(«n vp 
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I7 ■ frienddiip ttithoat sample, had little <roos for lave; 
Yov have yet snbstitatsd ia its pbue every tbing tint can 
mpply the want of paauon ; tutd dravgh Icsa a lover than a 
friead, if you flhoald not hippat to prove the ftmdeBt wife, 
yoo will be certAioIy tke moit virtuoiu ; that nuion, which 
pradenoe dictated, will increase witb age, and e*d bat with 
life. The impnlte of the heart ii more blind, bat it in more 
irreiirtiUe ; and the way to min, it to lay oae't celf under 
the cmel decesuty sf opposing it. Happy are theie whom 
love unites as prudence dictates, who have no obetaclM to 
nrmonnt, nat difficnlties to enconateri Sudi wonld be enr 
friendi, were it not for the tmieuomUe prgndioa of aa 
ehstinate father. And sudi, nbtwitbataiwling, maylbey be 
yet, if one of them be well ftdviied. By ysni^S'itad EtMia'a 
MBmple, we may bee^uitlly convinced that Hbeloflgs only 
to ttie parties themselves to jndge how &r they will be re. 
ciprocally agreeable. If lore be aot predonuiiant, pmdetace 
oidy directs the choicie, aa in yovr cue ; if passion prevail, 
nature has already determined it, as in Ehnsa's. iSo sacred 
also is the law -of natwa, that no hundm being is permitted 
to tram^resi it, or tmn transgress it wilJi impunity, sor caa 
any conidwatinn of rank or fortune abn^te it, wttkont 
involving mankind in guilt and misfortune. 

Though the winter be pretty far advanced, and I am obli- 
ged to go to Rom^ i «ball not leave our friend lilt I ian* 
bron^t him to such a oonsigt^Ky of ten^Mr tliat I nMyadely' 
trust him witkhimielf. I atnll be tender of hiito, as w^ <« 
bb own account, as becaase yon have entmstad him to my. 
care. If I cannot make him happy, I will eadeavouC} at 
least, to make bim prudent ; and to prevail on him to bear 
the evils of humanity like a man. I purpose to spend a 
Cortnight with him here : in which time I hope to hear from 
you mod £loisa ; and that yon will both Assist m 
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ap tfae wouitds of a broken heart, as ytit unaffected by 
the Tolce of reason, unless it speak In the langiiagfi of the 
pauioDs. 

Incloseid is a letter for ^our friend. I b^ joa will not 
tnitt it to a nessenger, but pre it her with your own bafidB. 



FRAGMENTS 

Annexed lo the preceding Letter. 

Wrt was I not permitted to see you before my departure ? 
Vou wereafraidourparting would be fatal 1 Tender Eloisa! 
be comforted — I am well — I am at ease — I lire — I tiiink of 
yon— I think of the lime when I waj dear to you — My heart is 
• littJe oppressed — The chaise has made me giddy — My spirits 
«re qidte sunk — I cannot write much to Jay ; to-morrow, per- 
haps, I shall be able to— or I shall hare no more occafioa ' 

Whither do these horxes hurry me so fast ? Where is this 
nan, who calls himself my friend, going to carry me i Is it 
from Eloisa i Is it by ber order that I am dispatched so pre. 
dfutately away ? Mistaken Eloisa ! — How rapidly does the 
chaise more I Whence come I ? Where am •! going i Why 
all tb^ expedition ? Are ye afraid, y.e persecntors, that I 
should not fly fast enough to nun ! O friendship I O lore ! 
is this your contrlrance ? are these your favours ? 

Hare you oonsnited your heart in driring me from you so 
suddenly i Are you capable, tell me, Eloisa, arc yon ca. 
pable of renouncing me for erer ? No, that tender heart 
still lores me— I know it does — In spite of fortune, in spite. 
of itself, it mil lore me for erer. — I see it, you hare per- 
nitled yourself to be persuaded.*— What lasting repentance 

* It appears by the sequel, that these suspicions fell upon Lord . 
B , and that Clara applies them to herself. 

Vol. I. M 
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are jau prqwtbg for jonrself !— Alas ! It will be too Ute— - 
How I ferget me ! IdidBotknow four heart l-^—Ohl con- 
dder yaorEslf, confer me, consider — hear me : it is yet 
time enoDgli— 'twai cruel to baniah me : 1 Bj from you 
awifter than the wind.— Sajr bat the word, but one word^ 
and I return quicker tlian lightning. Saj but one word, and 
we will be united for erer. We ou^t to be — we will be — 
Alas I t complain to the winds— I am going again — I am 
going to lire and die far from Eloisa — Idve ! did I say ? It 
is impossible.— ^M 



LETTER LXVIII. 

LOKD B TO ELOISA. 

YoDB cousin will give yon informadon concerning your 
friend. I imagine, also, he has written to you himself by 
the post. First satisfy your impatience on that head, that 
you may afterwards peruse this letter with composure ; for 
I gire you previous notice, the subject of it demands your 
attention. I know mankmd ; I have lired a long time in a 
few years, and have acquired experience at my own cost; 
the progress of the passions baring been my road to pbOoso. 
phj. But of all the extraordinary things that hare come 
within the compass of my obserration, I nerer saw any tidng 
equal to yon and your lorer. It is not that either the one 
or the other has any peculiar characteristic, whereby you 
might at first be known and distinguished, and through the 
want of which yours might well enough be mistaken, by a 
superficial obserrer, for minds of a common and ordinary 
cast. You are eminently distlognished, however, by this 
rery difficulty of disttngoishing you, and In that the features 
of a common model, some one of which is wanting in ercry 
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IndWidual, are all equftllj^ perfect ia you. Thus every 
printed copy that comei from the press has ita peculiar de- 
fects, «b1ch diBtingaish it from Uie rest of its kind ; and if 
tjiere should happen to come one quite perfect, howerer 
beautiful it might appear at tint sight, it lauit be accurately 
examined to know its perfection. The first time I saw your 
' lover, I was struck as with something new ; my good opinion 
of him increasing dally, in proportion aa I foond cause. 
With regard to yonrself, it was quite otherwise ; and tho 
sentiments you inspired were such as I mistook for those of 
lore. The impression you made on me, however, did not 
arise so much from a difference of sex, as from a characte- 
^rlstical perfeclion, of which the heart cannot be insensible, 
thoagh love were out of the question. I can see what you 
would be, though without your friend ; but I cannot pretend 
to say what he would prove vithout y«u. Many men may 
resemble him ; bnt there is but one Ellirisa in the world. 
After doing yon an injury, which I shall sever forgive my- 
self, yonr letter soon convinced me of the nature of my sen- 
timents concerning yon. I fovnd I was not jealous, and 
consequently not in love. I saw that yon were too amiable 
for me ; that you deserved the first fruits of the heart, and 
thatnioe was onworthy of you. 

From that moment, I took an interest in yonr mutnal 
hairiness, which will never abate ; and, imagining It in my 
power to remove every obstacle to yonr bliss, I made an in. 
discreet a[^Iication to your father ; the bad success of which 
is one motive to animate my seal in your favour. Indulge 
me so far as to hear me, and perhaps I may yet repair the 
mischief I have occasioned. Exanune your heart, Eloisa, 
Bud see if it be possible for you to extinguish the flame witb 
which it bnruB. There was a time, perhaps, when yon 
M 2 
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would have stopped iti progress ; bnt if Eloisa fen from k 
state of innoceDce, bow will she resist after her fall ? How 
will >he be able to witlistaiid the power of lore triumpUBg 
over ber weakness, and armed with the dangerous weapmu 
of her part pleasures ? Let not yoar heart impose onitsdf j 
but renonace the fallacious presumption that seduces you— 
yon are andone, if you are still to combat with lore ; you 
will be debated and ranqnished, while a sease of your de- 
basement will by degrees stifle all yoar Tirtues. Love has 
insinuated itself too far into yonr mind, for you ever to 
drire it thence. It haa eaten its way, has penetrated into its 
inmost recesses, like a corrosire menstruam, whose impress 
sions yon will never be able to efface, without destroying, tit 
the same time, all that rirtnoas sensibili^ yon received from 
the huid of nature — root oat love from yourn^d, and yoa 
wilt hare notlung left in it tmly estimable. Incapable of 
changing the condition of your heart, what then remains for 
you to do ? Xodiing sare but to render your union legitimate- 
To this end I will propose to yon the only method whidi 
now offers. Make nse of it while it is yet time, and add 
to innocence and virtue the exercise of tiiat good sense witb 
which Heaven has endowed you. 

I have a pretty considerable estate in Yorkshire, wMck 
Jias been long in our family, and was the seat of my ancestors. 
The mansion.honse is Old, bnt in good condition, and con- 
venient ; the country abont it is solitary, hot pleasant and 
variegated. The river Ouse, which runs through the park^ 
presents at once a charming prospect to the view, and aAuds 
a commodious transport for all kinds of necessaries. The 
income of the estate is snflirieat for the repotable maintenance 
of tiie master, and mightbe doubled in its value, if under his 
immedate inspection. Hateful prepossession and blind preb 
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^idicwbarboiir not ia that delightfol couutiy ; tb« peaceful 
inhabitant of which preserres th« ancient nunnen, whose 
sii^>Ucity presents to yon a picture of the Valois, such as is 
described by the affecting touches of your lover's pen. This 
estate, Elotsa, is yonn, if you will deign to accept it, and 
KsMe therewith your friend. There may you see ac com. 
plished all those tender wishes with which he concludes the 
letter I hare jost hinted at. 

Come, amuble and faithful pair 1 the choicest pattern of 
trae loTers ; come and take possession of a spot destined for 
the asylam of love and innocence. Come, and, in the face 
of God and man, confirm the gentle ties by which you are 
nnited. Come, and let your example do honour to a coun- 
try .where your virtues will be revered, and wJiere the 
people, bred up in innocence and simplicity, will be proud 
to indtate them. May yon enjoy in (hat peacefid retirement, 
«nd with the same sentiments that united you, the happiness 
of souli truly refined 1 may your chaste embraces be crowned 
with offspring resembling yourselves ! may you see your 
days lengthened to an honourable old age, and peacefully 
end them in the arms of yonr chidrea ! and may our poste- 
rity, in relating the story of your union, affectingly repeat, 
'^ ilere aa» the atylum of innocence, ihit wat the refuge 
of the two lovers.'" 

Yonr destiny, Bloisa, is in yonr own power. Weigh 
maturely the proposal I make to you, and examine only 
the main point ; for, as to the rest, I shall take upon myself 
to settle every thing with your friend, and make firm and 
irrevocable the engagement into which I am willing to enter- 
I ^all take charge also for the security of yonr departure, 
and the care of your person till your arrival. There you may 
be immediately married wittiout difficolty : for with us, a 
girl that is marriageable has no need of any one's consent to 
MS 
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dispose of herself as she pleases*. Our kws contradict iiof 
those of natare ; and although there sometines reialt from 
their agreement some slight iDConveniences, thej are nodiing 
com[>areil to those it prerents. J faave leftat Vevai my *alet- 
de.chanihre, - a man of prcMty and conrage, as well as dis- 
creet, and of approved fideU^. Yon may eaiiij concert 
matters with him, either hj word of month, or by letter, 
with the assistance of Reggianino, without the latter's know- 
ing any thing of the affair. When every thing is ready, -we 
will set out to meet yon, and yon shall not quit your father's 
boQse but under the condnct and protection of your hnsbaad, 
I now leave yon to think of my proposal : bat give me 
teaTe to say again, Beware of the consequences of prejudice, 
and those false scrnples, whith too often, under the pretest 
of hononr, condnct us to vice. I foresee what will happen 
to yon- if you reject my offers. The tyranny of an obstinate 
father will plunge yon into an abyss you will not be aware of 
till after your fall. Your gentleness of disposition degene. 
rates sometimes into timidity : yon will fall a sacrifice to 
the chimerical distinction of rankf ; yon will be forced into 
an engagement which your heart will abhor. Tbe world 
may approre your conduct, but your heart will doily gire 
the lie to pnUic opinion ; yon will be honoured, and yet 
contemptible in your own opinion. How much better is it 
to pass your life in obscurity and virtue ! 

P. S. — Being in donbt concerning your resolution, I 
write to you, unknown to your friend ; lest a refusal on 

* It is to be observed, that these letters were written befure the 
act of parliament, called the Marriage-Mt, bad passed id England. 

f Chimerical distinction of rank 1 It is ao English peer that 
talks thus. Can there be any reality in idl this i Reader, what 
think you of it r 
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joar put should rnin at once the ezpectalioiis I bare 
fonaed of die good effects my care and advice may hare upon 
hJB mind. 



LSTTKR LXIX. 

FROM ELOISA TO CLAHA, 
Os ! my dew, in what trouble did yon leave me last 
night I and what a night did I pass in reflecting on Hik con- 
leBts of that fatal letter ! No, never did so powerful a temp- 
tation assail my heart ; never did I experience the like agi. 
tation of mind ; nor was ever more at a loss to compose it. 
Hitherto, reason has darted some ray of li^t to direct my 
steps : on every embarrassing occasion, I have been able to 
discern the most virtoous part, and immediately to embrace 
it. But DOW, debased and overcome, my cesolution does' 
nothing but fluctuate between contending passions :. my 
weak heart has now no other choice but its foibles ; and so 
deplorable is my blindness- that,. if I even choose for the best, 
my choice is not directed by virtue, and therefore I feel no' 
less remorse than if I had done ill. You know whom my 
fiUher designs fur my husband : you know, also, to whom 
the indissoluble bond of love has united me : would I be 
virtuous,, filial obedience and plighted tows impose on me 
contradictory obll^tions. Shall I follow the inclinatioDs of~ 
my heart ? ShallLpay a greater r^rd to a lover than to- 
rn parent i In listening to the voice of either l ove or nature^ 
I cannot avoid driving the one or the other, to despair. Id 
sacrificing myself to my duty, I must either way be guilty of 
a crime, and whichever party I take, I must die criminal! 
and nnliappy. 

M 4 
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Ah, my dear friend ! yoii, ' who We been my constant 
and only i^sanrce, who hsre Mved me so often from deatli 
and despair, oh ! ttunk of my present horrible state of mind ; 
for nerer vere yonr kind offices of consolalion more neces. 
sary. Yon know I have listened to yonr adtice ; tliat I 
hare fallowed yonr counsel : yon have seen how far, at tbe 
expence of my haf^ness, I have paid a deference to the 
voice of friendship. Take pity on me, then, in the trouble 
you hare bronght upon me. As you have liegnn, continue 
to assist me ; sustain my drooping spirits, and think for her 
who can no longer think for herself. Yon can read this 
heart that lores you ; yon know it better than I ; learn tiien 
mf difficulties, and choose in my stead, nnce I have no 
longer the power to will, nor the reason to choose for 
myself. 

Read over die letter of that generous Englishman : read it, 
my dear, again and again. Are you not affected by the 
charming picture he has drawn of that happiness which lore, 
peace, and Tirtue hare yet in store for yonr friend E How 
rarishlng that union of souls ! Wfaal inexpressible delight it 
affords, even in the midst of remorse ! Heavens ! how would 
my heart r^uice in conjngai felicity 1 And is innocence and 
happiness yet in my power ! May I hope to exfrire with love 
and joy, in the embraces of a beloved husband, amidst the 
dear pledges of his tenderness ! Shall I hesitate then a mo- 
ment, and not fly to repair my faults in the arms of him who 
seduced me to commit them ? Why do I delay to become a 
virtuous and chaste mother of an endearing family ? Oh I 
tiiat my parents could but see me thus raised ont of my dege- 
neracy ! That they might but see how well I would acquit 
myself, in my turn, of those sacred dnties they have dis. 
charged towards me ! — And yours ! ungrateful, unnatural 
daughter t (mighttbey not say?) who shall discharge yours to 
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tiiem, wbeQ yon are so read; to forget tttem } Ii it b;^ plnn. 
I^Dg a dagger into ttie heart of joar own motlier, that yoa I 
prepare to become a motlier youraelff Can she who diaho^ I 
noars her own family, teach her children to reipect theirs ! 
60, nnworthy Otgect of tlie bUnd fondness of your do- 
ting parents ! abandon them to their grief for liaving giren 
yon birth ; load their old age with infamy, and bring titeir 
grey hairs wjtb sorrow to the grave.— Go, and enjoy, if thon 
canit, a hap[diie»s p«r«hased at such a prke, 
■ Good God I what horrors snrronud me I shall I fly bj 
ttcaltfa from my native country, dishonour my family, aban. 
dm at once father, moUier, friends, relations, - and even 
fOn, my dear Clara ; yon, my gentle friend, so fret) Ixjoved 
of my heart; you, who frtun oar earKett infancy hav« 
hardly ever been absent from me a day — shall I leave yon, 

lose you, never see you more i Ah, no,! May sever — ~ 

How wretched, how crueUy ifilicted is ye«r nnhapf^ frlendl 
She sees before ber a variety of evils ; and nothing remains 

to yidd her cansolatton. Bat my mind wasders — so 

many conflicts surpass my strength, and perplex my reason i 
I lose at once my fortitade and nnderstanding. I have no 
hope but in yon alone. Advise me — choose for me — 01. 
leave me to perish in perplexity and despair. 



LETTER LXX. . 

ANSWER TO THE PRKCEDING. 

There is too just cause, my dear Eloisa, for your perplex. 

ity ? I foresaw, but could not prevent it : I feel, but cannot 

remove it : nay, what is still worse in your unhappy situa. 

tion, there is no one (hat can extricate yon but yourself. 

Were prudence only required, friendship might posfibly re- 

M 5 
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ti«<Fe ywir agitated mind ; were it oaif oecesstry to choose 
the good from the evil, oustakem pauioa mi^t be over-ruLed 
by disintoiested adrice. But in joai cage, whaterw side yov. 
take, natue boUi aatborizes and condemtts you ; reaton - at 
th« awne time commends uid blamei joa i duty is silent, or 
ajutradicts itself ; the consequences are eqcally to be dreaded 
on one part or tlie other : in the mean while, yon can nei- 
ther safely dioose nor remain undetermined ; yon have no- 
thing but erils to take your choice of, and your heart ib 'th« 
only proper judge which of them it can best aopport. I own, 
the uDportance of the ikliberatian frightens and extremely 
^icts me. Wkaterer destiny yon prefer, it will be still un. 
worthy of yon ; and as I can neidier point out your duty, 
nor conduct yen to happineis, I hare not the courage to de< 
ride for yon. This is the first refasal yon ever met iriUi 
from your friend ; and I feel, by tiie pain K cocts me, that it 
would be the last : but I should betray your coafideiu:e, 
should I take upon me to direct you in an aflair, about which 
prudence itself is sitent, and in which yonr best aMd pnly guide 
is ywir own iDcIlBatioo. 

Blane me not wnmgfully, Eloisa, nor condemn me toe 
soon, I know there are friends so circumspect that, not to 
expose themselves to consequences, they refuse to give Aetr 
advice on difficult occasions, and by that reserve but increase 
the danger of those they should serve. Think me not one ot 
those ; yon wiU Ke presently, if this heart, sincerely yours, 
is capable of such timid precanlions ; permit me, therefore, 
instead of advising you in yonr affairs, to mention a little of 
- my owa. 

Have you never observed, my dear, how much every one 
who knows yon, is attached to your person?— —That a fa. 
ther ur mother should be fond of an only daughter, is not at 
all snrprisiug ; that an amorons youth should be inflamed by 
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ft loT^jrottject, is also u Utths extraordiDuy ; batdmt, «t in 
age of sedatcneis and imtarify, a man of n cold a dl^tosl- 
tlon as Mr, Wolmar should be taken, with yon at first ught ; 
thc£ a wliole tuaUy sboald be nnanimoiis to idolize 70a ; Aat 
yon should be as much tJie dariiag of a matr so little afllbct^Kt- 
ate as tuj fiuher, and periiapa more so than my of his own 
children; that friends, acqnaiatance, domestics, neighbours, 
thattheinbabituMof a wltole iawa, should unanimoiMly join 
inadmiringuwi respecting yon ; thiH,mydcar^aconcarreDce 
of oirctnnstances more extraordinary, and which could nothate 
lu^ipened, did yon not poisess sometbing peqtliarly enga. 
gii^. Do yon know, E1(hbb, what diig something is ? It is 
Dither yonr beauty, yonr wit, yonr affabili^, nor any thing 
that is understood by the talent of pleasing ; but it is tiiat 
t^iderness of beart, that Bweetnesa of cU^iontion that haano 
equal; itisthe talentof lonogothers, say. dea*-, thatmakea I 
you so nnirersally beloved. Erery other cham may be ' 
withstood) bat benerolenoe is irresittible ; and there is no 
method so sure to obtain the lore of others, as that of luTing 
an affection for them. There are a thousand women more 
l>eantifnl ; many are as agreeable ; bnt yon alone possess, 
with all that is agreeable, that seducing cbann, which not only 
pleases, but affects and raviihes erery heart. It is easily per. 
ceived that yours reqaest only to-be accepted; end the da~ 
Hghtful sympathy it pants after, flies to reward itintnrm 

Tou see, for instance, wtlh surprise, the incredible affec- 
tion Lord B— — has for yonr friend : yon see his zeal for 
yonr bapplneis; you receive witli admiration hb generous, 
offers ; you attribute them to hb virtne only. My dear con. 
sin, yon are mistaken. God forbid I shoald. extenuate his 
Lordship's beneficence, or underroluo his greatness of soul I 
but, beliete me, his seal, disinterested aS" it is, would be less 
fervcBtj if nnder the same circomstancsi be bad to do witlu 
M ft 
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4ifi«rmt peO[de. It is the irre^tible Mcendant yaa uid 
.yvur fiiend bate orer bim, that, without his percdving it, 
detenoinM liU resolutioa, and makei him do that oat otttlkt!- 
tion, which he imBginei proceeds osly from motlTM of gene- 
mitj. This is what always will be effected by minds of a 
cvitain temper. They transfonn, in a nanner, ereiy otiief 
into their, own likeness ; having a sphere of activity wh«r«in 
nothing can reust their power. It is imposrihle to know 
withont imitating them, while from &mr own snUime eleva- 
tion tiiey attract all that are about than. It is for this rea. 
■on, my dear, that neitfaer yon nor your M«nd will perhaps 
ever know mankind; fbr yon will nther see diem such as 
yon model them, than such as theyare intJwmselTeB, Yon 
w31 lead dte way for all flMMe among whom yon iWe ; others 
will either imitate or fly from yon ; and perhaps yon will 
meet with notiiiog in the world similar to what yon have hi* 
tliertoseen. 

Let OS come now to myself; to whomtbe tie of coasau. 
gttinity, a siisUarity of age, and, above all, a perfect confor- 
mity of taste andhumonr, with a very opposite temperament; 
haTe united to yon from your inhncy, 

Congitiitti eran gVaibtr-gM, 
Mapiu con^unti t cori : 
Coi^orme ira I etate. 
Ma V fewer ^u eonformt. 

By birtti \a person close allied, 

Yet closer still in mind ; 
Ne^r in oiir years, yet in our thoughts 

More indmately join'd. 

What, tUnfc yoD, has been the effect irf that captivatkg 
inflirence, which is felt by every one that approaches you, on 
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ker wbo hu be«n iutimate with you from her childhc»od i 
Can you think there lobsiBts betireen as but an ordinary con- 
nexion! DonotmineeyeBCominiiDicatet^ir ^rklingjoy in 
meeting yours 1 Do yon not perceive in my heart the pleamre 
of partaking your pains, and lamenting with you ? Can I 
forget that, in the first transports of a growing passion, ny. 
Mendship Wfts nerer disagreeabie ; and that the complaints of 
yonr lorer could never prevail (m yon to send me from yon, 
or pravent me frmn bong a witness to yonr weakncn I This, 
my Ekdsa, was a critical jnnctnre. I am sensible how great 
a sacrifice you made to modesty, in making me acqnamted 
wfth an error I happily escaped. Never shonld I have been 
yonr confident had I been bnt half yonr friend, — no, onr 
souls felt themselves too intimately united for any thing ever 
to part them. 

What is it that makes the frioidship of women, I mean of 
those who are capable of love, so lukewarm and short-lived i 
It is the interests of love-~(t 19 the em^rire.of beanty — it is 
the jealousy of conquest. . Now, if any tbtog of that Idnd 
could have divided us, we shosld have been already divided. 
But, were my heart less insensible to love, were I even igno- 
rant that yonr affections are so deeply rooted as to end but 
with life, your lover is my friend, my brother : who ever knew 
die ties of a sincere friendship broken by those of love P As 
for Mr. Orbe, he may be long enon^ proud of your good 
ofHnion, beforeit will give me Qie least uneasiness; nor have 
I any stronger inclination to keep him by violence, than yen 
have to take him from me. Would to Heaven I could cure 
you of your passion, at the expence of his I Though I keep 
him with pleasure, I should with greater pleasure resign 
him. 

With regard to my person, I may make what pretensions 
I please to bean^ ; you will not set yourself in competilum 
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with me ; br I am lare it will nerer enter into your head to 
dedre to know which of ob is the handsomest. I molt con^ 
few, I have not been eltogelher so indifferent en Qiis head-; 
bnt knew how to give place to your superiority, without the 
least mortification. Methinlu I am rather proud tiian jea> 
Ions of it; for as the charms- of yonr features are such as 
wonld not become mine, they take nothing from me ; whereas 
1 think myself liandsome in four Iwauty, amiable in your 
graces, and adorned with your talents ; thus I pride myself 
in your perfections, and admire myself the most in you. I 
abaU nerer choose, howeTer, lo give pain on my own account ; 
bdng snffidently handsome in myself for any. use I have for 
beauty. Any thing more is needless ; and it requires not 
much humility to yield the superiori^ to you. 

Yon are doubtless impatient to know, to what purpose it 
all this preamble. It is to this-!— I cannot give yonihe adiice 
yon request. I have given you my reasons for it ; bnt. Dot- 
withstanding this, the choice you shall make for yonrself 
will at tile same time be that of your friend ; for, whatever 
be your fortune, I am resolved to accompany yon, and par- 
take of it. If yon go, I follow yon — if yon stay, so do I. 
I have formed a determined and unalterable resolution. If ia 
my duty, nor shall any thing prevent me. My fatal indole 
gence to your passion has been yoor rain; yonr deatinjr 
might, therefore, to be mine- and, as we have been insepara- 
ble from our cradles, we ought to be so to the grave. 

I foresee yon will think this an absurd project ; it is, how-^ 
ever, at Iwttom, a more discreet one, perhaps, than you 
imagine ; I have not the same motives for doubt and irneao. 
lotion as you have. In the first place, as to my family; if l 
leave an easy father, I leave an iodlSerent oae,. who permits 
his children to do just as they please, more tlirough neglect 
than indulgence : for you know he interests hinuelf much 
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moK in die afliiirs of Europe than hia own, and that hb 
daughter b mach leas the object of his concem than the Prag- 
matic Sanction. I am, besides, not like you, an only child, 
and shall be hardly miBSed among those that remain. 

It is true, I leaye a treaty of marriage jus't on the point of 

being brought to a conclusion. Manco male, my dear ; 

it is the afiair of Mr. Orbe, if he lores me, to console him- 
self for the disappointment. For my part, olUiongh I esteem 
his character, am not without affection for his person, and 
regret in his loss a rery honest man, he is nothing to tne in 
comparison to Eloisa. Tell me, Is the Soul of any sex, I re. 
ally cannot perceive It in mine. I may have my fancies, bat 
very little of love. A husband might be asefal to me ; bnt 
he wonldnever beany thing to me but a husband; and that a 
girl vho is not ugly may find erery where. But take carej 
my dear cousin, although / do not hesitate, I do not say that 
^uoDghtnot; nor would I intinnate that you should re^ 
solve to do what / am resolved to imitate. Tbere is a wide 
difference between you and me : and your diity is much se- 
verer than mine. Yon know that an unparalleled affection 
foryonpOBMSses my heart, and almost stifles every other sen. 
timent. From my infancy I have been attached to yon by 
an habitual and irresistible impuhe; so that I perfectly lore 
no one else \ and if I have same few ties of nature and gra. i 
titode to break through, I shall be encouraged to do it by | 
your example. I shall say to myself, I have but imitated 
BloisB, and shall thiuk myvelf justified. 
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ELOISA TO CLARA. 
I UHDSBBTAND you, my dear Clara, and thank yon. For 
once, at least, I will do my duty ; and shall not be totaUy 
unworthy of your friendBbip. 



LETTER LXXl. 

ELOISA TO LORD B . 

Yovm. Lordghip's last letter has affected me in the highest 
degree irith admiration and gratitude ; nor will my friend, 
who is hononred with yonr protection, be less so, when he 
knows the obligations you would bare conferred on ns. The 
onbapjiy, alas ! only know tbe Tatue of benevolent minds. 
We bad before but too many reasons to acknowledge that of 
yonra, whose heroic tirtue will nerer be forgotten, though 
after this it cannot surprize ns. 

How fortunate should I think myself to lire under the au- 
spices of so generous a friend, and to reap from your bene, 
volence that happiness which fortune has denied me ! But I 
see, my liord, I see with despair, yonr good designs will be 
frustrated ! my cruel destiny will counteract your frtendsUp; 
and (he delightful prospect of the blessings you ofler to my 
acceptance serves only to render their loss more sensible. 
You offer a secure and agreeable retreat to two persecuted 
lovers ; you would render their passion legitimate, tbelr 
union sacred; and I know that, under your protection, I 
could easily elude (he pursuits of my irritated relations. ' This 
would complete unr love, but would it ensure our felicity! 
Ah! no: If yon would have Eloisa contented aadbappy^ 
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give her ftn aBylum ^et more secnre, sn Rsylnm from atianH 
and repentance. Yon anticipate our wants, and, by an no* 
paralleled generosity, deprive yourself of your own fortnne 
to bestow on ns. More wealthy, tnorehonoiired by your be- 
nerolence than my own patrimony, I may recover every 
tUog I have lost, and you will condeBcend to supply the place 
of a father. Ah I my Lord, shall I be worthy of anotbw 
father when I abandon him whom natare gave me 7 

This is the sonrce of the reproaches my woimded COQa 
science makes me, and of those secret pangs that rend my 
heart. 

I do not enquire whether I have a right to dispose of my- 
self contrary to the will of those who gave me birdi ; bat 
whether I can do it without involving them in a mortal afllc- 
tion ; whether I can abandon them without bringing them to 
despfur ; whetiier, alas ! I have a right to take away their life 
who gave me mine ? How long has the virtuous mind taken 
upon itself thus to balance the rights of consanguinity and 
laws of nature? Since when has the feeling heart presumed 
thus nicely to distinguish the bounds of filial gratitude ? Is 
it not a crime to proceed in questioning our duty to its very 
utmost limits ? Will any one so scmpnlonsty inquire into ito 
extent, unless they are tempted to go b^ond it I Shall I cru- 
elly abandon those by whom I live and breathe — those who so 
tenderly preserve the life and lieing they gave me — those who 
have no hope, no pleasure but in me ? A father near sixty 
years of age ! A mother weak and languishing ! I their on. 
ly child ! Shall I leave them without help in the solitude and 
troubles of old age ; at a time when I should exercise towards 
them that tender solicitude they hare lavished on me i Shall 
I involve their latter days in shame and sorrow ? Will not 
my troubled conscience incessantly upbraid me, and represent 
nydesp^ring parents breathing out their last in curses on 
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tbeU-nngntetiil daughter that forsook Bad duhonoQKdtliem i' 
Soy ny Lord, Tirtne, whose pathA I haie forsaken, may in 
iota abandon me, and do longer actuate tay henrt ; but this 
horrible idea will inpplj its dictalos, will follow, will tor. 
ment me ereiy hour of my life, and make me miserable, in 
the midst of happiness. In a word, if I am doomed to be 
unhappy the rest of my days, I will mn the risk of erer^r 
other remorse ; but thig is toe horrible for me to support. I 
COOfeu 1 cannot invalidate your argnmenta. I bavebitt'tOB 
great an inclination to think them just ; but, my Lord, yon 
are unmarried ; do not you think a man ought to be a father 
himself, to adrise the cfaildr«i«f others ? As to me, I am de- 
termined what to do : my parents wU make me unbaj^y, I- 
know they will : but it will be less hard for. me to-suppoit 
my own misery than the thought of having been the cause of 
theics i- for which reason, I will never forsake my father's 
honse. Begone, then, ye sweet and flattering illusions! 
Ideas of so desirable a felicity ! Go, vanish like a dream : 
for Bucb I will ever think ye. And yon, too generous friend, 
lay aside your agreeable designs, and let their remembrance 
only remain in the bottom of a heart, too grateful ever to 
forgeithem. If our misfortunes, however, are not too great 
to discourage your noble mind ; if your generosi^ is not to- 
tally exhausted, Ifaere is yet a way to exercise it with repik- 
tatiou, and he, whom you honour under tbe name of friend, 
may under your care be deserving of it. Judge not of him 
by the situation in which yon now. see him ; his eitrava^uco 
is not the effect of pusillanimity, but of an ambitious and 
susceptible disposition making head against adversity. There 
is often more insensibility than fortitude in apparent modeni- 
tion; common men know nothing of violent sorrov, nor do 
great passions ever break oat in weak minds. He posses&es 
«U that ene^y of ^sentiment which is the characteristic of 8 
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noble lonl; and which is, al&sl the cauM of my praaent 
dupoir. Yanr Lordship maj indeed beliere me, had he beta 
only a eomvon man, Eloiaa had not been Hiidone, 

No, mj Lord, that secret prepossession in his raTOnr, 
which was followed by our manifest esteem, did not deceive 
joa. - He is worthy of all yon did for hia before yon were 
acquainted with bis merit; and yott will do more for him. If 
possible, as you know him better. Yes, be yonr IjOrdiUp 
his comforter, his patron, his friend, his father ; it is both for 
yonr own pfce and his I conjnre you to this ; he will justify 
yoor confidence, he wlU honour your benefactions, be will 
practise yonr pKcepts, he will imitate your Tirtues, and 
will learn yonr wisdom. Ah ! my Lord, if he shaald be- 
come in yonr hands what he is citable of bung, youwilj 
have reason to be proud of yonr charge. 



LETTER LXXIl. 
FBOM HLOISA. 
And do yon, too, my dear friend ! my only hope t do 
you come to wonnd afresh my heart, oppressed already with 
a load of sorrow \ I was prepared to bear the shocks of ad« 
Tersity ; long has my foreboding heart snnonuced Ih^ co- 
ming ; and I should hare supported them with, patience ; 
but yon, for whom I suffer ! — insupportable I I am struck- 
with horror to see my sorrows aggravated by"ane who ought 
t0 alleTi&te them. What tender consolations did not I pro- 
mise myself to receive from yon i Bnt all are vanished with . 
your forthnde ! How often have I not flattered myself, that 
your magnanimity would strengthen my weakness; thatyonr 
deserts would efface my error ; and your elevated virtnes 
raise up my debased mind t How many times hare I not dried 
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Dp my tears, saying to myselT, I Buffer for him, it is tine,, 
lint he is vorthy — I am cnlpaUe, bat he is rirtDoiis — I hBf» 
a thousand troubles, but hb conitancy iupports me ; in hiS' 
lore I find a recompense for all my aires. Vain imagination 1 
<Hi the first trial tboa bast deceived me ! Where is now that 
raUime passion wUdi cootd derate yonr sentiments, ■Ani 
display yonr Tirtues ? WliBt is become of those high boasted 
lUKrims ? your imitation of great examples ? Where is that 
pUlosopher whom adrersity conld not ahalie, yet ftdls before 
die first accident that parts fahn from Ins mistress ? ilow ^all. 
I hereafter excUEe my ill conduct to myself, when in hint 
Aat seduced me, I see a man without courage, etfeminate ; 
one whose weak mind sinks under the first reverse of for- 
tune, and absurdly renonnoes his reason the moment he has 
occasion to make use of it ? Good God I tbat in my pre- 
sent state of humiliation I should be reduced to blush for my 
choice, as much as for my weakness. 

Reflect a little—think how far you forget yourself; can 
your wandering and impatient mind stoop so low as to be 
guilty of cmelty ? Do yon presume to reproach me i Do 
yon complun of me i — complaiH of Kloiia 1 Barbarous 
man ! — How comes it that remorse did not hold your hand ? 
why did not the most endearing proofs of the tenderestpasdon 
tiiat everexbted, deprive yon of the power to iusultme ? Bow 
despicable must be your heart, if it can doubt of the fidelity 
of mine ? — But no, you do not, you cannot doubt it. I dea 
fy your utmost impatience to do this ; nay, even at this in- 
stant, while I express my abhorrence of your injustice, yon 
must see, too plainly, the cause of the first emotion of unger 
I ever felt in my life. 

Was it you that asked me whetiier I had not ruined 
myself by my inconsiderate confidence, and if my designs 
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Ind not nicceeded ? How would yon not blusb for sucb 
xrael losiQnatiotu, if you kn«w the foDdbopes that seduced 
tne, if jon knew tbe projects I had formed for onr mutual 
happinesa, and how they ara now raniahed with all tay com- 
forts. I dare flatter nyMlf still, you will one day know 
better, and yonr remorse amply revenge yonr reproaches. 
Yon know my other's pvahibitian ; yon are qot ignorant c^ 
-the public talk ; I foresaw the caoseqaences ; I had them r^ 
presented to yon by my coniin : yon were as sensible of them 
■a we, and for our mnbial preserr^ion it was necessary to 
Bubmit to a separation. 

I, therefore, drore yon away, as you injuiiondy term it. 
But for whose sake was I induced to this ? Have you no 
4elicacy ? Ungrateful manl it was for the sake of a heart 
insensible of its own worth, and that would rather die a thou, 
sand deaths than see me rendered infamous. Tell me what 
would become of you, if I were giren up to shame i Do 
yon think you could support my disbonour ? Come, cruel as 
yon are, if you think so ; come, and receive the sacrifice of 
my reputation with the same fortitude as I will offer it np. 
Come back, nor fear to be disclaimed by her to whom you 
were always dear. I am ready to declare in the face of hea> 
Ten and earth the engagements of onr matual passion ; I am' 
ready boldly to declare you my loTer, and to expire in your 
arms witii affection and shame. I had rather the whole 
world should know my tenderness, than that you should one 
moment donbt it : the shafts of ignominy wound not so 
deep as your reproaches. 

I conjure you, let us for eter put an end to these recipro- 
cal complaints ; they are to me intolerable. Good heavens I 
how can those who love each other, delight in quarrelling ; 
andlose, in (ormontingthemselves, those moments in which 
they stand in need of mutual consolation ! No, my friend, 
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^riwt end doe* it Mrre to «&ct a diu^reeraeat which do« bot 
subsbt i Let oi complain of fortune, bat not of lore. Ne- 
ver did it form a more perfect, a more laitiug nnien ; oar 
loals ire too intimstelj bleaded ever to be separated : noF 
can we Ure apart from each other, bat as two parta of one be- 
ing. How i> itf then, that you only feel your own griefs ? 
Why do yon not (ympatbiie with tboie of yonr frigid i Why 
do you not perceire in your breast tbe hearUfelt sighs of 
hers ? Alas t they are more afiecting than your impaisioned 
Taiings ! If yoa partook of roy luSerings, you would erea 
more seTerely feel them than your own. 
/ Yen say your Gitnation is deploraUe 1 Think of Elcrisa's, 
; and- bunent only for her. Consider, hi oar common mirfor- 
tnne, tbe different state of your sex and mine, and judge 
which Is most deplorable. Affected by riolent pasrions, to 
pretend to be inseosible ; a [vey to a thousand griefs, to be 
Obliged to appear cbeerM i»d content;' to have a serene 
covntenance with on agitated mind ; to epeak always contra^ 
to one's thoughts ; to disguite all we feel ; to be deoeitfol 
dm>u{^ obligation, and to speak untruth through modesty ; 
such b the habitual situation of every young woman of my 
age. — ^ — Thus we pass the prime of our youth, under the ty. 
nmny of decorum, which is at length aggravated by that of 
oar parents, in forcing us into an unsuitable marriage. In 
vain, however, would men lay a restraint on the indinationa ; 
the heart gives law to itself ; it elndes the shackles of slavery, 
and bestows itself at its own pleasure. 

Clogged with a yoke of iron, which Heaven does not im- 
pose on us, they unite tbe body widHHit the soul ; the per> 
son and the inclinations are. separately engaged, and an nn- 
hi^>py victim is forced into gnSt, by obliging her to enter in_ 
to a sacred engagement, which she wants, in one respect or 
otiKr, an essential powerto fnlfil. Are there not some young 
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-women m(»« discraet ? Alas! I know there Kre. There ara 
those that baTo* aerer loTed ! Peace be with them I They 
hare withstood tiiat fatal pafision 1 I would also have reiiited 
iL Thej are more rirtnous 1 Do they loYe lirtae better 
4han I ! Had it not been for yon, for you alone, I had erer, 

loved it. — Is it then true ^lat I lore rirtae no longer i Is 

Jtyoa thathaive ruined me, and is it] who must console yctn! 
Bot irtiat will become of me ? — The consolation of frieadihqi 
is weak where that of lo*e is wanting 1 Wlio then can ipwe 
me cond'ort in my afSictiot) P With what a dreadful uti»- 
tioQ am I threatened 1 I, who, for hETiug conmiitted a crime, 
see myself ready to be plunged into a new scene of:gailt, 1^ 
entering into an abhorred, and perhaps inevitable -mamage 2 
W^re shall I find (ean suffii^ent to monm my guilt, and 
lament n^ lorer, if I yield i On the other hand, liow shall I 
fiod resolution, in my present depression-uf mmd, to resisti 
Metltinks, I see alreadytbe/uryof an Incensed fiitheri Ifeel 
myself already moved by the cnrjes of nature 1 I feel my heart, 
strings torn by tiie pangs of lore. Deprived of thee, I am 
without resource, without support, without hope : the past 
is disgraceful, the present afflicting, and Qie future terrible. 
I thought I had done every thing for our happiness, but we 
are ouly made more miseraMe, by preparing die way for a 
more cruel s^Huatioii, Our fleeting pleasure is past, while 
the remorse it occaskmed remains, aad the shame which over- 
whelms me is witliont ^leriation. 

It b^ngB to me, to me rione, to be weak and miserable. 
Let me then weep aud suffer ; tny tears are inediaiiidble as 
my fault is Irreparably, while time, that soyereign cure for I 
almost every thing, brings to me only new motives for tears ; i 
but yon who have no violence to fear, who are unmortified 
by siiame, whom nothing constrains to disguise your sentU 
mente ; you, who have only just tasted misfortune, andpos. 
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Ben «t least jonr former lirtnes uabLemislied ; bow Aten joa 
demean joarseli so far, aa to aigh and sob like a woman, or 
betray your unpatience like a madman ! HtTe not 1 laerited 
contempt enoa^ on your aocount without your increab 
'08 i'l ^ making yourself contei^itibLe ; withoat over- 
whetmiog me at once with my own infamy and yours ? Re- 
call then your resolntion; leorn to bear your misfortunes, 
and be like a man : be yet, if I dare to say bo, the lover of 
Boisa. If I am no longer worthy to animate your coara^, 
icmember at least what I once was> Deaerre, then, what 
for your sake I hare ceased to be ; and, though you have dia. 

lioaoured me once, do not dishonour me again, No, ny 

best friend, it is not yon tl^t I discover in that effenumte 
letter, which I would forget for orer^ and which I look upon 
alreadyos disowned by you. Ihope, debased and confuted as 
I am, I dare bope^ the remembrance of me does Jiot in^re 
s^timents so base ; but that I am more raspected by a heart 
it was in liy potr«r to inflame, and that I shall not have 
additional cause to reproach myself in your weakness. 

Uappy in your misfortune, you have met with the most 
valuable recompense that was ever known to a susceptiUe 
mind. Heaven, in your adversity, has given you a friend; 
and has made it dout)tful whether what it has bestowed is not 
a greater blessing than that wUeh it has deprived yon of. 
Love and respect that too generous man ; who, at the expence 
of his own ease, condescends to interest himself in your peace 
and preservation. How wooldyon be affected, if you knew 
every thing he would have done for yon ! But what soni- 
fies excitiugyour gratitude to aggravate your affliction? Xoa 
have no need to be informed how much he loves you, to kuow 
bis worth ; and you cannot respect him as he deserves withofd 
loving him as you ought. 
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FROM CtABA. 

YcHTR passion preruls over your delic&cy, Kdd yon knov' 
better: how- to nffier Asn to malte a mecit of yoni safferlngi.' 
Yos ironld otbertrUe nerer hsTe written in a strain oiF re. 
pKMch to Eloiiv, in her present situation. Became yon are - 
vneaiy, truly, .yon .mnst aggravate her nn easiness, whicb Is 
greater than yours. I hare told you a tboound times that 
I nCTtr vv M grambHng a lover as yon : always ready to 
diipnte abont nothing, love is to yon a state of wariare t or, 
if sonetinw* yon are a Uttle tractable, it is only that yon 
may have an. opportnnity to complain of having been so. 
How iHianif ratlin nmst be snch lovers, and how happy do I 
Oink myself in never having had any bnt such as I coald- ~ 
dimin whan. I plMied, withont a tear being shed on dther 
ridet 

-Yon mutt duutge yoar tone, believe rae, if yon would have 
Eloiia inrvive her present distress: it is too much for her' 
to wpport her own grief and your displeasore. Cearn for- 
oace to soothe her too snsceptibie heart : yon owe her the 
most tender ceniolatiim ; and oaght to be afraid lest you 
■bottld aggnvate your misfortune by lameating it. At least, 
if yon must complain, vent yo^r-eomplaint* against me, who 
am the only canie of your separation. Yes, my friend, yon 
gnessed right: I suggested to her the part her honour and 
■ecnrity required her to take ; or raOier I obliged her to 
take It, by exaggerating her danger ; I prevailed also on 
yofe to depu^ and we all have but done our duty. I did 
more, however, Oan this. I prevented her fh>m accepting 
tto offen of Lord B— : I have prevented your bring hap. 
py ; bnt the happiness of Eloisa is dearer to me than yonrs : 

Vot. i, N 
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I knew >Iie coold not be happf after le»iiig her pireBta to 
■hame and despair ; and I taa hardUy coinprehetid, with re- 
gard to yonrself, wliat kind of happineu yon con taate at 
the expencp of hers. Be that what It will, Michhas been my 
condnct andofience; and, linfM yan. ddightia-qnwtdl^ 
irith those you lore, yon see the occadoa yon iuve to biyiK 
with mealone ; if in tfai^ you do, not ceate to b« ngmt^M* 
yoawlU atleaatceue te beniyast. For mypart, inwh^K 
er«r manner yon behare to n^, I afaaU alway»teba<e Ham ■ 
same towards yon : so long u Eiloifa, lor« you, yonviUb» 
dear to me, and-more I caqnot s^y. I am not lori^ ttat Zi 
nerer opposed or favoured your panion. The disietereateii 
frieodifaip which always Rctnatadnte in.- that aSnii, jiutifea 
me equally in what I have dose fbcand against y«ur;, abilif 
at any time I interested myself iu yoDrpaauMl'imireiltekqif 
than became me, my heart cBfieieflUy-eaenaed Me. J ihatt 
nev«r blush for the service I was 9b\e to do i6y fritsd, bod 
shall reproach myself because they were useless. 1 haTe 
not forgot what yon formerly fai^t me, of the fbrtitiide of 
the wise manuQcler misEortones; and faney I ceiild renundi 
you of sereral maxims to that puipose: but I.haxe learned^ 
by the exait^le of- illoisB, that a gtrlxif ; my age is, toa jdL 
lo£ophei) sbad^rec^tor, and a4sngeroiiB papil. 



LETT£;iV LXII. 

FROM LORD B— TO ELOISA. 

N^qw, charming Eli^al wegdn onrpiint: atqcky ■!){•.. 
lalceof ourfriend hath broughtbim't* reason. Tbe'sbame 
of finding himself a moBMut in the wrotig ttaa dissifnted bis' 
pbienzy, and rendered lam so tractable, thatwe maymuiage: 
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himJoT tkeftitureasneplmse. ItbwMiplMViwe-lapetiis ' 
fault he repiomchM bJMS^lf wlUi, attended rather iritb C90. 
trttfott Utaa anger ; snd I knpw kovr hi^lf b? eltoenf» me, . 
trom tluit liatnilitjr and confqMOn he'Seemi4o< feel- when I am 
preKatjtboiighniKler no embtrfawracntoroOiiBtf^t. Ht» 
fleiilibili^> of (3ie ii^uiT'lie&UFdbiiemetthanni laj resent- 
ment. When tbeoflender thus acknowledgieB M> orime, he 
m^ roore honoar by Buoh ft repemtioo' of his faulty ttlsn' 
the offended in bestowii^ Un ■ pardon.' I have taken the 
adraiitage of thi« dnngo, and the ^ect it-liae produced, to 
enter into some neceesary neftinres with him before mf de. ' 
partMfe, which Inow cannot defer'mnch longer. Ab I pro- 
pose to retarti the approaobiog rammer, we hne agreedtbat 
he ihould go watt for me at PariR| from whence we shall pro. 
ceed togeUwr to B^gfand. 

London is (he moat cxtensiTe theatre in theworld:- (br- 
the di^lay of great talentg*. Those of oor friend are In 
mioy.reapects of the first rank; and I despair a ot of seeing - 
him, wiUi some little assistence, soon strike ont something in ■ 



* Tills is toentertainuoreasonat.le prejudices in ^vouruf one's 
o*n country. I have never heard of a people among whom fo- 
reigners in general are so ill received, and find so many obstacles 
to their advancement as among the English, From the peculiar 
taste of this nadon, foreigners are encouraged in nothing ; and, by 
the form of government, tltey are^Mclnded from all emoluments. 
We must ngree in theit' favour, bonevcr, that an Englishman is 
never obliged to any person for that hospitafity he churlishly re- 
fuses others. Wliere, cicept in London, b there to be seen any of 
those insolent islanders kervilely cringing at court? In what 
country, except their own, « they seek to mate their fiirtunesf 
They are churlish, it is true, but their churlishness does not dis- 
please me, while it is consistent with justice. 1 think it js very 
wdt they should be nutfaing but Englithmen, since they have no 
occauon to be nun. ' 

N 2 
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Ui w«|rtafi>rtatte,VM41iyof UmMriL I~irillb«uer*«U 
[A^ u to D7 intmtloHi irhMi Iweyotf; in the meui tbM, ' 
yoji will KidfljconeeiTethfl unportiuicc of lut-meceu ou^ ' 
enconng« 1am to flonooant nuiy diftcnUiei, md tkttt Ann ' 
tre Tuiona nodM of disttaction, wUchmaj' oonpeBHte fw in. 
feriori^of birtli, tmn in tlw opinion of jitarbibtr, TUl 
ai^Kan to me Ae Miljr expedlrat tW renuins to bo tcitdf 
la order to efect f onr mnfaial hippnev, rince prejudice ami ■ 
fortune hare depmed jon of mil olkeri. 

I hwre written for negtsnino to come poit hitlier^ and to 
renuin witfi me daring the oight or ten day» I shall yet ttAj 
wiA onr friend. He 1b too deefd j afflicted to admit of anch 
convemtian : Din»ck will lerre to fill np the racant boiin 
of silence, indnlge hii rereriei, and soothe his gsief by de. ' 
greet into a peaeefal melancholy. I wait only to see lum in 
snch a tenqiMr of mind, to leave him to himself i and before 
that I dare not trast Um. Ai lor Reg^anino, 1 wiU leave 
him wiA yon as I pass by, and sliaU not take him from yon 
again tn f retnm from Italy ; by wUditime I imBf^ne,from 
the progress yon have already made, his assistance will be nn- 
necetsary. Just at present he is certainly useless to Eloisa, 
and I deprive her of nothing, by detaining him here for « 
few days. 



liETTER LXXV. 
TO CLARA. 

Au! why do I live to open my eyes on my owaunworthi- 
oesE ] Oh ! that I had for ever closed them, rather than thns to 
look on the disgrace into whicb I am bllen ; rather than to 
find myself Ihe most abject, after having been the moat for. 
tunate of men 1 Generous and amiable friend 1 to wliow. 
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care I hftTe been fo often obliged, still let m« pour mif eom. 
|)lBwt> into joOT compusionato heart ; stiU let me implore 
yoar uiiituice, Miuible and adMsed u I un of nf. own 
dameriti : abHiidaned by myatilt, it h to yoa I fly for cotuo- 
Mion. RmTeni llutw can it be tliat a man m contemptible 
^uld e* er be belored by her; or thata pauion.foK w di. 
Tine an object thoiild not hare refiaed my soul i Let ber 
DOW blDsh at her t^ice ; she wboae name I am no longer 
wortliy to repeat. Let her idgk to lec lier rawge profimBd by 
.dwelling in a heart w abject and mean. Wfaat hatred and 
disdain doth ibe not owe a wretch, that, inspired by lore, 
.conld yet be Eerrile and bale I Yon Bliall iuow, my charming 
jMnuin*, the eanae of my diagrace : you (hall liuew my ctime 
atid peakence. Bayoa my ji>d|;«, and let me perish by yonr 
.lentmce; or be my advocata, and let the adorably object on 
wlMim depended the past^ conduct my future fortune. ., . :, 

I wiil wy DoAJng of tlie effect which ivnnexpected <^ m^ 
.paratien had on me ; I will. say nothing of the excess of my 
^eff or title extravagance of my despair; yon will judge of 
them tod w^ from the unaccountable behaviour into which 
they betrayed me. Hie mow sensible I gtfw of the misery 
jOf my sitnaticMi, tlie lesa [. coBcd*«d it ponible for jme T<k 
luntarHy to giro up Elotsa-; and the bitterness of this reflect 
tion, j<^ed to the amazing generosity of Lord B— — 
awaked auB[»cions, on wfaicfc I shall never reflect without 
horror, and which. I can nerer foiget withoatjngiatitnde to 
the friend whose generosity could fbrgiiw them. 

ReroWing in my phrenxy tlie several circnmstanees attend- 
ing my depMtnie, I imagined I discovered it to be a preme- 
ditated sdwme, which X iMUy attributed to the most Tirtuoiw 

* Inimitationof Etoisa, he calls Clara his cousin; and Clara, 
after her eiainple, likewbe calls tiim her friend. 

•'H9 ■• 
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•f noiMa: 'Thit flfeadfiQ sU^dota no loonar sn^^nti- 
ed i^f, tlm tiweryr dronmMaadB «[i^ie«rad to t»a6m itf 
M7>I«0Kh conretcathm 'With 'tiw Baran id'Etmge, mird Mi 
pemmptorj. n«i»er, vhkh Iteek to be affected, the qnwrtl 
wfaiob enBoed, Bloita's bAag fbrfaM ta f e^ me, anil tbeimL 
■dntiMi to'wnit ne cwsy, tbe diKgebc* and vecnty of l&c 
|irepanti6asmBdeforiiijdep«iuTc, hli Lotdihtp's d inLou r t 
With ine Ae prscedkig «Te«i*g ; in ttort, tfae npidiity wkli 
which' tirwivtiwr forced ttiaa coaducted MAer — all 'ttiMe 
cin:dmiteflc«t g«cnied ta prOTc that my Lord bad fonned a 
acfaMne^^Bepara^dMfrom Eloiu; and, lastly, his inteoded 
retnm assiRred He that I hed diieorered his dengds. IfSk 
■otved, t6ver«r, to getmore particaiarintbrmatkinberoMl 
broke with him ,- and with thii ded^ let myself ti> cxaihiiK 
the matter with attention. Bat every ttung conipiredts ioi. 
crease my ridicnloiK RinineiDnB ; allhii^eaeroBS aqdhmnan 
-actions in^y (iiTonr were converted by' myjealcHiBy Into 
'bo mfny iMtances of hii perfidy. I knew Had he wrote to 
Elotsa Inn Bepan^on, witkont commnnlcating to me *Ae 
contents of bis letter, or giving me Ae leut Mots. I 
tboirfiht niyeelf, tberaforej safficieBtiy aenned of tbe trntt 
'«f what I snspccted, and widted only for bis Tocrirlng an an- 
-swer to his letter, wMch, I lilted, might be diufreeaUe, to 
come to the esphinqtion I medita&d. 

I.A9t nt^t we retarded hdme pretty late, and I knew he 
bad received a packet from Switierland, of which, howerer, 
he took no nalice when we retired. I let bin have tine to 
opeil It, and beard-bim from my apartm^ qt reading in a low 
-TOke : I listened attvntiTtty, and oTerheard him tbut 'ex. 
cbdm to himfclf^ in broken sentcncas : A.Ias, EMsa I I 
•trove to render you happy — I hoftoared yonr virtaes — bat 
I grieve at your deloaion.— At these and other similar ezcla. 
mations, which I distinctly heard, I was no longer master 
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«f difself ; I snatched up injr sword, aild'^lag itmider my 
vtm'. Arced ppe» tlie door, &fid' raslied Mte'a-ftudmaB Into 
Ul'cHinber: — but I will Aot soil mjr p&p«r, nor o^od your 
^Scacy, with the injnrionHetpressiOTH my rage dictated, to 
oi^e hfm to fight rae onf tire spat. ... < . 

Here, my dear coiiiin, I must confets to hare seen the 
inoit extraordinary -Instance of the influence of trnewtsdom 
itlr^a onr-the most susceptible mind, when we lisfted -t* her 
■dictates. At first he coald not comprehend whence arose my 
■disorder, and took it for a real deiiifAm. But ibe perfidy 
«r whiA I aecnsed'him,'^eseEiet9e<i)^s irlUtwhich I re- 
proached him, Elolsa's letter^-whtdi he'heldiahls hand, 
and which I incessatitty metttloitetf, at lehgtli discovered the 
'canso of my anger, tit smiled, abd -said to me, ^coldly, 
•" Y»« are certainly oat ofydhr semes'; doyoU AWfc'me 
ito Uni of ttlscTetiott as to fight witii -a madman t OpeH yonr 
- eyfes, iucohslderate mho, (he said. In a milder tone ; ) Is it pot. 
>M1db yon shonld acenseme of 'betraying yon?" -Something, 
-ISn«<rrnot^hat,iH his vbke'and manner of vpeaklog, struck 
-We imnlediateiy with a sehse of hM innocence and my own 
A^. ' 'His reproof smk into my heart, and I had no sooner 
■net ' his' looks thA iny sub[riclons ranished, and I began to 
'think nMt horror on the ^xMragadce I had committed. He 
■peiceired Immediately this change of sentiment, and 4tddng 
'ta»]^th«haBd-,'"IC ii well, (said he;). bat if yon lad not 
-te^MeetM ^^rs^lf beforp- my justification', I'woiild nerer 
'liiTe seen you more. Ab it is, and you have recorered your 
■reason, read that letter, and know for once your friends." 
-I wotllQ now hav^ 1>een excas^ from readbg It, but the as. 
^^bdani^ which iti many adrafitages h^ given him orer me, 
madehimiaBist on' it wHhanair of . authority ;- and, though 
my tuRpicfOM I'eteTairished, I Secretly wished to see it. 

1%lhk whit A situation I was in, on reading a letter that 
N 4 
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infomediaaof -t^wpuimcled-obUgBtioni.I wtcnMlw to* 
ntn I iad M> uniroilliilf treated. I Uimw mjMtf iouMdU 
atel/ «t hig feet, struck iritk admintion, afflktioB, awl 
shame: I embraced liu koeei witb tbe ntmoet fcnailiatMm 
aiid coBcem, bnt could not utter a word. He received mj 
fmiitenca ia tbe Bane jnonner as be did tbe outrage I had 
.conunitted ; and exacted no atber recoapence for tbe panliM 
be grantadj tbaa m^ pioniue that I would never more (^ 
■pose hit deigns to serra-ifie. Yes, be tb^ act for tbe fn- 
-ture as be pleases: bissabttncgeacKMifyu more tbaabnnaii, 
and it is Ri impotable to rafale Ids EtToars as it is to wttlutand 
the beneyoleiice of tlte Duly. 

He^r^ afterwards two letters ont of tbe padtet, add rc ii od 
to m^, and which lie would not deUrer Iiefore he bad N*d 
bis own, -that he might be made acquainted with the reaolfc 
. tiou of jmr conain. In penisiog tbepO) I found what a mil- 
tress and fdeod Heaien bad befitowed on ma; I saw bow. it 
had connected me with tiia meat perfect patterns o£ genere' 
sitjr and nitne, to reader my remorse the more ke»| and 
my, mean nasi the more contemptible. Say, who ia that 
.m^ddess foir, whose beaoty is lier lea^ perfsctioB ; iriu^ 
lilte tb^ Drriuity, makeft, herself eqoally adored for tlie dil- 
pens^ioB of good and evil I It is Eloisa ( slie has oadona 
me ; yet cruel as ibe is, I lo¥e-«ad adadre her bnt tbe more. 
The more unhappy she makes me, tbe move perfect abtf 
^tpean ; and erery pain she ^rea, is a new instance of 

I. her perfection. Tlie sacrifice A» has made to nmturt^ 
botbaSicti and charms me; it enhances cren the value of that 
which she made to love. No, my Eloiaa can maka no mi*. 
sal tiiat is not of e^^valne to what she bestows. And jq», 
my eharadnj^ my truly deserving cousin, the only perfeet 
model of friauldiip your sex can boast, an.instsmce .wtacb 
lohidt not formed like yon?s will never believe loal : tell not 
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ma ot j^bibMopky; I doffriM iti ftio parade <tf iAe twnii { 
I daapUe that plmtom of vMomiridck tcadiM na to brare 
tka pauioU at a distance, bat Uea, and Uama ui a pvej to 
tlwDi, tbe Boraeat fliej ^>proai^.' Abandoil me Boi^ Claraj 
lo a dhti acted mind ; witbdrav not your wonted kindneii 
from a wntdi, who, though he deMrrea it no longer, desim 
U mora ardentij, and atandi mora in need of it than erer. 
Aisist me to ncOTer itj former wlf, and let jour gentle 
ceooMlsapplf thedictateaof reaaon to my afficted heart. 

I vUlTethope I au sottAcB into irretrleTable di^race. 
I fed that pnre and mcred flame I once chwiAed, rekindle 
iriOin me. The subUme examptea before me shall not be Mt 
in vain. The virtiMt which I loreaad admire, I will imitate. 
Tat, dhiae M*ba I I will yet do honenr to your choice ; 
tmA yon, my frimda, whoM catecm I am detMnioed'to rc^ 
gaio, my awakaned iobI dull gaUter new strength and life 
from yoin. Chaste lore and. sacred tHendahip shall restore 
ttat eonstancy ot i^nd, ot wUdf a cowardly despair had 
deprired me ; tha pare seualioiis of my heart shall supply 
dw ijdaGo of wisdom : yon shall make n« erery fldng I ought 
lo be, aad I wiU compd yon to foigci iny fidl, in conshlenu 
tion of my endeaTonn to rise. I know not, neither do I 
desire to know, the fiture lot which Prortdence assigu me*: 
.belt what it will) I wffl rendw myself worthy of Oat which 
I hare already enjeyed. The Image of Etotta, nerer to be 
«fas«d tiom ny mM> shall be my Aield, and reader, my sonl 
iavnlaeraUe. I have iired long enongh for my own bap. 
pwess, I will now lite to berhonoar. Oh 1 that I conld 
bat lire so nprnaety Tirtnous, that the admiriDg- world 
•ho^ say, How coaM he do less who was lored by Elolaa t. 

.P. f.— From ties abhorred, aifdperJIspa fn«vtfai/«^— 

What b the ncaniBg of those words I they are in Elolaa'Sr 

N 6 
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latter. Clam, I »m attaafin tawrery the niantert clfcvw. 
«t«iice. l.am rwigiiMi t« brtsna : but tkoM mnito— firiKft- 
•*er niij b^fMO, I will botst leaire Oil pUce tHI I kftte>U 
vx^aiudloa at Aom nords. , 



LETTER LXXVI. 
FBOU£IjOI&A. 
. Cah U be that mj s»t has not eAln^eS all dellglit, and 
tlwt a atmte of joy yet penetratea my heart? AJos! I con- 
c^red it menslMc to any ttit^bat sorrow ; I fbongbt I shovld 
do Boding bnt soflbr, irk«n yds left se, wid'that absence 
liadso conaalationB : yoar letter to my-coaaiB liasimdecdTed 
ne ; I bare read and batited it iftA tean of oompanlon. It 
4iu ihad a sweet reflretbini; dew over a drooping feegrt, dried 
vpwith T«ation and sorrow. The peacrfiit sereatty.jt has 
caased bi ay tool cominceB me of the ascendairt' yotr hol^, 
whedier preseat or absent, over the affeotioin of EMnt. 
Ob I my tntsit, how vnA it deltas me to see yon recover 
that itrength of intDd which becomes the resolatmn of a manl 
I esteem yon for It the mote, and despise myself tit* less, in 
that Ae ^fnity of a chaste aStction is net tofatiy debased bei- 
tween ns, and tbat our hearts are not both at once corrnpted. 
I will say aiore, as we caa at present speak ti<BeIy of onr af- 
fairs. That which most aggrarated my despair was, to tee 
that yoars deprived us of theonly resoorce we had lef^ the 
exertion of yonr abilities to improve them. Yon now know 
the worth of the friendship with which Heaven ha9 blessed 

yoa, in that of my Xiord B , whose generosity merits the 

services of yonr whole life, nor can you ever snffidently 
atone for tiie offence yo'n have comnritted. I hope yon Vill 
need no oQier warning to make yon guard for the fatore 
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iig^Bt jvm tdqwtnoul pusidiu. It Ir nnder tb* protection 
A^ dds IwDonrabk Triwd that you are going to cater on the 
Mage or ■&* «orId ; It il under die «uictio& of his creiH, 
adder tbe guidance of hii eiperknce, that ^on go to rerenge 
ttfl caoSe of iiiJDi«d meiit on the cmelfy of fortnue. 
', Do' that for hif sake vhich yoa did not for ^onr own. 
fodeavour at least to respect his goodness, bj not rendering 
It RseTeM to yourself. Beliold a pleasing prospect still before 
jroQ :- Centaii^ate the success yon hare reason to hope for 
i& entoring tfa» lists where erery thing conspires to ensure 
the Tlctory, Heaten has been lubh to yon of Ha bounties ; 
your ni^Bral genius, crtltiTated-by taste, has endowed you 
with erwy necessary and agreeald« qualification ! at least, at 
fattr<aiKLtwenty yon possess all the chemiB of youth, matured 
ky Oe rejection «f age. 

Frutio itniU in nt 7 gioatitit aore. 

The fruit ofage amidst the bloom of youth. 

Study has i;ot impaired yonr .rivacitj, nor Injured your 
l^erson } inajpid .gallsiftry b^ not contracted your geiuus, 
onr formality your understanding : but lo*e,, inspiring thoae 
sublime i^thnents which are its genuine oApdng, hath 
^rea yon that elev ation of mind and justness of cuaceptioD 
from which it is inseparable*. 1 hare seen yonr miud, ex> 
j^ded by its gentle warmth, display its .btillisnt faculties, 
^ ^ flower that Dnfolds itself to the rays «i the sun ; yoa 
pojisess at once, every talent that Jes4s to fortHRe> sod 
should set yon above it ; you need only aspire to be con* 
uderable, to bec()me so ; and 1 hope tbat object for whose 
sake yon should covet distinction, will eititein yon agreatv"- 
xeal for those nurks of the, world's «ateem> thv> of them- 
selves they may deserre., 

■ Simfle Eloisa t you give no proof here of yours. 
N 
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Yon. WW (■>!% ni? frif nd, fiv from ne — Vf bait b«lOT«l 

is gotog to By from hJs. Eloiu,— It nuut be so — it ia mcMr 
»Vj tlist w« sbonld part at prawnt, if we ib««d ev«r- to b« 
btppy : oil the lucceti of your undertaking! bIm depoods 
our last hope of mch an event — Oh 1 may tlie anticipotioa'Of 
it "lintaf" and comfort 70a during onr cruel, periiaps- long 
.lepar^don I May it inspire yon with_ that xeal which jwt., 
mouiUi eTcry obstacle ! The world and its a&ira will, in- 
deedf continoally engage yoar attenticH), >nd> reliere yon 
from the pangs of absence. But I, aJu I remain alime, 
abaniioDed to my own thoaghls, or sabjcct to the penecntion 
of others, that will oblige me incesiantly to lament yoai ab> 
■eiijv. ' Happy^ howevorj ^ball I be, in some meunre, if 
groundless alarms do not a|Qp«Tate my real idBictions ; ad 
if the evib I actually inffer, be not ai^Mented by tbow to 
Vhich you may be exposed. — I shudder at the thonghts of the 
various' dangers to which yonr life and innocence will be 
liable. I place in you all the conBdence a man can eipect ; 
but, since it Is onr lot to live asunder, O my friend, I conid 
wish yon were sMnetbing more tHan man. Vfm yon not 
stand in need of freqnent advice to regnlate yonr. conduct in 
a world to wUch yon are so much a stranger ? It does not 
tteloog to me, young and unexperienced, and eren lessqoalk 
fied by reflection and study than yonrself, to advise you here. 

That dfflcnlt task I leave to Lord B . I will content 

myself to recommend to you two things, as these dtpend 
n»re on sentiment than experience : and, though I know 
but little of the world, I flatter myself I am not to be in. 
itmcted in tiie knowledge of your heart : Be virtuoui^ and 
remtmber Eloita t ' 

I will not make nte of any of those mbtle ai^meiits yoD 
havo taught me to despise ; and which, though they fill so' 
many rolnmei, oaver y«t made one man virtnou. Peace 
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ttftbo9« gloHaiy reKronen'! To wlnt rmviibitig delights fbitir 
heftrts are ttntngen ! Lent, my tnend, those'idlemordiits, 
and coiMntt your own breut. It is there ym will alwa^ 
find a spark of that mcred fire, which hath ao often infiuncd 
VB-with love for the sublimest virtue. It ii tliere 70a will 
tnee the Instiug image of tme beauty, &e contemplatioii Of 
■which inqareaos irith a Mi;red eathnsiasm ; an image Which 
the passiong' may continnoUy defile, bat never can e&ce*. 
Remember those tears of pleasuTe, those palpitation of 
heart, those traosportr which raised ua above onnelvef at 
the rerilal' of lieroicr eiampleg wluch have done bosonr to 
hwaan natar«. WoaM you know wUoh is most truly de^ 
sbable, richcB or virtue I reflect -on that which the heart 
prcfait in its anpn^judiced momenis : think on that which 
ialeretla » meit in du pemul of history. Did yon never 
covet the licfaes of Crtesns, the luHioan of CKsar, nor the 
pleanuei of Heliogabalns i It Qttj were ha[q>yj ' why did 
Mt yoB with to be |daced in tlie same titeation ? Bnt they 
were net, yon were lensible tlwy were net happy ; yon w*ere 
acBsible titey were vile and contemptibje ; and tlut bad meoj 
, however fortanate, are not olijects of envy: 

Wliat cluracters did yon then contemplate with the greateit 
lleasare i what examples did yon most admire J which did 
yoa desire most to imitate ? Inexpressible are &e charms of 
ef«r.bloomhig virtue : it was the condemned Athenian's 
dtiafcing liemlock : it was Bratns dying for his conntry ; it 
.was Regidas, in the midst of tortures ; it was Csto, plunging 
Us daj^r in bis own breast. — These were the unfortunate 
hemes whose virtues excited yonr envy, while your own sen- 

" The true philosophy of lovers is that of Plato ; while the 
pission lasts, thcj employ no oiher. A susceptible mind knows 
not how to quit this philosopher; while a cold insensible reader 
eioQoteiiduiehiin. 
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MtioH bdn'wltneii of (hat re«1 relleitj', thfljr enjtqred, nMehr 
tiirir Kppsrleiit miflfortnitei.-^Tblnk i»t this leBtiqiegt peci^ 
iin ia jomaett ; ft is tba gentiment of all maokhitf, and AM 
ftwqnendj' lil spite of tlinnselres. That divine image '<ir 
^rtue, imptiKted uaiTOrsaHy on the miad,- dtsplaj^ R'rM 
'AtiUe cbNTinK emi' td'.tlfe lewt TMaffns. No sottner d6th 

(f)u§k)D perintt^uB to contemplate iti beauty, bnt ire inatt 15 
reiemWc It; and, if'tbe most Wicked of mankind couIB Mt 
i^asge Hs Mtg, he vonkl choose to be ViKaons, 
' Smtia tM» rfakpMdy, m^ de«r Mend ; jon know It if 
W^llilTMIjr derii<ed f^m you, and it b dae to tli« passion nUt 
faHphreit it. I do not take npota ide to inStrnct yott, by A^ 
^Mating your oWit ntaslifls, but endeavolir to- ebttSree thett 
ap^Ucsfi«n to yoarBelT. Now is the time ti^ pfltift pract!<ft 
your ami preceptf^ tu^ i& sltow hovr wdt ftm cM act wlM 
joUtt^lrell kndw ho# to teaeh.^ Though it is notti^ilMi! 
yoK Ihnld be pnt ttf fhe^trialB of a Cato or a'RegahiS, y^ 
itMy nan ought to cbferith k love for iilE country, retaltiflM 
aai iHtegrity', And ttf keep his' premise iftvlDlab&^ e¥en St 
ths «xpen(ie of-htff Bfi>. prfrate TiMuesaK crfted the mbM 
sablime, as they )<tA a!S[4re to pnbBe approbkRon, Itaf Sbfe 
Odr end ina'tegtlnioiiybf a' good' conscience, wbhlb: gtvei 
th« 'Httttbin % mbrb Mild fttisfWetloa than tbe'lokdMt'sp. 
'|daOMB of the mVltt^de. Hence- yon may see trte grcatiWMi 
te WAfined to no one station of UTe, aAdthaVnomoncait bfl 
li^y^ha is' northe object 6t bis oWa isteem ; for fftS* 
height of -ietf^fljoymebt coh^sts in the contemplation of tM 
tfaly bMntlfnt, how can the Ticioua man sdniire'the beauty 
rf Tirtae fn others, and not be forced to despise himself? 
I,^ not apprehensive of -your being corrupted by sensual 
pleasures ; a heart bo refined as yours will be in little danger 
from the gross seductions of appetite. But there are others 
more dangerous and sentimental. I dread the effebti of fin 
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aaxlm* «niile«Mi Ot Q» «orid : I dread tfc^fercc of Ticiooi 
•xamplN, w oaAalontlf present, aitd h» geaenll^ prerdent; 
X dread those Subtle sophisms hf whldi 'rice Is eiSciased- uB 
t^Kfmdad :. I dMad, ht sbort, leit ymVr htatf shoaU Impose 
i^Kin'itMlf, dnd retlder foa less difficult thont the means df 
M^piiJDg importaAcA, tlm you wWild be if onr unioii wer^ 
Dotttf be lite eoasequence, I only caution yon, my Irietid, 
-«gciut tiw dan^ ; yow own dkeretidD tnnstdo tbe Msf; 
^ forenght of aceidewU erUs, however, is ntf small sttp t(/. 
-mrdi tkek preventiaa. I will add bat one relecdon mor^ 
.wMdi, inmyofkiofl, dtaprores the blMBrgnuentt of vici^^ 
mipoBce the nditaken eosctills a>f MIy, and ought alone tb 
iditect sirissmm to pnrane Us Mverrign good, litis' 18, 
tkst theiKMrce o( true hap{dD<u is Set coaftaed t& t)te d^. 
.Bbwdotget^, oor to tiie biart wyek-possesses h,- bntcoif. 
liito- bi a wrddb reUUtMi Iwtffettt tbe one and the odtei": 
tliat every object of onr d«sii<ei wID not produce tbe h^ 
plosM idMgbt i« its p«s»elriOD, nw iB He heart at all times la 
adlipontion to receive iti— 'If 4beutBlast refinement of idt 
taHectoil -ptaisi»e. is not ssfflcieHt Aleite to constitAfe tinr 
Mielty, sorely all tbe TolvptDons pkUDres on eUfH ciBirot 
Osaka tbe' deprsTed man bappy. There Is on both sktra It 
BebMsHy p^epamtiw, a certain «oAbinBti«ti of causes, ft-oA 
wbislrresaks that delightful senialion so earnestly sought after ' 
tf every Moslbla being, and fer net- tmexperienced by the 
pratndaiA pMlesopher, wlKv coldly^ Ips bis tdeuares in tbe 
bsd^ foa ««iil ofkaotring how to foster tbem witli ftat genial 
wsi^iDtE'Whiiliritoidd ripen them into perfect f^oily. -What 
helps' it, than, to obtobi one adnolbge at the expenee of 
ana.tber ? 'tagBin'aAAi}.u(>whBtweIose tsMAin.B to procure 
tt« mea&s of h^;>pinesB, apd lose the ^rt of employing them I 
Is it not better also, if «eoan«nioy bat one of these adTeo^ 
tagei}' to sacrifice -what die pow«r of fortune may restore, to 
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Hut wUch ottce loit miy nar«r ht rccormd I Mmw ahooM 
koDW bettor than I, who bne embittend all the iiteeti <rf 

mj life by thinking to increase them. Let the tIciom mad 
profligate, then, who dkplay their good fortnne, bnt keep 
their hearti a leciet, let tliem adfancs what they will ; be 
aHnred that if there be one instance of happlnoa npan 
earth, it mutbefonndinthebrcwt of tkoTirtnoiu. Henea 
hath beitowed on 700 an ha^^ iadinatimi for wlat is lir* 
taoui and good : listen then only to jMr own defim^ 
follow only yonr own indiQatloas, and Hunk, above all, on 
tiie growth of oor infant affection*. So long aa the ronem. 
brance of Aote delightfol momenti of innatfaBce shall remaio, 
it wili be impossible that yoo sbenld eeose to love tfant whscJi 
roidend them so •odearing ; it wUl be ivpoisttde tjie dMma 
of nonl excellence sboald ever be <4hced ftom jonr. mind, 
or that yon ihoold wish to obtain EMsa by neana voWmthy 
of yoonelf. Can any one enjoy a fdeunre for which he haB 
lost the taste ? No ; to be aUe to posses* what oae lovea, 
it ia necessary the heart tiiat loved it sbosU be still Ae same. 
I am c<HBe now to my second point : you see I have not 
fitrgot my logic : it Is possiUe, my friend, without love to 
have the soblime sentiments of a great mind ; but a love liko 
onn supplies its flame, which being once extingnished, thg 
■Ml becomes languid, asd a heut once exhausted is good 
for nothing. Tell me, what ibonld we be if we ceased to 
love i is it not better ta_ lose our existence than, oor sensi^ 
l^ty ? or could yon resolve to endure the life ri aa oidiinry 
btiagf after having l^ted every ddight that can ravish the 
beart of man } Yon are going to visit popolons cities, where 
yonr age and figure, ratlier than your merit, irill lay a 
thousand snares for yonr fidelity. Insinuating coqudry 1 
will a^ct the language of tenderness, and please witlu^ : 
deceiving you. You will not seek love, but enjoynent; 
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yon will taste it witbont lore, and not know it dor the rauM 
pleusra. I knoT ftot vhetHer yon wIQ find ia another tbe 
heart of Eloisa ; bat of this I am certain, yon will nerer 
exp«rience with another those ecstasiet yon hare tasted with 
her. The racaacies erf year exbansted ndnd will eSect the 
destiny I predict. Sadness and care will orerwbelm you In 
the mi^tt of friroloni amuBements. The remembrance of 
oar first traniports will pursue yon ia spite of yoorself ; my 
image, an Imndred timei note beaotifnl than I erer was^ 
will OTertake yon. In a mooMut Hie yeil of disgust will be 
thrown over alt yonr daligbts, md a tbemanid bitter re> 
Sections rush into yonr mind. My best beleved, my amiable 
friend 1 Oh I sboold you ever forget me !— — Atog ! I can 
bat die ; bat you, you will live base and utdutpj^, and my 
death will be bat too sererely rerenged. r'' 

Forget not iben your Eloisa, wlto Hrei for you, and 
whose heart con never be another's. I can say nothing 
more rpgarding that dependence in wbicb Providence has 
placed me ; bnt, after hanng recommended fidelity to yetij 
it la but just to give yon the only pledge of mine that iS'ia my 
power. IliaTeconsnlted, net my duty, my distracted mind 
kaews that no longer j but I have examined my hear^ tha 
last guide of tiiose who can fallow no other ; uid behold die 
result ot its examination — I am determined nerer to be your 
wife without the consent of my father, but I will nerer marry 
another without your consent ; of this I give you my word, 
which, whatever happens, I will keep sacred ; nor is there 
a power on earth can make me break my promise. Be not, 
therefore, disquieted at what may be&ll me in your absence. , 
Go, my dear friend, pursue, under the auspices of the most 
tender love, « destiny worthy to crown your merit : mine is 
in your huids, as okuch as it is in my power to commit It, 
■od never shall if be altered but with your couseut. - - 



bf Google 



; lEPKRB. LXXVU. 

' ■ ' TO 6L0ISA. 

, Scamr Knio per tutit ZtnoM 

Ahtffrandt portaaio wn lef 

B7 notil^st BMtiliMntB inspip'd, 
Bt)4 pum nly heact for Tlrtbotn Imme ! 

WbUe M sou tpe^, to gtiNt fir'<i> 
I feel ray- boHm all DO' fluoe. 

O £loisa, let me fartathe a moment— you make me 
'l^DiMeT, my blood boUSj my h^art panls ; your lett«r glowt 
wtth thatMcred love of vErtne vhich ties your breast, and 
cwumtmicates its celestial flame to tbe inmost recesies eV 
mine. Bvt vby ad vAnf exfaortAtong, trhere you sLoald 
jhare lud on me y<ftir commands ? Do you (hihk I can so tir 
Totget myieif as to wa^t arguments to excite me to act ja'stly i 
'at leart, can 1 want to have tliem nrged by you, whose in. 
jctDctiotiS alone Ishonldfiy-to obey? Can yon be- ignorant 
that I erer vlll be \rhat yon please to bave me ? and tbat I 
coald eren act nnjustly tiefo^r^ I coulJ disobey you? Tet, 
I conld set another capitoI in flames it yon enjoined me, fbT 
Homing lian be bo dear to me as yon are. But, do yob 
know, my incomparable Eloica, why yon are tbns dear ? 
It is l>e<!aii8e you c)tn desire nothing bnt That is Tirtnons, 
and tiM my itdmiration of yonr virtues exceeds even the lore 
Inspired by your charms. I go, encouraged by the engage- 
ment into which yoU have entered, the latter part of which, 
IbowcTer, you might hare omitted ; tor to promise not to l» 
another's without my consent, is it not to promise to be none 
but mine? For my own part, I speak more freely, aid 
pledge with you the fakh of a man of honour, STer to remrin 
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boered nd fntiaitble : Ibtb^onnt'toVliUttee^^ftirttaiio 
vill lead me inthe c»Ner I am goiAgj-fcfr ySur'sMiffilctbn', 
t» ^Bter npon ; but ierei sktill the tiM ^f lore 'Ar raarrlag% 
tinitem«tn my'oHier'flianElioiUid'TLfaDge. Flite, -ledaf, 
but for'tierj add sltatl eilKer die maTriefl to te*-, <ir nolmaTi 
tied al aD^— Adieu I I am {li-eued fir time, and am iSiag tt 
dejiart ttdb bstant. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 
TO ^/>ISA. 
I AKKiTCD la&t nlgtit at Paris, and'he wild once cotdj ujA 
lire tiroBfreet* length Temored from yon, la no* at the dltr. 
tance of more &aa a londred leagues. 'Ffty, Elfoit«, ptt^ 
your unhappy fl-iend : had the blood gusUug fr6m my Teiils 
dyed witli its itreami iny Ibn'g, long route, my Spirits could 
not hare Auled me more ; I could not hare found myMlf 
more languid than at presetaf. Olr! ^tlut I kit«w aa'vffl 
vhen we sbould meet agtlin, aa I know the distance tlitft 
diridea us !-^The progress "of time thosld flieti Compeiuafe 
for the length of '8p»ce. I \fonld coniA erery day, every 
hour' of my life, my steps tOvrardll MtoM. But that dltmftl 
career is hid in the gloom of futurity ; its bounds aivcoiu 
cealed from my feeble sight. How painftil, how terrible ft 
tuspense ! my restl«s heart is erer setking, but finds yoti 
not. The son rises, but gives me no hopes of eeeing'you ; 
It sets^ witiiont granting me tiiat bleffiing. My days are rtSA 
6f pleasure, and pass away as cue long contlnned night, ft ■ 
vain I endeavour to rekindle my extiagiiisbcd hopes^ the^ 
offer me nothing but uncertainty and groundless consolationi. 
Alas ■ my gentle friend, what evils have I not to expect if 
they are to be a coonterpoise to my past hap^nnesB 1 
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Ba^ I cMjan youj let not 1117 coapUnts alam yon j 
they arc oalf Uw cartoir effecta «f folitude, ud th? dis- 
■igreMble cefiictioiu of my janroey. Fear not tlie retnm of 
my fonner weakneu ; ny haart is in. your handf, EloisK^ 
and wbile yon are iti rapj^ort^ it caanot debase ittclf^ On* 
of tin comfortable fraiti of your laat lettct ii, tliat since I 
find Biyielf nutained by a donble iliare of fpiriti f and 
tboo^ lore ■hoold unihilate vhmt is prtqwrly mine, I ihould 
still be a gainer ; tlio resDlntion with which yon have inspired 
Be being able to rapport me better thaa I could otherwise 
hare rapported myself. I am conTinced' it was not good for 
man to be slone. Human minds most be united to exert 
tfceir greatest strength ; and Ote naited force of friendly sonls, 
like tlutofthecoUateral.bars of an artificial magnet, is conk 
pantirely greater than the sum of their separate forces. 
This is thy triumph, celestial friendsluji ! fiat what is eren 
friendship itself, eon^red to that perfect union of souls 
which connects the most perfect, the most harmtKiioui amity, 
with ties an hnndred' times mote sacred ?— Where are the 
men whose ideas^ gross as their i^ipetites, represent ths 
passion of lovo only as a ferer in the blood, the effect of 
limtal instinct ? Let them came to me, let them obierve, 
let them feel what passes in my breast ; let them riew an sn- 
ha^py lorer tepanted from liis heloTed al)ject^ doubtftd 
wbMher he shall ever see her more, and hopeless of retrieTing 
Us loat liappmwri j animated, howerer, by the nerer-dyjng 
flame, iriiich, kindled by your 'beauties, has been nourished 
I^ your mental charms, tliey will see him ready to brave 
Ae rigours of adversity j to t>e deprived eren of your lordy 
aelf, and to cherish all those Tiitues which you hare injured, 
and which embdiish that adorable image that shall nerer be 
•rated front my soul. Oh ! my ELoisa, what should I be 
vithont yon 7 loformed. Indeed^ by dispassionate reasgaj. 
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a cold admirer of flrtae, I migbt btTe reqtected it in anj 
one. I KhaU nov do no more ; I Hui\ now be enjiUed to 
pat It icvlooil)- in practice ; ted, penelt^«d by yatr ex. 
KDiple, AbII excltetfaote who bare known u, to oxcMm— 
*' Whtt Iiapp7 creMnres ahcMild we be, iT ^ tto wonmt In 
file worid were EloisM, ud ill tke VM imi hewtB avuep- 
llble (if 'did r chtrms T" 

As I waa mediteting, dariag my. }oaroKy, on jmr last 
letter, I formed a TcadliltlDB of collecting together atl thoae 
yon bare written to me, as I no longer attend to jonr de> 
ligfatful counsel from yoar own month.— ^For, though 
tiiere is not one wtdch I hare not learnt by heart, I lore ta 
rea3 tfaem continnally, and to contemplate the charaeteri of 
fhat lovely hand which alone can make me happy ; bat Ao 
paper wean oQf by degrees, and-therefore, before Uiey fUl 
^ite in piecea, I de«^ to copy each letter io a book, which 
I liare already prepared for that pnrpoBC. It is pretty 
large, but f proride fbr the time to come, and «Ten hope ta 
lire long enough Io ffn more than one rolame. I tet apart 
my erenings for this delightful employdient, and proceed bat 
■lowly, in order to prolong so agreeable a tuk. Thii in. 
eftimable Tolome I wilt nerer part with ; it aiafl b« the 
Dunmal of my derotions, my companhm through the wwU' 
which I am going to ester ; it slidl be n^ utidete against 
(he pemiciouB maxims of society ; it ahall comfort me wader 
my afflictions ; it shall prevent or amend my errors ; it shall 
aSbrd me instmction in my youth, uid yield me edifieation 
Id age : the first lore.letters, Gimsa, that perhaps erer were 
put to inch an ase ! With respect to yoar faut epistle whidi 
I liare before me, excellent as it appears to me, I find how. 
ever one thing yon shonid hare omitted. Yon may think it 
strange; bat it is mnch more so that this very article shoald 
particularly r^ard yoonelf, and that I blame yon even for 
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writijig it; ■! all. Why do yoi taik to me of fidelity' aod 
qo mtrn vy i ^Wt oooc were b^tsr acquainted itfth tfith.my 
pAHiw and yonvovji ^wec. AJi I filoira,. do 70a eotcr- 
taui flttch GtiwgMMe wHtimwta ? Witat, ^iiiMig^ I >ad pro- 
li^^d fO« BOtiiiBg^ sfuHild I tlM ■ocner oeu^ to be j(Mtr*s ?- 
Oh 1 DO, itwtsattliefirtt^voe ^u directed to me^ «l,.th» 
first word jou ipoke, at the first motioy of nj. hearty tiutt n, 
Siate WW hi|»Ved ia mj soul which but neTer. be .extin- 
9U«ke4- ^9^ I »e*^ K«C TOH unw tVl^. first mstyeat, it: 
lu4 itevm wmgh, i^ bad: beeoi t^TWi|r4f too l^te to havo 
eget IUfgottm joa, Aod >> it ppssible for iqe to forset yon 
uow.i iKtw'thal^ i|itozi<M|ted wift my pastfeUfitr, tboTery 
fiHiwidinuiM of it makes me itill happy ? ffow, tbft the 
•ovl which once animated me is fied, aod I live only by tiiat, 
vUch EImw bfith impired 1 f^w, that I despite myself for 
expressing so coldly wtpt I «o sensibly feel ; should all the 
beauties in the uuiTerse display their cbarqis to seduce toe, 
is there ope amoDgst them coul^ .eclijwe thine ? Let them all 
cMibioe tC!Lca]^iy»te,my b^^i let t^iD, pierce, let th^Qii 
voimd it, let thipm br^ak to piegea this faithful mirror of my 
EIqiW, ber jinaulUed ima^ viH not cease to b,e reflected from , 
its smaiB^t fragventSy' lioi _ aolhiqg is >bte to drire it thence, 
ISo,- ao( omnipotwq^ itself cao go thus far ;, it may anni.. 
bilate mysool, but caamc^ peimit its existence aiid: make it 
c^atotoiQTieBloiifla.- 

JUqt^ B r. has undertaken to gira you aq accoaot of my 

MTalrSt.and Wjttat he has proj^tedin my farour ; bnt I am, 
aficaid J>e will not strictly fulfil his promise witii respect to 
his present plan. For you are to kno^ that he has abused 
the right hi4 beneficence has ^Teo him over me, ii) exteadii^ 
it beyond the bounds of geuerosily; The pension he hss 
settled on nn, and by wfaich.be bos made me independent, 
has put me in a coodition (o.make aa appearance here much 
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:«boy4 my nmlc, ud, perbap^ -wen thtit wliicti I ahalt faw* 

occauofita nwke in London, ; WhUel'an'ltw^^' mt Imv» 
' DotUi^f to do, I Uw juit ■& I pienev *"d abaU jmV« mc 

tenptafion to throwav*}' t))e:Mti^g8. of ntjr iiiiMMetn-idka 
-«:^DCtt. Yon, £1mw, tiMr« t^ugbt q« OAt oox priscipal,' 

at lewt onrmoM pjelsiog wairti,;aretto*e (^ .« 'bwerolert 

-niod; andu iMgUowlndJTiduliI.b deprived ctf thene^ 
.wwuries of'lHc, «l4ft;iM3uiM.:nij(n wiU riot iriU sdperJ 



LETTER IXXIX. 

. TOELOISA. 

.^I ENTiK wkh s.Kcret.homir on this vast desert, the 
'WOttd ; whoM confated prospect appears to me only as » 
fei^ttful scene of solitude and silenre. In vain my soul nu' 
dearotyrs to sliake off flie unirersal restnunt it lies under. IC 

' * Without anticipating the judgment which the reader, or 
Eloisa, may pass on the foliowiog narratives, it may not be im- 
proper to observe, that if I had written- them myself, though I 
mi^t not have made them better, I should have done it in a 
different manner. I was several times going to caocd ibeai, aad< 
substitute odters, written in my own way, in tbeir place ; but I 
have at length ventured to insert them as they ue,. I bethougtll| 
myself, that a youag inaa of four-and- twenty ou^t not to see. 
things in the same light as a man of fifty, whom experience had 
too well instructed to place them in a proper point of view, I 
reflected also, that witliout having played any great part in life^ 
I was not, however, in a situation to speak with absolute im- 
partiality. Let these letters pass, then, aa they were originally, 
written. The common-place remarks, or trivial observations that 
maybe found in them, are but smalt faults, and will impprt 
IKde. But it is of the greatest importance to a lover of truth, that 
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m> tke i^'ing of a cri«bnted ancient, that he was nerer less 
aloae tfcan vben bj hfaiiMlf I for mj part, I amnereridoiM 
but when I mix witb the crowd, and am neither with you 
Bw with any bod j elM. My heart would ^>ea][, bnt it feels 
tlwre it none to hear : it is readj to answer but no one says 
any thing that regirdi it. ^ nndentand not the language of 
the country, and nobody here nndeiBtudi mine. Yes, I own- 
that.I am greatly carettad, and dnt all Ae obliging oAceS' 
of friendship and drili^ are readily offered to me ^ this br 
the Tery thing of which I complain. The offidons zeal of 
thonsands is erer on the wing to oblige me, but I know not 
how to entertain immediately a friendship for men I hsTO 
ncTer teen before. TTlie honest feelings of humanity, the 
pWn and affecting openness of a frank hear^ are expressed- 
in a diff^ent manner from those false appearances of polite- 
ness, and that^ estenul flattery, which the customs of the 
world reqnireTj I am not a little afraid that he, who treatt- 
me at first Bi|^t as if I was a friend of twenty years standing, 
will at the end of twenty years, if 1 should want his asais. 
tance, treat me as a stranger ; and when I see men lost In 
disripation pretend to iake so tender a part in the concerns 
of every one, I readily presume they are interested for no. 
body bnt themselres. 

There is, however, some truth in all this profession : the 
French are naturally good-natured, open, hospitable, and 
generODS, Bnt they hare a thousand modes of espreasion 
which are not to be too strictly nnderstood ; a thou^nd ap- 
parent offers of kindness which they make only to be refused. 
They are no more than the snares of politeness laid for'mitic 

to the end of bis life bii passions should never affect the imfar- 
tiality of his u-ri tings,— The above note is omitted by the author 
in his last corrected edition of this work. 
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liUplicitjr. I merer before beArd uieli jftatnuaa »t pioniul':' 
jr«H «^ depMd Oft mjf tervtmgyau^.Mnfmtt^nt^ credit, 
mypurie, mg houta, .my equ^t^.^— iiut.it all tlfii wete 
sihoere, andlitenllf tidaei),.1telip!V«vl4iiotbeftp«>pIai|lioa 
ear A 1ms attached to ^rog^tty. ThecotfmuBUTi'of posMk 
sions would be, in a ttasiiii^, alrtsdy eatehiMticd : th* rick ttl> 
W^amakuf offers ud the ptx>race{v^tgit)fegj, both frotdd 
natanlij soon come upon aicMl^aadaotlhaoiUEeiu of SpaJrtA 
ilsetf conld erer hate l^een m(ta!a;i][ltoaltieqBalil^ than would 
be the people of Farb. Ofi (le cooteif, there ii. not » 
place, perhaps iathe:v6rld^ vhdnUielar^uletof.auiiare , 
BO unequal, where are £ipla|ledAit arice Ihe Mst guptaoua 
opulence, aod the moat dq>Urabie.;^0Tfei!t7. T\ui ia tnrely 
sufficient to proTe the JBugaifieauteof l^t apparciU com. 
miMratioa, which ereiy one here.aB'Mta to have for the 
wants and sufferings of others, add that teoderiieaa of heart, 
which in a motoent contracts etefaal fridadihip. 

But if, iDstead of attending to prafessions so jnstlj to be 
inspected, and assurances bo liable, to deoeiK, I deain in- 
formation, and would geek knbwiedge, here is its most 
agreeable Bource. One is immediately cbanned with the good 
sense which is to be met with in con^iany of the French, not' 
only among the learned, but with men of all lankt, ^nA •■vemi 
among the women : Ae turn of conTenatran is alirafs^easf 
and natural ; it is neither dull nor friTolbns, bitt learned ' 
withont pedantiy, gay without noise, poKte wtt&Mit aSec* 
tation, gallant withont being fblsome, and jooote withOnt ' 
being immodest. Their discourse is neither made op of dis» 
serUtions nor epignuns ; they reason withont a^umenta.tioa, 
and ace witty without panning ; they artfoUy nnile TeasOn '■ 
and vivacity, maxims and rhapsodies ; and mix the most 
pointed satire and reGned flattery widi strictness of monls. 

Vol. I. O 
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Tkey talk rtovt every tUig, becaoM enrj one bu aoqie. 
tUmg to U7 ; tbjr exunine nothing to Hie bottom, for fear 
of lm>g tedioni, but pnqmoe mmtterstn « carwry omaper, 
and pan tbem orer witk nqridity : ereiy one gives l)is opU 
Hion, end aojiiporti it in few wordi ; no one etincks with tI- 
ralence tlint of nnoAer, nor obstioatdy defends hie own ; 
they dSacnM tke point only for the seke of improTementyUMl' 
•top before it ooinei ton A^wte t every one imprOTes, 
every one amniei btaielf, end they part all Eatisfied with 
euh otiier; cren die philos^iber liiinself carrying away 

. aonetbing wortt^ Ui^tirate meditatiM. 

BuL, after aU, what hind>of knawledge do you thto^ is to 
be gained Iweta . inch agreeable converution ! To form a 
ri^t-jadgmeatof life and mannen ; to make a right vie of 
■odely; tO'know^ at least, the people with whom we coiu 
Tcne : there i> notbins, Bloisa, of all this ; all that is here 
to be learned, -i> to fiand artfnlly the cause of falsehood; to 
ronfonnd, by pbiloeopby, all the principles of Tlrtue^ to 
throw ft false «oloMr, by the. help of Gophiilry, on tbe pas- 
tione Mid prqndtcc»-of Mankind -; and to given certain torn 

. to error, agreeaMe to the fashionable modfc of thinkiag. It 
is not neceeia^ to know tiie cbamcters of men, but their 
Inteietts, to gneu thdrtentiinenti on any occkBios. When 
n roan talks on any subject, he rather expresKS the opinioDs 
ftf bis garb or bii fraternity, than his own, and will chsnge 
then ai (rften as be changes his situation and circumstances. 
Dreis him up, for instuice, by tnras, iu the robe of a 
>udge, a peer, and a divine, and yon sbati hear him socees. 
sively stand up witb the same leal for the rights of tbe peo. 
pie, the despotism of the prince, and, the authority of tbe in. 
quiutioD. There is one kind of reason for the lawyer, aao. 
therfor the oScerof tke revenue, and a lUrd for the soldier. 
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flach of Qmu cui dwwBftrate tka other two l9.he.ki)>vei;, 
« CoacIuHqn- not Tejf difficaJt tobe 4nwa t^. kU tbreB,^' 
Thus inGit,doiB>t.flpe«k their owa taatiiLeiiti, but M>(Ue.tIie]i. 
wwild iostil into otheri, and the led whicti tbej qjeot ii Qnty-. 
die-mt^,of innrest. Yon nay inugUw, hawnvtytiatwach 
[wnooi u ua uncooawted and ind«p«ndB^t, hav^.atJefLitrai 
personal character, and-on opinipD ot Uwir own. ,'Not at' 
all: the^-are OMlydifierwitraaciiiBeij whichDarcTthiakfw 
tidamttlm, but are set going by springe. 
.. Y«n need only inform jronrielf of tbsir compuf,- ^^ 
dubs, th^ friends, the women tfaey visit, the avthon- th%p 
are aoquioted with, and yoa maf innmediately teU w^t wilt 
be their opinion of the next book- that is. pubiiahed, the next 
pbj that is acted, the works of- this or that writer tbty. 
knew nothing of, or this or tlia.t system of ' which thej baFe- 
not one Idea^ As ordimry . clociu, also, are wonnd v^ to go 
but fonr^nd^weutf hoars, so are these people under the ae— 
cesaltyof going eray ereulag iuto company, to know what 
they are to think the next dajr. 

Hence H is, that there is bat a small number oC-both sexes, 
who think fuiall the rest, and for whom ail the re»t talk and 
act As ercry one considers his awn particnlfr interest, and 
none of (hem that of tlie public, and as the interests of indi., 

* We pugh^ perhaps> tu overlook this leasoning in a Swiss, 
who sees bis own country .well governed, wittiout the establish- 
ment of either of these professiuns. Haw can a state subsist 
without soldiers for its defence? No ; every State mu5t have de- 
fenders. Baths members oughtto be soldiers from principle, and 
not by profession. The same individuals among the Greeks and 
Romans weia frequently magistrates in the citj-, and officers in 
the field; and never were either«f those funetions better dis. 
pharged th&Q hetbre thom strange pr^udices took places which 
nin* sepanOe and dishonour thmii 
3 



bf Google 



SM EIOISA. 

vtdtula in ilnT* opposed, fltere is aaranist tlim a p«rpe_ 

foal duMng of pftrtiet ■sd CftWi, a eontinuRl ebb and flow 
of preponeisloiu and cantruT- opinioni ; amidit ifUcfi the 
most Ttatent tempers, a^tated only by tile rest, addom tin-. 
dentand a word of (be matter In dispute. Erery dab bu 
i(i rales, its opinions, Its principles, whlcb are no whert else 
aAnltted. An bonest man at one boose, is a knare at tbe 
nett door. The good, the bad, the beantifnl, the ngly, 
truth, and eren virtne itself, hare all only a limited and lo. 
cal existence, moerer choos«i a general acquaintance, 
tiierefore, and goet Into difierent sodetiea, should be more 
plbble than Aloibiadei ; he should change bis princi|rfes witb 
bis company, neir-modet his sentiments, in a manner, st 
ereiy step, and lay down his maxims by the rod. He ought 
at erery risit to leave bis conscience, if be has one, at the 
door, and tale up with that belonging tn tbe house; as a 
new servant, on Us entrance, pats on bis lirery, which he 
leaves liebhid hfm when tamed out, and, if be chooses it, 
again takes up bis own, which serves him till he gets a new 
rait with a new place. But what is still more extraordinBry 
is, that every one here is perpetnatly contradicting himself, 
wHhont being cooceraed at all about It. Tiiey hare one set 
of principles for conversation, and another 'for their actions ; 
nor is any body scandalized at their inconsistency, it beiog 
generally agreed they shonid be very different. It Is not re- 
quired of BQ antbor, particularly of a moral writer, that he 
should maintain in conver^tion what he advances in bis 
works ; nor that be should put in practice wfiat he incnU 
cates. His writingB, conrersation, iind conduct, are three 
things essentially different, which he is net at all oi>%ed to 
reconcile to each other. In a word, every thing is absurd, 
and yet neihing <^ends, because absurdity la tbe bsblon. 
Nay, there is attached to this Incongruity of principles and 
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tMDtett, OilfariiiaMhle ^, of tAuik thejr tin pioni, ■ mft 
which is freqaeoUj affected. In bet, alttosi^ erei^ o»« 
■atlouly preaehes sp tke muiifti of U». pMioiiSn^ be 
p|qae«liteaelf«n tlMenriageMidduwiM»of maoflH. Th« 
Mtomey, fisr ^taot^ aqflntnei Ae marttnl dr of k. ■oIMci', 
wid * pet^' cletk of. A« tvMabii Uw MperaUinn deportmmt 
•r.al«<rd; tbo biabo^ al&eb the gtUatttry of r Sua gentlg* 
BUQ; tbe oogriMftiM pracitrioD o( ft|dflo«>pb«r;..aBd At 
■t>tcMP»lb*(«pM«e.>iidjru|lHjofairit.. £T«adteplKlH 
Die^Iitaiey 1^ knoNn mt bow to put •■ 4n ain otutf •Oeo 
pfofcttioD^ itrMMS Unmlf Up ia k mit of blncl; <» Sunda^j 
ki Qidei to pu> for « pnctitw&er in the IMr. He toilitoy 
|«|it)an«n Bl«n«, despiaiilg erarj otter ptofeiuoD, preferrej 
i^tbontaffMstatMS, tiie muserl at thow owb, .itiiie^ to i^ 
the tmth,wci«uffiv^e. Net l]Ut H. d« Monlt voom 
tbe wroB^ wtoi h« gwe tbe prefflnOcfe ta tlM cBmenatioa 
VfaMldipri IratirlMltnlgMbettiieiiihiatime, it noloapr 
w. The pregrw* <rf UtonMre hM tiww inprored OMtrem.- 
tien in geaai^ I And, Mtk* gentknon of th«.«n>i7^dMpbe 
SH«k imj^Tcment w tkeb-i) that wjiich nicd to.be tba.bi^ is 
at ^ngth bMMMte Hie wont*. 

Hence it is, that the persons we UHl to are not those with 
wbom we coDTene ; their seatiments do not cnne frmn the 
heart J their knowledge is not the acqnlsitioD of their own 
geaina: their conTsrsatiOB does not diacorer their thongMs | 
and one perceives notUng of them bat tlieir figure. Thus a 
man in cwnpany here, is nearly in tiie ^ame sitiiation as i f he 

• This reflection, whether true 6r false, can be extended only to 
the subalterns, And thOBe who do not reside iti Paris ; tot almost 
all the great and polite men in the kingdomate intheserVice,and 
even die court Itsdf is military. But there is A i^ett diflb«ncD 
batweeA Die raanaen scqutred ia a campaign, and tbOst whiob 
ueeeWtaotcd l»y living ib ganiton. 
O 3 
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irare ipactatorof a moringpicttire, wben Wbtaself iaOe 

wily l^ase capable of idf-motioii. 

~ iSnch'are tke nodoiwl ba?e formed of great societies,' by 
Uat whtch I hare teen at Pant. Tbey may, aeTertbeleM,b« 
rather adapted to loy own partictibr rftnathm, Aaa to the 
Irne state of things, anl will doabdeis imprare ail becou* 
more aeqsainted with the naiiners of the world. Besfdes 
IhiB, I hare hitiieTto kept no otber conipaiiy than that Into 

wUch I hare been infrodnced hy the friends of Lord B , 

and am s^sible it is necetsaiy to descend to penOM af dif- 
ferent nnks, to know the |>eciiliH manners of a covatiy, 
these of the opotat being almost every where the sooie. X 
shall endeavour to inform myself better hereafter : In the 
■Mas time, I leave yon to judge whether I have not sofficietit 
reason to call this crowded eccoe a desart, and to be terrified 
JiT a soKtadgf where I find only an empty appearttnce of s«a- 
tiownti and of sincerity, that faUAes Itself hi the tostant of 
eaprefliioo j and where I perceive eriy the merr'ippariticmB 
of men, phantoms that strike the eye for a moment, Imt are 
iosensible to the toacb. Hitherto I have seen a great nsm- 
ber of masks ; wh«i shall I behold the fteen of manUnd ? - 



LETTER LXXX. 
FROM ELOISA. 

Yes, my friend, we shall continoe to be united, notwith- 
standing our separation ; we shall be happy In spite of for- 
tune. It is the union of minds which congtitntes their trae 
felicity : the mutual attraction of bearts does not follow the 
ratio of their distance, and onrs would be in contact were 
they distant as the poles asunder. I am sensible with yoo, 
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tiuftrcM lovers bate ft tboiHmd atpe#M!tf to 'iooth« thepifBS 
of wibietux, and to fljr to mA otlwr*!! wrau' In m momettt. 
Umaee have tb^ man ftvfnant lateniewa'feTeK in ntoeace 
than wkea they leeMdiMAerffWrfdurt f^ ao veneris 
titter alone, than they we both together. IF yon, my Mod, 
MB tute that pleanre every evwHig, I feaat on It ■ hnodred 
tiiiuesBd^. I ma more alme, and am nn«andedby <^ 
jecta I cauo^ look on withont cdfig^ y«« to ndnd, withoafe 
Sadiiig yoD ever near mt. ... 

Qui roMto doletmeate, e 911I t' eummm : 

Qui It rtVoiK, e yt^ rUettkiil pamo ; :■■ ' ' 

Qui CO ' hegli occhi ma tn^ae U (ore .- 

Qui dine unapaTtdot e qjii lorwe., '. . . 

Each well-hnown object, left behind, 
Recalls my lover to my mind : 
Twas here, I cry, be sat and sung. 

While fondly on his lipa I hung; 

Here kindly spoke, here sweetly amil'd,' 
And there bis lookt my heart begnil'd, 

BatisKBOiritliyaii? Can yon thni alEevikte the paini of 
absence ? can yOu experience the nreets of a peaceful and 
tender passion, that speaks to thchesrt w&hont inflaming the 
lenses ? Are yonr gt'iifa at pretelat more prudent than- were 
formerly yonr dedres ?" The violence of your.^rit letter still 
UakeB me tremUe. t dread tbose deceitfal titosports^ by 
so isnch the more dangerons, as the iifaaghiatlon which es. 
cites fhem is less snbject to contronl ; and I fear lest even 
yonr excess of love should prove injurions toihe object .of it, 
Alas! yon know not your BensationH are too indelicate to 
perceivehoiv ofTeusire to lore is an irrational hom%e. "Vou. 
04 
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70a never leuttt(X.Wrbi ClUl<tQ .nifl(l'l^aw^>etG«fal) .tiuMb 
tetiiiertimutiofayf>*i4»f*J»ltt m4:te«ffietiagif deacribed. 
If ntDkbelheb^test plvttHMt iihich.BT«ttluti»py loycn out 
thitc, tll^ Ane t^ tfti^ wbt Khenia t]ioae *he pine in ab*. 
unce ar« pervUOd l« indidgetiraHndTeBj :uid dtoae who 
anw fa«ir« Mt't^Kt tba0^ bnt fbt- a iwirimrt, tkanld never 
regret the Iom of any other. I reiQcHber the rcflectians we 
nude in reading yonr Flvtarcb, an the seiunality and depra> 
Tity of tute, which debsM oUr nature. Were inch wretched 
pleuures attended onty wHli tbe cirevastaiicc of 1&«r not 
being mutual, it were ebongh, we ndd, to render tbein iaau 
pid and contemptible. Let as ^^If Ibe same concldsioni to 
the sallies of an extraTi^ant ipaginatioii, to which it is no 
leu applicable. What can the wretch enjoy whose pleasures 
are confined to himself alone ! }lh pleasures are lifeleu ; bnt 
thine, love I are animated and generous delights. It Is the 
union of souls: w« receive norepleasnce IVom that which 
we ezdte, than from Oht Dwu ebjoyBenb 

But, pray, tell me, my friend, in what language, or rather 
in what jargon) 4s the description you gave me in your lost 
letter ? Did ypa ^Qt n^ke nee of it as an occasional dii(d^ 
of yoor wit! If you iatend tp repeat it iu ^our letten t* 
me, it viU p« necessary to send me a dictionary, Wb^ is 
it yon meaa by. the opinion ol a garb i by a conscioice tliat 
is to be put off and onlilte alivery ?, Iiy laying down maxims 
by the rod ! Bow wonld yea liave a poor dmple §wiu coqs- 
prehend those sublime tropes and %urcs i Bxn yon p<ft al< 
ready borrowed some of the tinsel und«standin£ (^ the pen- 
pie yon describe 1 Take care, my good friend, how you pr^ 
eeed. Do yon not think the metaphors of the Chevalier Ma- 
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riait whiek yta hKre w oflwiv Istiglwd >t, bem lovie rUHi.' 
bIaB«« to J4W awn ? If a gHMest taaj be tM to think in •■■ 
letter, wh; aot tbot fin.nw)' ■««! in A tonnct* j 

ToobwrTO) ia the Bfikc* of , AvM.ireeks, sU aeiAfetnt 
cflntMSf that is k«pt iii«gi^w4sity ; to pots jadgineat «a 
tfaar coBVCrMtion ; tit diitingnafeL ptCciMlj the fetn from the 
tine ; the real ftvto tha hficflted ; te diiarBBcc ha t ween tUr 
tko^ht* awl *ordi ; tids b the wry thii^ far vhich Ae 
pK^tchare fnti«e)flly c«n»ar«d bjr peofiie of loiter cvuatriea; 
bnt thiijntian mpetltUy dewnai to be ttitdied nore at lebnre^ 
I u Uttk appf^ve iUbo of penam apeakinf ill of a coootiT 
wbere dwy Kude'aiulan iVell raottTad: they had hetter,in 
ny jttdgacW, wttaaittebedaoaiT^ l^.appaanocei, (hen 
to-norajiae a^thn laxpaua af ^ir boats. In 'short, I al. 
Wjiiya snipeot t^ ciiadffiv«f :tb«M ohserrerB vhoset vp for 
wits. I aA alwayoApfMnkbDaita Imtthey sboold tnienaiUy 
Mciifice the r«al4M«Qf <thh)gB»itothft«ntscrf deacr^oD, 
and affect a btilUaacyoC «Qk>»t(iie eipanceaftimth. 

Yon hnow,;Piy fricBdj the taylngof Mhntt, that wU Is 
the epideinical mikdi^s «f ithe: Fpench ; I ammtttakea, if. I 
do not discover aoiae- Karlia af your b«ing yoartatf infected 
with this phrai«y; Thane is .this differaace, knwarer,. Aat 
while it ia agreeable !eBoligh&'t>heFir«ndi, the Sxrisi are of 
aU,.people hi the world thMewhon a becotaea least Thare 
is wMBethigfTdy quaint aad'far-fetchediamanypaisB^ of 
yonrletter. Ildo.nobspaak of .the jtrtiy torn^or'anbaated 
ezpEeuipi)^'nbi«ka«e diotate<l'b)>aay.paOdiar sttongtb of 
seatioKnts, bat of thM atfe«t«d pretti»n»iof atyle, •rbich, 
bei^g nnnaJtur^l^itMlf, «an j>ehaftlTol:(qno.people wlnt- 
e«er, bnt betray* ^eabBnfd-protetHidks.vf-'the person n3>»'. 

* SuAitf,Ofochi,aprtpararmtiaii. 
_; Ye sweating fires, that in the furnace blazed" 

A line (^vSonnet hy Marini.. 
O 5 , 
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uHB it. Pretoirioni with thowwe love ! C^o«d God ! onj^e 
not all oar preteiuioiii to be confined to the objectbelared t 
It may be permitted to enliTm «n indlfihrent conrerMdoa 
witt tach riietorictl flonriibed, wd tbty maj pus off ai fine 
strokes of wit ; but this ia Rot the langoge adapted to Ae 
tntercoone of lorers : tbe florid jargon of gallantry comes 
leai from the heart than tbe most rude and siinpte of all di<^ 
aiecta. I appeal to yonrGelf : did wit ever And an opportv. 
Oity to intmde into onr private parties ? If Aoie fend, these 
eodenrii^ convenatJons had a chum to dispel and keep wit 
at a distance, liow iH-snited are iti embellishmenta t« tbe let- 
ters of alucaiee, always clouded in some messnre with vont 
row, and in which the heut expretses itaelf with pecoliar 
tenderne« ? Bitt,tlioaghever]r passiontmljgTCBtsEioilldbe 
MrioDs, excess of joy sooner oaBlDg forth our tears than oor 
smiles, I would not haTo lore be idways sad ; its cheerfulness 
shonid, nerertlialeu, be simple and unaficcted, without art, 
without embelUshment, and undipsembled as tbe passion it- 
selL In a word, I would hare lore appear in its natire 
graces, and not in tbe false Mnnmeiita of wit. 

My canittmt companion^ ia wboee apartment I write this 
letter, pretends, that In the tr^ianlng'of it I had jtut thst 
pleasantry of disposition which lo*elnspJns; bntlknownot 
what is became xrf it. In i»oportion as I proceed, a languor 
perrodes n^y heart, and Iiardly leaves me spirits to write the 
reproaches she wonjd hlfe me make yon. For yon are to 
Itoow tbe abort hypercritidsms are raOwr hers than my own. 
It was she that dictated in particolar tiiie first article, langh^ 
ing like an idiot, and insisting en my not altering a idngle 
lyllaUe. She says, it is to teacb yon to respect MaiinI,' 
whom she patronizes, and you haTe the presnmption to ridi> 
cnle. 

But can yon gvess the cause of our good-hnmoar l It is 
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her approublng mariiage. The Coiitnet wvs sigMd' last 
ai^it, and the 'day is fixed for Monda-y Be'nnlglit. If «Telr 
lore was a cheerful ptssioii, it ij sarely so wIA her : surely 
no girl was ever BO droll npoatiie tike oecasian. ' 

Tiw gbod Mr. Orbe, whose bead is also a ihtle turned, 
vag tngUy delighted with the nHuiciL manaer in which be 
was recdred. Less difficult to be pleased tluo yon who, b« 
takes great pleasure ta adding to the pleaaantry of courtship, 
and looks upon the art of diMttiag bis miifress as a master, 
piece in making lore. For her part, we may tslk to her as 
we please of decor.nm, tell' her as mntih as we will of the 
grave and lerions tarn she ought to assaine on the point of 
natpmany, and of doing honour to the virgin state she is 
going ta quit ; she laughs at alt we can say, as ridicnloifa. gri- 
mace, and tdb Mr. Orbe to his lace, that on the weddings 
day she shall b« in the best humour in the world, and Ui^t one ' 
faniiot go top cheerfiiUy to be married. But the little dia« 
sembler does not tell all; I.surprized her tiiis morning wi> 
ping her ^es, which were red with crying ; and I would lay 
awager^ thetearaof the night equal ttusmileaof the day. 
She is going to bind herself in new chains, that will relax 
the gentle ties of friendship ; she is entering on a manner of 
life very different to that which she most affected. Hitherto, . 
always pleased and tranquil, she is going to ma those ha-- 
^ards which are inseparable from the best marriage ; and, 
whatever lace she may assume, I see that, as a clear and 
smooth water begins to be troubled at the approach of a stonq, , 
eo her chaste and timid heart feels an alarm at her approach, 
ing change of condition. 

May they be happy, my dear friend ! They love, and wilt 

be tinited in marriage : they will reap the transports of mat uai: 

enjojment without obstacles, without fear, without r< 

Adien !— my heart is full — i can irrite'nb more.. 

Off. 
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iP. 5.— Wftkata Mm Lord B-"— , bat he wu in locli liM te 
ta proceed b* Ui jonmey, tht be atmid widi ns but a mou 
awnt. laiprfSKd vith k due lenae af tbe (dl)ligstbiiB we owe 
1dm, I woald Jnte made Um my ^movlfedgiiienti and Jvors ; 
but, I kftoir BOt how, I mu asbaiaed. It & 'sarely « kind 
of inAiU oCered ta faiaimpanllekd generodty to tbuik mofa 
« man fer hay tfaing 1 ... 



LETTER LXXXI. 

TO ELOISA. 

' Wbat cUldrea does the Impetnosity of onr passions «&%« 
of nt! How reidOy does an extravagant affection nourish It- 
self on chimeras ! and boW easily are oar too violent desires 
prevented by the most fTtvoloas objects! I YeCeired yonr 
letter with as mncb raptnre as yoor prbecnce' could teive in. 
spired : in the excess of my transport^ a, piece of folded pa> 
per supplying in my mind the place of Eloifa. One of the 
greatest evils of absence, and the only one which reason cannot 
alleviate, is the inqnietade we ere nnder concerning tbe ac. 
fnal state of the person we love. Her health, herlifej her 
repose, her affectioDS, nothing escapes the apprehedsions of 
him who has every thing to lose. Nor are we more certain 
of the present condition than of the future ; and every posstblfe 
accident is realized in the mind of the timid lover. I breathe, 
and am alive again. Yon are in health and still love mfe; 
or rather ten days ago you loved me, and was well : but vho 
can assure me it is so at this instant t How ci^el, how tor. 
menting is absence ! How fatally capricious Is that sitaation 
in which we can enjoy only the past moment, for'the futire ih 
not yet arrived I .... 
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fiiid 700 t^ aotUiig ftboat xour contlant eompanioHf 
I ihoiildilwve .detectod-lKr little mdice io tha cmoiuwpuud 
ofamy obsemtioiu, lud faero^d.fradge in the apology £» 
Muiai ; bnt, it- it be p«caitted na ia turn to ^olo^e fot 
myself, I irUI nOt iiiak« btt wit foi a leply. 

ia dM first ptaee^ tfasn, ray dear eoiuM>) for itiitober I 
Aoidd addresa v^ answer, as to tha styla: of say Tenavki, 1 
bin adopted that of tiie.nibjeirt: I eBdearomredtoflTejioa 
at once both ariidm add an maande of tba modeof cesicv- 
nti(M in fctUon ; Biid.tJitn,-ftriloirfaigan aocieiit precept^ I 
wrote- to ymi la the MMe maimer they talXiii somecompa. 
nies to each odier. fitaideS, itasnotthe me of rhatorical 
^[ores, bnt.the Choice of tileB, which I Uapaia Hadlli^t 
If ftMiaa.has.theleattwhnath af imgiwticsi, lKiniutiU|C4S> 
, nuilysMBiM^Aonaad flgiinitlTeex[tteMieni to nnkeJUnif 
idfandersboDd. Ercaywr own letteri are full of then, with^ 
•ntyavrkiiowii^'it ; and IwiHmatntaiff it, thft aop«b»H 
geometrician or a blockhead can talkwiAovt ft m^^^atv Is 
effect, the same sentimeitt may admitof bb h^dred differed 
degrees of erier^y ; and Ucmwe weto detenaimAepi^iM 
degree Id which to enforce it, 1rat by theism of e^i^g(ioa{ 
I mut ooniiee*, I could not n^self helj^ smillqg at tb; absiir. 
dity of HHoe'irfHaset I nsed. I thank yott for tile, twubl* 
yoB took to pick them out. But let them ttaodwi^re they 
are, you will find them clear atwl peeqlwrly emphatical. Lef 
Bi tuppow that yoar ttro iprightly sparkliog eyes, whoi^ Ifui- 
guage is bow so ezpresslre, wet* eepMated oae from the 
other, and fromthe set of features to wbicb tiwy^ofiicb 
Instre ; what tUnk yon, coUsin, they wonld »y even witb 
all their Tlvadty and fire? BeBevc me, they would lose all 
power of expicflston ; they would be mnte even, to Mr. 
Orbe. ^ • 

. Itnot^&tataing. t]a^ni««ote'^^^ to •baenrtoainft 
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atrutge country, the general cut ajid tarn (^ eonversadMi ^ 
and I> net this the first obserntion I made in I\rii ? I havA 
▼ritten to you only what is said, and not what is dona in 
Ais dty. If I remarked a contrast between the diicoane^ 
tile sentiments, and the actions of the people, it h hecansM 
Ae contrast is too striking to escape the most superficial «b- 
Sferrer. When I see the sane perKms change thelrmaxiois 
According to the company ' they frequent, MoIInlsta in one^ 
and' Jaitsenitts in another, covrt^yeophaotsviththenilnister, 
and &Ctlou9 grumblers wkh an aQti.ooartier : when I see a 
man in lace and embroidery rail at luxury, an officer of the 
rerenae against imposts, or a prelate against gluttony ; when 
I hear a coart-lady talk of aodesty, a noble lord of honesty, 
an anthorof cuidour, or an abbi of reHgidn, and sec nobo. 
dy surprised at tiiese alisEirdities, is it not natural enoogb to 
conclude Oat people here are as littie anxious to hear tri^ 
«■ to sped it? and that, so far from endeaTouriug to per-* 
taade others Into th^ own' opinion, they care not whet^t, 
^y are believed or net. 

Bvt'let this suffice, bi the way of pleasantry, for an anawen 
to our coiisin. I will lay aside an affectation to which wb 
are alt three strangets, and I hope yon wIU find in me for tht 
fntore as little of the satirist as. the wit. And now, Eloisa, 
kt me reply to yen ; for I am at no loss to dBsthig^h !>«• 
tween* critical raillery and serious reproacbes.' 
- ' I cannot conceive bow both yon and yom- coui^ could so 
«gregionsIy mistake the object of my descciptioa. It was 
not the French in' particnlsr onwlion I intended to aiumad« 
Tert. For if the characters of nations can be determined 
only by their difference ; how caa. I,,who'haTe as yet'no aC 
qnaintaDce with any other, pretend'to draw the character of 
this ? I should not, besides, hare been so indiscreet as to 
fix OR tte metropolis for the place of obBerTatitm^ I.ani 
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jH>t igBoisvt tbat cipiW eid«5 diftr leu (ironk CMk ot^ 
Akd Hi* luitivMl chnuton of the prajde, vlicAaca thtn 
in agfwt qieanif^ lott Bnd coBftwtuilcd, as irall from tiHuiiik 
ftnetwesf qomrtif iliwbitdi bear ■.greatrflMiablHioeto ncA 
oOnr, H from tke commpii coasaquenoe of IMig- ix « dofe 
•nd nmnerans itxAetj ; wiick ia also vftry iAfx*-BMrIf 
Oe nme^ aifd prcTails nrcr ths origin^ and peciiUu^kanci 
ter of the oodntff . 

• Were J ta itiidy the DBlnral digractoriitici of a pvople, I 
would r^iair to tone of the niore dbtaatpnTlacM, iA«n 
^ iBhabitaoti idU paisue their nat;ara) fadtaatioM. 1 wonlil 
proceed slowly and carefully through teveral of thoH-|tro^ 
tIdcch, aid thoaa at greatest diitaocis feorn each lotiwr: ffon 
the diAereace I night obiarTe batWMU dum, J wovU the^ 
trace, the pMxliar geains xif eaoh proriBce t fois) what waa 
thdn in cmnmon, and not cwtomary ta other eonntrki, I 
would trace the geniiu of th» utioo In.geaeral : aad what 
i^peazed conmoa toroU natioiM^' I ihoald ngavd a> ohinc^ 
terisdca of oianklnd in general. But I hareneither fofiMd 
so eitemiFa a projeot; aori ii I had, am I powetscdof Ae 
neceuary experience to pvt it In ezecadoni My dea^ Ii 
to inprore mysdf la the knowledge of maakind anivemlly^ 
jud my malhod w to consider nan in his sqraral relMiau. I 
hare hitherto b«en acqaaJated only wUb unall MUieties, acafr- 
tetednpaad.dowtt, in a nanner alone, and wUhovt tMnmecB 
- tioM. At present I am in the midst af others, wUch ate 
garrosnded by maltitudci oti the. same 8po4,-riomwhitA I 
■hali begin to judge of the genn^ effects of society ; for 
.if men are constantly made better t^ their assooiation, tbe 
juorennmerousand dose^ connected' tbey arCjitttttfaebet. 
-Intbey oi^tlobe, and their maimers shcMd be mofesim. 
pifl and less corrupted at Paris than, in flke Valais ; bat tf 
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«xp0ritace pron At.c<Btikr7t ift nWit dm* Ae ^pfMMite cMm 
cMiam, "VikiaiApi,! oaAkm, xaaj intina leadto.tkft 
Uo«ledgebf 'the aatiodal cftwimi af people ; but b^ : • 
Koaa4'M tedibas aad indive^ thfct I vMf pMkops. mever ti« 
HiiilifirA tn dfCellUBe ttot vf asf one oaAaii v^am euUh 
{ iBMt feqffw t« mlLQ ^7 fird «faKrv»(fon aa tbe- fint xovk 
Irf.U wMftI rdnde,:proi«wUagiHttiedtfanaIpusthn»v^ 
to mark ths difference between them uidtke fi(<d:; ccnipa* 
king FnacK to erar^vHier, as w« ikacilbeffeB odarGJtree hy ■ 
-wiiliNr, M a pdibtrM iy afir, and TDut dcfcr fornring iqr 
>idgK«itirflii»intt>eaplaa*MiTedy tail bate fioMMMf ' 
flteenattmi on «U tke rert. 

iRteaa» to ditiMi g Mii h , th en , my chfaiay mtnitar^ bstwan 
pUk>MpUca] (A a rt'T at ioa and n^oAal'Batige.. Itn»cik the 
FaridMM Irtadjr, bat Ibe inh^tantsof agnUxaty; and I 
knev not whether Ae remarkj i have made^-be -oat me aj^S. 
mbie to thaw rf H6me and Ltn^a, m <af Afis. Mond 
prindphw &9LnotAtptni on the djiatotis) of apei^.; w 
that,' in s^t« of their reigning prqwScsa, 'l oan prnteeiTC 
iAA ia vrtmg in itaelf : biA 1 kaarw.notvhetheil-oan-jait- 
fy attrttntbit to&a Frencliman, octbe man,- 'wlirthei' k 
be the effect of habit te of natose. Vice b in evwyipbee 
off^Bsin toMiiiniMiF&Leye, andit isnotnoie btenefdik^ 
r^rove ittn whatever oetaatrf M « foaad, thmlo corrwlf 
Ifae iailii^ Of fakunonitT, became we iireanOng sen. An 
not I at present an hibhbitant vf Faria i Perhl^ I B»f 
Dbtci already inconsoioiuly twriaibatedlhy ^aie totho'digor.. 
dera I b&T« tenw^td : ptria^ too long « itfiy m^ coi4ni(rt 
eiren my inclinatiODli, and at the end of a year I m^ be no 
Bontluui a FaritianmyMlf; if, in otdfa t» be i fc a o i'i i ng ■of 
Bloiw, I do not cherish thesptMtaf Uberty, xai die mm. 
ners at a free citiENi, Lei me ptoceed, therefere,' «4tfaoift 
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rMtnuKt, ia deKribing bigecta I ibndd NhIi to mmbU^ 
atadtonniinrtinginy iwlfw lirteey ^ di^dqj^ Aa di>^ 
gwtfnl ^tOrM rf fdMhood hkI tkw. 

Wate myCTiyl oyiiMt t ud fbrtuie im my omufomafr I 
BilgktwtdMatdonbtiiKkeahbiMrfother.MiMtaAiriarli^ 
ten. Yon mre not dbplMMd vitli tkom i inotBftn fran 
MttlMi^ud tka-Val«»tta^ nrdMr&iw^ it ii-iieewa^ 
for iH, in oi^r to gapport the noias-Bad hravjrof the worM 
in wUda I »in obliged i» tvKy t« canwte a^a^f in wutiiqi 
to you ; akid'tke thmghta.ttf diAwuig ap my nunitina Cm 
yoar pemal (botdd «xciM ■>* to look oo^for ^<)pier OTtj cfitt . 
Diicou«gbiD«it wosld otkcrvi|« ov«tak« me ft ev«vy. itep, 
uid I miut entinlj frtiatniali Bf obMnUiou on inmVjwd, 
if ymrefiueto bwr me. Consider tkid, to lifei&&muneic 
■o littie c«ifo«mtii|e to my taito, I make an efertaot «it. 
worUiy at its caue i and to Hwbte yoa to jvdge of what J 
smrtiwdergoto^ptataia^ni ^rmit nm to ifoak K^etin«> ^ 
AeUaxiiuI am forced to leanifaadtiM trfHtaaUt lam oUi^ 
gad to wcomitor.. 

In Bpto <if my llow paeeV "od oMftToldMble aTOcatioUf'iBy 
cAHeotioa wu fidiAed frhen yovT lettar iMfipVjr anired to pro* 
loBg my taak of o^yipg : but I aAab^ in rn d n g itao iboi^ 
bow yos coHtrire to to^. lomncb- in m few words. I.witt 
matotalnit^ tbereew be bo rcmUig ao dri%jtthl as tbat «f 
yoar letters, eroB to that* to whom yon ue ft atraager, if their 
hearts do b«t lyinpfttUse with wa. Bot liow can yon be s 
ttnuger to any alia wfco reads yoav lettors i Is it possijUa 
tluta manner so eng^^ing, that s^rflmeots solnder, can bv* 
loiigtoanjf«tbertlMui£MwI Yoiireti«baoltagLook»aocoBk. 
pany erery sMtborat; your ebarming Toice proooiuiGas 
eT«ry word* Jt b impflwible for any olher to tore, to thinkt 
toj^eak, to act, to write like Koiia? Bo not anrpriaed, 
tbeu. If you letters, which so ittikin^y cootey yOur fbcm 
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ud fefttnre, -sIioiM aoaMlinei Kan the «um effact as yoar 
pMimKciw^lonr, wfto>>»deTO«t1f IdoUsesydar peraoD, I 
loM 1117 MnKi i>ttirirpenis>I;'nj>'lM«d'growi giddy; Kd«- 
Tovrh^bne eoMame^ me ;- ny -btood twth, *nd I bMome 
friBtio-wltti pturiM. X faaey I we, I feel, 1 pmijan to- 
nj-benitl AlA-aMeofajeotf betritiebii^ beuity ! aoiircA of 
nptnre >nd AeUght ! - image of those aageHc forna wUd are. 
Sie fkbled eoaip«rf<»e-of tfcebleiMdl con* tb? my' khm — 
die h here— I cljtsp ber i» my embnce— ah! DOy ibrut va^ 
idriied ; and I gnuphot a BlHido>ir. Indeedj my deartHmd, 
yon are too cbanslsg ; you hare been too iDdnlgent to tbe 
veaKiito of a btert, Aat cad never forg«t yoar cfaanu nor 
your tendefBess. Your beanty even triniqpliB In its abieuce ; ' 
K pttrsoesne- vberelcver I go; it makes lA- dread t«- be 
alone, andit is'my greKteitmJMr]|>flnt Idare not'gire ny- 
•elf to'the ceotAnplatioD.of m isvlshiiig aa eb^eet, 
- 'Onr Mend*} tkenj I find, wtU be naited in i^teofalV 
obstacles ; or ratbt^r they %iK se wMte I an now wiiliag. 
Amiable and deserving piucl may Hearen-bestvir OB'fiiina 
air tbe biesribgt tbelr pradeat attd peaoefU aActtons, inao^ 
eeace of raB«iien,.^d goodness of bMotdeierwl mi^ it 
Uessthem wMi Aatba^neas'it isBO«pwbigof tothwe wM 
werefomed' byiiat»e'to*BX»itadi>agUBl Happy ladfeej 
willtbeybe^if HemVHxboald grant to Ikem wliat it bat ta- 
kes fitHM as ! and yet, Sloisa, we may dmw some coasolai. 
tion eren from our mbfortanes. Via yon not perceive that 
OQF sererest trosbfes an not wifliBnttbaIr peeaUar satirfbs. 
tjons ; and tlUt aUkoogk vow frieodi maj* taat» pleaavres of 
iHbfch we are deprived, we enjoy otbeiV' of wbicfc tiioy ar« 
^orant? Yea, my gentle friend, ip sfdteot absence, losses, 
feais ; in apHo'eren of despair itsrif, tbe pewerfiil exertion 
of two- hearts, loagiog for eacb other, is always attended 
witb a- seEr«t- pteasue nnknown to tiM)S« at ease. Tb^ is 
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pleuoTM ftvm.f«lB, udwo«U Blake ill lodo^MBs ftaUvf 
iwUflisrenR u A» gtvwtMt of aU miifortaini. . ThM^ «« 

laineBl.oiirewiiiUmKaap^t)ivi,'I<tiw>o4«in]rtb«tdr0tt«H'; 
Oh tiw whole, peitept, then' ii none pKfaMbte tq om o«»r 

tiut glow vtOl B cclaitU pnrim, fad !■ tknU4v« dw 
Miircerf.ral!nedeqofB«t'tndep«iid«a<of IntaKV. -r 



XJiTIfiR LXXXIU 

TO ELOISA. . ' ^ ] 

. At koilb, EOtAK, bcUd nevwtia with tiw itoaui, Uf 
cailMdOaMng i>Mlcd;i bt^ «« ftwquMt tlw pobUe dtoHM 
^lu^nidtoiDpiiiaaiiipaiiy : Iqw&d tfacwIwIoHBj klH-dad^ 
and ani Mtentha to nM^ tUlkingiatgect : but, perMlrinB 
nothing thUrMewUwT^, I nooHeri nynlf hi the nUit 
itf iMiseBiidcoafiiRicai, andvottrerMln Becf«t wttiM^btr^j' 
It is not, hvwsnr^l^Mtiuibwf andturataoM-Ufe hu Mt 
in it soneOuDg agreiMbt»^ vii tiuttsacfa a «wt TiriMy^ orf ata 
iMiBdMiaolprasaiCwooulBBnfetofndflf gntlinlioa to 
tiM aaiority of a sirtngar : bat to taate thesBktrtalainMt 
dMjr affoid, the heart 9kmM be-TCcant, udtba votbntaBdh^f 
idle. Both Iotc and reason MHBito oniUinTalMiigtBftSvi 
{^agahut'NiifriKMnneBt. Eweif tiiag betebdag con- 
fined to appeanaces, wMifb aFo erefy- ioateat dusgingt :i 
have a^thin th^ thao t« be affected with, not to ezmina uuf 
thing. 

- Heacelfeegtetoieethedlfficalticsof Btudytegtha worU, 
anfriRdeed'! knew not wtet'iltDatiaB'iiaott'UlnV tiMn«k« 
WK> a prnfeientis'tbb si&aeev The siMSaMlatUnt at too 
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SfMt;« diitodoty iadf Urn wta of Itdbien tod veaciBe A^ 
Ject^ to mirtt erittatUy : thddiw teta toAkMidi td WaUetp 
n»eaoa tby put, tni tiiti oAeP-tda >littl< to jttdge of ^« 
vMttf^lMfc Ermy •■oeot'tfaBtititUHihaphUvMipber, U 
04anii>*»«puty ud, aot bein^iUa la ilMxrn MotaiMAMrfi 
U^rilatfanl iridioAeftvAMItoBqMnAAvAeM-^hii'DlR. 

vkw, and kwmA ItdtkA thcfr Mdlown lior «>icA. TIm 
nun of bnslneiB sees all,uiil hu leiiara to think on nothing. 
Tha inatkbility of objects pawili him barely to perceire their 
existence, and not to examine their qualities : they pass in 
■ncceadon before hii»f»i&Knbh ^iffitf, that thej efface the 
imprciiionof each other, and load hii memorj only with tha 
chaoa of confnaed ideal. It is also aa impowible to malie 
obcemtJMS, oA tf etlitaM«a thd* aMrtnrielJr ; te tU Mbn* 
r<4idrM * coMtant :and vaM«rittad WtaUJDBj wUchJtcite. 
tfan w<mM'ialMt«pt. Amah who votddAvideMt time bf 
'mtttnb betfratU' Iriitel* tM aociety, always perplaxed ib 
nltrtmeUt lifll to acdi ili bo itoiU, wakU bo able to do taas 
tl^iaeillNr.— TheTOHtatw««ayj aAd ti*t is, to^- 
liifi te Khola period of lifo iato two "paito; fpifi^ tkfc 
oM to obatiTattoBi^ Hi tite otter tft^lEntMB. Bat tUt i* 
ncxil to Jri^Qfl^le ; itf PMaon'ik not a piece of fanitwte Aat, 
can b«.ili)irowo«lfd«andf)Ut tome i^n atplcAiare: (IM 
uUwkoialMMld Ktoteil yaars *Itlw<t raflettiOn, wiUnerdr 
i^lin b»«a|laU»-Oftt as tongaa be lives. 

Siniitia a.ft>Uf 'to Mnlt: to ttmij nuririad m tho qnttWy 
Of a siBi^ spectator. Ha who pMtends o^^ to m»k# oh. 
SMTatittM, will fa« aUe to obstirre Motliuag : for beUg nseles* 
to the men of bnsinesi, and troublesome to those ofpleaatfe, 
be wiU nd wh«i« find adaHttaaat. WeeanhXfetoeoppotfu. 
■ity of sadio^ o^m tfat, in propavtion on^ as ite act i*ith 
ttem; JtttH-tokMl of the world, at w«ll ac fti Oat of 
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' Wlmt .method, tkon, . an I ta^e.J I that am a il 
«ad'i}Ui foDaw' DOMaptojisaBtio. this raoKtiy, an^ iriKun 
MeD-tliedlfewiccpf, reUgii^nexclmdtsfilaai WpMo^io pit^ 
ftM?'I«m •ediwedto Iia>iia»bley'iii •rdertainatnut mf- 
«alf ; aadf aa I can nTer be psefal, mnst endeamnr to maks 
myself agreeable. To this end, I un h nnK^ u poaBibleto 
be -ptdito wilhwrt flattery^ st^iLuuut iritkont, neannass, 
and to' put so good A fof:^ on )Aat 18 tolcnbic i|i ■ocietj'fthat 
I:m«pbeadiidtted iiit0it,tri&oiit being mder QuaactuMy 
of add^ltipgibi vicei. Brer^maD'tiKt trouldme the vorid, .- 
and has noditng to do in it, ought atleiut to adop< hi man. 
jia» to a Certain d^rce. Forvbat pretensioBS caabehar*) 
to bo admitted into the vxAety of people to whom, be caA b« 
of nb'aenlce, and to mktn h«hfa nattbe addren toBMifce ■ 
^Baell' agitable I Bat, tf be bap found put this art, it ia 
all that b fe^tiiiwd of turn, particnlnTlf If be -be a stronger. 
Saeh ft oaebaiDoocoasiMtotakepartia tbeir cab^,.theiE 
iaisigaet, or- theh qnarrela : if be btdiavea obfiginglji is erery 
«««'; U be i{«tber MelBdes udr|wefeMTomeu.of a dettafai 
Aafacter.; if he lieefs ^secrets <^.^-«oiiqisaj« i^o iihloli 
lie is admkled ; If be tomi ^at into ridicule at cse boinn 
wtMt he sees in amotber; if'b» k? olda makii^ twnfidenta, 
•ateringuitft brails, and, in parttodlar, if be maintaim. ri 
ceirt^in personal .dignity ; ibeniay ■sBtlie.'wOfld^witl^ntmOa 
leatfttiion, pr^seife ^epoiify oif Us nuBnen, . hiaprfUf^, 
and even bis frankn est itself, if it. aTitea froina spiat sf li^ 
berty, and not frqm that of p^tf, Tbis i*-,irbat I faave-en. 
deaToaied'to do, agrefubly to tbe fidTiae ftf some people, of 
t«nsA,-wbomI havo chosen for my ad«il«s, among tbe ac 
qnaintaiice Lord B-—~'b interest basprociirod we. In coo. 
4«(|ii<niiQ of ttus, I bc§in now to be adndttedinto eompnitt 
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hnuBHMwudlMivMfai^ Hittete I kaM iKCKchiiAy 
inrited to regnlir dinnen, where the odIj' wonun mt faiUc is 
the laiatKK ot- tke family ; vkeie vpeo bsule is kopt fat all 
Aa itfepM^ ■kwrtPuii, witb wbon Iky hare the ali^tert 
acqiaiiitBim ; and wten sreiy one . paft far- lug dbner in 
wit or flflttmy, u be con bMt a&rd ; tiie cenreisaliea Hang 
in general hch^ and canfaw d, and rery nock resetnbli&g 

it of & ptddic ardinsry. 

I am at pment inltiBled into the most secvet myBtaries of 
Tniting :' being iferited to piivata nppen, where the dcnr is 
drat against aU rtrtJIing and chmae gueaU, ^"^ *very one ii 
at>om an agT«c«bte footing, if not with each criker,' at leut 
with^he provider of the entertainmeKt. Hert it ii that the 
woaon are Jeei reterT«d, and their real oharacters more 
easily diMorered. The cohrersatitm ia in tfcete parties car- 
ried on if tAmbte-decontni, and i*aa6K nefined and satirical: 
instead of tidldng of the fndilic itewB, plays, ia<MnCftioii3, 
births, deaths, and nurriagM, whitih were thb topics «f the 
morning, they here take a review of the several anecdotes of 
Paris, vtlvnlg^ the «eetet artiekB of the seandaloas chronicle, 
turn the good and bad £Uke -into 'tiificnle, and, in artfaUy 
describing the cbamcteiB of others, nnd^gMdly diajday 
their own. It is in tiiMe ct^paniei that the- little circnm. 
ipection which remains has invented a pecntiar iund of Ian. 
gnage, under winch they affect to render their satire more 
obscui*, while it only makea it more severe. It is Iteie, in a 
word, (h^ tli^ carefully sharpen ihe pi»>iard, voder pw. 
tenoeofomkingitleiM hurtful; bat, in fact, only to make it 
wound the deeper. To judge, however, of Qiis conver. 
sation according to our notwn of things, we-Aoiddbeia^the 
wrong to caU it satirical j for it conaisls more of raillery 
than censure, and tnms less npoa the vidoosiban the ridi» 
cid«u.**Satfa«, in general, ii not conunon in large dlieB> 
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where that ^ieh is downright wi^ed is too bSbi|^ ;ia be 
-worth talking idrant. What can tbey ctaidemn when vitlae 
Is in no esteem ? and what ihotild tiny revile where nothjng 
is held to he vilUinens ? At Paris, nore particalarly, when 
ereiy thing is seen in an agreeable Sgfat, the represntstioil 
of tiiingi tlMt-onght 1o raise our ipdignatloD is weH receivgd, 
if it be hot wrapped np in a song or aa «pigrun.— 'The fioe 
ladiei of this conntry do not like to Ik dispIeaMd ; *ad ar^ 
therefore, displeased At noUdng ; they lore to laugh, but 
woe be to him who happens to be the sabject of their rU 
dicille ; the scars -this canstie Iwres are nerer to be efiaced. ; 
they not only defame good manners and virtue, btit exaga 
gerdfe even vice itself. Bat to return to oor company. 

What strikes me most in these select meeting, is to sea 
that half a dosen people, expressly ckosen to entettaia one 
xnofber agree^ly, and between whom tl>ere generally sab> 
sist rery intimate connexions^ cannot converse an bonr 
together widiout introdaoii^ the afUrs of half the pe«pl« is 
Paris '; just as if dietr hearts had nething to say to eftch oth^, 
or that there wu no person in company of merit enough to 
engage their attention. You know, Boisa, how (kr Other, 
wise it was wUh os, when we supped together at yonir 
cousin's, or your own apartment ; how we conld liod mcmsj . 
in spite of constraiiit and lecresy, to torn the disQouTSe oi| 
sutgects that related to ourselves ; bow at every moring re- 
flection, at every subtile illnsion, a look mora, swift than 
ligfataing, a sight rather imagined than perceived, conveyed 
the pleasing seusatioa from one heart to the other. 

If the discourse here tarn by accident on any oT ^ com- 
pany, it is commonly carried on in a ja^n known only ta 
tb persons canceraed, and which ot]i«s need, a vocabulujt 
to nndcrstaod. Thus, bj talking as tt wwe in: Ci|>her, .tb«|y 
are enabled ta butter eacli other wUh in<^)id railleij, in 
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-X» tbe HHM Uw^) perliapt ■. third ^rt af (lie ci^fijpap;-, in. 
SapaUeof t«Uaf (!)« iwt, «n dlhff re^pced to » cEffl^lgree- 
•ble uleiue, or to la^ xt what they do ost c^p^jpreheod. 
or t)H> kind, Eloin, » ML t^ te^i^ryf^ ^d a^tvui I 
ban ah«eTfed pi the intinncie* of this cfwa^ ; tho^a of a 
iMre priTnte 4iture, with oolj a. lecoud peifcyi, I hvro not, 
JWT «T«t ihaU hove experienced. 

JntheipUft <d aUthis,.lH)weT9r) if a man of aoj weight 
Md .MtHfipitpce ahould eat^. oi^ {i gnve discoifcse, or b^9 
todttCilH a. pwiem VtestiyB,; age^eral a^entioo woifld be 
iaumdiatdy, &wd on thii aer- otgeot : tlirnfR«q^ vomen, 
old aqd y.Qva^ eTcry one ivqald be ready- to eqter into hia 
eauniaatioQ ; «id it ii Mtttnisltiiig tuiw mucb^qii^ len^ ^d 
pncbloti wovld, aa it were throof^ e(P9lM^9*^>Ur ont of 
their «Ui»fa«ao( hf^di*. A IwiM: qf norfli^ could not be 
bettor determined in a Bo^f of phUtu^lten,,tl(aa ii| tliBf 
of a £»• lad^ at Paris ; tiieiE pyyjii^tu yiqild e^a be leu 
QireciteAad (pwe ; for tfajs iduloapptter^ who fhinke himself 
<^lig^ to )!«( »■ he spe&k>]. vill be leas rijp4 ■" ^ P'>f>- 
dplba,; but, vh«re moraUty is no^og n^ore thaii a to{nc of 
diaconne,. the uvetitj of it js pf t)p consequence : and no 
one i« <^pl4i3ed at an opportunity of checking pUloMpfaica] 
pride, by pUctog rirhip out of its rea^ 

* Provided always that no unfoTCseen object of pleasantry 
starts up to disturb their gravity ; for in that case, it is laid tiuld 
of hj every one in a moment, and it is impossible to recall their 
serious attention. I remember that a handful of gingerbread 
cakes once ludicrously put an end to a dtamatic representation at 
the fair; The actors, indesd, were quadrupeds; but bow nMnjtri* 
fling things are tberethat wauU prove ^ngerbread oakes to wmm 
■prtofmen ! It is well known wbomFontenelle intended Jo de- 
scribe in bis hiat^^ of the TyrinUaos. 
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Besides tUs, influenced by a knowledge of the world and 
•f their own hearts, oil agree ia thinking human nature as 
deprftred as poisihie : hence their [riiilosaphjr ■ always of the 
^oomy cast ; they are ever indulf^g their own Tanltjr, hy 
depreciating the virtues of humanity : ^wayi accounting for 
actions from rieions notires, and attribiding tOTOankind tn 
general die depravity of Uieir own minds. 

And yet, notwlthstaodlng their adopting this abject doc« 
trine, one of the f&TOurtte topics of these societfes is aen. 
timont J a w<»d by which we are not fo understand the 
sensation of a heart susceptible of lore or friendsliip i tiiit 
wonid be thought vulgar snd disgvsting. So sentiment ctm. 
.gists in great tmd general maxims ; hastened by the most 
vnblirae snbtilties of metaphysics. I can: safely s^ that, in 
toy life, I ]Htte never heard so nmch talk of sentiment, nOi 
erer comprehendedjSo little what was meant by it ; so bcon> 
ceirable are tiieee French refinements 1 Onr simple hearts, 
Eloisa, never were governed by any of tiiese fine maxims ; 
and I am afraid it is with sentiment in the polite worU^^ m 
it is with Honwr among the pedants, who discover in hiss a 
thousand Ima^ary beaaties, for want of taste to point owt 
Ins real ones. Somnchsenthnent isherelsidvotin wit, and 
ev^Kirated in conversstion, that aone is left to Inflneaee 
tb^ ai^ons. H^nrily, pelitenesfl sanies its plaoe, and 
peoi^e act from nstom nearly as they wonId from lenriUIity t 
at least so long as it costs them ojfly a few copiplimeBts, and 
nichtriQmg restraints, as theywillingly hud themsetres under 
in order to be respected ; but, if any considerable sacrifice 
of their ease or Inteivst is required, adieu to sentiment. 
Politeaess does not proceed so hr: so &r as it goes, how. 
eve#, yon can hardy believe how nicdy every article of 
behaviour is weighed, measured, and estimated. What is 
not r^nbted by sentiment is subjected to custom, by which 
Vol. I. P 
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iodeed emj thfa^ here Ib gorerawl, TheM pMi^tAe am ' all 
profeued cOpyiiti ; lad, thoogh they abound in ocigitials, 
aoboiy knom' my tUag sT diem, or presumes to be £0 
Umielf. 7h do Uke other people, it a mashn of the greatest 
might in thii coantiy :. and thit it the mode, — that it nat 
the MMfe, aa deciuou from which there ii na appeal. 

This ^iparent regularify gives to the coiiim6n, add rven 
the mMt terian tntuadiaBB of life, the most comical air in 
the-world. they hare Settled even the .very niomeBt irii'eB 
it k proper to lend cards t« tiieir aCqaaistaikie ; when to visit 
with a cittd,' that ia, to^isit widumt-risitiDg at-aQ,; wttea to 
do it in penoa ; wbenit is-propertofee-at home ; when to 
be denied ; wliat advances it is pr<qMr to make, or reject, 
on every occasion ;- irhat degree af sorrow shouM be afi^ted 
atlfaedeathof tncfaorsncbaooe*; how losg to moam in 
the conatry ( when tluy may come to console ttiemseWes in 
town ; tlie rery day, and even the niaate, when the afflicted 
is peinmtted to pre a' b^l, or go to the play. Every body 
in the BSBie circamstknceft do«« the «BBe thing ; they keep 
time, and tkeir motions are made alt^iether, like the ero. 
Intiona of a fegimrat in battalia; so tbat yoo would think 
thun ao many ptppets, nailed to tbe'same board} ormoved 
by the same wire. 

Now^ as it is morally impossible that all these pe^le^ 
tbooj^k'they act m the same manner, riiouM be at once equally 
affected, it % plain, their peculiar characters are not to be 

• To be afflicted at the decease of anj person, betrays a sense 
of humanity, and is a sign of a, good disposition, but is no in- 
stance of virtue ; there being no mond obligation ta lament even 
the death of a father. WhoeveV la such a case, therefore, n not 
rei^ly afflicted, ought not to ^ect the appearance of it ; Sat it 
is more necessary alw^s to 'avoid deceit^ thin to comply witS 
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krombrthcir ftcdona ; itb pUaUwfrdEinniPM iaonly « 
formal jargon, whieh udsts ub lew to form « jodgment of 

I tba French mannen in geneTsI, tbxa tke peculhnr mode of 
convernag in Farii. In like na&ner, we Umra onlf here 
timi terms of conversation, bnt notUng by wtatefc we caa 
judge of their estimation in the conduct of lUe. I say the 
same of most of their writings ; . and OTen of their theatrical 
representations ; the stage, since the time ot Moli»e, beii^ 
a place where they rather repeat, agreeable dialognes, ' fli an 
giro a r^resentation of life and manners. There are here I 
three theatres : on two of which, they only introdBoe ina. " 
ginsry characters ; such as Harleqnin, LFantaloon, and 
Scaramouch, on the one ; and on the odier, gods, deTili, 
and conjurers. On the third : they represent those immortal 
dramas, which grre us so. much .pleasure. in reading, and 
other new pieces, which are from time to time wHtten ior 
the stage ;. many of which are tni|^, hut not affecting. 
And, thon^the Mntiments contained In them. are, sometimes 
natural, and well enough adapted to the human heart, they 
^re us not the least light into the . peculiar mannurs of the 
people to whom they afford entertaument. 

The institution of tragedy was originally founded on re- 
Ugion, whose sanction wu Bsfficienttoestahlishitsaiitborify. 
Besides this,, the tragic scene always presented to theGreelEs 
an iHStnictire and agreeable representati<Hi, itiAer in the 
misfortunes of the Persians, their enemio, or in the vices 

. and follies of the.kinga, from which they tiiemaelres were de- 
livered. Should they represent in like mann^at Beiae, at 
Zurich, or at ifae Hagae^ t^ andent granny of the boose 
of Austria, the lot e of litwr^ aad tiieir. country would rr^^^ 
such a repreaentatin pecullariy Intens^g to Ike spBcAstors : 
but I would be glad to know, of. what use u« the tragedies 
of Corneille at Paris ; and what interest its cittiens can tako 
P 2 
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ID Oe fUe of a ^aapey or Sertoriiu ? The Greek tragedies 
tirncd upon r«al ereDtt, or such u wen suf^wwd to b« 
real, beii^; founded on historical tradition. Bnt irliit bo- 
(iness fcu a refided hetnk pastion in the fareuis of the great i 
Tbe conflicts of lore and Tirtoe cause them, ao doubt, m^y 
an' nnhappy day and sleepless ni^t I The heart is daobtleH 
vastly OHKemed in the marriage of kings t Judge then wft 
the pobafaOity and ase of so many perfonnaBces^ all tamiog 
on rich ima^jinary anbjecti. 

As to onnedy, it should certainly be a lirely r^weMB- 
tation of the Bianaers of the people for whom it Is written ; 
that it may lerve them as a mirror to sliow them their vicea 
and JblUes. Terence and Plautns mlstD«>k Uiair sahjecb} 
but thejr predecessart, Aristophanes and Menander, dis- 
played Athoiian mannen before an Atfaeaias a«di*nce ; and 
iiuce these, MoUere, , and MoUere only, has represented 
still more iogenhnisly in France the auiweia of the Freach 
ia the last agr. 

Tha olgects of the pcture an linee changed ; bat they 
bare nerer since had Bo faithful, so auuteriy apainter. At 
present, they enly copy ob the theatre the maaner of con> 
verslBgIn about an hundred families in Pails ; and Qiis is 
thdr represeataUon of French manawB : so that there are JB 
tide great ci^ fire or sU hundred thousand peMOns, whose 
Tarioiis characters are nefer introduced on the stage. Holier* 
described the dtopkeeper and artisan, as well as the jnarqais t ■ 
Socrates introdaces the discourses of ceaduaen, carpeoton, 
shoemakers, aad masons. But oar present writ«s, qnito of 
SBotlier stampt thio^ it beneath them to know what passes 
in a trader's cdmpting.lwuse or the shop of a mechanic i 
their dramas must consist of persons of the first quali^ : for 
by the grandear of their characters they ^m at a d^ree of 
eminence they nerw could attain by tte force of genlns. 
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Jf^Y} ^^ audience itself is become so rery delicate, that the 
chief of th« spectaton are as jetdons of place and precedence 
in going to a pla^ as in making a tisit, never condescending 
to be present it ttie representation of ciiaracters ot inferior 
coedition. 

Indeed, tfae peopl« of fasbion Itere . are con^dered bf 
tkenuelres as the only inliabitants of tiie earth ; all tlie rest 
Of manitind are nothing. All the world keep a cotch, ■ 
Swiss, and a maitre-d'holel : all the world,, therefore', con. 
■btiof a rery small number of people. Those' who walk a> 
foot are nobodj' ; they are yonr common peofda, human 
creatures, the vulgar, folks, in short, of anotket woridi 
so that a coach is not so necessary <q carry jone aboat, as to 
give one a title to nistence. And lience there is a haudfid 
of impertkiHit people, who look upon themselves as Uw oalj 
beings df any consequence In the tmivene, tboHgh,. wei» it 
not fiDr,the mischief they occasion, they tbepselves would not 
cteserve to be numbered with Ae rest of mai^ral; It is 
umeNkelets striely for these-people that tiieatriual entertaia. 
nents areNji^de. , They are represented by fictitiom cha. 
iMten n tke middle of the theatre, andifcow themselves in 
real ones on each side ; tJMy are at once persons of the dram* 
DB the itagc, and comedians in'dw bqxes,. It is tiiiiS the 
^liMG' af tte world aftd gonins ia. contracted, wUle Ae pre. 
•nt dfamatic writers absnrdly aA^ to introdnce^otaly cluu 
raatos-of imaginary .importance. ' No maa iS[,WQrthy-of 
brivg brought upon the st«ge, that does not wear a laced 
eoat. A itraoger woi^ benoe b«ii^ to think fitaaee pao^ 
pled only by conats and narqnises ;. alAongh, in &ct, .the 
mof e miserable aqd beggarly its inhaWtants givK^ the mare 
splendid and brilliant b their representation on the theatre r 
and hence it n, that the ridiculous behaviour of persons of 
rank, in being exposed on the stage, rather gains ground 
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than dimi^bei, and ttat the comnKiii peopk, , wbo are erer 
apmg the ridi, ga leu to the th«rtre to laogh at flieir folUes 
than to staAj them, and to becomo bf imitation gmter foola 
than the or^inali. 

Tin French are indebted even to Moliere in a gt«at mea- 
mre for fbia eril : be corrected the coartiert by spoiling the 
Cttiiens ; and bii rldicnlon* marquisci were the first mo^l 
•f thoM Btlll more conteniptible petit-maltves, who tacceeded 
them In the tUy. 

There is in general math discourse and bnt very little - 
action on itte French stage : the reason of wldch is, pcrbapi, 
that the French t^k mnch more than' they do, or at Icut^ 
Oat they pay n maeh greater reganl to what is said than to 
wliat ii dme. I remember the answer of a spectator, iritO| 
in amiag ont from the representation of one of the |deces 
of ZMonytioS tke tyrant^ wai askedwhat he had seen ! / A<oe 
teen nothing, (saMJte,) but I Aave heard a deal of 
4olk, The save ndgbt be said of the French pUyt. Radne 
and Condllc, with all their genius, are no more tiwn 
-talken, aid their Bwwasiior was the first of all the French 
poeti, iAd, inlnitMlOfioftbe English, has sometimes rao. 
tared to bring scenes Of action 40 the stage. In common, 
d>rfr plays consist only of witty or Sorid dialogaes well dis- 
posed ; where it Is obtioas the chief d«ign of the speakers Is 
to display their tdenti <rf wit and elocution. In ibB mean 
time, almost n*rj senttarat is detirered in the style «f a 
general mastm. Howi^n' tadotperted they may be widi 
pMdoo, tkuj^^alwayl pwerTC Aeir respect to the pnbllc, of 
whom thcy'uiak more constantly than of themselres : the 
pieces of Racine and Moliere excepted*, egotism is ezctnded 

* Moliere ought not 10 be ranked here with Racine t the first, 
indeed, abotmds witb maxims and sentential obsenatiuas, like 
all the otherS) especially in his versified pieces i but in Racine all 
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u scntpnloiulr from Am Frcndi cbwBs, u froM tbe writiiiga 
of HeKiieors de Port-RoyM ; and Om puainw of Um Iromd 
hmrt never ipetk, bat, with aU tka modertf of CbrMin 
hnmUlty, in tbe tMrd penon. There b, beridea, a ccrtafai 
mifected dignity ia tbcatrical disconr^ and actioa, vUcb 
nerer pennits tlie paiuons to be topreaMd In Oeir utBral 
Ungoage, or lufien Aa writer to fireat Unaetf of tha poet, 
and attend to tba ecene of action, bat ^indt Um Mnetanti^ 
down to the theatre and the audience. Henca tbe Buwt cA, 
ileal sitaatiou, the moat iatereatbg cimmstances ^f tba 
piece, nerer make InmCargetae nioeit arrat^enant of jAmm 
or elegances of attitnde. Shoald even deipair plmgt a dagger 
in tlie liaart of liii bero, not contented Hmtf Uke P^UieMi, 
he ilmiiU otaerre a dacenqr to falUag, be wonid sot not let 
him &11 : for tbe uke of dacan^ hi li rapported bait nprigM 
after be ia dead ; and rontiauei h erect aftar be eijdred 
a» before. 

Tbe reuen «f all thirli, Oat a f rtaduMaa feqoiita on 
tbe itage nether natnr* mh- dec^tion, b«t onfy wit aad aea^ 
tbaent : he reqairei only to be diverted, aad cam not wbeu 
Oer wliat be H«a be a trve or « fcUer o p r eienta U onofnataw. 
Nobody liere goea to the theatre ftfr tbe pkaanre of ae^tgOe 
play, bnt for tbe sake of seeing, and being seat by the oem> 
pany, »oA to catdi a rahject for envtieatioa aftar tba play 
is orer. The actor with tlwa is ^wayi tlie aetor, nerer the 
character be representB. He irin ghes Umidf . those ko- 
portant airs of an nniTenal soTercigii, is not Ae et^peror 
Angnrini, it is onl^ Baron.' The relict 4^ I\Hip^ U no 
other than Adrienne, Abiia is Mademoisdle Gmksdn, and 

is sentimental ; he makes every character speak for the author, 
and is in ibis point truly singuUr among all the dramatic writers 
of his nalton. 
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tiMt fnOBdaUe MTige i* Motbn An die drih Gi«idT«L - 
the comediMUy an tlte-ofhtr hand, give tbemsdrei lurtKiik- 
Ue to ke^ ■!» BB iUiMii'which nobody expadf. Tbeyiptac* 
ttt TflBCfmUe Iwioes of antiqaity between aix rowi of jtiimgj 
Mpnm ParinauB ; tbej kare their Bsman drraei nide np 
la .the ;FrNMih frshion : the weepiag Camelia ii «een batfaed- 
U teara, nidi bar ronge laid on two fingen Oiiek i Cato W 
Us.bair d rc wad and powdered, and Bratw itnitt along in &f 
IlonMi heop.petticoat ; ^t nobody. )» riiocked at ^1 thta 
abmidity, nor doth it hiBdnr. tba MKcen of tiie piece ; fory 
ai the Mioniaiy are Ken in the chaiaetetSf $a wbat respects 
the a«thtriithe onIy.tUag.eoMider«d i» the play.; and^ 
theagh prc^priety ibeidd be entirriy neglected, H ia eaaiiyi 
txiauti i (ax MMry one kinowi that ConieiUe wM. M taOor, 
W CfleWUoii a pern]Be.mafcM-. 

Tbm, in wh«(»eT light we new this peofde, all is Tertmiitjr: 
and jargon, talk without deiign, and words witiioat.ntHning< 
la tte tiMttN, as bilbe world, be as attentiw as , yoQ will 
to wt«t js'Mdd, yon wimeaninotiteg<''*^'^''B^(«« r vhen 
a Ban has spoken^ itwoiU' be thtHight impertinent tojiu' 
gvife after' Ua condnct : bo has sptdun, that Is suttciest^ 
IwdlMBfiMiRtaAdoifallby.wbBthehassBid. The respect. 
abl« iBMi We is not he tiwt does good actioos, bst jie that 
H^s fwd things ; and a single Mtrirace, sometimw nad- 
Tsrtently iittsr«d, shall cwtJin odiHinoD&iDui's.cliaTacteT) 
wWch. forty years, of integrity will not be aUe to erase, I* 
a W4»d, aUhoB^ the cmdact of nea does not always, re* 
■cmblo theic discourse, . yet .1 see tht^ ate cbir*cteriied by 
^airdiBcearse, tcithoetany r^iard' to their aotioiis ; I baTf . 
remarked also, that in a great city, society appears more 
free, agreeable, and even more safe, than among people less 
knowing and lees ciiilized : but I will uof pretend, to saf 
the latter are, therefofe, less hoinaBe, temperate^ or jost^ 
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Ob a* contraiy, aiKHig tiw former, vbere meiytUng it 
gmetatd.lqf aipp^nmrny Oe hurt i« ^hi^ mot* hid bf 
ffxtenul ahawt nA Um dsaper «onG««led s«d«r agrveAle 
dcuptioiis. It dves n»t, hoverer, bdoiig te ne> w|io ui 
a itrai^er, mtliout bvriatM, plw*nrM« or GOBMctloUy to 
dedde here. I be^ nerertkeleu, to perceive ,iD my*elf 
that iotozicttlUMi InUt wluch nufa a boMf tunniltiioiii llf* 
plunges every one who lead* it ; and am^actad with a^- 
xiiMSB, like that of « (mh before irhow e^ei a miAUsde of 
rocccssive otgects paw with n^iidi^. Not one of. tWie, 
which thufltrikane^ aSectssty heart;, but xUttgMharHwr. 
so disturb aod sa^And ita ^bctiow, that I soi&etiinN torge< 
not only myself, bat crea my £Msa. Eie^ day^ im 
leafing my apavbaant^ I leate my oiMnuMsnf locked ^ p 
behind me, and proceed to maka aithert «i Oa binimn <^ 
jects which pTCHOt thawarlwi. ImenaiUy, I be^' to tidak. 
tnd ratacm in the manner td other people ; and, if ever i 
fltrire to gef the better Of tiicir prqadicefl, and loA apon 
AIngs as they are, I am immediately home down by a torrent 
of words, winch carry irith them a Aow of reason. Tka 
people here will pmre to a demonstration, that none bat m- 
perfidal, kalCwitted reasonen regard the reali^ of things ; 
that the tnie pbilosi^her considers tmly their appearances ; 
that pre^ndice and preposseMien shonld paaa for piindplea, 
decomm for law, and that be most piofoond wisdom coa- 
sts in liring Hke fools. 

Thns constrained to perrett the order of the moral affitc- 
tions, to set aTalne on chimeiat, and pnt nature and reason 
to sUence, I see with regret how snllied and defoced is that 
diTine image which 1 cherish in my breart, once tlie sole 
otfject of my dotres, and the only gnide of my condact i 
1 9» borne by one caprice to aaotlier, i^le my inetgaatiiHU 
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are continDally oulamd 1^ Ae general opinion, ud I ai 
never certain One day what I sbkll approre tlie next. 

Abaibed and confounded to fiad toy hainanitj so far df 
baled ; to lee nyielf &U«n so low from that bnate grvatne! 
of atlad, to which oar pai^n has retiprecally eleTKted w 
I rctnmhonaatnight, with a heart swelling yet racant i 
a ball puffed op with air; rickened with di^st, and sun' 
in torrow. Bat with whrt jof do I recollect my wlf^ whe 
atone I wtth what tramporti do I fed the lenntions of loi 
afain-take poswsrion of my lieart, and nttore me to th 
Agnlty of man I O loTe 1 how refined are thy ^ensatioQS 
kowdo lappland-myielf when-I we the image of virtue pre 
MFTO ita lottre atill in my bieait ! when- 1 contemplate thine 
my EStrint I itill there, mnnUied, gittiDg on a throne o 
glory^ and diaripating in a moment my gioomy deloMons. 
feel.ny d^tresKd uml mlTe} I leem to recover my esu 
fence, toliveancw, aadtoragain, with my love,, those snl 
lraw«eiriimenta4hat mdcr.the paeiionwoi^ of Its qhjeet. 
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